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PREFACE 


TH  E  publliher  of  the  following  col- 
ledtion  has  nothing  elfe  to  value  him- 
felf  upon,  on  account  of  this  perfor- 
mance, than  his  having  gathered  together, 
from  many  fcattered  volumes,  and  thrown 
under  one  view,  and  in  order  of  time,  fuch 
of  the  parliamentary  debates  as  he  could 
meet  with  in  print,  from  a  few  years  after 
the  reftoration,  to  the  prefent  time.  This, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  favourably  received  by 
the  public,  as  an  ufeful  attempt  towards 
what  has  been  much  defired  for  many  years, 
but  never  yet  executed. 

Colledtions  of  Debates  in  Parliament,  how- 
ever imperfedt,  have  been  always  fo  well  re- 
ceived by  the  public,  that  in  a  few  years  af- 
ter  their  publication  they  grow    fo   fcarce, 
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that  they  can  rarely  be  met  with.     All  that 
have  hitherto  been  publifhed,  except  within 
a  few  years  paft,    have  either  been  debates 
upon  fome  particular  point,  in  a  fingle  feffion ; 
fome    few  detached  fpeeches  of  one  or  more 
gentlemen ;   of  the  hiftory  of  one,  or  more 
feffions  of  Parliament ;  containing,  rather  exaft 
journals  of  all  their  proceedings,  than  a  col- 
leftion  of  fpeeches,  the  few  they  give  being 
greatly  abridged,  and  confequently  make   a 
very  inconfiderable  figure  in  thofe  Colledtions. 
Such  are  Sir  Sijnon  D'  Ewes' s,^  and  'Townjhend's 
Colledlions,  which  give  a  hiftory  of  the  Par- 
liaments in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign.     Thefe, 
it  is  true,  are  very  curious  and  valuable  Col- 
ledlions, but  feem  rather  calculated  for  making 
one  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  Houfe,  than  to  give  much  in- 
fight  into  the  Hijiory  and  Confiitiition  of  the 
country,  or  great  entertainment  to  the  mind. 
Ruflrxorth's  Colledlions  are  of  quite  another 
kind  from  any  of  thefe.     His  fcheme  was 
vaftly  more   extenfive,  and  parliamentary  af- 
fairs came  in,  only  as  a  part  of  his  general 
defign :   But  what  he  has  done  this  way,  is 
much  more  complete,  and  fatisfadlory,  than 
any  thing  elfe  of  the  kind,  in  all  our  Englijh 
hiftory.      This,  indeed,  would  have  made  a 
noble  addition  to  the  p^;efent  Colledlion ;  but 
then,   thofe  gentlemen,  who  are  already  pof- 
fefted  of  Ri/Jldworth^  might  have  thought  it  a 
hardftiip  upon  them,  to  be  laid  under  a  necef- 
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fity  of  wanting  this  Collection,  or  of  buying 
over  again  what  they  had  before.  However, 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  editor,  as  foon  as 
the  prefent  defign  is  finifhed,  to  publiih,  in  a 
fupplement,  all  the  fpeeches  in  Rnjhworth^ 
together  with  any  material  papers  which  may 
poffibly  be  omitted  in  the  prefent  Colleftion. 

As  for  the  prefent  work,  what  is  now  offer- 
ed to  the  public  is  a  Colledion  from  a  great 
nuniber  of  books,  many  of  which  are  fcarce, 
and  bear  a  great  price.  Many  things  have 
been  omitted,  which  would  have  fwelled  it's 
bulk,  but  would  have  added  little  to  it's 
ufefulnefs  or  entertainment.  The  greateft  care 
was  taken  to  prevent  any  thing  that  might 
look  like  party  bufinefs  in  it ;  nothing  was 
de  fignedly  left  out,  which  was  not  judged  to 
be  fpurious,  or  not  agreeable  to  the  delign  of 
fuch  a  coUeftion  5  nor  any  thing  added,  meerly 
on  account  of  it's  being  favourable  to  any 
party.  And  the  reader  may  be  affured,  that 
there  is  not  any  debate  publifhed  in  the  col- 
ledion,  but  with  a  view  to  give  fome  light 
into  the  Hijiory  and  Confiitiition  of  England^ 
or  to  teach  fome  important  leflbn  in  Politics-, 
either  by  poinBng  out  the  dangers  that  at- 
tend the  public  liberty,  from  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Court,  and  the  open  and  fecret 
attacks  which  have  been  made  upon  the  Con- 
ftitution  from  that  quarter  or  the  low  mean 
arts  which  have  been  employed  by  party- 
men,   to  throw  every  thing  into  confufion, 
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in  order  to  gratify  private  interefted  views, 
under  the  name  of  Patriotifm.  In  fhort, 
whatever  appeared  to  have  been  fpoken  or 
done  in  either  of  the  houfes,  which  had  any 
tendency  to  what  iliould  be  the  chief  view  of 
fuch  a  collection,  has,  as  far  as  proper  ma- 
terials could  be  procured,  been  faithfuly  in- 
ferted.  And  as  there  were  many  very  curi- 
ous, and  remarkable  Speeches  made  in  the 
Scotch  Parliament,  efpecially  about  the  time 
of  the  Union,  the  reader  will  not  probably 
be  ill  pleafed  to  meet  with  feveral  of  them  in 
this  Colledion. 
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The  Eighth  Session  of  the  Second 
Parliament,  K.  Ch.  II.  1668. 


Duke  ^Bucking  HA  m'^  Speech  ^  in  a  Con- 
ference beHveen  the  Houfes  of  Lordi  and  Com- 
mons^  concerning  a  Difpute  betiveen  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  and  Mr.  Skinner,    1668. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Comftions^ 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  houfe  of  Peers,    to  Duke  of 
open   to  you  the  matter  of  this   conference  \  ^^^'^^'' 
which   is  a  tafk  I  could  wilh  their  Lord  (hips  speech, 
had  beenpleafed  to  lay  upon  any  body  elfe,  both  for 
their  own  fakes  and  mine:  Having  obferved  in  that 
little  experience  I  have  made   in  the  world,  there 
can  be  nothing  of  greater  difficulty,  than  to  unite 
men   in  their   opinions,    whofe  interefts  feem   to 
difagree. 

This,  gentlemen,  I  fear  is  at  prefent  our  cafe ; 
but  yet  I  hope  when  we  have  a  little  bener  confidered 
of  it,  we  fhall  find  that  a  greater  intereft  docs  oblige 
us  at  this  time,  rather  to  join  in  the  prefervation  of 
both  our  privileges,  than  to  diif'er  about  the  viola- 
tion of  either. 

We  acknowledge  it  is  our  intereft  to  defend  the 
right  of  the  Commons,  for  fhould  we  fuffer  them 
to  be  opprefifed,  it  would  not  be  long  before  it  might 
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come  to  be  our  own  cafe;  and  1  humbly  conceive  it 
will  alfo  appear  to  be  the  intereft  of  the  Commons, 
to  uphold  the  privilege  of  the  Lords,  that  fo  we  may 
be  in  a  condition  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  them. 

All  that  their  Lordfhips  defire  of  you  upon  this 
occafion,  is,  That  you  will  proceed  with  them  as 
ufually  friends  do,  when  they  are  in  difpute  one  with 
another  ;  that  you  will  not  be  impatient  of  hearing 
arguments  urged  againft  your  opinions,  but  exa- 
mine the  weight  of  what  is  laid,  and  then  impartial- 
ly confider  which  of  us  two  are  the  likelieft  to  be  in 
the  wrong. 

If  we  are  in  the  wrong,  we  and  our  predecelTors 
have  been  fo  for  thefe  many  hundreds  of  years,  and 
not  only  our  predecelTors,  but  yours  too:  This 
being  the  firft  time  that  ever  an  appeal  was  made 
in  point  of  judicature,  from  the  Lords  Houfe  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Nay,  thofe  very  Commons, 
which  turned  the  Lords  out  of  this  Houfe,  though 
they  took  from  them  many  other  of  their  privileges, 
yet  left  them  the  conftant  pradice  of  this  till  the  very 
laft  day  of  their  fitting-,  And  this  will  be  made 
appear  by  feveral  precedents  thefe  noble  Lords 
will  lay  before  you,  much  better  than  I  can  pretend 
to  do. 

Since  this  bufinefs  has  been  in  agitation,  their 
Lordfhips  have  been  a  little  more  curious  than  ordi- 
nary, to  inform  themfelvesof  the  true  nature  of  thefe 
matters  now  in  queftion  before  us  •,  which  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  explain  to  you  as  far  as  my  fmall  abi- 
lity, and  my  averfion  to  hard  words,  will  give  me 
leave  ;  for  howfoever  the  law,  to  make  it  a  my- 
ftery  and  a  trade,  may  be  wrapt  up  in  terms  of  art,  yet 
it  is  founded  in  reafon  and  is  obvious  to  common fenfe. 

The  power  of  Judicature  does  naturally  defcend, 
and  not  afcend  -,  that  is,  no  inferior  Court  can  have 
any  power  which  is  not  derived  to  it  from  fome 
power  above  it. 
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The  King  is  by  the  Jaws  of  this  land.  Supreme 
Judge  in  all  caufes  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil.  And  fo 
there  is  no  court,  high  or  low,  can  a6l  but  in  fub- 
ordination  to  him  ;  and  though  they  do  not  all 
ifTue  out  their  writs  in  the  King's  name,  yet  they 
can  iflue  out  none  but  by  virtue  of  fome  power  they 
have  received  from  him. 

Now  every  particular  court  has  fuch  particular 
power  as  the  King  has  given  it,  and  for  that  renfon 
has  its  bounds :  Bur,  the  higheft  court  in  which  the 
King  can  poflibly  fit,  that  is,  his  fupreme  court  of 
Lords  in  Parliament,  has  in  it  all  his  judicial  power, 
and  confequently  no  bounds,  I  mean  no  bounds  of 
jurifdidion  ;  for  the  higheil  court  is  to  govern  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  as  well  as  the  lowed. 

I  fuppofe  none  will  make  a  queftion,  but  that 
every  man  and  every  caufe  is  to  be  tried  according 
to  Magna  Chart  a  \  that  is,  by  his  Peers,  or  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  land.  And  he  that  is  tried 
by  the  Ecclefiaftical  courts,  the  court  of  Admiralty, 
or  the  high  court  of  Lords  in  Parliament,  is  tried  as 
much  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  he  that  is  tried  by 
the  King*s-Bench^  or  Common-Pleas. 

When  thefe  inferior  courts  happen  to  wrangle 
among  themfelves,  which  they  muft  often  do  by 
reafon  of  their  being  bound  up  to  particular  caufes, 
and  their  having  all  equally  and  earneftly  a  defire  to 
try  all  caufes  themfelves,  then  the  Supreme  Court  is 
forced  to  hear  their  complaints,  becaufe  there  is  no 
other  way  of  deciding  them.  And  this,  under 
favour,  is  an  original  caufe  of  courts  though  not 
of  men. 

Now,  thefe  original  caufes  of  courts,  muft  alfo 
of  necefljty  induce  men,  for  faving  of  charges, 
and  difpatch  fake,  to  bring  their  caufes  originally 
before  the  Supreme  Court.  But  then  the  court  is  not 
obliged  to  receive  them,  but  proceeds  by  rules  of 
prudence,  in  cither  retaining  or  difmilTing  ihem  as 
they  think  fit. 
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This  is^  under  favour,  the  fum  of  all  that  your 
precedents  can  fhew  us,  which  is  nothing  but  what 
we  pradife  every  day  ;  that  is,  that  very  often, 
becaufe  we  would  not  be  molefted  with  hearing  too 
many  particular  caufes,  we  refer  them  back  toother 
courts,  and  all  the  argument  you  can  pofTibly  draw 
from  this,  will  not  in  any  kind  lefiTen  our  power, 
but  only  fhow  an  unwillingnefs  we  have  to  trouble 
ourfelves  often  with  matters  of  this  nature. 

Nor  will  this  appear  ftrange,  if  you  confider  the 
conftitution  of  our  Houfe,  it  being  made  up  partly 
of  fuch  whofe  employments  will  not  give  them  lei- 
fure  to  attend  the  hearing  of  private  caufes,  and 
entirely  of  thofe  that  can  receive  no  profit  by  it. 

And  the  truth  is,  the  difpute  at  prefent  is  not 
between  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  but  between  us  and  IVeiiminfter-Hall, 
For  as  we  defire  to  have  few  or  no  caufes  brought 
before  us,  becaufe  we  get  nothing  by  them,  fothey 
defire  to  have  all  caufes  brought  before  them  for  a 
reafon  a  little  of  the  contrary  nature. 

For  this  very  reafon,  it  is  their  bufinefs  to  invent 
new  ways  of  drawing  caufes  to  their  courts,  which 
ought  not  to  be  pleaded  there.  As  for  example, 
this  very  caufe  of  Skhmer  that  is  now  before  us  (and 
I  (^onot  fpeak  this  by  rote,  for  I  have  the  opinion 
of  a  reverend  Judge  in  the  cafe,  who  informed  us 
of  it  the  other  day  in  the  Houfe)  they  have  no  way 
of  bringing  this  caufe  into  IVeftjiiinfter-Hall  but  by 
this  form  \  the  reafon  and  fenfe  of  which  I  leave 
you  to  judge  of. 

The  form  is  this,  that  inftead  of  fpeaking  as  we 
ordinary  men  do  that  have  no  art,  that  Mr.  Skinner 
loft  a  fnip  in  the  Eaft-lndies ;  to  bring  this  into 
their  courts,  they  muft  fiy,  that  Mr.  Skinner  loft  a 
ihip  in  the  Eaft-lndies^  in  the  parifli  of  IJlington^  in 
the  county  of  Middle/ex. 

Now  ibmeofus  Lords,  that  did  not  underfland 
the  refinednefs  of  thisffyle,  began  to  examine  what 
'the  reafons  of  this  lliould  be  j  and  fo  we  found  that 
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fince  they  ought  not  by  right  to  try  fuch  caufes, 
they  are  refolved  to  make  bold,  not  only  with  our 
privileges,  but  the  very  fcnfe  and  language  of  the 
whole  nation. 

This  I  thought  fit  to  mention,  only  to  let  you  fee 
that  this  whole  caufe,  as  well  as  many  others,  could 
not  be  try'd  properly  in  any  place  but  at  our  bar  •, 
except  Mr.  Skinner  would  have  taken  a  fimcy  to 
try  the  right  of  jurifdidtions  between  IFeftjnwftcr- 
Hall  and  the  court  of  Admiralty,  inftead  of  feeking 
relief  for  the  injuries  he  had  received,  in  the  place 
only  where  it  was  to  be  given  him. 

One  thing  I  hear  is  much  infifted  upon,  which  is 
the  trial  without  juries  ;  to  which  I  could  anfwer, 
That  fuch  trials  are  allowed  of  in  the  Chancery 
and  other  courts,  and  that  when  there  is  occafioii 
for  them  we  make  ufe  of  juries  to,  both  by  di:- 
reding  them  in  the  King's-Bench  and  having  them 
brought  up  to  our  Bar. 

But  I  ihall  only  crave  leave  to  put  you  in  mind, 
that  if  you  do  not  allow  us  in  fo me  cafes  to  try 
without  juries,  you  will  then  abfolutely  take  away 
the  ufe  of  impeachments,  which  I  humbly  conceive 
you  will  not  think  proper  to  have  done  at  this  time. 

Lord  L  u  c  A  s'  5  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  The  tenth 
Feb.  2 2d.  1 67 1.      Upon  the  reading  of  the^fS'coL 
Siibjidy  Bill  the  fecond  time  in  the  prefence  of^^^^'^^^^^^ 
his  Majejiy, 
My  Lords, 
TT  THEN,  by  the  Providence  of  Almighty  God,  LordLucas's 
y  V     ^^^s  nation  recalled  his  Majefty  to  the  exer-  ^^*'"''' 
cife  of  the  regal  power,    it  was  the  hope  of  all 
good  men,  that  we  fhould  not  only  be  reftored  to 
his  Majefty's  royal  prefence,  and  the  divine  laws, 
but  that  we  fhould  be  free  from  thofe  heavy  burthens 
under  which  we  had  lain  fo  long  oppreffed  :  We  did 
believe  that  from  thenceforth  every  man  fhould  fit 
under  bis  own  vine,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  peace 
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and  plenty  •,  and  that  Aftrea  herfelf,  long  fince  for 
the  fins  of  men  fled  up  to  Heaven,  Ihould  have 
been  invited,  by  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  and 
happy  reign,  to  return  hither  and  dwell  with  us, 
and  converfe  amongft  mortals  again. 

But  alas !  We  are  all  fallen  very  fhort  of  our  ex- 
pedlations,  and  our  burthens  are  fo  far  from  being 
made  lighter  to  us,  that  they  are  heavier  than  ever 
they  were  -,  and  as  our  burthens  are  increafed,  fo  our 
ftrength  is  alfo  diminifhed,  and  we  are  lefs  able  to 
fupport  them. 

in  the  times  of  the  late  ufurping  powers,  al- 
though great  taxes  were  exadlcd  from  us,  we  had 
then  means  to  pay  them,  we  could  fell  our  lands, 
our  corn  and  cattle,  and  there  was  plenty  of  money 
throughout  the  nation  •,  now  there  is  nothing  of  this; 
brick  is  required  of  us,  and  no  ftraw  allowed  to 
make  it  with.  For  that  our  lands  are  thrown  up, 
and  corn  and  catde  are  of  litde  value,  is  notorious 
to  all  the  world. 

And  it  is  as  evident  there  is  a  fcarcity  of  mo- 
Dey  ;  for  all  the  parliament  money  called  Breeches 
(as  fit  for  the  coin  of  the  Rump)  is  wholly  va- 
nifhed ;  the  King's  proclamation  and  the  Butch 
have  fwept  it  all  away,  and  of  his  now  Majefty's 
coin,  there  appears  but  very  litde,  fo  that  in  ef- 
feil  v/e  have  none  left  for  common  ufe,  but  a 
little  old  lean  coined  money  of  the  three  late  former 
Princes,  and  what  fupply  is  preparing  for  it,  my 
Lords  ?  1  hear  of  none,  unlefs  it  be  of  copper  farthings, 
and  this  is  the  metal  that  is  to  vindicate,  according  to 
the  infcription  on  it,  the  dominion  of  the  four  feas , 

And  yet  if  amidft  this  fcarcity,  the  vaft  fums  gi- 
ven were  all  employed  for  the  King  and  Kingdom^  it 
would  not  fo  much  trouble  us ;  but  we  cannot  with- 
out infinite  regret  of  heart,  fee  fo  great  a  part  of 
it  pounded  up  in  the  purfes  of  other  private  men, 
and  fee  them  flourilh  in  eftates,  who  in  the  time  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  happy  reftoration,  were  worth 
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very  little  or  nothing  -,  and  now  the  fame  men  pur- 
chafe  lands,  and  keep  their  coach  and  fix  horfes, 
their  pages  and  their  lacqueys  •,  while  in  the  mean 
time  thole  that  have  faithfully  ferved  the  King  are 
expofed  to  penury  and  want,  and  have  fcarce  fuffi- 
cient  left  to  buy  them  breiad. 

And  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  reward  of  our  fervi- 
ces  ?  Have  we  for  this  born  the  heat  of  the  day, 
been  imprifoned,  fequeftred,  and  ventured  our  lives 
and  our  families,  our  eftates  and  our  fortunes  ? 
And  mufl:  we  after  all  this  facrifice  fo  much  of  our 
poor  remainder  to  the  will  of  a  few  particular  men, 
and  the  maintenance  of  their  vanities  ? 

But  fuppofe  all  the  money  given  were  im ployed  for 
the  ufe  of  his  Majefiy^  and  his  Majefty  were  not  cou- 
zened  (as  without  doubt  he  is)  is  there  no  bounds  to,  or 
moderation  in  giving?  Will  you  fay  that  if  we  (hall 
not  plentifully  fupply  his  Majefty,  he  will  not  be  able 
to  defend  us,  or  maintain  the  triple  league  ?  And  we 
Jhall  thereby  run  the  hazard  of  being  conquered. 

'Tistrue,  my  Lord's,  that  this  maybe  a  reafonfor 
giving  fomething  -,  but  it  is  fo  far  from  being  an  ar- 
gument for  giving  fo  much,  that  it  may  be  clearly 
made  out  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  it  is  the  dire5i  and 
ready  way  to  be  conquered  by  a  foreigner.  And  it  may 
he  the  policy  of  the  French  King^  by  thofe  often  alarjns 
of  armies  and  fleets^  to  induce  us  to  confume  our  trea- 
jure  in  vain  preparations  againfl  him  :  And  after  he 
has  by  this  means  made  us  poor  and  weak  enough, 
he  may  then  come  upon  us  and  deftroy  us. 

It  is  not,  my  Lords,  the  giving  of  a  great  deaJ, 
but  the  well  managing  of  the  money  given  that  mufl 
keep  us  fafe  from  our  enemies  •,  your  Lordfliips 
may  be  pleafed  to  call  to  mind  the  ftory  of  Sampfon  ; 
while  he  preferved  his  hair  wherein  his  ftrength  lay, 
he  was  (till  vi^or  over  his  enemies  \  but  when  by  the 
enticement  of  his  Balilah^  his  hair  was  cut  off,  the 
Philiftines ca.mQ  upon  him,  and  overcame  him  :  And 
lb,  my  Lords,  if  we  Ihali  preferve  and  hufband  well 
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our  treafure,  wherein  our  ftrength  and  the  finews 
of  war  lie,  and  apply  it  to  the  right  ufes,  we  fhall 
ftill  be  fLiperior  to  all  our  enemies  •,  but  if  we  fhall 
vainly  and  imprudently  mifpend  it,  we  fhall  become 
an  eafy  prey  to  them. 

Befides,  my  Lords,  what  is  this  but  ne  moriare 
ino'r'i,  and  for  fear  of  being  conquered  by  a  foreigner, 
putourfelves  in  a  condition  almofb  as  bad  ;  pardon 
me,  my  Lords,  if  I  fay  in  fome  refpecl  a  great  deal 
worfe ;  for  when  we  are  under  the  power  of  the 
vidor,  we  know  we  can  fall  no  lower  •,  and  the  cer- 
tainties of  our  miferies  are  fome  kind  of  diminution 
of  them  :  But  in  this  wild  way  we  have  no  certainty 
at  all,  for  if  you  give  thus  much  to  day,  you  may  give 
as  much  more  to-morrow,  and  never  leave  giving 
till  we  have  given  all  that  ever  we  have  away,  and 
the  anxiety  of  mind  which  arifes  from  this  doubtful 
eftate,  is  an  high  addition  to  ourafHidtions. 

All  that!  beg,  my  Lords,  is,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  make  fome  eftimate  of  our  fclves ;  would  his 
Majefty  be  pleafed  to  have  a  quarter  of  our  eflates, 
for  my  pan  he  fliall  have  it  -,  would  his  Majelly  be 
pleafed  to  have  half,  for  my  part,upon  a  good  occafion 
he  fhall  have  it:  But  I  befeech  your  Lordfhips  then  that 
we  may  have  fomealTurance  of  the  quiet  enjoymentof 
the  remainder,  and  know  what  we  have  to  truft  to. 

My  Lords,  the  Commons  have  here  fent  us  up  a 
bill  for  giving  his  Majefty  the  twentieth  part  of  our 
eftates  at  the  full  exter.decl  value  :  and  I  hear  there 
are  other  bills  for  money  alio  preparing  -,  which  to- 
gether, according  to  the  beft  computation,  will  a- 
mountto  little  lefs  than  three  millions  of  money  ;  a 
prodigious  fum,  and  fuch,  that  if  your  Lordfhips 
fhall  not  afford  relief,  we  mud  of  necefhty  fink  un- 
der the  weight  of  fo  heavy  a  prefilire. 

My  Lords,  the  Scriptures  tcil  us,  that  CodAImgh- 
iy  fets  bounds  unto  the  Ocean,  and  fays  unto  it,  hither 
Jhall  thy  proud  IVaves  cCme  and  no  farther.  And  fo 
I  hope  your  Lordfhips,  in  imitation  of  the  Divinity, 
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will  fet  fonie  bounds,  fome  limits,  to  this  over-Jiberal 
humour  of  the  Commons,  and  Hxy  to  them,  hither 
JJjall  your  projufenefs  come  and  no  farther. 

My  Lords,  either  your  Lordfhips  can  deny,  or 
moderate  a  bill  ibr  money  coming  from  the  Com- 
mons, or  if  you  cannot,  all  your  great  eftates  are 
wholly  at  their  difpofal,  and  your  Lordfhips  have 
nothing  that  you  can  properly  call  your  own,  and 
then  let  us  pafs  this  bill  without  farther  examinati- 
on •,  but  if  you  can  deny  or  moderate  (as  without 
queflion  you  can)  your  Lordfliips  never  had,  nor 
pofTibly  will  have  fuch  a  fair  occafion  to  (hew  it. 

My  Lords,  upon  the  whole  matter  I  muft  hum- 
bly propole  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  your  Lordfhips 
will  be  pleafed  to  reduce  the  twelve-pence  in  the 
pound  to  eight-pence:  And  truly,  my  Lords,  I 
have  fome  reafon  to  hope  that  if  your  Lordfhips 
will  duly  rePie61:  upon  it,  ye  will  find  it  do  accord- 
ingly •,  for  in  the  firft  place,  it  will  be  fo  far  from 
being  a  difiervice  to  his  Majefty,  that  your  Lordfhips 
will  do  his  Majefty  in  it  the  higheft  fervice  in  the 
World  •,  for  although  ye  fhall  thereby  take  from  his 
Majefty  a  part  of  the  fum,  you  will  give  him  a 
great  deal  more  in  the  Love  and  Hearts  of  his  Sub- 
jecfs ;  and  there  his  Majefly  muft  reign  if  he  will  he 
Great  and  Glorious. 

And  next  your  Lordfhips  will  acquire  to  your 
felves  eternal  honour  ;  ye  fhall  thereby  endear  your- 
Iclves  to  the  v/hole  nation,  who  for  the  future  will 
look  upon  you  as  the  ancients  did  upon  thdv  Tutelar 
Gods  •,  nor  fhall  the  Houfe  of  Commons  but  the  Houfe 
of  Peers^  be  hereafter  precious  in  their  fight. 

My  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  mind  your  Lord- 
fhips, that  noble  ABs  are  the  fteps  whereby  the  great 
men  of  the  world  afcend  to  the  throne  of  glory; 
and  can  there  be  a  nobler  ad:  than  to  releafe  a  di- 
jlrefs'd  kingdom^  which  lies  languifhing  under  fo 
many  hard  opprefTions,  and  about  to  be  fo  much 
more  opprefTed  ? 

Ide- 


16 


Parliamentary    A.  1671. 
detain   your  Lord  (hips  too  long,  and  there- 


I 

fore  Ihall  fay  no  more,  but  muft  beg  your  Lord- 
fhips  pardon  and  fubmic  all  to.  your  better  judge- 
ments. 

This  fpeech  was  printed  fhortly  after,  and  was  Co 
diftateful  to  the  prefent  miniftry,  that  it  was  order- 
ed to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man.    However,    it  had  fuch  an  effed  upon  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  that  they  immediately  began  to  ex- 
amine this  fubfidy  bill  with  more  than  ufual  llridnefs. 
And  conceiving  that  the  Diftrejfes  allowed  and  ap- 
pointed   in  that  bill,  fuch  as  the  breaking  open  of 
their  doors,  were  not  agreeable  to  the  ancient  privi- 
leges  of  Peers ,    they    made   fome    amendments 
by  way  of  Provifo  to  the  bill,  in  order  to  aflert  their 
particular  privilege.      The  Commons  refufed  their 
amendments  at  this  time,    not  becaufe   it  was   a 
money  bill,  but  for  thefe  following  reafbns ;  which 
betweirthe they  dclivercd  to  their  Lordfhips  at  a  conference: 
twoHoufes,  c  Firft,  the  privilege   demanded  was  againft   the 
King,  and  againft  the  execution  for  his  fupply ; 
which  ought  not  to  be  clogg'd  with  any  unnecef- 
fary  circumftances  *,  it  being  itfelf  a  Non  07nitlas 
propter  aliquam  libertatem.    Secondly,  The  privi- 
lege demanded  is  not  due  to  their  Lordfhips  in 
point  of  right,  nor  can  it  be  infifted  upon  in  point 
of  honour :     i.  Eecaufe  there  is  as  much    reve- 
rence paid  to  their  Lordfhips  privileges  in  this 
bin,     as   ever  was   paid    in  a    Bill  of  fupply  •, 
there  being  a  provifoe,  That  the  'Taxes  to  he  col- 
le5ied  for  the  perfonal  eftates   and  offices  of  the 
Peers,  Jhall  he  colle5ied  hy  a  colle^or  of  their  own, 
2.  The   amendments   agreed  to :    That   nothing 
therein  contained  fhall  he  drawn  into  example  to  the 
Privilege  of  the   ancient   Rights   belonging  to  the 
Peers :  So  no  danger  of  any  ancient  right.  3.  Their 
Lordfhips  are  the  beft  judges  of  their  own  ho- 
nour \    but  in  the  bill  for  the  Royal  Aid^  there  is 
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'  the  faine  claufe  as  in  this  bill,  yet  their  Lordfhips 

*  did  not  then  think   fit  to  add  fuch  a  quahfication 

*  to  that  claufe.      4.  It  is  true  the  Commiffioners 

<  were  named  in  that  a6l:  But  that  can  make  no 
«  difference   in  the  cafe,  unlefs  their  Lordfhips  be 

<  afraid  where  the  nomination  is  trufted  to  the  King. 
«  5.  It  would  be  a  difhonour  to  your  Lordfhips  to 
«  have  this  claufe  (land  in  the  bill.     For  it  doth  not 

<  concern  the  tax  upon  perfonal  eftates  or  offices, 
'  but  fuppofes  a  Lord  taxed   for  his  land,  and  not 

<  a  hoof  left  upon  the  land   to  diftrain ;  and  that 

*  after  all  this,  a  Lord  barricades  up  his  houfe  to 

<  refift  a  diftrefs :    Is  it  fit  to  fuppofe  fuch  a  cafe, 

<  or  fhould  it  be  treated  with  ceremony  when  in 
'  happens  ?  6.  If  the  Lord  be  returned  into  the 
'  exchequer^  the  meanefl  Bailiff*  of  the  Sheriff  may 

*  break  open  the  houfe  of  a  Peer  without  more  cere- 

*  mony  ;  why  fhould  a  Commifnoner  be  appointed 
«  in  this  cafe,  unlefs  all  exchequer  procefs  be  intend- 
«  ed  to  be  debarred  by  this  claufe  too  .^   7.  A^^  diftrefs 

*  can  he  tifon  a  Peer^  without  a  warrant  under  the 
'  hands  of  two  CommiJftoners\  which  is  caution  e- 

<  nough.  8.  The  Lords  have  no  privilege  above  the 

*  Commons,  as  to  execution  againft  their  eftates  :  And 
'  therefore  we  hope  this  occafion  fhall  not  be  taken  to 

*  create  precedents,  for  new  privileges  in  payment  of 

*  money.     9.  It  would  difcourage  perfons  from  be- 

*  ingCommiffioners,  if  they  mufl  be  officers  to  attend 

*  the  diftrefs,  and  no  man  will  be  willing  to  ferve. 

*  10.  The  Aci  of  printings  leaveth  the  Lords  and 
'  Commons  equal,  as  to  the  privileges  of  houfes ;  and 
*•  no  bill  of  money  did  ever  diftinguifh  them.  1 1. 
«  The  whole  duty  may  be  avoided,  for  in  trufh  there 

*  lies  no  obligation  upon  any  Commiffioner  to  go 
'  with  any  officer,  and  fo  the  matter  may  be  wholly 

*  negledted.       12.  If  a  diftrefs  be  wrongful,  why 

*  fhould  a  Lord  have  a  better  man  to  bring  his  a6ti- 

*  on  againft,  than  a  Commoner;  and  who  will  ever  go 
«  to  fubjedt  himfelf  to  the  adion  of  a  Peer,   if  he  be 

*  difpleafed  with  the  diftrefs  V  However 
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However  convincing  thefe  reafons  were,  their 
Lordlhips  acquiefced  j  fo  that  the  bill  was  pafb'd  on 
the  fixth  of  March. 

Another  money-bill  (till  remained  to  be  pafied, 
viz.  for  an  additional  impofuion  on  feveral  foreign 
commodities.  This  met  with  fuch  unexpeded  im- 
pediments in  the  Lords  houfe,  as  not  only  caufed 
the  bill  to  be  loft,  but  occafioned  one  of  the  mod 
remarkable  controverfies  that  happened  throughout 
the  whole  Parliament.  After  this  bill  had  been  fi- 
nifhed  by  the  Commons,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords 
for  their  confent,  the  London  Merchants  prefent- 
ed  a  petition  to  the  Lords,  againft  many  particulars 
in  that  bill,  '  Shewing  the  inequality  and  difpropor- 

*  tion  of  the  rates  impofed  upon  certain  commodities 

*  to  be  fuch,  as  if  not  altered,  and  fome  which  were 
«  too  high,  brought  down  to  hold  a  true  proportion 

*  with  others,  which  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  fet 
'  low,  would  utterly  ruin   the  whole  trade  of  thofe 

*  commodities,  and  bring  an  irreparable  prejudice  on 
«  all  the  EngUjh  plantations,  and  confequently  upon 

*  the  whole  kingdom:  That  of  thofe  commodities 
<  being  the  principal  trade  of  the  plantations,  and 

*  that  of  the  plantations,  a  moft  confiderable  part  of 

*  the  trade  of  the  kingdom.'  The  Lords  convin- 
ced with  the  arguments  and  demonftrations  of  the 
merchants,  judged  it  abfolutely  necefiary  to  make 
fome  alterations  in  the  bill,  and  to  lower  fome  of 
thofe  rates,  and  returned  the  bill  fo  altered  and 
amended  to  the  Commons ;  withal  giving  their  rea- 
fons for  thofe  amendments  and  alterations,  which 
was  done  at  a  conference  between  both  houfes. 

Second  con-     This  Conference  wasdefired  by  their  Lordfhips,  up- 
'       bmh  on  the  fubjed  matter  of  their  laft  conference,  con- 


ference be 


tween 


houfes,       cerning  the  hill  for  impofitions  on  merchandke.,   &c. 

^^I'l/^'     wherein  the  Commons  comamunicated  it  to  the  Lords 

as  their  refolution,  that  there  is  a  fundamental  7'igbt  in 

that  houfe  alone  in  hills  of  rales  and  imfofuions  on  mer- 

♦5  chandiie^ 
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cb  an  dice,  as  to  the  matter^  the  me  a  fur  e^  and  the 
time. 

And  tlio'  their  Lordfhips  have  neither  reafon  nor 
precedent  offered  by  the  Commons,  to  back  that 
reiblution,  but  were  told,  that  this  was  a  right  fo 
fundamentally  fettled  in  the  Commons,  that  they 
could  not  give  reafons  for  it ;  for  that  would  be  a 
weakening  of  the  Commons  right  and  privilege  ; 
yet  the  Lords  in  parliament,  upon  full  confidcration 
thereof  and  of  that  whole  conference,  are  come  to 
this  refolution,  Nemine  contradicente^ 

'That  the  power  exercifed  in  the  houfe  of  Peers^ 
in  inaking  the  amendments  and  abatements  in  the  hilt 
iuttiiiled:  An  ad  for  additional  impofition  on  fe- 
veral  foreign  commodities,  and  for  encouragement 
of  feveral  commodities  and  manufadtures  of  this 
kingdom,  both  as  to  matter^  meafure,  andtime^  con- 
cerning  the  rates  and  impofition s  on  merchandice,  is  a 
fundamental^  inherent  and  undoubted  right  of  the  houfe 
of  Peers ^  from  which  they  cannot  depart. 

Reafons. 

I.  The  great  happinefs  of  the  government  of  this 
kingdom,  is,  that  nothing  can  be  done  in  order  to 
thelegiflature,  but  what  is  confidered  by  both  houfes, 
before  the  King's  fandion  be  given  unto  it ;  and  the 
greateft  fecurity  to  all  thefubjedls  of  this  kingdom, 
is,  that  the  houfes,  by  their  conftitution,  do  not 
only  give  afllftance,  but  are  mutual  checks  to  each 
other. 

II.  Confult  tlVe  U^rits  of  Summons  to  parliament, 
and  you  will  find,  that  the  Lords  are  not  excluded 
from  the  great  and  arduous  affairs  of  the  kingdom  •, 
and  the  Comrnons  o{ England  are  but  called  to  treat  and 
give  their  counfel  upon  them  all,  without  exception. 

J II.  We  find  no  footfteps  in  record  or  hiftory, 
for  this  new  claim  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  *,  we 
would  fee  that  charter  or  contrad  produced,  by 
which  the  Lords  divefled  themfelves  of  this  right, 

and 
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and  appropriated  it  to  the  Commons,  with  an  exclu- 
fiori  of  themfelves :  till  then  we  cannot  confent  to 
fhake  or  remove  foundations,  in  laying  whereof  it 
will  not  be  denied,  that  the  Lords  and  Grandees 
of  the  kingdom  had  the  greateft  hand. 

IV.  If  this  right  fhould  be  denied,  the  Lords 
have  not  a  negative  voice  allowed  them  in  bills  of 
this  nature  ;  for  if  the  Lords,  who  have  the  pow- 
er of  treating,  advifmg,  giving  counfel,  and  ap- 
plying remedies,  cannot  mend,  abate,  or  refufe  a 
bill  in  part,  by  what  confequence  of  reafon  can 
they  enjoy  a  liberty  to  rejedt  the  whole?  When 
the  Commons  (hall  think  fit  to  queftion  it,  they  may 
pretend  the  fame  grounds  for  it. 

V.  In  any  cafe  of  judicature,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly, and  indifputably,  the  peculiar  right  and  pri- 
vilege of  the  houfe  of  Lords ^  if  their  Lord  (hips 
fend  down  a  bill  to  the  Commons^  for  giving  judge- 
nient  in  a  legiQative  way,  they  allow  and  acknow- 
ledge  the  fame  right  in  the  Commons  to  amend, 
change  and  alter  fuch  Bills,  as  the  Lords  have  exer- 
cifed  in  this  bill  of  impofitions,  fent  up  by  the  Com- 
ffions. 

VI.  By  this  new  maxim  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons a  hard  and  ignoble  choice  is  left  to  the  Lords 
neither  to  refufe  the  Crown  fupplies,  when  they  are 
rnoft  necefifary,  or  to  confent  to  ways  and  proporti- 
ons of  aid,  which  neither  their  own  judgment,  or 
intereft,  nor  the  good  of  the  government  and  peo- 
ple, can  admit. 

VII.  If  a  pofitive  aflfertion  can  introduce  a  right, 
whatfecurity  have  the  Lords,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons Ihall  not  in  other  bills  (pretended  to  be  for  the 
general  good  of  the  Co?nmons,  whereof  they  wiil 
conceive  themfelves  to  be  the  fitted  judges,)  claini 
the  fame  peculiar  privilege,  in  exclufion  of  any 
deliberation,  or  alteration  of  the  Lords^  when  they 
fhall  judge  it  neceffary  or  expedient  ? 

VIII. 
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VIII.  And  whereas  you  fay,  this  is  the  only  poor 
thing  which  you  can  value  yourfelves  upon  to  the 
King  ',  Their  Lordfhips  have  commanded  us  to  tell 
you,  that  they  defire  rather  to  increafe,  than  anyway 
diminifh  the  value  and  efteeni  of  the  Houfe  ofCom* 
7?iom,  not  only  with  his  Majefty  but  with  the  whole 
kingdom  ;  but  they  cannot  give  way  that  it  fhould 
be  raifed  by  the  undervaluing  the  Houfeof  Peers,  and 
an  endeavour  to  render  that  Houfe  unufeful  to  the 
King  and  Kingdom,  by  denying  unto  it  thofejuft 
Powers  which  the  conftitution  of  this  government, 
and  the  laws  of  the  land,  have  lodged  in  it  for  the 
fervice  and  benefit  of  both. 

IX.  You  did  at  the  Conference  tell  us.  That  we 
did  agree  to  a  book  of  rates,  without  fo  much  as 
feeing  it,  and  that  never  a  hook  of  rates  was  read  in 
the  Lord's  Houfe ,  and  that  the  faid  book  of  rates 
was  figned  by  Mr.  Harhottle  Grimflon,  then  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  not  fent  up,  left  the 
Lords  Speaker  might  fign  it  too. 

As  for  the  hook  of  rates,  inftanced  in  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  it  was  made  in  a  way  different  from  ail 
former  books  of  rates,  and  by  an  afTembly  called 
without  the  King*s  Writ  -,  and  which  wanted  fo  much 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  that  the  Acl  they  made 
was  no  Aft,  till  confirmed  by  this  Parliament-,  tho* 
the  work  which  happily  fucceeded  in  their  hands, 
for  reftoration  of  the  ancient  government  of  this 
kingdom,  will  ever  be  mentioned  to  their  honour  ; 
yet  no  meafure  for  parliamentary  proceedings  is  to 
be  taken  from  this  one  inftance,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  right  of  the  Crown  in  making  hooks  of  rates^ 
and  of  the  Lords,  in  having  their  due  confideration 
thereof,  when  they  (hall  be  enadled  in  Parliament, 
which  was  fo  far  from  being  according  to  former 
ufage,  that  the  Lords  co-^.fidering  the  neceffity  and 
condition  of  that  time,  ai-d  there  being  no  com- 
plaint, pafTed  that  bill  upon  three  readings  in  one 
day^  without  fo  much  as  a  committecj  little  imagin- 


ing 
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ing  the  forwardnefs  of  their  zeal  to  the  King's  fer- 
vice  in  fuch  times,  would  have  created  an  argu- 
ment in  the  future  againft  their  power ;  and  if  the 
Lords  did  never  read  books  of  rates  in  their  houfe. 
it  is  as  true  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  do  not  pretend, 
nor  did  fhew  that  ever  any  was  read  there  but  this. 
Tho'  where  a  right  is  fo  clear,  and  reafons  fo  ir- 
refragable, it  is  not  to  be  required  of  thofe  who  are 
pofieffed  of  the  right,  to  give  precedents  to  confirm 
it,  but  thofe  who  difpute  the  right  ought  to  fhew 
precedents  or  judgments  to  the  contrary,  not  pafs  it 
(fubfilentio)  upon  the  point  controverted  :  Yet  the 
Lords  have  commanded  us  to  offer,  and  leave  with 
you  thefe  following  precedents. 

I.  By  Records  both  ancient  and  modern,  it  doth 
appear,  that  the  Lords  and  Commons  have  confulted 
together,  and  confer'd  one  with  another  on  the  fub- 
je6t  of  a  Supply  to  the  King^  and  of  the  manner  how 
the  fame  may  be  levied,  As,  14  Edw.  3.  N.   5. 
Apres grand  trete  et  pleanceentreles  grantz  etles  ditz 
Chevaliers  et  autres  des  Communes  Ejleans  en  dit  Pari, 
eft  accorde  et  affentu  per  tons  les grantz  et  Cojnmunes^ 
&c.   That  they  grant  to  the  King  the  9th  of  corn 
and  Wool,  29  Edw.  3.  N.  11.51.    Ed.  3.  N.  18. 
certain  there  named  from  time  to  time,    to  confer 
•with  the  Commons^  for  their  better  help  in  confult- 
ing  for  theraifing  of  money,  and  this  fometimes  by 
the  King's  command,  as  22  Ed.  3.  N.  3.     Some- 
times  by  motion  and  appointment  of  the  Lords  ; 
as   5  Ed.  3.  N.  8.  and  in  the  cafe  of  the  great 
contract  for  Tenures  and  Purveyances,  7  Jac.  14.  of 
Fehr,  1609.   fometimes  by  the   defire  of  the  Com- 
mons -,  As  47  Ed.  3.  N.  and  4  R.  2.  N.  10,  1 1, 
12,  13,  14,  15.  upon  a  great  fum  demanded  for 
the  King,  the  Co^nmons  come  to  the  Lords^  and  de- 
fire  a  moderation  of  the  Sum,  and  their  confide- 
ration  how  it  fhould  be  levied  •,  and  hereupon  was 
granted  by  Lords  and  Commons  12  1.  of  every  man, 
&:c.  It  is  obferveable  that  'NfJV,  13.  it  wasfaid,  the 

Lords 
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fenc  for  the  Commons  fevcral  times  before  them,  and 
propofed  to  them  the  manner  of  levying  the  money, 
and  afterwards  it  was  given  :  And  again,  6  Pa':h.  II. 
iV.  14.  And  in  the  cafe  of  the  great  contrad  be- 
fore mentioned,  7  Jac.  18.  June^  16 10.  the  Com- 
mons^ at  a  conference,  defire  to  know  what  projed: 
their  Lordfhips  will  propound  for  levying  that  which 
fhall  be  given,  other  than  upon  land.  And  after- 
wards, in  another  conference,  by  theCo?/2;;zi?;2janfwer 
was  made  to  the  Lords  propofal,  agreed,  That  the 
manner  of  levying  it  may  be  in  the  mod  eafeful  and 
contentful  way  that  by  both  houfes  can  be  devifed. 
See  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  intended  contract, 
which  doth  in  feveral  remarkable  inftances  Ihew, 
that  the  honje  of  Commons  themfelves  did  allow 
the  houfe  of  Peers  their  parr,  in  treating  and  debat- 
ing on  the  fubjed  of  money  to  be  levied  for  his 
Majefty, 

2. That  in  aids  and  fubfidies,  the  Lords  have  anci- 
ently been  exprefly  joined  with  the  Commons  in  the 
gift,  as  in  the  firft  we  can  meet  with  in  our  ftatutes; 
That  in  the  body  of  Magna  Charta^  cap.  37.  ne 
Archbi/hops,  Bijhops^  Abbots^  Priors^  Earh\  Barons^ 
Knights^  Freeholders  and  other  our  fubjeSIs^  have  given 
to  us  the  I  ^th  part  of  all  their  moveables :  which  muft 
include  merchandife.  This  (tile  the  ancient  grants 
of  fubfidies  and  the  modern  ones  too  do  retain  (the 
troublefom  time  of  the  war  between  the  houfes  of 
Tork  and  Lancafter  only  excepted  ;)  and  even  then  it 
was  (the  Com?nons  by  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords 
give  and  grtint)  till  the  beginning  of  King  Charles 
the  Firft,  by  thefe  words.  We  your  Majefly^s  loyal 
fiibje^Is  in  Parliament  ajfembled,  implicity,  or  by  the 
worJs,  PFe  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  'Temporal^  and 
Commons  in  Parliainent  afjembled^  exprefly,  the 
Lords  are  joined  in  the  grant,  as  by  the  perufal  of 
the  ftatutes  will  appear. 

3.  That  in  fubfidies  of  this  nature  {viz,)  cufloms^, 
the  Lor^ij  have  joined  with  the  Covimom  in  the  grant 

Vol.  I.  ^  C  of 
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of  them;  and  that  at  the  very  beginning  of  thefe 
impofitions,  as  when  40  s.  upon  every  fack  of  wool 
(a  home  native  commodity)  was  granted  to  Edw,  I. 
in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  to  him  and  his  heirs  : 
The  grant  is  Magnates^  Prcdlati  ^  tola  Communitas 
concejfermit.  See  Pari,  roll  3  Ed.  I.  M.  i.  N.  i. 
And  other  ancient  rolls  do  alfo  fhew,  that  the  Lords 
joined  with  the  Commons  in  gift  of  monies,  as  Clofe 
roll  3  £<i.  I.  M.  12.  Endorf.  3.  Grant  of  a  ie,th 
and  part  roll  3  Ed,  I.  M.  6. 

4.  And  more  particularly  in  impofitions  of  this 
very  fpecies,  tonnage  and  poundage :  The  Lords  were 
ever,  at  the  firft  beginning,  joined  with  the  Com- 
mons in  the  grant,  as  the  Parliament  roll,  in  47  of 
Ed.  III.  N.  10.  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  it  by  adt 
doth  declare  ,  where  'tis  exprefly  faid,  ^he  Lords 
and  Comjnons  do  grant.  And  this  ftile  did  continue 
in  a6ls  of  this  nature  till  the  end  of  Rich,  II.  After 
which  in  thofe  troublefom  times,  the  ftile  was  va- 
rious, till  K.  H.  the  Vlllth's  time,  and  this  ftile  of 
adts  of  tonnage  and  poundage  was  *,  We  the  Commons ^ 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
bitemporal  do  give  and  grant.  This  form  of  gift  in 
tonnage  and  poundage^  lafted  Edw.  VI.  Queen 
Mary.,  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Jajnes's  time,  as 
the  ftatutes  themfelves  do  declare. 

5.  And  to  prove  moft  undeniably,  that  the  Lords 
have  their  ftiare,  in  the  gifts  of  aids  and  fupplies 
to  the  King,  fee  the  a6l  of  9  H.  IV.  commonly 
called  the  indemnity  of  the  Lords  and  Commons ;  which 
provides,  that  the  Lords  fhall  commune  apart  by 
themfelves,  and  the  Com?nons  by  themfelves.  The 
latter  end  enacts  exprefly,  'That  the  King  fhall  thank 
loth  Lords  and  Commons^  for  fubfidies  given  him. 

6.  That  the  Lords  may  make  amendments  and 
alterations  in  bills  which  grant  tonnage  and  pound- 
age^  (the  very  queftion  now  between  us)  appears  in 
an  eminent  book,   cafe  '^^  H.  VI.  Febr,  17.  which 

was 
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was  a  confukatlon  of  all  the  Judges  in  England,  and 
the  Mafter  of  the  rolls,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liament called  in  to  inform  them  as  to  the  manner  of 
proceedings  of  bills  in  Parliament :  where  it  is  faid. 
That  if  the  Commons  grant  tonnage  and  poundage  to 
endure  for  four  years ^  and  the  Lords  grant  it  hut  for 
two  year  s^  it  [}jall  not  he  carried  hack  to  the  Com7no?iSy 
hecaufe  it  may  ftand  'with  their  grants  hut  muft  he  fo 
enrolled'^  and  that  the  Lords  have  made  amend- 
ments and  alterations  in  the  bills,  granting  tonnage 
and  poundage,  appears  by  that  ftatute  of  the  firft  of 
Edw.  VI.  and  the  firft  of  Queen  Elizaheth  tvcn  in  the 
very  point  now  in  difpute,  fuch  amendments  as  do 
lefTen  the  fum  of  the  King,  as  the  i  of  H.  VIII. 

The  P  RO Vis 0  itfelf  was  read  at  the  conference. 

«  We  have  ferioufly  confulted  our  judgments  and 

<  reafons  to  find  objedions,  if  it  were  pofTible,  a- 
'  gainft  the  power  of  the  Lords,  and  are  fo  far  from 
«  finding  any,  that  we  are  fixed  in  opinion,  that  the 

<  want  of  it  would  be  deftrudlive  to  the  govern- 

<  ment  and  peace  of  the  kingdom,   and  the  right 

*  of  the  crown,  in  balancing  and  regulating  of  trade, 
«  and  making  and  preferving  leagues  and  treaties 

*  with  foreign  Princes  and  ftates,  and  the  exercife 
«  of  it  cannot  but  be  for  the  fecurity  of  ail,  and  for 
'  the  eafe,  benefit,  and  fatisfadlion  of  the  fubjedt. 

'  Their  Lordfhips  are  very  far  from  defigning  to 
«  obftrudl  this  gift,  no  not  for  a  moment  of  time, 
'  much  lefs  for  ever,  as  was  hinted  to  them  at  the  laft 
«  conference:    And  therefore  they  defire  th^  houfe 

*  of  Commons  to  lay  it  to  heart  and  confider,    if  it 

*  fhould  fo  happen  (which  they  heartily  wifh  it  may 

*  not)  that  there  Ihould  be  an  obftrudtion  upon  oc- 

*  cafion  of  this  difference  at  whofe  door  it  muft 

*  lie  -,  theirs,  that  aflume  to  themfelves  more  than 

<  belongs  to  them,  to  the  prejudice  and  diminution 

*  of  the  others  right  >  or  theirs,  that  do  only  exer- 
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«  cile  that  jufl:  and  lawful  power,  which  by  the  very 

*  nature  and  conftant  practice  of  Parliament  is,  and 
'  for  many  ages  hath  been,  veiled  in  both  houfes. 

'  Their  Lordfhips  had   under  confideration  and 

*  debate  the  defiring  a  free  conference    with  your 

<  houfe,   upon  the  reafons  of  the  amendments  in 

<  difference  between  the^houfes;  but  when  they  found 

*  that  you  had  interwoven  your  general  pofition  with 

*  every  reafon  you  had  offered,  as  for  your  particu- 

*  lars,  it  feemed  to  them  that  your  judgments  were 

*  prepoffeffed,  and  they  hold  it  vain,  and  below  the 

<  wifdom  of  Parliament,  to  reafon  or  argue  againft 

<  fixed  refolutions,  and  upon  terms  of  impoffibility 

<  toperfuade,  and  have  therefore  applied  themfelves 

<  only  to  that  point,  which  yet  remains  an  impedi- 

*  ment  in  the  way  of  free  and  Parliamentary  debates 
«  and  conferences,    which  muft  neceffarily  be  firft 

<  removed,   that  fo  we  may  come  to  a  free  confe- 

<  rence  upon  the  bill  itfelf,  and  part  with  a  fair  cor- 

*  refpondence  between  the  two  houfes. 

The  end  of  the  fecond  conference, 

T^his  conference  was  the  22d  5/^  April,   167 1. 

Third  con-  tT^  ^  E  Earl  of  Anglefey  begun  the  report  of  the 

ference.        J^     conference:  Who  faid, 

'J'hat  Mr.  Attorney  told  them  ^  that  lecaufe  the  mat- 
ter is  of  mo?nenty  the  houfe  oj  Commons  have  trufted 
none  to  give  their  words  hut  themfelves  ;  and  therefore 
have  ordered  it  to  he  in  writings  which  is  as  follows, 
viz. 

The  Commons  have  defired  this  conference,  to 
preferve  a  good  correfpondence  with  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  to  prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  thofe 
mifunderftandings  which  may  pofTibly  interrupt  the 
happy  conclufion  of  this  feflion,  and  of  all  future 
Parliaments  too,  if  they  be  not  very  fpeedily  re- 
moved: Wherein  the  Commons  are  not  without 
hopes  of  giving  your  Lordlhips  full  fatisfadion  in 

the 
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the  point  in  queftion,  and  that  without  (liaking  any 
foundations  •,  unlefs  it  be  fuch  as  no  man  fhould  lay, 
much  lefs  build  upon,  the  foundation  of  a  p-rpetual 
diflention  between  the  two  houfes ;  three  things  did 
furprize  the  Commons  at  a  former  conference,  con- 
cerning the  hill  for  an  additional  impofition  on  fever al 
foreign  com?nodities. 

1.  That  where  they  expeded  a  difcourfe  upon 
fome  amendments  to  that  bill,  they  met  with  no- 
thing but  a  debate  of  the  liberties  of  their  houfe, 
in  the  matter,  meafure  and  time  of  rates  upon  mer- 
chandife,  with  a  kind  of  demand  that  thofe  liberties 
might  be  delivered  up  to  your  Lordfliips,  by  our 
public  acknowledgments,  before  there  fhould  be 
any  farther  difcourfe  upon  that  bill. 

2.  That  your  Lordfliips  fhould  declare  fo  fixed 
and  fettled  a  refolution  in  this  point,  before  you 
had  fo  much  as  heard  what  could  be  replied  in  de- 
fence of  the  Commons. 

3.  And  laftly,  That  your  Lordfliips  fliould  be 
fo  eafily  induced  to  take  this  refolution,  if  there  be 
not  other  motives  for  it  than  thofe  precedents  and 
reafons,  which  your  Lordfliips  have  been  pleafed 
to  impart  to  us. 

The  Commons  confefs,  that  the  befl:  rule  for  de- 
ciding of  queftions  of  right  between  both  houfes, 
is  the  law  and  ufage  of  parliaments  ;  and  the  beft  evi- 
dence of  that  ufage  and  cuftom  of  parliaments,  are 
the  mofl:  frequent  and  authentic  precedents  •,  there- 
fore the  Commons  will  lirfl:  examine  the  precedents 
your  Lordfliips  feem  to  rely  upon,  then  they  will 
produce  thofe  by  which  their  right  is  afferted  -,  and 
in  the  lafl:  place,  they  will  confider  the  reafons 
upon  which  your  Lordfliips  ground  yourfelves. 

By  the  nature  of  precedents,  which  your  Lord- 
fliips produce,  there  is  an  evident  departure  from  the 
queftion,  as  the  former  conference  left  it :  There 
the  doubt  was  narrowed  to  this  fingle  point,  viiz. 
Whether  your  Lordfliips  would  retrench  or  abate 

C3  any 
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any  part  of  the  rates  which  the  Commons  had  grant- 
ed upon  merchandife  j  here  the  precedents  do  go 
to  a  joint  power  of  impofmg  and  beginning  of 
taxes,  which  is  a  point  we  have  not  yet  heard  your 
Lordfhips  to  pretend  to,  tho'  this  prefent  difference 
prepares  way  for  it.  Therefore  either  thefe  prove 
too  much,  by  proving  a  power  of  impofing,  or  they 
prove  nothing  at  all,  by  not  proving  a  power  of 
leifening. 

And  yet  they  do  not  prove  a  power  of  impofing 
neither,  for  thofe  words,  (the  Lords  and  Commons 
grant)  mult  either  be  underftood  reddendo  fingula 
fmgulis  i  that  is  the  Lords  grant  for  themfelves, 
and  the  Commons  grant  for  countries,  cities  and  bo- 
roughs, whom  they  reprefent,  or  elfe  the  word 
(Grant)  muft  be  underftood  only  by  the  Lords  af- 
fent  to  what  the  Commons  grant  ;  becaufe  the  form 
of  law  requires,  that  both  join  in  one  bill,  to  give  it 
the  force  of  a  law. 

This  anfwers  the  ftatute  of  Magna  Charta^  cap. 
37.  and  thofe  few  inftances  where  it  isfaid,  the  Lords 
and  Commons  grant,  viz.  47  Ed,  III.  N.  10.  4R.  IL 
N.  10,  II,  12,  13,  14.  6  R,  II.  N.  14.  But  what 
anfwer  can  be  given  to  thofe  ancient  and  modern 
precedents  and  adls  where  the  grant  moves,  and  is 
acknowleciged  to  come  from  the  Commons  alone,  of 
which  a  multitude  fhall  be  herein  after  mentioned  ? 
The  cafe  of  the  14th  of  Ed.  III.  N.  5.  Apres  Grand 
irete  et  pleance  Entre  lezGrantz  et  Chevaliers  etCom- 
muns  fuit  ajjeniu^  &:c.  is  no  grant  of  the  ninth  fheaf,  as 
your  Lordlliips  cited  it  to  be,  but  an  agreement,  that 
the  nones^  granted  in  a  former  parliament,  ihould  now 
be  fold,  becaufe  the  money  came  not  in  faft  enough. 
The  22d  of  Ed.  III.  N.  5.  which  your  Lordfhips 
cited  to  prove  that  the  King  did  fometimes  com- 
mand the  Lords  toconfultwich  the  Commons  about 
raifing  of  money,  proves  little  of  that  •,  but  it  proves 
cxprefly,  that  the  Commons  granted  three  fifteenths ; 
and  as  the  grant  runs  wholly  in  their  names,  fo  the 
cecord  is  full  of  many  reafons  why  they  would  grant 

no 
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no  more,  and  upon  what  conditions  they  granted 
fo  much  -,  tho'  they  feem  to  make  a  fhew  in  your 
Lordlhips  part,  yet  they  prove  two  things  of  great 
importance  to  the  Commons. 

1.  That  all  aids  muft  begin  with  the  Commons, 
elfe  the  Lords  needed  not  to  have  conferred  about 
the  aids,  but  might  have  fent  down  the  bill. 

2.  That  when  they  are  begun,  the  Lords  can 
neither  add  nor  diminifh,  elfe  it  was  in  vain  to  ad- 
juft  the  matter  by  private  conference  before  hand,  if 
the  Lords  could  have  reformed  it  afterwards,  which 
fhews  what  little  fervice  the  records  of  29  Ed,  III. 
N.  II.  51  Ed.  III.  N.  18.  can  do  your  Lord- 
fhips  in  the  prefent  queftion.  From  the  time  of 
Richard  the  II.  your  Lordfhips  came  to  the  feventh 
of  Jac,  to  tell  us  of  the  treaties  betsveen  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  touching  the  contradt  for  Tenures  in 
Capite,  wherein  the  Lords  being  to  be  purchafers, 
it  waslefs  fubjedl  to  objedlion,  to  confer  both  of  the 
method,  and  manner  how  the  price  agreed  might  be 
paid,  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  King:  But  this  mat- 
ter hath  fo  little  affinity  with  the  prefent  queftion  of 
lefiening  rates  upon  merchandife  given  by  the  Com- 
mons, that  nothing  but  a  fcarcity  of  precedents 
could  ever  have  perfuaded  your  Lordfhips  to  make 
ufe  of  this  inflance. 

As  for  the  precedent  of  3  Ed,  I.  cited  by  your 
Lordfhips,  the  Commons  have  moft  reafon  to  reply 
upon  that  cafe.  Your  Lordfhips  fay,  that  in  the 
beginning  impofitions,  when  40  s.  upon  a  fack  of 
wool  was  granted  to  Ed,  I.  and  his  heirs,  the  Lords 
joined  in  the  grant  -,  for  the  words  are,  magnates, 
fralati^  ^  tola  communitas  concefferunt^  wherein  are 
thefe  miflakes. 

I.  That  the  record  was  not  a  grant  of  40  s.  upon 
a  fack  of  wool,  as  your  Lordfhips  fuppofe,  but  a 
reducing  of  40  s.  upon  a  fack,  which  Edw,  I. 
took  before  Magna  Chart  a  was  confirmed,  to  half  a 
Mark,  viz,  6  s.  8  d.  pr  fack  \  and  ic  was  at  the 
C  4  prayer 
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prayer  of  the  Commons,    as  fome  books  fay,  and 
cite  for  ir,  3  £^.  I.  M.  24. 

2.  The  record  which  your  Lordfhips  cite,  is 
twice  printed,  once  in  the  fecond  part  of  the  Infti- 
tuieSy  page  531.  And  again  in  the  fourth  part  of 
the  Injiitutes^  page  29.  And  by  both  thofe  places, 
it  is  evident,  that  the  concejjerunt  is  only  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  tola  Communitas,  and  not  to  the  Mag- 
nates^ for  this  was  a  grant  only  of  the  Commons,  and 
not  a  grant  of  the  Lords  :  And  to  demonltrate  this 
beyond  all  poITibility  of  fcruple,  the  printed  books 
do  refer  to  ftatute  the  25ch  Ed,  I.  cap.  7.  called 
cofifirmationes  Charter",  wherein  it  is  exprefly  de- 
clared by  adt  of  parliament  ;  for  by  the  laft  ilatute 
it  appears,  that  the  male  tote  of  40  s.  was  again  de- 
manded by  Edw.  I,  and  was  therefore  now  abro- 
gated, faving  to  the  King  and  his  heirs  the  demy 
mark  upon  a  fack  of  wool,  granted  by  the  com- 
monality, which  is  the  very  fame  grant  of  the  3d 
Ed.  I.  cited  by  your  Lordfhips  in  the  prefent 
queftion  :  But  this  isalfo  a  convincing  evidence,  that 
thofe  words  (the  Lords  and  Commons  grant)  are 
words  of  form,  and  made  ufe  of  in  fuch  cafes, 
where  the  grant  did  certainly  proceed  from  the  Com- 
mons alone :  and  to  clear  this  precedent,  we  pray 
your  Lordfhips  to  take  notice  of  the  ftatute  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  Ed.  VI.  cap.  36.  where  a  relief  is 
given  to  the  King  by  parliament,  and  in  the  title  of 
the  ad  (as  alfo  in  the  body  of  the  aft)  it  is  called  all 
along,  the  grant  of  the  Lords  and  Commons^  yet  in 
the  3d  and  4th  of  Ed.  VL  cap.  23.  this  former 
acl  is  rejedied,  and  there  it  is  acknowledged  to  be 
only  a  grant  of  the  Commons. 

And  as  for  the  cafe  of  the  9th  of  H.  IV.  called, 
the  indemnity  of  the  Lords  and  Commons^  thefe  things 
are  evidently  proved  by  it  -, 

I.  That  it  was  a  grievance  to  the  Commons  and 
a  breach  of  their  liberty,  for  the  Lords  to  demand  a 
committee  10  confer  with  them  about  aids. 

2.  That 
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2.  That  the  Lords  ought  to  confider  by  them* 
felves  apart. 

3.  That  no  report  fhould  be  made  to  the  King 
of  what  the  Commons  have  granted  and  the  Lords 
afTented  to,  till  the  matter  be  perfe6led  -,  Co  that  a 
plain  declaration  is  made,  that  the  Commons  grant, 
and  the  Lords  aflent. 

4.  That  the  gift  ought  to  be  prefented  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Commons. 

The  book  cafe  of  33  of//.  VL  Cap.  17,  is 
the  weakeft  of  all,  for  the  words  are  C  Si  les 
commiins  grant ^  p.  4.  Ann,  ^  Sannes^  4.  ceo  [era 
reliver, 

1.  Now,  this  was  no  opinion  of  any  judge,  but 
only  o^Kirby,  clerk  de  Parlia?nent, 

2.  This  was  a  cafe  put  by  the  by,  and  not  perti- 
nent to  the  matter  in  hand. 

3.  'Tis  impoffible  to  be  law,  being  againfl  the 
conftant  ufage,  and  pra(5lice;of  parliament  ;  for 
then  your  Lordfhips  may  not  only  lefTen  the  rates 
and  time,  but  you  may  chufe  whether  you  will  fend 
us  the  bill  or  no  back  again  with  amendments,  which 
was  never  heard  of  j  and  if  that  may  be,  why  was  it 
done  fo  now  ? 

4.  That  clerk  fays  your  Lordfhips  may  encreafe 
impofitions  too,  which  part  of  the  cafe  you  thought 
not  fit  to  cite,  becaufe  you  pretend  not  to  it. 

5.  Brook  parliament,  7.  puts  a  query  upon  the 
cafe  as  it  deferved,  but  if  the  law  books  are  to  be 
heard  in  this  cafe,  30  H.  VIII.  Bier.  43.  in  iu- 
dicial  authority.  Where  fubfidy  is  defined  to  be  a 
tax  Aflefs  per  Pari.  €t  gre  al  Roy  per  les  Commiins 
durant  VII.  de  che  Roy  taut  a  per  le  defence  de  mer- 
chants fur  lemere. 

The  provifos  in  the  bill,  i  //.  VIII.  which 
your  Lordfhips  feem  mainly  to  rely  upon,  we  con- 
ceive to  be  of  no  force  at  all,  unlefs  it  be  againfl 
your  Lordfhips;  for  as  it  appears  by  your  Lordfhips 
journals,  the  cafe  was  this  :  The  bill  itfelf  did  not 
J  pafs 
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pafs  the  3d  H.  VIII.  and  upon  the  43d  day  of  the 
Parliament,  the  Lords  affented  to  it ;  afterwards, 
upon  the  45th  day,  two  provifos  came  in,  one 
touching  the  merchants  of  the  Hans  Towns^  ano- 
ther touching  the  merchants  of  the  ftaple  of  Calais  ; 
both  were  figned  by  the  King  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor -,  and  the  Bilhop  of  IVinton  did  declare,  that 
the  fignii'g  of  thofe  provifos  by  the  Kings's  own 
hand  was  enough,  without  the  confent  of  either 
houfe  ;  To  that  the  additions  of  thofe  provifos  prove 
nothing  for  which  your  Lordfhips  cited  them  : 
becaufe, 

2.  They  were  figned  by  the  King. 

2.  They  were  brought  againftthe  courfe  of  Par- 
liament, after  the  bill  pafTed. 

3.  The  provifos  were  nothing  but  a  faving  of 
former  rights,  ufually  confidered  in  former  ads  of 
that  nature. 

4.  Your  Lordfhips  journals  declare,  that  the  King 
without  thefe  provifos  might  have  done  the  fame 
thing  by  the  prerogative. 

Only  this  may  be  fit  to  be  obferved  by  the  way'; 
that  as  the  bill  was  a  grant  of  the  Commons  alone, 
fo  the  thanks  for  the  bill  were  given  to  the  Com- 
mons alone  *,  and  fo  it  appears  upon  the  indorfement 
of  that  record. 

The  precedents  for  the  Commons,  which  on  the 
fudden  we  find  (for  we  have  had  but  few  hours  to 
fearchj  are  all  thefe  following,  viz, 

II  Ed.l.Walfinghami  486,  Populus  dedit  Regi 
^ricefimam  partem  honor um. 

25  Ed.  I.  Walfinghaniy  486,  Populus  dedit  dena- 
riutn  Norn, 

7  i/.  IV.  Walfingham^  566.  Pojlquam  Milites 
Parliament  ales  diudiftuliffent  concedere  E.egi  fuhfidiuniy 
infinetamenfra^i  concejfere. 

6  H.  IV.  JValfingbam.  564.  Suhftdium  denegatum 
fuity  procerihus  remtentihus.  So  hitherto  when  grant- 
ed, the  Commons  give  it ;  when  denied,  the  whole 
bill  is  rejedled,   never  abated..  i  Ed, 
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1  Ed.  III.  Stat.  C.  6.  The  Commons  griev'd, 
that  when  they  granted  an  aid  and  paid  it,  the  taxes 
were  reviewed. 

18  Ed,  III.  C.  I  flat,  at  large,  ^e  Commons 
grant  two  fifteenths^  the  great  men  grant  nothings  but 
go  in  per/on  with  the  King, 

^6  Ed.  III.  C.  II.  The  King  having  regard  to 
the  grant  made  by  the  Commons,  for  three  years  of 
wool  and  leather,  grants,  that  no  aids  be  levied 
but  by  confent  of  parliament. 

21  R.  II.  N.  y^.  is  the  firfl:  grant  of  tonnage 
and  poundage  for  life,  and  it  was  given  by  the 
Commons  alone. 

2  H.  VI.  N.  14.  The  Commons  grant  ton- 
nage and  poundage  for  two  years. 

31  H,  6.  N.  7,  8,  9,  10.  The  Commons 
grant  tonnage  and  poundage  for  life. 

8  Ed.  IV.  N.  30.  The  Commons  grant  two 
tenths  and  two  fifteenths. 

12  Ed.  IV.  C.  3.  The  grant  of  tonnage  and 
poundage  for  life  is  recited  to  be  by  the  Com- 
mons, and  mod  of  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  bill. 

The  wars  of  Tork  and  Lancafter  are  fo  far  from 
weakening  thefe  precedents,  that  they  ftrengthen 
them  rather  *,  for  no  man  can  think  the  Lords  were 
then  in  lefs  power,  or  lefs  careful  of  their  right  than 
your  Lordfliips  are  now  :  Wherefore,  if  in  thofe 
days  thofe  forms  were  approved  by  thofe  mighty 
men,  it  is  a  fign  the  right  is  clear. 

I  H.  VIII.  The  Commons  by  afifent  of  the 
Lords   grant  tonnage. 

15  H.  VII.   In   Ireland  was  the  firft  grantof 
tonnage  and  poundage,   but  it  is  faid,   at  the  prayer 
of  the  Commons  it  is  enabled  \  which  in  a  kingdom, 
where  they  are  not  tied  to  forms,    (hews  the  clear 
right. 

JVe  your  poor  Commons  hy  advice^  &c.  ^r^^;;/ ;i  Ed.vi. 
And  alfo  it  avers  the  right  time  out  of  mind  to  be^.^ca^.'s' 
in  the  Commons.       This  flat.   1  Eliz.  cap.   10.  lEHz.cap. 

^    •  -^  19. 
gives  ^ 
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gives  us  occafion  to  put  your  Lord  (hips  in  mind  of 
another  precedent,  which  appears  in  your  journal ; 
for  wnile  this  bill  was  palling  the  inhabitants  of 
Chejhire  and  Wales  petitioned  the  Lords  upon  the 
fecond  reading,  that  for  as  much  they  were  fub- 
jedl  to  pay  the  Queen  a  certain  duty  called  Mifes^ 
that  therefore  they  might  be  excufed  of  the  fubfidy 
and  abated  their  part  of  it. 

The  Lords  who  then  knew  they  had  no  power  to 
diminifh  any  part  of  the  aid  granted  by  the  Com- 
mons, did  therefore  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  Queen 
in  their  behalf.  The  Queen  commanded  an  entry 
to  be  made  in  the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
That  fhe  was  pleafed  the  Chejhire-men  and  Welfh-men 
fhould  be  refpited  the  Mifes  when  they  pay  fubfidies, 
and  refpited  the  fubfidies  when  they  pay  Mifes : 
Which  as  it  is  a  ftrong  proof  that  the  Commons 
alone  grant,  fo  no  body  can  diminilh  their  grant, 
elfe  what  need  had  the  Lords  to  apply  themfelves  to 
the  Queen  for  it  ? 

17  Car,  I.  tonnage  and  poundage  was  granted 
once  for  a  month,  then  again  for  three  months,  but 
ftili  the  grant  was  by  the  Commons  in  thofe  days, 
how  tumultuous  foever,  the  Commons  did  not  rife 
againft  the  Lords,  they  agreed  well  enough. 

In  fhort,  all  thefe  grants  were  of  the  Commons, 
yet  none  of  thefe  bills  were  ever  varied  by  your 
Lord  (hips,  or  your  predecefTors,  which  if  there 
had  been  fuch  a  right,  would  fome  time  or  other 
have  been  exercifed,  tho'  in  very  fmall  values,  pur- 
pofely  to  preferve  that  right. 

Thus  an  uninterrupted  pofre(rion  of  this  privi- 
lege  ever  fince  the  9th  of  H,  IV.  confirmed  by  a 
multitude  of  precedents  both  before  and  after,  not 
fhaken  thefe  300  Years,  is  now  required  to  be  deli- 
vered up,  or  an  end  to  be  put  to  allfarther  difcourfe ; 
which  opinion  if  it  be  adhered  to,  is,  as  much  as 
in  your  Lord(hips  lies,  to  put  an  end  to  all  future 

tranfadlionsr 
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tranfadlions  between  the  houfes  in  matters  of  money, 
which  we  pray  your  lordfhips  to  confider. 

^he  reafons  offered  hy  the  houfe  Co77imon5^    are 
thefe  : 

I  ft.  Becaufe  there  appears  not  to  the  Commons 
any  colour  from  the  precedents  cited  by  your  Lord- 
Ihips,  why  your  opinion  fhould  be  fo  fixed  in  this 
point,  we  fuppofe  the  main  defence  is  in  the  reafon3 
that  have  been  given  for  it. 

That  paper  begins  with  an  obfervation,  that  your 
Lordfhips  have  neither  reafon  nor  precedent  offer- 
ed by  the  Commons  to  back  their  refolution,  and 
yet  concludes  with  an  anfwer  to  a  precedent  then 
cited  by  the  houfe  of  Commons,  viz.  The  adl  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  now  in  force  •,  and  if  your 
Lordfhips  had  but  one  precedent  then,  you  have 
now  a  great  number  befide,  of  thefe,  3  Ed,  L 
I  Hen,  VI 1 1.  9  //.  IV.  and  divers  others  your  Lord- 
fhips furnifhed  us  with. 

Before  the  Commons  anfwer  to  your  Lordfhips 
reafons  in  particular,  they  defire  to  fay  firfl  in  gene- 
ral, that  it  is  a  very  unfafe  thing  in  any  fettled  go- 
vernment, to  argue  the  reafons  of  the  fundamental 
Conftitutions  -,  for  that  can  tend  to  nothing  that  is 
profitable  for  the  whole. 

And  this  will  more  fenfibly  appear  to  your  Lord- 
fhips, if  the  grounds  and  foundations  of  judicature 
be  examined,  for  there  are  feveral  precedents  in  par- 
liament, and  fome  in  book  cafes,  which  prove, 
that  judicature  is  not  to  be  exercifed  by  all  the 
Lords,  but  only  by  fuch  as  the  King  is  pleafed  to 
appoint ;  fo  is  the  book  cafe  of  22  Ed.  III.  N,  3.  A, 

B,  And  fo  in  parliament  roll,  25  Ed,  III,  N.  4. 
feveral  other  precedents,  where  the  Commons  by 
the  King's  good  pleafure  have  been  let  into  a  fhare  of 
the  very  judicature,  are  42  Ed,  III.  N,  20,  21. 
31  H.  VI.  N,  10.  8  of  Ed.  IV.  Hugh  Fric€*s 
cafe  in  the  rolls  of  parliament. 

N.B. 
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N.  B.  Some  Precedents  there  are,  where  it  was 
afligned  for  error  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  that  the 
Lords  gave  judgment  without  petition,  or  affent  of 
the  Commons  *,  fo  is  2d  H.  V.  N.  13. 

Would  your  Lordfliips  think  it  fafe,  that  a  dif- 
pute  fhould  now  be  made  of  the  very  rights  of  ju- 
dicature becaufe  we  have  fuch  precedents  ? 

Ifufage  for  fo  Jong  a  time  hath  filenced  all 
difputes  touching  your  Lord  (hips  judicature,  fliall 
that  ufage  be  of  no  force  to  preferve  the  privilege  of 
the  Commons  from  all  farther  queftions? 

Alfo  there  is  a  precedent  of  an  ad:  of  parlia- 
ment paffed  by  the  King  and  Commons  alone, 
without  the  Lords,  viz.  i  Ed.  VI.  6^.  and  that 
twice  approved,  viz.  i  EUz.  cap.  17.  and  the  c^tb 
of  Eliz.  cap.  19.  which  both  allow  and  commend 
this  ad. 

Shall  w€  therefore  argue  the  foundations  of  the 
legiflature,  becaufe  we  have  fuch  precedents  ?  But 
to  come  to  particulars  -,  your  Lordfhips  firft  reafon 
it  from  the  happinefs  of  the  conftitution,  TJjat  the 
two  houfes  are  mutual  checks  upon  each  ether. 

Anfwer.  So  they  are  ft  ill,  for  your  Lordfhips 
have  a  negative  to  the  whole  ^  but  on  the  other  fide, 
it  would  be  a  double  check  on  his  Majefty's  affairs, 
if  the  King  may  not  rely  upon  the  ^antum  when 
once  his  people  have  given  it ;  therefore  the  privi- 
lege now  contended  for  by  your  Lordfhips  is  not  of 
ufs  to  the  crown,  but  much  the  contrary. 

2.  Your  Lordfhips  reafons  drawn  from  the  writ 
of  fuinmons,  is  as  little  concluding  ;  for  though  the 
writ  does  not  exclude  you  from  any  affairs,  yet  it  is 
only,  de  quibufdam  arduis  negotiis,  and  muft  be  under- 
ftood  of  fuch  as  by  courfe  of  parliament  are  proper, 
elfethe  Commons  upon  the  like  ground  may  entitle 
themfelves  to  judicature,  for  they  are  alfo  called  to 
treat  de  quibufdam  arduis, 

3,  Your  Lordfhips  alfo  proceed  to  demand, 
where  that  record  or  contra^  in  parliament  is  to  he 

I  founds 
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founds  where  the  Lords  appropriate  this  right  to  the 
Commons  in  exclufion  of  the?}ifehes  ? 

Anfwer.  To  this  rhetorical  queftion  the  Com- 
mons pray  they  may  anfwer  by  another  queftion  ; 
where  is  that  record  or  contract,  by  which  the  Com- 
mons fubmitted,  that  judicature  fhould  be  appro- 
priated to  the  Lords,  in  exclufion  to  themfelves  ? 
where-ever!your  Lordfhips  find  the  laft  record,  they 
will  fhew  the  firft  endorfed  upon  the  back  of  the 
fame  roll. 

Truth  is,  precedents  there  are,  where  both  fides 
do  exercife  their  feveral  rights,  butnothow  either 
fide  came  by  them. 

4.  If  the  Lords  may  deny  the  whole,  why  not 
apart ;  elfe  the  Commons  may  pretend  at  laftagainft 
the  Lords  negative  voice. 

Anfwer.  The  King  muft  deny  the  whole  of  every 
bill,  or  pafs  it  ;  yet  this  takes  not  away  his  negative 
voice.  The  Lords  and  Commons  muft  accept  the 
whole  general  pardon,  or  deny  it,  yet  this  takes  not 
away  their  negative. 

The  clergy  have  a  right  to  tax  themfelves,  and 
it  is  a  part  of  the  privilege  of  their  eftate ;  doth 
the  upper  convocation  houfe  alter  what  the  lower 
grants  ?  Or  do  the  Lords  ever  abate  any  part  of 
their  gifts  ?  Yet  they  have  a  power  to  rejedl  the 
whole.  But  if  abatement  fhould  be  made,  it  would 
infenfibly  go  to  a  raifing,  and  deprive  the  clergy  of 
their  ancient  rights  to  tax  themfelves. 

5.  Your  Lordfhips  fay,  judicature  is  undoubtedly 
ours,  yet  in  Bills  of  judicature,  we  allow  the  Com- 
mons to  amend  and  alter,  why  fhould  not  the 
Commons  allow  us  the  fame  privilege  in  bills  of 
money  ? 

Anfwer.  If  contrads  were  now  to  be  made  for 
privileges,  the  offer  might  feem  fair,  but  yet  the 
Commons  ihould  profit  little  by  it ;  for  your  Lord- 
fhips do  now  induftrioufly  avoid  all  bills  of  that  na- 
ture,  and  choofe  to  do  many  things  by  your  own 

power. 
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power,  which  ought  to  be  done  by  the  Legiflative ; 
of  which  we  forbear  the  inftances,  becauie  your 
Lordfhips,  we  hope,  will  reform  them  ;  and  we  de- 
fire  not  to  create  new  differences,  but  to  compofe 
the  old. 

6.  Your  Lordfliips  fay,  you  are  put  to  an  ignoble 
ehoice,  either  to  refufe  the  King's  fupplies  when  they 
are  moft  necefTary,  or  to  confent  to  fuch  ways  or 
propofitions  which  neither  your  own  judgment  nor 
the  good  of  the  government  or  people  can  admit. 

Anfwer.  We  pray  your  Lordfhips  to  obferve, 
that  this  reafon  firft  makes  your  Lordfhips  judg- 
ments to  be  the  meafure  of  the  welfare  of  the  Com- 
mom  of  England. 

idly.  It  gives  you  power  to  raife  and  encreafe 
taxes,  as  well  as  to  abate,  for  it  may  be  fometimes 
your  Lordfhips  Judgments,  that  it  is  for  the  intereft  of 
trade  to  raife  and  encreafe  a  rate,  and  then  ftill 
you  are  brought  to  the  fam.e  ignoble  choice,  unlefs 
you  may  raife  the  tax. 

But  it  is  a  very  ignoble  choice  put  upon  the  King 
and  his  People,  that  either  his  Majefty  muft  de- 
mand, and  the  Commons  give  fo  fmall  an  aid  as 
can  never  be  diminifhed,  or  elfe  run  the  hazard  of 
your  Lordfhips  examination  of  the  rates,  whofe 
proportion  in  all  taxes,  in  Comparifon  to  what  the 
commonality  pay,  is  very  inconfiderable. 

7-  If  pofitive  affertions  can  introduce  rights  the 
Lords  have  710  fecurity^  hut  the  Comtnons  may  extend 
their  rights  as  they  judge  it  necejfary  or  expedient. 

Anfwer.  We  hope  no  affertions  or  denials  though 
never  fo  pofitive,  fhall  give  or  take  away  right  -, 
but  we  rely  upon  ufage  on  our  fide,  and  non-ufage 
on  your  Lordfhips  part,  as  the  befl  evidence,  by 
which  pour  Lordfhips  or  we  can  claim  any  privi- 
lege. 

8.  Your  Lordfhips  profefs  a  defire,  to  raife 
Qur  efleem  with  his  Majefty  and  the  whole  kingdom^ 
but  not  by  the  undervaluation  of  the  houfe  of  Peers, 

Anfwer. 
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Anfwer,  We  have  a  great  confidence  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  goodncfs,  that  nothing  can  \t?i^n  his  efteem  of 
our  dutiful  affedlions  to  him  •,  and  we  hope  we  de- 
ferve  To  well  of  our  country,  by  our  deportment 
towards  his  Majefty,  that  we  fhall  not  need  your 
Lordfhips  recommendations  to  any,  who  wifh  weJl 
to  his  Majefty,  or  the  prefent  government  •,  but  we 
are  fo  far  from  wifhing  to  raife  an  efteem  by  any 
diminution  of  your  Lord  ftiips  honour,  or  privileges, 
that  there  never  was  any  houfe  of  Commons,  who 
ever  had  a  more  juft  and  true  refpedl  for  that  noble 
conftitution  of  a  houfe  of  Peers  ♦,  of  which  your 
Lordfhips  have  had  frequent  inftances,  by  our  con- 
fencing  to  feveral  claufes  in  bills  for  fecuring  and  im- 
proving your  Lordfhips  privileges. 

We  are  forry  to  fee  your  Lordfhips  undervalue 
the  precedent  of  thislaft  adl  of  tonnage  and  pound- 
age, becaufe  if  it  were  an  a6t  of  the  Jaft  convention, 
'twas  confirmed  in  this. 

And  becaufe  the  right  of  the  Commons  there  af- 
ferted  was  purfuant  to  a  former  precedent  in  1642, 
and  pofTibly  had  not  pafTedfo,  if  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  that  cofivention  had  not  learned  from  fome  of 
thofe  great  and  noble  Lords,  who  now  manage  the 
conference  for  your  Lordfhips,  and  were  then  Com- 
moners, that  this  was  the  undoubted  right  of  the 
Commons. 

To  conclude,  the  Commons  have  examined  them- 
felves  and  their  proceedings,  and  find  nocaufe  why 
your  Lordfhips  fhould  put  them  in  mind  of  that 
modefty  their  anceftors  fhewed,  who  always  paid  a 
great  deference  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Lords  ;  for 
they  refolve  ever  to  obferve  the  modefty  of  their 
anceftors,  and  doubt  not  but  your  Lordfhips  will 
alfo  follow  the  wifdom  of  yours. 

To  thefe  the  Lords  proceeded  to  make  fome  re- 
plies, and  particularly  as  to  their  having  no  power  to 
alter  the   fubfidies  of  the  clergy,  nor  an  a6l  for  a 
general  pardon  :  They  faid,  thefe  were  things  eccen- 
VoL.  1,  D  trie 
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trie  to  Parliaments,  and  had  their  motion  in  another 
fphere  :   The  convocation  gave  one,  and  the  King 
of  his  free  grace  bellowed  the  other  ;  and  the  Par- 
liament only  gave  therti  the  force  of  law,  and  might 
chufe  whether  they  would  do  it  or  not ;    and  confe- 
querftly  this   was  no  ways  to  the  cafe  in  difpute. 
Bat  to  read  the  Commons  money-bill  three  times  in 
their  houfe,  and  to  commit  it,  without  any  power  of 
debating  upon  it,  was  a  folemn  piece  of  pageantry, 
beneath  the  dignity  of  a  Parliament.     As  to  the 
point  of  judicature,  they  alledged,    it  belonged  to 
the  Peers  before  the  very  being  of  a  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, rather  as  the  grand  council  of  the  nation, 
than  as  part  of  the  Parliament ;    and  being  veiled 
in  the  King,  as  Well  as  themfelves,  might  poflibly 
exift  without  the  fitting  of  a  Parliament.      As  to 
precedents  they  alledged,  we  have  feveral  for  us  •, 
but  it  were  enough  for'our  jullification,  if  there  be 
none  againft  us ;  and  there  could  be  but  one  of  thefe 
kinds,  either  that  we  have  of  our  felves  difclaimed 
fuch  a  power,  or  that  it  hath  been  denied  them  when 
they  have  claimed  it,  and  whofoever  (heweth  one  of 
either,  Erit  nobis  jnagnus  Apollo, 

But  before  they  could  finilh  their  arguments  or 
put  any  period  to  this  great  controverfy,  his  Ma- 
jefty  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  April  2 2d.  and  pro- 
rogued them. 

^he  K I N  gV  fpeech  to  both  houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

g^2-!3.  If  ^^  B^^^  ^^  ^^^  yo"  here  this  day;  I   would 

The  eie-     A  ^^^^  Called  you  together  fooner,  but  that  1  was 

venth  fef-   willing  to  cafc  you  and  the  country,  'till  there  was 

^^°"*    .   ,  sn  abfolute  neceflity.      Since  you  were  lall  here,  I 

ifeech/"^^have  been  forced  to  a  mod  important,  neceflaryand 

expenfive  war  •,  and  I  nn>ake  no  doubt  but  you  will 

give  me  fuitable  and  efietfl:ual  alTiftance  to  go  through 

with  it.     I  refer  you  to  my  declaration  for  the  caufes 

and 
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and  indeed  the  necejfity  of  this  war  ;  and  fhall  now 
only  tell  you,  that  I  might  have  digcftedthe  Indig- 
nities to  oiy  own  perlbn,  rather  than  have  brought  it 
to  this  extremity,  if  the  inter  eft  ^  as  well  as  the  honour 
of  the  whole  kingdom  had  not  been  at  (take :  And 
if  I  had  ommited  this  conjunfture,  perhaps  I  had  not 
again  ever  met  with  the  like  advantage.  You  will 
find  the  laft  fupply  you  gave  me,  did  not  anfv/er  the 
expedation  for  the  end  you  gave  it,  the  payment  of 
my  debts.  Therefore  I  mud  in  the  next  place  re- 
commend them  again  to  your  fpecial  care. 

Some  few  days  before  I  declared  the  war,  I  put 
forth  my  declaration  for  indulgence  to  dijjenters,  and 
have  hitherto  found  a  good  effed  of  it,  by  fecuring 
peace  at  home,  when  I  had  war  abroad.     There  is 
one  part  in    it  that  hath  been  fubjedt  to  mifcon- 
ftrudtion,  which  is  that  concerning  the  papifts ;  as 
if  more   liberty  were  granted  to  them,  than  to  the 
other  recufants  \  when   it  is  plain  there  is  lefs  :  for 
the   others  have  public  places  of  worfhip  allowed 
them,  and  I  never  intended  that  they  fhould  have 
any,    but  only  have  the  freedom  of  their  religion 
in  their  own  houfes,  without  any  concourfe  of  others; 
and  I  could  not  grant  them  lefs  than  this,  when  I 
had  extended  fo  much  more  grace  toothers,  mofl:  of 
them  having  been  loyal,  and  in  the  fervice  of  me, 
and   of  the  King  my  father  ;    and  in   the   whole 
courfe   of  this  indulgence,  I  do  not  intend  that  it 
.{hall  any  way  prejudice  the  church,  but  I  will  fup- 
port  it  in  its  rights,  and  in  its  full  power.  Having  faid 
this,  I  fhall  take  it  very  ill  to  receive  contradiction 
in  what  I  have  done.     And  I  will  deal  plainly  with 
you,  I  am  refolved  toftickto  my  declaration.     There 
is  one  jealoufy  more  that  is  maliciouQy  fpread  abroad, 
and  yet  fo  weak  and  frivolous,  that  fome  thought  it 
not  of  moment  enough  to  mention  •,  but  it  may 
have  gotten  fome  Ground  with  fome  well-minded 
people,  and  that  is,  That  the  forces  I  have  rat  fed  in 
this  war^  were  dejigned  to  control  law  and  -propertv  : 

D  2  I  wlfli 
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I  wifh  I  had  had  more  forces  lad  fummer  •,  the 
want  of  them  then  convinces  me  I  muft  raife  more 
again  the  next  fpring  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  you 
will  confider  the  charge  of  them  in  your  fupplies. 
I  will  conclude  with  this  afib ranee  to  you,  That  I 
will  preferve  the  true  reformed  Proteflant  religion^  and 
the  church  as  it  is  now  eftahlijhed  in  this  kingdom  -,  and 
that  no  man^s  property  or  liberty  jh all  ever  he  invaded. 
I  leave  the  reft  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Lord  Chancellor  Shaftlbury'x  Speech^    1672-3. 

Whereupon  his  Lordfhip  delivered  a  fpeech^  fo 
remarkable  and  memorable,  that  not  a  word  of  it 
ought  to  be  omitted,  and  is  as  follows. 

My  herds ^  and  you  Knights^  Citizens y  and  Burgejes 
of  the  Houfe  of  Cofnmons. 
Lord  Chan-fTrtHE  King  hath  fpoken  fo  fully,  fo  excellently 
^shaftsbury\    X     ^^^^'  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  himfclf,  that  you  are  not  to 
Speech  a-    expedl  much  from  me.     There  is  not  a  word  in  his 
%'^ch!''^     fpeech  that  hath  not  its  full  weight ;  and,   I  dare 
with  aflurance  fay,   will  have  its  effed  with  you. 
His  Majefty  had  called  you  fooner,  and  his  affairs 
required  it,  but  that  he  was  refolved  to  give  you  all 
the  eafe,  and  vacancy  to  your  own  private  concerns ; 
and  the  people  as  much  refpite  from  payments  and 
taxes,  as  the  neceffity  of  his  bufinefs  or   their  pre- 
fervation  would  permit.     And  yet  (which  I  cannot 
but  here  mention  to  you)  by  the  crafty  infinuations 
of  fome'ill  affedled  perfons,  there  have  been  fpread 
ftrange  and  defperate  rumours,  which  your  meeting 
together  this  day    hath    fufficiently    proved    both 
malicious,   and  falfe.     His  Majefty  hath  told  you, 
that  he  is  now  engaged  in  an  important,  very  ex- 
penfive,  and  indted  a  war  abfolutely  neceffary,  and 
unavoidable.     He  hath  referred  you  to  his  declara- 
tion, where  you  will  find  the  perfonal  indignities, 
by  pictures,  and  medals,  and  other  public  affronts, 

his 
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his  Majcfty  hath  received  from  the  States^    their 
breach  of  treaties  both  in  the  Surinain  and  the  Eaft- 
India  buQnefs :  And  at  laft  they  came  to  that  lieigth 
of  infolence,  as  to  deny  the  honour  and  right  of  the 
flag,  tho'  an  undoubted  jewel  of  this  crown  never  to 
be  parted  with,  and  by  them  particularly  owned  in 
the  late  treaty  of  Breda,  and  never  contefted  in  any 
age.     And  whilft  the  King  long  expeded,  and  then 
folemnly  demanded  fatisfadlion,  they   difputed  his 
title  to  it  in  all  the  Courts  o^  Cbrijlendom^  and  made 
great  offers  to  the  French  King,  if  he  would  ftand 
by  them  againft  us.      But  the  molt  Chriltian  Kir^g 
too  well  remember'd  what  they  did  at  Munfter,  con- 
trary to  fo  many  treaties,  and  folemn  engagements; 
and  how  dangerous  a  neighbour  they  were  to  all 
crowned  heads.     The   King  and  his  Minfters  had 
here  a  hard  time,   and  lay  every  day  under  new 
obloquies.   Sometimes  they  were  reprefented  as  fell- 
ing all  to  France  for  money,    to  make  this  war  : 
Portfmouthy   Plymouth,  and  Hull,  were  to  be  given 
into  the  French  hands  for  caution.     The  next  day's 
news  came,  that  France  and  Holland  were  agreed. 
Then  the  obloquy  was  turn'd  from  treachery  to  folly  : 
The  Minifters  were  now  fools,  that  fome  days  be- 
fore were  Villains.     And  indeed  the  Coffee- Houfes 
were  not  to  be  blamed  for  their  laft  apprehenfions  ; 
iince  if  that  conjunction   had   taken  effedt,     then 
England  had  Been  in  a  far  worfe  cafe  than  now  it  is, 
and  the  war  had  been  turned  upon  us.     But  both 
Kings  knowing  their  intereft,  refolved  tojoin  againit 
them,  who  were  the  common  enemies  to  all  monar- 
chies, and  I  may  fay  efpecially  to  ours,  their  only 
competitor  for  trade  and  power  at  fea  •,  and  who  on- 
ly ftand  in  their  way  to  an  univerfal  empire,  as  great 
as  Rotne.      This  the  States  underftood  fo  well,  and 
had  fwallowed  fo  deep,  that  under  all  their  prefent 
diftrefs  and  danger,  they  are  fo  intoxicated  with  that 
vaft  ambition,  that  they  flight  a  treaty,   and  refufe 
a  ceflation,     AH  this  you  and  the  whole  nation  fiw 

D  3  before 


jS  Parliamentary     A.  1673. 

before  the  laft  war  •,  but  it  could  not  then  be  fo  well 

timed,  or  our  alliances  fo  well  made.      But  you 

judged  aright,  that  at  any  rate,  delenda  eft  Carthago^ 

that  government  was  to  be  brought  down.      And 

therefore  the  King  may  well  fay  to  you,  it  is  your 

war.     He  took  his  meafures  from  you,  and   they 

were  juft  and  right  ones:   And  he  experts  a  fuitable 

affiftance,  to  fo  necelTary,  and  expenfive  an  adion  ; 

which  he  has  hitherto  maintained  at  his  own  charge, 

and  was  unwilling  either  to  trouble  you,  or  burden 

the  country,  until  it  came  to  an  inevitable  neceflity. 

And   his  Majefty  commands  me  to  tell  you,  that 

unlefs  itbeacertain  fum,  and  fpeedily  raifed,  it  can 

never  anfwer  the  occafion. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
Reputation  is  the  great  fupport  of  war  or  peace. 
This  war  had  never  begun,  nor  had  the  States  ever 
flighted  the  King,   or  ever  refufed  him  fatisfadlion, 
neither  had  this  war  continued  to  this  day,  or  fub- 
filted  now,  but  that  the  States  were  deceived  in  their 
meafures,    and  apprehended  his  Majefty,    in  that 
threat  want  of  money,  that  he  muft  fit  down  under 
any  affronts,  and  was  not  able  to  begin,  or  carry 
on  a  war.     Nay  at  this  day  the  States  fupport  them- 
felves  amongft  their  people,  by  this  only  falfhood, 
that  they  are  aflured  of  the  temper  of  England,  and 
of  the  parliament,  and  that  you  will  not  fupply  the 
King  in  this  war  •,  and  that  if  they  can  hold  out  till 
your  meeting,  they  will  have  new  life,  and  take 
new  meafures.     There  are  lately  taken  two  of  their 
principal  agents,  with  their  credentials  and  inftruc- 
tlonsto  this  purpofe,  who  are  now  in  the  tower,  and 
fl:;all  be  proceeded  againft  according  to  the  law  of 
nations.      But  the  King  is  fufficiently  affured  of  his 
people  •,  knows  you  better  -,  and  can  never  doubt  his 
Parliament.     This  had  not  been  mentioned,  but  to 
Ihew  you  of  what  importance  the  franknefs  and  fea- 
fonablenefs  of  this  fupply  is,  as  well  as  the  fulnefs 

of 
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of  it.  Let  me  fay,  the  King  has  brought  the  States 
to  that  condition,  that  your  hearty  conjunction,  at 
this  time,  in  fupplying  his  Majefty,  will  make  them 
never  more  formidable  to  Kings,  or  dangerous  to 
England:  And  if  after  this  you  fufFer  them  to  get 
up,  let  this  beremembred,  the  States  o^  Holland  are 
England's  eternal  enemy  both  by  intereft  and  in- 
clination. 

In  the  next  place,  to  the  fupply  for  the  carrying 
on  of  the  war,  his  Majefty  recommends  to  you  the 
taking  care  of  his  debts  -,    what  you  gave  the  laft 
feflion,  did  not  near  anfwer  your  own  expedtation. 
Befides,  another  confiderable  aid  you  defigned  his 
Majefty,  was  unfortunately  loft  in  the  birth  ;  fo  that 
the  King  was  forced,  for  the  carrying  on  of  his  af- 
fairs, much  againft  his  will,  to  put  a  ftop  to  the 
payments  out  of  the  exchequer.      He  faw  the  pref- 
fures  upon  himfelf,  and  growing  inconveniences  to 
his  people  by  great  intereft.  ;    and   the  difference 
through  all  his  bufinefs  between  ready  money,  and 
orders.     This  gave  the  King  the  neceffity  ofthac 
proceeding  •,  to  make  ufe  of  his  own  revenue,  which 
hath  been  of  fo  great  effect  in  this  war.    But  though 
he  hath  put  a  ftop  to  the  trade  and  gain  of  bankers, 
yet  he  would  be  unwilling  to  ruin  them,  and  opprefs 
fo  many  families,  as  are  concerned  in  thofe  debts  ^ 
befides,  it  were  too  difproporcionable  a  burden  upoa 
many  of  his  good  fubjedls.     But  neither  the  bankers, 
nor  they,  have  reafon  to  complain  if  you  now  take 
them  into  your  care,    and  they  have  paid  them, 
what  was  due  to  them,  when  the  ftop  was  made 
with   fix  per  cent,  intereft  from  that  time.      The 
King  is  very  much  concerned  both  in  honour  and 
intereft  to  fee  this  done.      And  yet  he  defires  you 
not  to  mif-time  it  ;  but  that  it  may  have  only  the 
fecond  place,  and  that  you  will  firft  fettle  what  you 
intend  about  the  fupply. 

His  Majefty  has  fo  fully  vindicated  his  declaration 
from  that  calumny  concerning  the  Papifts,  that  no 
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reafonable  fcruple  can  be  made  by  any  good  man. 
He  has  fufficiently  juftified  it  by  the  time  it  was 
publifhed  in,  and  the  effeds  he  hath  from  it-,  and 
might  have  done  it  more  from  the  agreeablenefs  of 
it  to  his  own  natural  difpofition,  which  no  good 
Engliflj?7ian  can  wifh  other  than  it  is.  tie  loves  not 
blood,  or  rigorous  feverities ;  but  where  mild,  or 
gentle  ways  may  be  ufed  by  a  wife  Prince,  he  is 
certain  to  choofe  them.  The  church  of  England 
and  all  good  Proteftants  have  reafon  to  rejoice  in 
fuch  a  head,  and  fuch  a  defender.  His  Majefty  doth 
declare  his  care  and  concerns  for  the  church,  and 
will  maintain  them  in  all  their  rights  and  privileges, 
tqual,  if  not  beyond  any  of  his  predecefibrs  •,  he  was 
born  and  bred  up  in  it  •,  it  was  that  his  Father  died 
for :  We  all  know  how  great  temptations  and  offers 
he  refilled  abroad,  when  he  was  in  his  lowed  con- 
dition ;  and  he  thinks  it  the  honour  of  his  reign,  that 
he  hath  been  the  reftorer  of  the  church  :  'Tis  that  he 
will  ever  maintain,  and  hopes  to  leave  to  pofterity, 
in  greater  luftre,  and  upon  furer  grounds,  than  your 
anccftors  ever  faw  it.  But  his  Majefiy  is  not  con- 
vinced that  violent  ways  are  the  interelt  of  religion 
or  the  church. 

There  is  one  thing  more,  that  I  am  commanded 
to  fpeak  to  you  of,  which  is  thejealoufy,  that  hath 
been  foolifhly  fpread  abroad,  of  the  forces  the  King 
hath  raifed  in  this  v;ar.  Wherein  the  King  hath 
opened  himfcif  freely  to  you,  and  confeffed  the 
tault  on  the  other  hand.  For  if  this  laft  Summer  had 
liot  proved  a  miracle  of  ftorms  and  tempefts,  fuch  as 
ftrcured  their  Raft -India  fleet,  and  protecfled  their 
fea-coaft  from  a  defcent,  nothing  but  the  true  reafon 
(want  of  money)  could  have  juftified  the  ddtCi  in 
the  number  of  our  forces.  'Tis  that  his  Majefty  is 
providing  for  againft  the  next  fpring,  having  given 
out  orders  for  the  raifing  of  feven  or  eight  regiments 
more  of  foot,  under  the  command  of  perfons  of  the 
greateft  fortunes  and  quality.    And  I  am  earneftly 

to 
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to  recommend  to  you,  that  in  your  fupplies,  you 
will  take  into  your  confideration  this  neccflary  ad- 
dition of  charges. 

And  after  his  Majefty's  conclufion  of  his  fpeech. 
Jet  me  conclude,  nay,  let  us  all  conclude  with 
blefling  God,  and  the  King.  Let  us  blefs  God, 
that  he  hath  given  us  fuch  a  King,  to  be  the  repairer 
of  our  breaches,  both  in  church  and  ftaie  •,  and  the 
reflorer  of  our  paths  to  dwell  in  :  That  in  the  midll 
of  war  and  mifery,  which  rages  in  our  neighbour 
countries,  our  Garners  are  full^  and  there  is  no  coin^ 
flaining  in  our  ftreets ;  and  a  man  can  hardly  know 
that  there  is  a  war.  Let  us  blefs  God,  that  hath 
given  this  King  fignally  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
and  moft  particularly  of  this  Parliament,  who  in 
their  affedlion  and  loyalty  to  their  Prince  have  ex- 
ceeded all  their  predecefTors ;  a  Parliament  with 
whom  the  King  hath  for  many  years  lived  with  all 
the  carefTes  of  a  happy  marriage.  Has  the  King 
had  a  concern  ?  you  have  wedded  it.  Has  his 
Majefty  wanted  fupplies?  you  have  readily,  chear- 
fully,  and  fully  provided  for  them.  You  have 
relied  upon  the  wifdom  and  condud  of  his  Majefty 
in  all  his  affairs  ;  fo  that  you  have  never  attempted 
to  exceed  your  bounds,  or  to  impofc  upon  him. 
Whilfb  the  King  on  the  other  hand,  hath  made  your 
counfels  the  foundations  of  all  his  proceedings  ;  and 
hath  been  fo  tender  of  you,  that  he  hath  upon  his 
own  revenue  and  credit,  endeavoured  to  fupporc 
even  foreign  wars,  that  he  might  be  leaft  uneafy  to 
you,  or  burthenfom  to  his  people.  And  let  me 
fay,  that  though  this  marriage  be  according  to  M<?/^j's 
law,  where  the  hufband  can  give  a  bill  of  divorce, 
put  her  away,  and  take  another  ;  yet  I  can  afTure 
you,  it  is  as  impofTible  for  the  King  to  part  with 
this  Parliament,  as  it  is  for  you  to  depart  from  that 
loyalty,  afFedion,  and  dutiful  behaviour,  you  have 
hitherto  fhewed  towards  him. 
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Let  us  blefs  the  King  for  taking  away  all  Qur 
fears,  and  leaving  no  room  for  jealoufies :  For  thofe 
afTurances  and  promifes  he  hath  made  us.  Let  us 
blefs  God  and  the  King,  that  our  religion  is  fafe  : 
That  the  Church  of  England  is  the  care  of  our 
Prince  -,  that  Parliaments  are  fife,  that  our  proper- 
ties and  liberties  are  fafe :  What  more  hath  a  good 
Englijhwan  to  afk,  but  that  his  King  may  long 
reign,  and  that  this  triple-alliance  of  King,  Parlia- 
ment, and  People  m>ay  never  be  diflblved  ? 

The  Commons  Addrefs  agamft  the  Declaration 
of  Indulgence, 


Com-    %  f^  I   ^-'  y^^^   Majefty's  molt  faithful  and  loyal 


Mofi  gracious  Soverign^ 

^"ns^Aci-  VV  fubjeifts,  the  Commons  affembled  in  Parlia- 
the  deda'-"^  ^^^^»  ^°  ^"  ^^^^  ^^^  place,  as  in  all  duty  bound, 
ration  of  In- return  your  Majefty  our  moft  humble  and  hearty 
duigeoce.  |-[j^pj|^s^  Iqi-  j-j-jg  many  gracious  promifes  and  afTur- 
ances, which  your  Majefty  hath  feveral  times  (dur- 
ing this  prefent  Parliament)  given  unto  us,  "That 
your  Majejiy  wou^d  fecure  and  maintain  mito  us  the 
true  reformed  ProteJIant  religion^  our  liberties  and  pro- 
feriies :  Which  moft  gracious  affurances  your  Ma- 
jefty hath,  outof  your  great  goodnefs,  been  pleafed 
to  renew  unto  us,  more  particularly  at  the  opening 
of  this  prefent  feffion  of  Parliament.  And  farther 
we  crave  leave  humbly  to  reprefent,  that  we  have, 
■with  all  duty  and  expedition,  taken  into  our  confi- 
cjeration  feveral  parts  of  your  Majefty's  laft  fpeech 
to  us,  and  withal  rhe  declaration  therein  mentioned 
ior  indulgence  to  DiiTenters,  dated  the  15/i?  day  of 
March  laft  :  And  we  find  ourlelves  bound  in  duty 
to  inform  your  Majefty,  ^bat  penal flatutes  in  ?naiiers 
ecclejiajlical^  cannot  befufpended  but  hy  aEl  of  Parlia- 
went.  We  therefore,  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and 
Burgefies  of  your  Majefty's  houfe  of  Commons,  do 
moft  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  the  laws 

may 
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may  have  their  freecourfe,  until  itfhall  be  otherwife 
provided  for  by  adl  of  Parliament :  And  that  your 
Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  fuch 
diredlions  herein,  'That  no  appreherfwns  or  jealoufies 
may  remain  in  the  hearts  of  your  Majeftfs  good  and 
faithful  fubje^s. 

This  addrefs  was  delivered  to  the  King  on  the 
igth  o^  February  -,  to  which  his  Majefty  anfwered. 
That  it  was  of  importance^  and  therefore  he  would 
return  his  anfwer  in  writing.  Accordingly  four 
days  after,  he  fent  this  anfwer  to  the  houfe. 

Charles  Reic^ 
His  Majefty  hath  received  an  addrefs  from  you,  th^^'"?'* 
and  hath  ferioufly  confidered  of  it,  and  returneth 
you  this  anfwer:  That  he  is  very  much  troubled 
that  that  declaration,  which  he  put  out  for  ends  fo 
necefTary  to  the  quiet  of  this  kingdom,  efpecially  in 
that  conjundlure,  fhould  prove  the  caufe  of  difquiet, 
and  give  occafion  to  the  queftloning  of  his  power 
in  ecclefiaftics,  which  he  finds  not  done  in  the 
reigns  of  any  of  his  anceftors.  He  is  fare  he  never 
had  thoughts  of  ufing  it  otherwife,  than  as  it  hath 
been  intrufted  to  him,  to  the  peace  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  church  of  England^  and  the  eafe  of  all 
his  fubje6ts  in  general :  Neither  doth  he  pretend  to 
fufpend  any  laws,  wherein  the  properties,  rights,  or 
liberties  of  any  of  his  fubjeds  are  concerned,  nor  to 
alter  any  thing  in  the  eftabliftied  do6lrine  or  difci- 
pline  of  the  church  of  England :  But  his  only  defigri 
in  this,  was  to  take  off  the  penalties  which  the 
ftatutes  inflid  upon  the  DifTenters  j  and  which  he 
believed,  when  well  confidered  of,  you  your  felves 
would  wifh  not  executed  according  to  the  rigour  and 
letter  of  the  law  :  Neither  hath  he  done  this  with 
any  thought  of  avoiding  or  precluding  the  advice  of 
the  Parliament;  and  if  any  bill  ihall  be  offered 
him,  which  (hall  appear  more  proper  to  attain  the 
afore faid  ends,  and  fecure  the  peace  of  the  church 

and 
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and  kingdom  ;  when  tendered  in  due  manner  to  him, 
he  will  /hew  how  readily  he  will  concur  in  all  ways 
that  Jh all  appear  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Commons  immediately  came  to  this  fhort 
refolution,  that  tlie  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  returned 
to  his  Miijefty,  for  his  gracious  aflurances  and  pro- 
mifes  in  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefs :  But  being  ftill 
unfatisfied,  they  three  days  after  agreed  upon  this 
following  anfwer,  or  fecond  addrefs. 

Mojl  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

lons^^cond  ^^  y^"^  Majefty's  humble  and  loyal  fubje^s, 
Addrefs.  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes  in  Parliament 
aflembled,  do  render  to  your  facred  Majefty  our 
moft  dutiful  thanks,  for  that,  to  our  unfpeakable 
comfort,  your  Majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  reiterate 
to  us  thofe  gracious  promifes  and  aflurances  of 
maintaining  the  religion  new  eflahlifhed^  and  the  liberties 
and  properties  of  your  people :  And  we  do  not  in  the 
Jeaft  meafure  doubt  but  that  your  Majefty  had  the 
fame  gracious  intentions  in  giving  fatifadion  to  your 
iiibjedts,  by  your  anfwer  to  our  laft  petition  and 
addrefs  :  Yet,  upon  a  ferious  confideration  thereof, 
we  find,  that  the  laid  anfwer  is  not  fufRcient  to 
•  clear  the  apprehenflons,  that  may  juftly  remain  in 

the  minds  of  the  people,  by  your  Majefty 's  having 
claim'd  a  power  to  fufpend  penal  ftatutes  in  matters 
ecclefiaflical  \  and  which  your  Majefty  does  ftill  feem 
to  affert  in  the  faid  anfwer,  to  he  entitided  in  the 
crown^  and  never  quejlioned  in  any  of  the  reigns  of  your 
ancefiors ;  wherein  we  humbly  conceive,  that  your 
Majefty  hath  been  much  mifinformed ;  fince  no 
fuch  power  was  ever  claimed,  or  exercifed  by  any 
of  your  Majefty's  predeceflbrs ;  and  if  it  fliould  be 
admitted,  might  tend  to  the  interrupting  the  free 
courfe  of  the  law^s,  and  altering  the  legiflative 
power,  which  hath  always  been  acknowledged 
to  7'efule  in  your  Majefty^  and  your  two  houfes  of 
Parliament.     We  do  tht^refore,  with  an  unanimous 

confent. 
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confent,  become  again  moft  humble  fuitors  to  yonr 
facred  Majefty,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
to  us  a  full  and  fatisfadory  anfwer,  to  our  faid  pe- 
tition and  addrefs  •,  and  that  your  Majefty  would 
take  fuch  efFedual  order*,  That  the  proceedings  in  this 
matter  may  not,  for  the  future^  he  drawn  into  confe- 
quence,  or  example.  The  King's  anfwer  to  this  ad- 
drefs was,  it  is  of  confequence,  and  1  will  take  it 
into  confideration. 

In  the  midft  of  the  warm  debates  concerning 
the  King's  declaration  for  indulgence,  it  is  obferv- 
able  that  no  man  was  more  zealous  in  oppofing  it 
than  alderman  Love^  a  city  member,  and  a  noted 
di (Tenter,  who  declared,  he  had  much  rather  ftill  go 
without  their  defired  liberty^  than  have  it  in  a  way 
that  would  prove  fo  detrimental  to  the  Nation :  Theie 
debates  gradually  introduced  a  new  ad,  fince  called 
the  teft  a5f^  then  levelled  at  the  papifts ;  upon  which 
we  are  told,  that  the  Lord  Clifford  got  fome  in  the 
houfe  to  move  in  favour  of  the  dilfenters,  hoping 
that  would  have  provoked  one  fide  or  the  other ; 
and  that  either  the  church  party  might  be  offended 
with  the  motion,  or  the  diHenters  with  refufing.  it  : 
But  it  was  ftopped  by  the  forementioned  alderman, 
who  defired,  tho'  his  perfuafion  was  well  known, 
that  nothing  with  relation  to  them  might  intervene^  to 
ft  op  thefecurity  that  the  Nation  and  the  proteflant  reli- 
gion  might  have  by  that  new  a^  ;  in  which  he  was 
feconded  by  the  moft  of  his  party  :  Their  behavi- 
our in  thefe  matters,  it  feems,  wrought  fo  much 
dpon  the  houfe  that  had  beenfo  zealous  againft  them, 
that  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  \n  for  the  eafe 
of  his  Maje[lfs  fuhje5ls^  diffenters  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion  from  the  Church  of  England  \  which  was  firft 
read  on  the  zy lb  of  February,  and  not  long  after 
completed  in  the  houfe  of  Commons.  It  did  not 
get  through  the  houfe  of  Lords,  but  was  not  ftopped 
there,  as  is  generally  reprefented  -,  but  only  acci- 
dentally protruded  upon  the  account  of  fome  amend- 
ments 


^6  Parliamentary      A.  1673; 

inents,  till  the  King  caus'd  the  parliament  to  break 
up  before  the  amendments  could  be  agreed  to  by 
the  Commons,  as  appears  by  the  journals.  How- 
ever the  fubriance  of  the  bill  is  proper  to  be  remem- 
bredefpeciaily  (ince  we  do  not  find  it  in  print. 
BUI  for  the  ^  ^p^^f  e^fe  o^^\\  b^  given  to  his  Majefty's  pro- 
fenws.  ^'  teftant  fabjeds,  dilTenters  in  matters  of  religion, 
who  Ihall  fubfcribe  the  articles  of  the  dodrine  of  the. 
church  of  England  -,  and  (hall  take  the  oaths  of  al- 
legiance 2ind  fupremacy,  2.  That  the  faid  proteftant 
fubjedls  be  eas'd  from  all  pains  and  penalties  for  not 
coming  to  church,  c^.  That  the  claufe  in  the  late 
a^  of  uniformity,  for  declaring  the  ajfent  and  confent^ 
be  taken  away  by  this  bill.  4.  That  the  faid  pro- 
teftant fubje<5ts  be  eafed  from  all  pains  and  penalties 
for  meeting  together  for  performance  of  any  religi- 
ous exercife.  5.  That  every  teacher  fliall  firft  give 
notice  of  the  place  where  he  intends  fuch  his  meet- 
ing, to  the  refpedtive  quarter  felTions ;  where  in  open 
court  he  Ihall  firft  make  fuch  fubfcription,  and  take 
fuch  oaths  as  aforefaid,  and  receive  from  thence  a 
certificate  thereof,  where  all  fuch  proceedings  (hall 
remain  upon  record.  6.  That  any  fuch  teacher  may 
exercife  as  aforfaid  until  the  next  refpedive  quarter 
feflions,  and  no  longer,  in  cafe  he  Ihall  not  firft  take 
~  the  oaths,  and  make  fuch  fubfcription  before  two  of 
the  neighbouring  juftices  of  the  peace ;  and  fhall 
firft  give  them  notice  of  the  place  of  his  intended 
meeting,  and  take  certificate  thereof  under  the  faid 
juftices  hand,  a  duplicate  whereof  they  are  to  return 
in  to  the  next  quarter  fefiions.  7.  That  the  doors 
and'paflages  of  all  houfes  and  places,  where  the  faid 
difienters  do  meet,  fhall  be  always  open  and  free, 
during  the  time  of  fuch  exercife.  8.  That  if  any 
diflenter  refufe  to  take  the  church  wardens  oaths, 
that  then  he  fliall  find  them  another  fit  perfon,  who 
is  no  diflenter,  to  execute  that  office  and  fhall  pay 
him  for  his  pains. 

Shortly  after  the  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  eafe 

:0i  the  Proteftant  diflenters,  both  houfes  being  ap- 
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prehenfive  of  the  late  encouragement  of  popifli  per- 
Ions  and  principles,  unanimoufly  joined  in  the  fol- 
lowing remarkable  addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 

We,  your  Majerty's  moft  dutiful  and  ioyal  fubje(fls,  ^^l^^^^^^^ 
the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  Houfes  a- 
this  prefent  Parliament  afiembled,  being  very  fen- ^^d ^t^J^^' 
fible  of  the  great   dangers  and  mifchiefs  that  may 
arife  within  this  your  Majefty 's  realm,    by  the  en- 
creafe  ofpopifh  recufants  amongftiis:  andconfider- 
ing  the  great  refort  ofpriefts  and  jefuitsin  this  king- 
dom, who  daily  endeavour  to  feduceyour  Majefty 's 
good   fubjedls  from  their  religion  and  allegiance ; 
and  how  much  your  loyal  fubje<5ls  are  diftieartned, 
to  fee  fuch  popifti  recufants  admitted  into  employ- 
ments of  great  trufi  and  profit^  and  efpecially  in    • 
military  commands^  over  the  forces  now  in  your  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice ;    and  having  a  tender  regard  to  the 
prefervation  of  your  M^jefty's  perfon,  and  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom,  in  all  humility 
defire,     i.  That  your  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to 
iftue  out  your  royal  proclamation  to  command  all 
priefts  and  jefuits  other  than  fuch  as  (not  being  na- 
tural born  fubjects),  are  obliged  to  attend  upon  your 
royal  confort  the  Queen  to  depart  within  thirty  days 
out  of  this  your  Majefty's  kingdom  :   And  if  any 
prieft  or  jefuit  fhall  happen  to  betaken  in  England^ 
after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  time,   that  the  laws 
be  put  in  execution  againft  them  ;  and  that  your  Ma- 
jefty would  pleafe  in  laid  proclamation  to  command 
all  judges,  and  other  officers,  to  put  the  faid  laws 
in  execution.     2.  That  your  Majefty  would  like- 
wife  be  pleafed,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ef7g^ 
land  fhall,  on  or  before  the  25th  of  March  inftant, 
ifTue  out  commiffions  of  dedimus  pot  efi  at  em  ^  to  the 
judge  advocate  and  commiflaries   of  the  mufters, 
and  fuch  other  perfons  as  he  Ihall  think  fit,  to  tender 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  to  all  officers 
and  foldiers,  now  in  yourM.ijefty's  fervice  and  pay  ; 
and  that  fuch  as  refufe  the  faid  oaths  may  immedi- 
ately 
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ately  be  difbanded,  and  not  allowed  to  be  continued 
in  any  pay  or  penfion  ;  and  that  the  Chancellor  (hall 
require  due  returns  to  be  made  thereof,  within  fome 
convenient  time  after  the  ifluing  out  of  faid  com- 
miflions.  3.  That  the  commifTaries  of  the  mufters 
be  commanded  and   enjoined  by  your  Majefty's 
warrant,  upon  the  penalty  of  lofing  their  places, 
not  to  permit  any  officer  to  be  muttered  in  the  fer- 
vice  and  pay  of  your  Majefty,  until  he  hath  taken 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy^  and  received 
the  facrament  of  the  Lords  fupper,  according  to 
the  ufage  of  the  church  of  England ;  and  every  foJ- 
dier  Ihall  take  the  faid  oaths  before  his  firft  mutter, 
and  receive  the  facrament  in  like  manner  before  his 
.  fecond  mutter.      And  this  we  prefent  in  all  dutifui- 
nefsto  your  Majefty's  princely  wifdomand  confide- 
ration,  as  the  hefi  means  for  fatisf^ing  and  compofing 
the  minds  of  your  lo'jalfuhjeuls  •,  humbly  defiring  your 
Majefty  gracioufly  to  accept  of  this  our  petition,  as 
proceeding  from  hearts  and  affedlions  entirely  de- 
voted to  your  Majefty's  fervice,  and  to  give  your 
royal  approbation. 

On  the  8th  day  of  March  his  Majefty  went  to  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  and  fending  for  the  Commons,  he 
made  this  following  fpeech  to  both  houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
Yefterday  you  prefented  me  with  an  addrefs,  as 
the  heft  ?n cans  for  fat isfying  and  compofing  the  minds  of 
my  fubje5ls\  to  which  1  freely  and  readily  agree,  and 
ihall  take  care  to  fee  it  perform'd  accordingly.  I  hope 
on  the  other  fide,  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^  will  do  your  part;  for  I  muft  put  you  in 
mind,  it  is  near  five  weeks  fince  1  demanded  a  fup- 
ply,  and  what  you  voted  unanimoufly  upon  it  did 
both  give  life  to  my  affairs  athome,anddiftiearten'd 
my  enemies  abroad :  But  the  feeming  delay  it  hath 
met  with  fince  hath  made  them  take  new  courage, 

and 
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and  rhey  are  now  preparing  for  tliis  next  fummer  a 
greater  fleer,  as  they  fay,  than  ever  they  had  yet  •, 
fo  that  if  tlie  fupply  be  not  fpeedily  difpatch'd,  it 
will  altogether  be  ineffL^cliial,  and  the  fiifety,  honour 
and  interetl  o\' Efigland  mu^.  of  necjfTity  be  expofed. 
Pray  lay  this  to  heart,  and  let  not  the  fears  and 
jealoufies  of  fome  draw  inevitable  ruin  upon  us  all. 

My  Lords  and  Genllemen^ 
If  there  be  any  fcruple  yet  remaining  with  you, 
concerning  i\\t  fufpenfron  of  penal  laws,  I  here  faith- 
fully promife  you,  that  what  hath  been  done  in  that 
particular  fhall  not  for  the  future  he  drawn  into  ex- 
ample and  confequence.  And  as  I  daily  expect  from 
you  a  bill  for  my  fupply,  fo  I  aflure  you,  I  fhall 
as  willingly  receive  and  pafs  any  other  you  fiiall  offer 
me,  'That  may  tend  to  the  giving  ^ou  fatisf action  in  all 
your  jufl  grievances,. 

This  fpeech  was  fo  pleafing  and  obliging  to  the 
Parliament  in  general,  that  both  houfes  joined  in  the 
following  vote.  Refolv'd  nemne contradicente^  That 
the  humble  and  hearty  thanks  of  thefe  houfes  be  re- 
turned to  his  Majefty,  for  his  gracious,//:///  and  fatij-- 
fa^ory  anfwer,  this  day  given  to  their  humble  pe- 
titions and  addreiTes.  This  was  declared  to  the 
King  in  the  banquetting-houfe,  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  at  the  head  of  both  houfes  •,  to 
which  his  Majefty  made  this  anfwer. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
I  hope  there  never  will  be  any  difference  amongfl  us\ 
I  affure  you  there  never  fhall  he  any  on  my  part. 

No  fooner  did  the  King  begin  to  incline  to  the 
recalling  his  declaration  of  indulgence,  but  the 
Lord  Sbaftfhury  perceived  it  :  He  loft  no  lime,  the 
refolution  was  not  taken  till  eleven  at  night,  and  the 
next  morning  he  appeared  in  the   houfe  of  Lords, 
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at  "the  head  of  the  moft  zealous  Peers  againft  the 
catholic  religion,    the  wars  with  Holland^  and  the 
alliance  with  France.      The  Lord  Clifford  that  day 
had  undertaken  to  open  the  debate  of  the  Lords- 
houfe,  for  eftablifhing  a  perpetual  fund,  in  order  to 
advance  the  prerogative,    and  render  Parliaments 
inconfiderable.     He  prepared  a  fet  fpeech  to  that 
purpofe,  which  he  read  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
who  defined  to  hear  ft  again  •,  and,  upon  the  fecond 
reading,  he  charged  his  memory  with  the  fubftance 
of  it,  promifing  he  would  likewifecome  roundly  into 
the  debate :  This  gave  him  an  opportunity,    he 
wifhed  for,    to  be  revenged  of  the  courtiers,  and 
the  Lord   Clifford ;  who,  purfuant  to  the  determi- 
nation of  the  cahal^   began  the  debate  with  the  very 
fpeech  he  had  fhew'd  the  Lord  Chancellor  \  while 
his  Majefty  and  his  royal  highnefs   where  then  in 
the  houfe  to  countenance  the  defign.     The  country 
Lords,  and  thofe  who  were  not  in  the  fecret,  flared 
at  one  another  -,  the  whole  houfe,  at  the  end  of  the 
fpeech,  meditating  the  fate  of  England^    remained 
in  an  awful  filence  *,     when  Chancellor   Shaftjhury 
Itood  up,  and  anfwered  his  fpeech  from  the  begin- 
ning to   the  end,    fhewing,    that  his   propofitions 
were  extravagant :  That  what  he  aim'd  at  would 
end   in  confufion,  and  the  ruin  of  the  government : 
That  it  might  perhaps  fend  the  royal  family  abroad 
again,    to  fpend  their  lives  in  exile,  without  hopes 
of  a  return.      All  which   he  fpoke  with  fo    much 
fpirit  and  fharpnefs,  that  he  confounded  the  court 
counfels.     While  he  was  fpeaking  the  duke  of  Tork^ 
inraged  at  him,  whifpered  the  King,  what  a  rogue 
have  you  of  a  Lord  Chancellor  I    The  King  briikly 
reply'd,  god's  f/b  •,    what  a  fool  have  you  of  a  Lord- 
Treafurer.     The  debate  ended  in  a  ruffle,  and  the 
Lord   Clifford  narrowly   efcaped  being  fent  to  the 
*Tower\  and  finding  hi mfelf  thus  given  up  by  the 
Kir  g,  like  his  new  opponent,  he  declared,  he  would 
ferve  no  prince  in  the  world  who  had  not  courage  to 

avow 
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avow  his  principles^  and  jupport  his  iniriljhrs  in  the 
execution  of  his  demands, 

Thepopifh  party  had  rendred  themfelves  formid- 
able by  their  obtaining  many  places  of  honour,  pro- 
fit and  truft  ;  but  now  a  bill  was  depending  that 
would  certainly  throw  them  out  of  all,  and  fecure  all 
places  to  thole  of  the  church  of  England  alone. 
This  was  called  the  Teft  A5l^  which  was  particularly  TeftAa,  . 
promoted,  if  not  invented  by  the  Eari  of  Shafts- 
bury,,  who  refolved  to  ftrike  diredly  at  the  Duke  of 
T'ork  and  his  friends  •,  tho'  ihe  a6l  reached  all  forts  of 
dilienters.  Th  is  bill  gave  a  great  alarm  to  many 
perlbns  who  ufed  all  mc^ans  to  oppofe  it  •,  but  it  fooa 
paired  the  houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  Apprchen- 
fions  of  popery  daily  increa  fed.  When  it. came  to 
be  debated  in  the  houfe  of  Peers  in  the  prefence  of 
the  King  himfclf,  March  15//^,  the  famous  Earl  of 
Briftol^  tho'  a  profelfed  roman  catholick,  unexped:- 
edly  ftood  up  for  the  bill  in  general,  and  fpoke  re- 
markably upon  it  •,  of  which  fome  account  ihall  be 
given  to  fhew  the  temper  of  the  times^  as  well  as 
the  ingenuity  of  the  fpeaker. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech  he  declar'd  Eari  of  gn- 
himfelf  a  catholick  of  the  church  o^  Rome  not  a  catho-  ^^'^^'^  ^^'^^■^* 
lick  of  the  court  of  Rome  •,  a  diftinft ion  he  thought 
worthy  of  memory  and  refledion,  whenever  any  fe- 
vere  proceedings  againft  thoie  they  called  papifts 
Ihould  come  in  quettion,  fince  thofe  of  the  court  of 
Rofne  did  only  deferve  the  name.  Therefore  he  infill- 
ed,that  theyfhould  not  fpeak  here  as  roman  catholicks, 
but  as  faithful  members  of  a  proteftant  Parliament. 

Coming  to  the  bill  itfelf,  he  proceeded  thus  :  In 
the  firlt  place,  my  Lords,  I  befeech  you  to  confider. 
That  this  bill  for  lecuring  of  general  fears  is  brought 
up  to  you  from  the  houfe  of  Commons,  the  great 
reprefentative  of  the  people,  and  confequencly  the 
belt  judges  of  the  true  temper  of  the  nation  :  A 
houfe  of  Commons  furpalTing  all  that  ever  have  been 
in  the  illuftrious  marks  of  their  duty,  loyalty  and 
E  2  afFedion 
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affedion  to  their  Sovereign,  both  in  his  perfon  and 
government ;  Such  ahoufe  of  Commons  as  hisMa- 
jefty  ought  to  confider,    and   cherifh   always,  with 
fuch  a  kind  of  love  as  is  due  to  a  wife,  never  to  be 
parted  with  unkindly,  and  as  a  miftrefs,  to  be  turn- 
ed off  when  our  turn  is  ferved  by  her.     My  Lordsy 
this  cafual  mention  of  a  wife  fuggefts  to  my  thoughts 
a  purfuance  of  the  comparifon.     I  have  obferved  in 
the  courfe  of  my  life,  that  men  who  have  wives  fome- 
what  coquets,  that  is,  a  little fubje6l  to  gallantries,  live 
eafier  lives  with  them,    and  freer  from  troublefoni 
contentions,  than  thofe  who  have  wives  of  exad  rigid 
Virtue  \    and   the   reafon    is  clear  :     For  the  more 
gamefom  ladies,  being  confcious  of  their  failings  in 
that  eilenrial  part,  are  careful  to  difguife  and  repair 
them   by  kind  and   tender  compliances  with   their 
hufband's   humours   in   all  other  things  ;  whereas 
wives  feverely  pundlual  and  exadt  in  the  chief  ma- 
trimonial duty  expedl,  and  even  exact,   far  greater 
compliances  from  their  hufbands  •,    and  think  them- 
lelves  as  it  were  privileged,  by  the  rigidnefs  of  their 
virtue,    to  be  fometimes  troublefom  in  domeftick 
attairs,  efpecially  if  there  be  any  jealoufy  in  the  cafe. 
In  like  manner.    My' Lords ^    it  is   not  to  be  much 
wondered  at,  if  this  incomparable  houfe    of  Com- 
mons, tranlcending  all  that  ever  were  in  the  grand 
elTentials  of  duty,    loyalty,    and  affedion  to  their 
King,  fliould  at  fome  times  be  a  little  troublefom  to 
him  in  IclTcr  occurrences  \  efpecially  when  once  fears 
and  jealoufies  are  on  the  wing  -,    My  Lords ^  I  fhall 
not  pretend  to  determine,  whether  there  have  been 
any  jult  grounds  given  by  any  violent  men,  or  by 
the  unrealbnable  ambition  of  any  roman  catholicks, 
for  fuch  fears  and  jealoufies  j  it  fuffices  to  exadl  the 
ncceffity  of  a  timely  remedy,  fincethey  have  indeed 
moft  violently  feized,  '  and  dillemper'd  the    minds 
of  die  major  part  of  his  Majefty's  proteltant  fub- 
jeiffs,    which  certainly  no  man  converfant  in  the 
world  can  deny.      Now,    My  Lordsy    in  popular 
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fears  and    appreheniions,    thofc  ufiially  prove  moft 
dangerous,    that  are   raisM  upon  Grou:^ds  not  wcil 
iinderftood  ;     and  may  rightly  be  refembled  to  the 
tatal  effeds  of  panick  fears  in  armies,  where  I  have 
leldom  feen  great  diforder    arifc  from  inteUigences 
brought  in  by  parties  and   fcoiits,  or  by  advertiie-- 
Qicnts  to  generals,  but  from  ahirms  upon  groundltis 
and    capricious  fears  of  danger,  taken  up  we  know- 
not  either  how,  or  why  :  This  no  man  of  moderate 
experience,    in  miHtary  affairs,  but  hath  fonnd^the 
dangerous  effeds  of  one  time  or  other  :  In  giving  a 
(fop  to  which  mifchiefs,    the  flcill  of  great  Com- 
manders is  belt  feen.     In  like  manner,  My  Lords^ 
this  great  and   judicious  ailembly  of  the  houie  of 
Commons,  rightly  fenfiblc  of  the  dangerous  elTects 
which  fo  general  adifturbance  of  men's  minds  in  the 
concernments  ofreligion(how  groundiefs  foever)might 
produce,have  applied  their  care  to  obviate  them  byrhis 
bilh  A  bill  in  my  opinion,  as  full  of  moderation  to- 
wards catholkks^  as  of  prudence  andfecurity  towards 
the  religionof  the  flat  e :  In  this  bill,  MyLords^  notwdth- 
ftanding  all  the  alarms  of  the  encreafe  of  popery  and 
defigns  ofpapifts,  here  is  no  mention  of  barring  them 
from  private,  and  modeft  exercife  of  their  religion  ; 
no  banifhing  them  to  fuch  a  diftance  from  court,  no 
putting  in  execution  of  penal  laws  in  force  againft 
them  i  all  their  precautions  are  reduced  to  this  one 
intent,  natural  to  all  focieties  of  men,  of  hindering^ 
a  lefTer  oppofite  party  from  growing  too  ftrong  for 
the  greater  and' more  confiderable  one:  And  in  this 
juft  way  of  prevention,  is  not  the  moderation  of  the 
houfc  of  Commons  to  be  admired,  that  they  have 
reftrained  it  to  this  fole  point,  of  debarring  their  ad- 
lerfaries  from  offices,  and  places^  and  from  acceffion  of 
Toealth  hy  favour  of  the  Sovereign?  And  after  all,  il^ 
Lords,  how  few  does  thefe  fharp  trials,  and  teds  of 
tliis  acl  regard  ?    Only  a  few  fuch  roman  catholicks 
as  wou'd  fain  hold  offices,  and  places  at  the  price  of 
hypocrify,  and  difTimulation  of  their  true  fentiments 
'n  religion.      My  Lordsy  however  the  fentiments  of 
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a  catholick  of  the  church  of  R,o?ne  (I  ft  ill  fliy,  not 
of  the  court  o^  Rome)  may  oblige  me,  upon  fcruple 
of  confcience,  in  Ibme  particulars  of  this  bill  to  give 
my  negative  to  it,  when  it  comes  to  pafTing  •,  yet  as 
a  member  of  a  protellant  parliament  my  advice  pru- 
dentially  cannot  but  go  along  with  the  main  fcope  of 
it,  the  prefent  circumftances  of  time,  and  affairs 
confidered,  and  the  necefTity  of  compofmg  the  di- 
fturbed  minds  of  the  people. 

On  the  29rh  of  March,  before  the  bill  in  favour 
of  the  proteitant  di (Tenters  and  fome  others  could  be 
finifhed,  the  King  came  to  the  houfeof  Peers,  and 
befides  the  money  bill,  pa  (Ted  the  teft  adl,  and  fe- 
veral  other  publick  acts  •,  after  which  the  Parliament 
was  adjourned  to  the  20th  oi05loher. 

The  Vuke  of  Buckingham';  y/)^^^^  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
ijch  fef-  vwus,  upon  occafion  of  fome  qtiefttons  propofed  by 
them  to  bis  Grace^  together  with  his  reply  thereunto^ 
in  relation  to  fever  al  mifmanagments  offtate  affairs^ 
hy  advice  of  fome  of  the  miniftry,  January  the  14th, 
1673-4- 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  being  called  into  the 
houfe,  after  having  given  his  refpedtsto  the  fpeaker, 
and  of  each  hand,  and  behind  him,  exprefiTes  him- 
felf  in  thefe  words  : 

Afr.  Speaker^ 
Puke  nf     y  GIVE  the  houfe  my  humble  thanks  for  the  honour 
hTm'T^'     X  y<^'J  ^^^^  twice  done  me,    efpecially  exprefling 
fptcch,  Jan.  myfelf  fo  ill  ycftcrday,      I  hope  you  will  confider 
'f^i  *  i<'74?jl^^  condition  I  am  in,    in  danger  of  pafilng  in  the 
cenfure  of  the  world,  for  a  vicious  Perlon  and  a  be- 
trayer of  my  country  -,  1  have  ever  had  the  misfortune 
to  bear  the  blame  of  other  men's  faults.     I  know  the 
revealing  theKing's  counfels,  and  correfponding  with 
the  King's  enemies,  are  laid  againft  me;  but  I  hope 
for  your  pardon  if  I  fpeak  truth  for  myfelf.     I  told 
you  yefterday,    if  the  Triple  League  had  any  ad- 
vantage 


A.  i674-        DEBATES.  ^^ 

vantage  in  it  (I  fpeak  it  without  Vanity)  I  had  as 
great  a  hand  in  it  as  any  man.  Then  upon  the  In- 
ftance  of  the  French  Ambaflador,  1  was  fent  into 
France  upon  the  fad  fubjed  of  condoling  the  death 
of  Mcidam,  where  I  urged  for  the  fervice  of  the 
King  that  the  Fr^wr^  ought  not  to  endeavour  to  make 
themfelves  confiderable  at  fea,  of  whom  v/e  had  rea- 
fon  to  be  more  jealous  than  of  the  Dutch,  becaufe 
the  French  then  would  have  power  to  conquer  us. 
When  I  returned,  I  found  all  the  demonrtrations  that 
the  French  had  no  fuch  thoughts,  but  that  the  King 
of  England  fhould  be  mafter  at  fea.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  judge  whether  I  or  other  men  were  in  the 
right,  I  leave  the  judgment  of  that  to  this  honour- 
able houfe.  At  this  time  my  Lord  Shaftsbury  and 
my  felf  advifed  not  to  begin  a  war  without  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Parliament,  and  the  affedions  of  the 
people,  (for  I  look  upon  the  King,  at  the  head  of 
his  Parliament,  to  be  the  greateft  Prince  in  the 
world  ',)  this  was  my  Lord  Shaft shurfs  opinion  and 
mine,  but  not  my  Lord  Arlington's,  My  next  ad- 
vice was,  not  to  make  ufe  of  French  (hips,  half 
their  value  in  money  would  have  been  more  fervice- 
able.  I  alledged,  they  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  us, 
by  reafon  of  their  want  of  experience  in  our  feas, 
and  there  would  be  great  danger  in  their. learning  the 
ufe  of  them,  which  advice  my  Lord  Arlington  op- 
pofed,  notwithftanding  the  King  was  fo  defirous  of 
avoiding  a  breach  with  France,  that  he  fent  me  to 
Dunkirk,  and  my  hord  Arlington  toUlrecht^yNh^re  I 
ftill  endeavoured  to  get  money  inftead  of  fhips.  At 
my  firft  audience,  the  King  of  France  was  willing 
to  comply,  but  after  fome  returns  and  letters  from 
hence  he  was  alter'd  ;  but  I  make  no  refledlions 
upon  perfons,  but  barely  (late  matters  of  fad. 
Then  it  was  my  Lord  Shaftsburfs  advice  and  mine, 
fo  to  order  the  war,  as  that  the  French  fhould  deliver 
us  fome  towns  of  their  conquefts  into  our  hands  :  aa 
ufeful  precaution  in  former  times.  My  Lord  Arlingtan> 
E  4  would 
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would  have  no  towns  at  all  for  one  year.     And  here 
is  the  caufe  of  the  condition  of  our  affairs.     We  fet 
out  a  fleet  with  intention  to  land  men  in  order  to  the 
taking  of  Towns.      The  French  army  go  on  con- 
quering and  gee  all,  and  we  get  nothing,  nor  agree 
for  any.     Pray  confider  who  it  was  that  was  fo  of- 
ten locked  up  with  tht French  Ambaffador.     My  fpi- 
rit  moves  me  to  tell  you,  that  when  we  were  to  con- 
fider what  to  do,  we  were  to  advife  with  the  French  , 
Ambaflador.     I  will  not  trouble  you  with  reports, 
but  pray  look  not  upon  me  as  a  Peer,  but  an  honeft 
Englifi)  gentleman,  who  has  fuffered  much  for  my 
love  to  my  country.      I  had  a  regiment  given  me, 
which  was  Sir  Edward  5r^'s,    I  gave  him   1600/. 
for  it  :  There  is  no  papift  officer  in  it,  nor  Irijhman. 
I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  my  extraordinary  gains,  I 
am  fure  I  have  loft  as  much  eftatc  as  fome  men  have 
gotten  ;  (and  that  is  a  big  word)  I  am  honeft,  and 
when  I  appear  otherwife,  I  defire  to  die  :  I  am  not 
the  man  that  has  gotten  by  all  this  *,  yet  after  all  this 
I  am  a  grievance  :  I  am  the  cheapeft  grievance  this 
houfe  ever  had  •,  and  fo  I  humbly  afk  the  pardon  of 
the  houfe  for  the  trouble  I  have  given, 

ne  speaker  then  proceeded  to  ajk  the  Duke  the  foU 
lowing  queftiom  hy  order  of  the  houfe. 

QjJ  E  S  T  I  O  N       I. 

Whether  any  perfons  declared  to  your  grace  any 
ill  advices  againft  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  this 
houfe,  or  to  alter  the  government,  who  they  were, 
and  what  they  advifed  ? 

Duke'j  Anfwer, 

There  is  an  old  proverb,  Mr.  Speaker,  over 
hoots  over  fJjoes,  This  refleds  upon  one  that  is  not 
new  living,  and  fo  I  defire  pardon  for  faying  any 
thing  farther,  fearing  it  may  be  thought  a  malicious 
invention  of  mine,  the  perfon  being  dead.  I  have 
faid  nothing  yet  but  what  I  can  juftify,  but  this  I 
cannot* 

QjUESTION 
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Question     II. 

Some  words   fell   from    your  grace   yefterday, 

wherein  you  were  plea  fed  to  fay  feme  had  gotten 

3.  4.  5000,  000  /.  Thehoufe  would  know  who  they 

were,  and  by  what  means  they  had  gotten  fuch  fums  ? 

DuKE*j  Anfwer, 

I  am  not  well  acquainted  by  what  means  they  got 
fo  much,  being  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  ways 
of  getting  money.  What  the  Duke  ofOrmond  has 
got  is  upon  record,  being  about  500,  000  /.  my 
Lord  Arlington  has  not  got  fo  much,  but  has  got  a 
great  deal. 

Question     III. 

By  whofe  advice  was  the  army  raifed,  and  Mon* 
fieur  Schomherg  made  general  ? 

DuKE'i  Anfwer, 

I  cannot  fay  by  whofe  advice,  but  upon  my  ho- 
nour not  by  mine.  I  was  told  by  a  man  that's  dead 
that  my  Lord  Arlington  fent  for  him,  and  it  will 
eafily  be  proved. 

QjJESTION       IV. 

By  whofe  advice  was  this  army  brought  up  to 
awe  the  debates  and  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  ? 

Duke'j  Anfwer. 

I  muft  make  to  this  the  fame  anfwer  as  I  did  be- 
fore; it  was  a  difcourfe  from  a  man  dead  of  one 
now  living.  If  I  had  deferved  the  honour,  I  think 
I  might  have  had  the  command  of  that  army  be- 
fore him  ;  but  Schomherg  was  told,  my  Lord  Ar* 
lington  would  have  the  government  by  an  army. 

Qu  £  S  T  I  O  N      V. 

Who  made  the  French  league  ? 

Duke'j  Anfwer, 
My  Lord  Arlington  and  my  felf  were  only  em- 
ployed to  treat,  and  finding  the  danger  we  were  in  of 
being  cheated,  we  prefTed  the  Embafladors  to  fign 
before  they  had  power ;  and  though  it  'twas  an  odd 
requeft  yet  they  did  fign. 

Qju  E  s  T  I  o  N 
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Question     VI. 

Who  made  the  firft  treaty  with  France^  by  which 
The  Triple-Alliance  was  broken  ? 
Duke' J  Anfwer, 
I  made  that  treaty. 

Qy  E  s  T 1 0  N     VII. 
By  whofe  advice  was  the  Exchequer  fhut  up,   and 
the  order  of  payment  there  broken  ? 
DuKE*j  Anfwer, 
I  was  not  the  advifer,  lam  fure  I  loft  3000 1. 
by  it. 

Qu  E  s  T  I  o  N     VIII. 
Who  advifed  the  declaration  in  matter  of  religion? 

DuKE'i  Anfwer. 
I  do  not  difown  that  I  advifed  it ;  being  always 
of  opinion,   that  fomething  was  to  be  done  in  that 
nature  in  matters  of  confcience,   but  no  farther  than 
the  King  might  do  by  law. 

Question     IX. 
Who  advifed  the  attacking  the  Smyrna  fleet  before 
the  war  was  proclaimed  ? 

Duke'j  Anfwer. 
It  was  my  Lord  Arlington's  advice,  I  was  utterly 
againft  it,  as  careful  of  the  honour  of  the  nation 
and  incurred  fome  anger  by  it.     My  Lord  Arlington 
principally  moved  it,  and  I  might  fay  more. 

Qu  E  S  T  I  O  N       X. 

By  whofe  advice  was  the  fecond  treaty  at  Utretcht? 

Duke' J  Anfwer. 
My  Lord  Arlington  and  I  were  fent  over,  and  I  found 
in  Holland  thegreatcft  confternation  imaginable,  like 
the  burning  of  the  Rump  inEngland^thc  people  crying, 
God  blefs  the  King  of  England^  and  curfingtheftates; 
and  had  we  then  landed,  we  might  have  then  con- 
quered the  country.  The  Prince  oi  Orange  would 
have  had  the  fame  (hare  in  the  peace  with  France  ths^t 
we  had,  but  though  the  King's  nephew,  I  thought  he 
muft  be  kind  to  his  own  country  -,  if  we  had  made 
a  peace  then,  we  had  been  in  a  worfe  condition  than 

before  s 
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before  •,  aiid  laftly,  the  prince  q{  Orange  hoped  for 
a  good  peace  with  us  upon  that  treaty,  but  1  would 
never  confent  that  France  muft  have  all  and  we  no- 
thing. The  confequence  would  be  that  Holland  muft 
intirely  depend  upon  France^  and  I  think  it  a  wife 
article,  that  the  French  were  not  to  make  Peace 
without  us. 

Question     XL 

By  what  Counfel  was  the  war  begun  without  the 
Parliament,  and  thereupon  the  Parliament  prorogued  ? 
DuKE'i  Anfwer, 

My  L.ord  Shaft shury  and  I  were  for  advifing  with 
the  Parliament,  and  adverfe  to  the  prorogation.  I 
can  fay  nothing,  but  I  believe  the  Parliament  will 
never  be  againft  a  war  for  the  good  of  England, 

The  houfe  was  fo  little  fatisfied  with  the  Duke's 
fpeech,  and  his  feveral  anfwers,  that  upon  a  farther 
debate  they  came  to  this  refolution,  that  an  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  remove  the  faid 
Duke  of  Buckingham  from  all  his  imployments  that 
ate  held  during  his  Majefty's  pleafure  and  from  his 
prefence  and  counfels  for  ever. 

The  next  day  they  entered  upon  a  debate  about 
the  Earl  of  Arlington^  who  at  his  own  requeft  was 
likewife  admitted  to  be  heard  in  the  houfe.  In  mak- 
ing of  his  defence,  he  anfwered  fome  parts  of  the  ' 
Duke  of  Buckingham's  fpeeches,  and  fairly  gave  the 
honour  of  the  Triple- Alliance  to  Sir  William  Temple, 
But  he  was  fo  far  from  giving  fatisfadion  to  the 
houfe  as  to  his  own  condudt,  that  they  prefently  drew 
up  articles  of  impeachment  againft  him,  under  this 
title  •,  articles  of  treafonahle  and  other  crimes  of  high 
mifdemeanor  againft ^  the  Earl  of  Arlington  principal 
fecretary  of  ft  ate  ^  viz. 

I.  The  faid  Earl  hath  been  a  conftant  and  vehe- 
ment promoter  o^ popery  zndpopijh  counfels.     i.  By 
procuring  commiflions  for  all  the  papifts  lately  in 
command,  who  made  their  application  to  him  only 
J  as 
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as  a  known  favourer  of  that  fadion  ;  there  being 
not  one  commiflion  figned  by  the  other   fecretary, 
many  of  which  commifTions  were  procured  and  fignM 
by  him  fince  the  fcveral  addrelles  of  the  two  houfes 
of  Parliament  to  his  Majelty,  and   the  pafTing  the 
late  aci;  againlt  popery.     2.  By  procuring  his  Ma- 
jefty's  letter,  commanding  Irifi)  papitts  and  rebels 
to  be  let  into  corporations,  and  admitted   into  the 
commifTion  of  the  peace,    and  other  offices  of  trull, 
mihtary  and  civil,  contrary  to  the  eftabhfhed   laws 
and  conftitutions  of  this  realm,   to  the  great  terror 
of  the  King's  Proteftant  fubjtds  there.     3.  By  not 
only  fetting  up  and  fupporting  the  afore  fa  id  papijh. 
there,    but  bringing  the  moft  violent  and  ftcrceft  of 
them  to  command  companies  and  regiments  ot  the 
King's  £/7^/i/?;fubje6ls  there,  to  the  greateftdiflwnour 
and  danger  of  this  kingdom.     4.    By  openly  and 
avowedly  entertaining  and  lodging  in   his  family  a 
popijh  prieft,    contrary  to  the  known  laws  of  the 
land  ;  which  faid  pried  was  a  noted  follicitor  and 
promoter  of  the  popifii  fat^tion,  and  hath  fince  fled 
out  of  this  kingdom.     5.  By  procuring  penfions  in 
other  men's  names  tor  popifli  officers,  contrary  to, 
and  in  illufion  of  the  late  adt  of  Parliament.     6.  By 
obtaining  grants  of  confiderable  fums  of  money  to 
be  charged  upon  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  for  the  moft 
violent  and  pernicious  papifis  there  •,  particularly  two- 
thoufand  pounds  for  one  colonel  Fitz-'patrick^  a  no- 
torious IriJJj  rebel,  whofe  mother  was  hanged  in  the 
late  wars  tor  murthering  feveral  Efiglijh,  and  making 
candles  of  their  fat ;  this  grant  being  procured  for 
the  faid  Fitz-palrick  at  a  time  when  he  was  accufed 
to  the  faid   Lord  Adbigton  of  high  crimes  by  the 
now  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.     7.  By  procuring 
his  Majefty  to  releafe  to  feveral  Irijb  papiftSy  fome 
whereof  were  deeply  engaged  in  the  horrid  rebellion 
of  that  kingdom,    the  chiefery's  or  head-rents   re- 
fcrved  to  tVx  crown,  out  of  the  forfeited  eftates  of 

pnpifis 
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^apifts  there,    being  a  principal  part  of  his  Majedy's    — 

revenue  in  that  kingdom. 

II.  That  the  (aid  Earl  had  been  guilty  of  many 
undue  praclices  to  promote  his  own  greatnefs,  and 
h.Vih  embezzeljed  and  wafted  the  treafure  of  this 
nation,  i.  By  [)rocuringvaft  and  exorbitant  granfs"  ~ 
for  himfelf,  both  in  Etigland  and  Ireland^  breaking 
into  the  fettlement  of  that  kingdom,  and  difpoflef- 
f.ng  fsveral  of  the  EngUfh  advemurers  and  fokiiers 
of  thie  proprieties  and  free-hokis  in  which  they  were 
duly  and  k^gally  ftated,  without  any  colour  of  rea- 
fon,  or  fuggeftion  of  right.  2.  By  charging  ex- 
ceffive,  and  almoft  incredible  funis  for  falfe  and  de»- 
ceitful  intelligence.  3.  By  procuring  his  Majefty's 
hand  for  the  giving  away,  from  his  fii-ft  entrance 
into  his  office,  the  value  of  three  millions  fterl.  money 
at  the  leaft  \  the  feveral  grants  whereof  are  extant, 
counterfign'd  by  him,  and  by  him  only.  4.  That 
the  laid  Earl,  prefumirg  to  trample  upon  all  eftates 
and  degrees  of  the  fubjecls  of  this  realm,  the  better 
to  fubdue  them  to  his  will  and  pleafure,  hath  caufe- 
IcQy  and  illegally  imprifoned  many  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjedts.  5.  That  he  did  procure  a  principal  Peer 
of  the  realm  to  be  uniuftly  imprifoned,  and  to  be 
proclaim'd  traitor,  without  any  legal  proceeding  or 
trial,  and  did  malicioufly  fuborn falfe  witnefles  with 
money  to  take  away  his  life,  upon  pretence  of  trea- 
fonable  words. 

111.  Tliatthefaid  Earl  hath  h\{t\^  and  traiteroufly 
betrayed  the  great  trull  repofeg  in  him  by  his  Ma- 
j-fty,  as  counlellor  and  principal  fecretary  of  ftate. 
I.  By  entertaining  a  more  than  ufual  intimacy  with 
the  /'Vd'wZ?  AmbafTador,  not  only  lodging  him  in  his 
houfe,  but  letting  him  into  the  King's  moft  fecrec 
counfcls.  2.  By  altering  in  private,  and  fingly  by 
himfelf,  feveral  folemn  determinations  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's council.  3.  By  procuring  a  ftranger  to  have 
the  chief  command  of  the  late  rais'darmy,  for  the 
invafion  of  Holland^  to  the  great  difhonour  and  dif- 

couragemenc 
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couragement  of  all  the  legal  nobility  and  gentry  of 
this  nation.  4.  By  advifing  his  Majefty  to  admit  of  a 
fquadron  o^ French  (hips,  to  be  joined  with  our  Ey^gliflo 
fleet  (the  fad  confequence  whereof  we  have  fince  felt) 
notwithftanding  the  King  0^  France  had  agreed  to 
fend  a  fupply  of  money,  in  order  to  have  the  fleet 
wholly  Englijh.  5.  Whereas  the  King  was  advifed  by 
feveralof  the  counfellors  to  prefsthe  French  K^m^y  to 
defift  from  making  any  farther  progrefs  in  the  con- 
queftofthe  in-land  tov^nsof  Holland^whtrtof  England^ 
was  to  have  no  benefit,  and  to  turn  his  army  upon 
thofe  maritime  towns  that  were  by  the  treaty  to  be 
ours,  his  Lordfhip  gave  the  King  counfel  to  defift, 
whereby  that  part  of  our  expeftation  was  wholly 
fruftrated.  6.  Whereas  the  King  was  advifed  by 
ieveral  of  his  council  not  to  enter  into  this  war,  till 
his  Majefty  was  out  of  debt,  and  had  advifed  with 
his  Parliament,  his  Lordftiip  was  of  opinion  to  the 
contrary,  and  gave  his  advice  accordingly.  7.  When 
the  French  fhips  were  difperfed  after  the  late  fight  at 
fea,  and  had  loft  all  their  anchors  and  cables  by  reafon 
of  the  foul  weather  that  then  enfued,  he  perfuaded 
his  Majefty  to  fend  them  eighty  cables  and  anchors 
although  it  was  then  objeded,  and  he  knew  it  to  be 
true,  that  his  Majefty  had  not  at  that  time  any  more 
in  his  ftores  to  fupply  his  own  fhips  in  cafe  of  the 
like  necefTity.  8.  Hehath  traiteroufly  correfponded 
with  the  King's  enemies  beyond  the  feas,  and  con- 
trary to  the  truft  repos'd  in  him,  hath  given  intelli- 
gence to  them. 

Not  fatisfied  with  what  they  had  done  againft  the 
earl  of  Arlington^  whom  they  look'd  upon  as  a  no- 
torious romanift,  the  Commons  proceeded  to  pre- 
pare a  fevere  bill  for  a  general  teji  to  diftingiiifh  be- 
tween proteftants  ^;/<^papifts  a72d  to  prevent  the  da?iger 
and  farther  growth  of  popery,  and  for  a  more  eafy  and 
fpeedy  conviifion  of  popifh  re  enfant  s  \  and  'thofe  that 
fhall  refufe  to  take  it-,  he  made  incapable  to  enjoy  any 
office^  military  or  civily  to  fit  in  either  hoiifes  of  Par- 
liament^ 
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liameni,    or  to  co7ne  within  five  miles  of  the  court,- 
Tho*  there  wanted  time  to  bring  the  bill  into  a  law, 
yet  the  Tejl  it  felf  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  which  was 
in  thefe  words. 
«   f  A.  B.  do  folemnly,  from  my  heart,  and  in  the 

*  1  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  profefs,  teftify  and 

*  declare,  that  I  do  not  believe  in  my  confcience  that 

*  the  church  of  Rome  is  the  only  Catholick  and  uni- 
'  verfal  Church  of  Chrift,  out  of  which  there  is  no  fal- 
'  vation  •,  or  that  the  Pope  hath  any  jurifdidtion  or 

*  fupremacy  over  the  Catholick  Church  in  general,  or 

*  over  myfelf  in   particular,    or  that  it  belongs  to 

*  the  faid  church  o^  Rome  alone  to  judge  of  the  true 

*  fenfe  and  interpretation  of  the  holy  fcriptures  ;  or 

*  that  in  the  holy  facrament  of  the  eucharift,  there  is 

*  made  a  perfedt  change  of  the  whole  fubftance  of 
'  the  bread  into  Chrift's  body,  or  of  the  whole  fub- 

*  fiance  of  the  wine  into  Chrift's  blood,  which  change 

*  the  faid  church  o^  Rome  calleth  tranfuhflantiation  ; 
'  or  that  the  virgin  Mary  or  any  other  faint,  ought 
'  to  be  worfhipped,    or  prayed  unto  :  And  all  the 

*  aforefaid  do^rines  d,nd  pofitions,  I  do  renounce  and 

<  difclaim,  as  falfe  and  erroneous,    and  contrary  to 

<  God's  word,  and  the  chriftian  religion.' 

The  houfe  of  Commons  on  the  7th  of  i^f^r^^r)' Refoiutiona 
went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to  take??  ^^*^  . 
into  their  confideration  the  grievances  of  the  nation-,  commons 
in  which  they  particularly  refolved,  that  the  conti-  ^^^'"^  * 
nuance  of  any  ftanding  forces  in  this  nation,  other  A^iy?^ 
than  the  militia,  is  a  great  grievance  and  vexation 
to  the  people  ;  and  it  is  the  humble  petition  and  ad- 
drefs  of  this  houfe  to  his  Majefty,    that  he  will  im- 
mediately caufe  to  be  difbanded  that  part  of  them 
that  wereraifcd  fincethe  firft  day  of  January  1663  : 
This  matter  gradually  led  them  into  an  uncommon 
debate  concerning  the  King's  guards,  which  had  been 
eftablifhed  foon  after  the  reftoration  ;  and  thefe  fol- 
lowing reafons  were  given  in  for  dtfbandtng  the  horje 
and  foot  guards^  commonly  called  the  King's  life-guard. 

I.  That 
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1.  That  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  the  King 
hath  no  guards  but  thofe  called  gentlemen  penftonersy 
and  yeomen  of  the  guard,  2.  That  ever  fmce  this 
Parliament,  altho*  there  have  been  fo  many  feflions, 
they  never  fettled  the  life  guard  by  ad  of  Parlia- 
ment -,  nay  they  have  been  fo  far  from  it,  that 
whenfoever  they  have  been  fo  much  as  mentioned  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  they  would  never  in  the 
lead  take  any  favourable  notice  of  them,  always 
looking  upon  them  as  a  number  of  men  unlawfully 
alTembled,  and  in  no  refpeft  fit  to  be  the  leafb  coun- 
tenanced by  the  Parliament  of  £;?^/^W.  3.  That 
they  are  of  vaft  charge  to  the  King  and  kingdom. 
4.  That  they  are  altogether  ufelefs  to  this  kingdom, 
as  doth  plainly  appear  by  his  Majefly's  moft  happy 
and  peaceable  reign  fmce  his  bleiTed  refloration  ; 
there  being  fomuch  real  and  mutual  love.confidence 
and  trufl  between  his  Majefty  and  his  good  people, 
which  is  daily  manifcfted  by  his  Majefty's  frequent 
trufting  and  expofing  his  ficred  perfon  to  his  people 
without  a  guard.  5.  That  guards,  or  {landing  ar* 
mies,  are  only  in  ufe  where  princes  govern  more  by 
fear,  than  by  love  ;  as  in  France^  where  the  govern- 
ment is  arbitrary.  6.  That  this  life-guard  is  a  (land- 
ing army  in  difguife,  and  that  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinue, the  roots  of  a  (landing  army  will  remain 
amongft  us ;  and  therefore  it  is  impofTible  effeclually 
to  deliver  this  nation  from  a  (landing  army,  till  thefe 
guards  are  palled  up  by  the  roots.  7.  That  the 
life-guard  is  a  place  of  refuge  and  retreat  fox  papifls 
and  men  popifhly  affeded,  and  a  fchool  and  nurfery 
for  men  of  debauched  and  arbitrary  principles,  and 
favourers  of  the  French  government,  as  it  did  too 
plainly  appear  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  John  Coventry, 
8.  That  if  the  life-guard  were  di(banded,  the  King 
would  thereby  fave  fome  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
per  ammm  v  which  would  in  a  few  years  enable  him 
to  pay  all  his  debts  without  Jburthening  his  good 
people  with  any  farther  taxes  to  that  end. 

On 
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On  the  I  ith  ^/February,  the  King  came  tothehoufe 
ofPeers^  and  fending  for  the  Commons  he  made  this 
fpeech  to  loth  houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
tN  purfuanceof  your  advice,  I  have  made  a  fpeedy 
-■-  and  honourable,  and  I  hope  a  lafting  peace  with  the 
Dutch.  As  to  your  addreis  for  difbanding  of  the 
forces,  I  have  fince  the  peace  made  with  the  Dutch, 
given  orders  for  difbanding  them ;  nay,  I  have 
ordered  to  difband  more  than  you  defired.  As 
for  your  addrefs  about  the  Jrijb  regiments,  I 
have  ordered  to  fend  them  back  into  Ireland,  But 
I  muft  needs  acquaint  you,  that  there  is  a  great  want 
of  capital  fhips,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  be  equal 
in  number  with  my  neighbours,  audi  hope  I  fhall 
have  your  afliftance  upon  To  good  an  occafion,  to 
preferve  the  honour  andfafety  of  this  nation. 

This  fpeech  fo  affedled  the  houfe  of  Commons 
that  they  immediately  refolved,  that  the  humble  and 
hearty  thanks  of  their  houfe  be  returned  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  for  his  making  a  fpeedy  peace,  and  for  his  gra- 
cious anfwers  to  the  addreffes  of  their  houfe  concern- 
ing the  ftanding  forces. — And  on  the  24//^  the  Par- 
liament was  prorogued  ta  the  10th  6^  November  next. 

On  the  13th  day  of  April  i6y^  the  Parliament  metac-  Thetour- 
c  or  ding  to  their  I  afl  prorogation,  being  the  fourteenth  reenthfef- 
fejfion  of  the  long  Parliament,    zvhich  the  King  '^^' 
opened  with  the  following  fpeech. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

TH  E  principal  end  of  my  callin-g  of  you  now,  The  King'i 
is  to  know  what  you  think  may  be  wanting  to  Speech. 
the  fecurity  of  r^%f(?;7  2ir\d property, ^v\d  to  give  myfeJf 
the  fuisfadlion  of  having  ufed  the  utmoft  of  my 
endeavours  to  procure  and  fettle  a  riglit  and  lafting 
underftanding  between  us:  For  I  muft  tell  you,  I 
find  the  contrary  fo  much  laboured,  and  that  the 
pernicious  defigns  of  ill  men,  have  taken  fo  much 
Vol.  I.  F  plaCi 


66  Parliamentary   A.  1675. 

place  under  fpecious  pretences^  that  it  is  high  time  to 
be  watchful  in  preventing  their  contrivances ;  of 
which  this  is  not  the  leaft,  that  they  would  by 
all  means  they  can  devife,  make  it  unpradicable 
any  longer  to  continue  this  prefent  Parliament. 
For  that  reafon,  I  confefs,  I  cannot  think  fuch 
have  any  good  meaning  to  me :  And  therefore 
when  I  confider  how  much  the  greateft  part  of 
this  Parliament  has,  either  themfelves  or  fathers, 
given  me  teftimonies  of  their  afFedlions  and  loyalty  ; 
I  fhould  be  extreme  loth  to  oblige  thofe  ene- 
mies, by  parting  with  fuch  friends  :  And  they  may 
be  affured,  that  none  fhall  be  able  to  recommend 
themfelves  to  me  by  any  other  way  than  their  good 
fcrvices.  I  have  done  as  much  on  my  part  as 
was  poiTible  to  extinguilh  the  fears  and  jealoufies 
of  popery  ;  and  will  leave  nothing  undone  that 
may  lliew  the  world  my  zeal  to  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion, as  it  is  eftabliQied  in  the  church  of  £«^/^«^, 
from  which  I  will  never  depart. 

I  muft  needs  recommend  to  you  the  condition 
of  the  fleet,  which  I  am  not  able  to  put  into  that 
eftate  it  ought  to  be,  and  which  will  require  fo 
much  time  to  repair  and  build,  that  I  fhould  be 
forry  to  fee  the  Summer  (and  confequently  a  whole 
year)  loft,  without  providing  for  it.  The  feafon 
of  the  year  will  not  permit  any  long  feflion :  nor 
would  I  have  called  you  now,  but  in  hopes  to 
do  fomething  that  may  give  content  to  all  my 
fubjeds,  and  to  lay  before  you  the  confideration 
of  the  fleet  ♦,  for  I  intend  to  meet  you  again  in 
Winter,  In  the  mean  time  I  earneftly  recom- 
mend to  you  all,  fuch  a  temper  and  moderation 
in  your  proceedings,  as  may  tend  to  unite  us 
all  in  counfd  and  affedlions,  and  difappoint  the 
expectations  of  thofe,  who  can  hope  only  by 
violent  and  irregular  motions  to  prevent  the  bring- 
ing this  feflion  to  a  happy  conclufion.  The  reft  I 
leave  to  my  Lord  Keeper. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly  the  Lord  Keeper  made  a  long  and 
eloquent  fpeech,  of  which  the  greateft  pare  oughc 
not  to  be  omitted,  beginning  thus : 

My  Lords  &c. 
The  folemnity  of  this  day's  appearance  is  equal  to  The  Lord 
the  weight  and    importance  of  the  occafion  ;    the  Keeper*»j 
matters  to  be  treated  of,  deferve  no  lefs  than  an  af-  ^^^^  ' 
fembly  of  the  three  eftates,  and  a  full  concourfeof 
all  the  wife  and   excellent  perfons  who  bear  a  part 
in  this  great  council,  and  do  conftitute  and  complete 
this  high  and    honourable  court.       His  Majefty 
begins  with  the  confideration  of  religion  ;  he  fees 
it  is  the  firft  thing  in  all  your  thoughts,  and  you 
cannot  but  fee  it  hath  been,  and  ftill  is  the  firft,  and 
principal  part  of  his  care.     Fie  hath  alfo  confidered 
religion,  firft  in  general,  as  it  is  Proteftant,    and 
ftands    in  oppofition  to  Popery  -,    and   upon  that 
account  it   is  that  he  hath  awaken'd  all  the  laws 
againft  the  Papifts  -,  there  is  not  one  (latute  extant 
in  all  the  volumes  of  our  laws,  but  his  Majefty  hath 
now  put  in  a  way  of  taking  its  full  courfe  againft 
them.     And  upon  this  account  alfo  it  is,  that  in  a 
Jeague  lately  renewed  with  a  Proteftant  crown,  his 
Majefty  hath  made  it  one  article  of  that  league,  that 
there  (hall  be  a  mutual  defence  of  the  Proteftant 
religion.      His   Majefty   hath   confidered  religion 
again  more  particularly,  as  it  is  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion eftablifhed  by  law  in  the  church  o{ England  ; 
he  fees  that  as  fuch,  it  is  not  only  beft  fuited  to  the 
monarchy,    and  nioft  likely  to  defend  it,  but  moft 
able  to  defend  itfelf  againft  the  enemies  of  all  refor- 
mation: And  therefore  upon  this  account  it  is,  that 
his  Majefty  with  equal  and  impartial  juftice,  hath 
reviv^ed  all  the  laws  againft  Diffenters  and  Noncon* 
formifts,  but  not  with  equal  feverity  ;    for  the  laws 
againft  the  Papifts  are  edged,  and  the  execution  of 
them  quickened  by  new  rewards  propofed  to  the 
informers  j  thofe  againft  Diffenters  are  left  to  that 

F  2  ftrength 
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flrength  which  they  have  already.  Boththefe,  and 
all  other  laws  whatfoever,  are  always  underftood  to 
be  fubjedl  to  the  pleafare  of  Parliament,  which  may 
alter,  amend,  or  explain  them  as  they  fee  caufe, 
according  to  public  convenience.  For  when  we 
confider  religion  in  Parliament,  we  are  fuppofed  to 
confider  it  as  a  Parliament  fhould  do,  and  as  Parlia- 
ments in  all  ages  have  done  •,  that  is,  as  it  is  a  part 
of  our  laws,  and  a  neceflary  part  of  our  govern- 
jTjent.  For  as  it  works  upon  the  confcience,  as  it  is 
an  inward  principle  of  the  divine  life,  by  which 
good  men  do  govern  all  their  adlions,  the  ftate 
hath  nothing  to  do  with  it  ;  'tis  a  thing  which  be- 
longs to  another  kind  of  commiflion,  than  that  by 
which  we  fit  here. 

In  the  next  place,  the  King  hath  thought  fit  to 
diredt  your  confiderations  upon  the  fafety  and  ho- 
nour of  the  ftate  :  both  which  are  then  belt  provided 
for,  when  we  keep  up  the  ftrength  and  reputation 
of  our  fleet.  It  is  not  altogether  the  natural  decay 
of  (hipping,  no  nor  the  accidents  of  war,  that  have 
leffened  our  fleet,  tho'  fomething  may  be  attributed 
to  both  thefe ;  but  our  fleet  feems  rather  to  be 
weakened  for  the  prefent,  by  being  out-grown  and 
out-built  by  our  neighbours.  '  Then  proceeding  to 
*  "difcourfe  of  the  laws  in  general,  he  told  them,'  In 
making  of  laws  therefore  it  will  import  to  confider, 
that  too  many  laws  are  a  fnare,  too  few  are  a  weak- 
nefs  in  the  government,  too  gentle  are  feldom  obey- 
ed, too  fcvere  are  as  feldom  executed,  and  fan- 
guinary  laws  are  for  the  molt  part,  either  the  caufe 
or  the  effedl  of  a  diftemper  in  the  ftate.  To  efta- 
blifh  this  ftate  there  feems  not  to  need  many  laws, 
fome  will  always  be  wanting  ;  and  tho'  all  that  is 
wanting  fhall  not  now  be  finiflied,  yet  whatever 
fhall  remain  unfinifhed,  may  be  perfedled  in  Winter, 
at  which  time  we  have  a  gracious  intimation  from 
his  Majefty,  that  we  fhall  meet  again.  '  Then  fpeak- 
'  ing  of  the  prefent  happinefs  of  the  nation,  he  pro- 

<  ceeded 
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'  ceeded  thus:'  We  are  newly  gotten  out  of  an  ex- 
penfive  war,  and  upon  terms  more  honourable  than 
ever.     The  whole  world  is  now  in  peace  with  us, 
all  ports  are  open  to  us,  and  we  exercife  a  free  and 
uninterrupted  traffic  through  the  ocean:  And  we 
are  reaping  the  fruits  of  all  this  peace,  by  a  daily 
improvement  of  cur  trade,  and  the  increafe  of  our 
fhippingand  navigation.     Our  conflitution  feems  to 
be  fo  vigorous  and  ftrong,  that  nothing  can  dilbrder 
it  but  ourfelves.      No  influences  of  the  ftars,    no 
configurations  of  the  heavens  are  to  be  feared,  fo 
long  as  thefe  two  houfes  ftand  in  a  good  difpofitioa 
to  each  other,  and  both  of  them  in  a  happy  con- 
junction  with   their   Lord   and  Sovereign.     Why 
fhould  we  doqbt  it ?    Never  was  difcord  iTore  un- 
feafonable.     A  difference  in  matters  of  the  church, 
would  gratify  the  enemies  of  our  religion,  and  do 
them  more  fervice  than  the  bed  of  their  auxiliaries. 
A  difference  in  matters  of  ftatCj  would  gratify  our 
enemies  too,  the  enemies  of  our  peace,  the  enemies 
of  this  Parliament,  that  hope  to  fee,  and  pradife  to 
bring  about  revolutions  in  the  government.     They 
well  underftand,    that  the  bell  health  may  be  de- 
itroyed  by  too  much  care  of  it  j  an  anxious  fcru- 
pulous  care,  a  care  that  is  always  tampering  ;  a  care 
that  labours  fo  long  to  purge  all  ill  humours  out  of 
the  body, 'that  at  la(t  it  neither  leaves  good  blood 
nor  fpirits  behind.     In  like  manner  there  are  two 
fymptoms  which  are  dangerous  in  every  ftate,  and 
of  which   the  hiftorian  hath  long  fince  given  us 
warning  :  One  is  when  men  do  quieta  movere  ;  when 
they  ftir  thofe  things  or  queftions  v^hich  are,  and 
ought  to  be  in  peace  ;  and  like  unfkilful  archite6ls, 
think  to  mend  the  building  by  removing  all  the  ma- 
terials whichare  not  placed  as  they  would  have  them. 
Another  is,  cu7n  res  parviB  magnis  ?noiibus  aguntur^ 
when  things,  not  of  the  greatell  moment,  are  agi- 
tated withgreateft  heat  •,  and  as  much  weight  is  laid 
upon  a  new,  and  not  always  very  neccffary  propo- 

F  3  fitionj, 
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fition,  as  if  the  whole  fum  of  affairs  depended  up- 
on it. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  King  is  far,  infinitely  far,  from  fearing  any  ex- 
cefs  of  this  kind  here  •,  he  knows  too  well  the  wifdom, 
the  honour,  and  the  loyalty  of  this  great  aflembly^to 
apprehend  any  kind  of  error,  either  in  your  judg- 
ments, or  your  affedions ;  he  does  not   only  find 
himfelf  fafe,  but  he  thinks  himfelf  armed  too,  while 
he  is  attended  with  fuch  a  nobility,  fuch  a  gentry  as 
this.     You  that  were  able  to  raife  the  King's  affairs, 
when  they  were    in  their  loweft  and  molt  deplored 
condition,  will  furely  be  able  to  keep  them  from  any 
relapfe.     You  that  were  able  to  make  this  govern- 
ment take  root  again,  will  furely  be  able  to  preferve 
it  in  a  growing  and  flourilhing  ellate.     Such  pilots 
need  not  fear  a  ftorm  I  If  you  could,   this  confide- 
ration  alone  were  enough  to  fupport  you,  That  you 
carry  Caefar  and  his  fortunes :  You  ferve  a  Prince  in 
whofe  prefer vation  miracles  are  become  familiar  -,  a 
Prince  in  whofe  ftile  Dei  Gratia  feems  not  to  be 
written  by  a  vulgar  pen,  but  by  the  arm  of  Omni- 
potence itfelf.     Raife  up  then,  by  your  example, 
the  hearts  and  hopes  of  all  thofe,  whom  ill  men  have 
wrought  upon  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  caft  them  into 
a  fadnefs,  and  into  a  defpondency,  which  is  molt 
unreafonable  :  What  the  Rofnans  fcorn'd  to  do  after 
the  battle  of  Canna ;  what  the  Venetians  never  did 
when  they  had  loft  all  \}ii€ix'l^erra-firma\  that,  men 
are  now  taught  to  think  a  virtue,  and  the  fign  of  a 
wife  and  good  man,  Befperare  de  Republic d.     And 
all  this  in  a  time  of  as  much  juftice  and  peace  at 
home,  as  good  laws  for  the  fecurity  of  religion  and 
liberty,    as  good  execution  of  thofe  laws,  as  great 
plenty  of  trade  and  commerce  abroad,  and  as  likely 
a  conjundlure  of  aff^airs  for  the  continuance  of  thele 
bleflings  to   us,   as  ever  nation  profpered  under. 
Confirm  the  faith  then  of  thofe  that  are  made  weak, 

1  by 
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by  (hewing  them  the  [tedfaftnefsofyour  belief;  give 
the  King  the  hearts  of  all  his  lubjetfts,  by  making 
him  a  prefent  of  yours.  Then  wiJJ  the  King  efteeni 
himfelf  a  richer  Prince  than  if  he  were  pofTeiTed  of 
all  the  treafures  of  the  eaft  :  Then,  the'  this  fefllon 
fhould  clofe  in  a  few  weeks,  yet  it  may  be  perpetual 
for  the  fruit  it  Ihall  produce,  and  for  the  comme- 
moration that  will  follow  it.  Then  will  this  year  be 
a  true  yQ^r  of  jubilee -,  and  we  fhall  have  nothing  to 
wifh  or  pray  for  in  this  world,  but  the  bleffed  cohtu 
nuance  of  his  Majefty*s  long  and  happy  reign  over  us, 

A  L  E'TT'  ER  from  a  per/on  of  quality^  to 
his  friend  in  the  country, 

SIR, 

TH  I  S  felTion  being  ended,  and  the  bill  of  Teft 
being  finifhed  at  the  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  I  can  now  give  you  a  perfedt  account  of  this 
ftate  mafter-piece.  It  was  hatched  (as  almoft  all 
mifchiefs  of  the  world  had  hitherto  been)  amongft 
the  great  church- men,  and  it  is  a  project  of  feveral 
years  (landing,  but  found  not  minilters  bold  enough 
to  go  through  with  it,  until  thefe  new  ones,  who 
wanting  a  better  bottom  to  fupport  them,  betook 
themfelves  wholly  to  this,  which  is  no  fmall  under* 
taking,  if  you  confider  it  in  its  whole  extent. 

Firft,  to  make  a  diftin(fl:  party  from  the  reft  of 
the  nation  of  the  high  epifcopal  man,  and  the  old 
cavaHer,  who  are  to  fwallow  the  hopes  of  enjoying 
all  the  power  and  ofiice  of  the  kingdom  ;  being  alfo 
tempted  by  the  advantage  they  may  receive  from 
overthrowing  the  adt  of  oblivion,  and  not  a  little 
rejoicing  to  think  how  valiant  they  fhould  prove^ 
if  they  could  get  any  to  (ight  the  old  quarrel  over 
again,  now  they  are  poffefTed  of  the  arms,  forts, 
and  ammunition  of  the  nation. 

Next  they  defign  to  have  the  government  of  the 
church  fworn  to  us  unalterable,  and  lo  tacitly  owned 
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to  be  of  divine  right;  which  tho'  inconfiftent  with 
the  o^th  of  fupremacy,  yet  the  churchmen  eafily 
break  through  all  obligations  whatfoever,  to  attain 
this  ftation,  the  advantage  of  which,  the  prelate  of 
P.ome  hath  fufficiently  taught  the  world. 

Then  in  requital  to  the  crown,  they  declare  the 
government  ablolute  and  arbitrary,  and  allow  mo- 
narchy, as  well  as  epifcopacy,  to  ht  jure  divino^  and 
not  to  be  bounded  or  limited  by  human  laws. 

And  to  fecure  all  this,  they  refolve  to  take  away 
the  power  and  opportunity  of  parliament  to  alter  any 
thing  in  the  church  or  (late,  only  leaving  them  as 
2i.u  inftrument  to  raife  money,  and  to  pafs  luch  laws 
as  the  court  and  church  fliall  have  a  mind  to:  The 
attempt  of  any  other,  how  hecefiary  foever,  muft 
be  no  lefs  a  crime  than  perjury. 

And,  as  the  top  ftone  of  the  whole  fabric,  a 
pretence fhall  be  taken  from  thejealoufies  they  them- 
felves  haveraifed,  and  a  real  necelTity  from  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  party,  to  increale  and  keep  up  a  (land- 
ing army  •,  and  then  in  due  time  the  cavalier  and 
churchman  will  be  made  greater  fools,  but  as  arrant 
flaves  as  the  reft,  of  the  nation. 

In  order  to  this,  the  firft  ftep  was  made  in  the 
act  for  regulating  corporations  ;  wifely  beginning 
that  in  thofe  leffer  governments,  which  they  meant 
afterwards  to  introduce  upon  the  government  of  the 
nation  •,  and  making  them  fwear  to  a  declaration  and 
belief  of  fuch  propofitions,  as  they  themfelves  after- 
wards upon  debate  were  enforced  to  alter,  and  could 
not  juftify  in  thofe  words  -,  fo  that  many  of  the 
wealthieft,  worthieft,  and  fobereft  men  are  (till  kept 
out  of  the  magiftracy  of  thofe  places. 

The  next  (tep  was  in  the  ad  of  militia,  which 
went  for  moft  of  the  chiefeft  nobility  and  gentry, 
being  obliged  as  Lord  Lieutenants,  deputy  Lieu- 
tenants, if'c.  to  fwear  to  the  fame  declaration  and 
belief,  with  the  addition  only  of  thefe  words,  in -pur- 
fuance  of  fuch  military  commiffions  j  which  makes  the 

matter 
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matter  rather  worfe  than  better.  Yet  this  went  down 
fmoothly,  as  an  oath  in  fafhion,  a  teftimony  of 
loyalty  -,  and  none  adventuring  freely  to  debate  the 
matter,  the  humour  of  the  age,  like  a  ftrong  tide, 
carries  wife  and  good  men  down  before  it.  This 
ad  is  of  a  piece-,  for  it  eftabliflieth  a  {landing  ar- 
my by  a  law,  and  fwears  us  into  a  military  govern- 
ment. 

Immediately  after  this,  followeth  the  a5f  of  uni- 
formity^ by  which  all  the  Clergy  o^  England  are 
obliged  to  fubfcribe  and  declare,  what  the  corpo- 
rations, nobility,  and  gentry  had  before  fworn  ;  but 
with  this  additional  claufeof  the  militia  ad  omitted. 
This  the  Clergy  readily  complied  with ;  for  you 
know  that  fort  of  men  are  taught  rather  to  obey  than 
underftand  ;  and  to  ufe  that  learning  they  have,  tojuf- 
tify,  not  to  examine  what  their  fuperiors  command  : 
And  yet  that  Bartholomew  day  was  fatal  to  our 
church  and  religion,  throwing  out  a  very  great 
number  of  worthy,  learned,  pious  and  orthodox 
divines,  who  could  not  come  up  to  this,  and  other 
things  in  that  ad:  And  it  is,  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  worth  your  knowledge,  that  fo  great  was  the 
zeal  in  carrying  on  this  church  affair,  and  fo  blind 
was  the  obedience  required,  that  if  you  compute  the 
time  in  paffing  this  ad,  with  the  time  allowed  for 
the  Clergy  to  fubfcribe  the  book  of  common-prayer 
thereby  eftablifhed,  you  fhall  plainly  find  it  could 
not  be  printed  and  diftributed  fo,  as  one  man  in 
forty  could  have  feen  and  read  the  book  they  did  fo 
perfedly  alTent  and  confent  to. 

But  this  matter  was  not  complete  until  the/w- 
mile-aol  pafTed  at  Oxford^  wherein  they  take  an 
opportunity  to  introduce  the  oath  in  the  terms  they 
would  have  it:  This  was  then  ftrongly  oppofed  by 
the  Lord  Treafurer  Southampton^  Lord  Wharton^ 
Lord  Afhley,  and  others,  not  only  in  the  concern  of 
thofe  poor  minifters  that  were  fo  feverely  handled, 
but  as  it  was  in  itfelf  a  moil  unlawful,  and  unjudi- 
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fiable  oath.     However,  the  zeal  of  that  time  againft 
all  nonconformifts,  eafily  paffed  the  ad. 

This  ad  was  feconded  the  fame  fefTion  at  Oxford^ 
by  another  bill  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  to  have 
impofed  that  oath  on  the  whole  nation.  And  the 
Providence  by  which  it  was  thrown  out  was  very 
remarkable ;  for  Mr.  Peregrine  Bertie  being  newly 
chofen,  was  that  morning  introduced  into  the  houfe 
by  his  brother  the  now  Earl  ofLindfey,  and  Sir  'Tho- 
mas OJhonu  now  Lord  Treafurer,  who  all  three  gave 
their  votes  againft  that  bill  ♦,  and  the  members  were 
fo  even  upon  the  divifion,  that  their  three  votes 
carried  the  queftion  againll  it. 

Thus  our  church  became  triumphant,  and  conti- 
nued fo  for  divers  years  *,  the  diffenting  proteftanc 
being  the  only  enemy,  and  therefore  only  profecu- 
ted  ;  whilft  thepapifts  remained  undifturbed,  being 
by  the  court  thought  loyal,  and  by  our  great  Bifhops 
not  dangerous,  they  differing  only  in  dodrine  and 
fundamentals  -,  but  as  to  the  government  of  the 
church,  that  was  in  their  religion  in  it*s  higheft  ex- 
altation. 

This  dominion  continued  unto  them,  untill  the 
Lord  Clifford^  a  man  of  a  daring  and  ambitious  fpirit, 
made  his  way  to  the  chief  miniftry  of  affairs  by  other, 
and  far  different  meafures  •,  and  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  war  with  Holland^  the  King  was  then  en- 
gaged in,  to  propofe  the  declaration  of  indulgence, 
that  the  diffenters  of  all  forts,  as  well  proteftants  as 
papifts,  might  be  at  reft,  and  fo  a  vaft  number  of  peo- 
ple not  be  made  defperate  at  home,  while  the  King 
was  engaged  with  fo  potent  an  enemy  abroad.  This 
was  no  fooner  pro po fed,  but  the  Earl  of  Shtijtjlury^ 
a  man  as  daring,  but  more  able  (tho*  of  principles 
and  intereft  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  other)  pre- 
fendy  clofed  with  it  •,  and  perhaps  the  opportunity 
I  have  had,  by  my  converfation  with  them  both,  who 
were  men  of  diverfion,  and  of  free  and  open  dif- 
courle  where  they  had  a  confidence ,  may  give  you 
4  more 


A.  i675-         DEBATES.  j^ 

more  light  into  both  their  defigns,  and  fo  by  con- 
fequence  the  arms  of  their  parties,  than  you  will 
have  from  any  other  hand.  My  Lord  Clifford  did 
in  exprefs  terms  tell  me  one  day,  in  private  dif- 
courfe,  '  that  the  King,  if  he  would  be  firm  to 
himfelf,  might  fettle  what  religion  he  pleafed, 
and  carry  the  government  to  what  height  he 
would  *,  for  if  men  were  aflured  of  the  liberty  of 
their  confciences,  and  undifturbed  in  their  proper- 
ties, able  and  upright  judges  made  in  IVejttninJler' 
hall,  to  judge  the  caufes  of  meum  and  tuum ;  and 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fort  of  Tilbury  was 
finilhed  to  bridle  the  city,  the  fort  o^  Plymouth  to 
fecure  the  weft,  ^d  arms  for  20,000  men  in  each 
of  thefe,  and  in  Hull  for  the  northern  parts,  with 
fome  addition  which  might  be  eafily  and  un- 
difcernably  made  to  the  forces  now  on  foot,  there 
were  none  that  would  have  either  will,  opportu- 
nity, or  power  to  refill.'  But  he  added  withal. 
He  was  fo  fincere  in  the  maintenance  of  pro- 
perty and  liberty  of  confcience,  that  if  he  had  his 
will,  though  he  fhould  introduce  a  Bifhop  of  D/^r- 
ham  (which  was  the  inftance  he  then  made,  that 
fee  being  then  vacant)  of  another  religion,  yet 
he  would  not  difturb  any  of  the  church  befide, 
but  fufFer  them  to  die  away,  and  not  by  his 
change  (how  hafty  foever  he  was  in  it)  overthrow- 
either  of  thefe  principles,  and  therefore  defired 
he  might  be  thought  an  honeft  man,  as  to  his 
part  of  the  declaration,  for  he  meant  it  really.* 
The  Lord  Shaftjbury  (with  whom  1  had  more  free- 
dom) I  with  great  alTurance  afked  what  he  meant 
by  the  declaration  ?  for  it  Teemed  to  me  (as  I  then 
told  him)  that  it  allumed   '  a  power  to  repeal  and 

*  fufpend  all  our  laws,    to  deftroy  the  church,  to 
'  overthrow  the  proteftant  religion,  and  to  tolerate 

*  popery.'     He  replied,  all  angry,   '  that  he  won- 

*  dred  at  my  objedion,    there  being  not  one  of 

*  thefe  in  the  cafe  ;  for  the  King  affumed  no  power 

^  of 
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of  repealing  jaws,  or    fufpending  them,  contrary 
to  the  v/iU  of  his  Parliament  or  people  ;    and  not 
to  argue  wich   me  at  that  time  the  power  of  the 
King's  fupremacy,    which  was  of  another  nature 
than  that  he  had  in  civils,  and  had  been  exercifed 
without  exception  in  this  cafe,  by  father,  grand- 
father, and  Queen  Elizabeth^  under  the  great  feal, 
to  foreign  proteitants,  become  fubjecls  o^ England ; 
not  to  inftance  in  the  fufpending  the  execution  of 
the  two  acfts  of  navigation  and  trade,  during  both 
this  and  the  laft  Butch  war,    in  the  fame  words, 
and  upon  the  fame  necefiity,  and  as  yet  without 
clamour,  that  ever  we  heard  :  But  to  pafs  by  all 
that,  this  is  certain,    a  government  could  not  be 
fuppofed,  whether  monarchical  or   of  any  other 
fort,  without  a  (landing  fupreme  executive  power, 
fully  enabled  to  mitigate,  or  wholly  to  fufpend 
the  execution  of  any  penal  law,  in  the  intervals  of 
the   legiflative   power  ;    which  when  affembled, 
there  was  no  doubt  but  wherever  there  lies  a  ne- 
gative in  pafTmg  of  a  law,    there  the  addrefs  or 
fenfe  known  of  either  of  them  to  the  contrary  (as 
for  inftance  of  either  of  our  two  houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment in  England^)  ought  to  determine  that  indul- 
gence,   and  reftore  the  law  to  its  full  execution, 
for  without  this  the  laws  were  to  no  purpofe  made, 
if  the  Prince  could  annul  them  at  pleafure  •,  and  fo 
on  the  other  hand,  without  a  power  always  in  be- 
ing of  difpenfing  uponoccafion,  was  to  fuppofe  a 
conftitution    extremely    imperfed  and  impradli- 
cable  •,  and  to  cure  thofe  with  a  legiflative  power 
always  in  being,    is,    when  confidered,    no  other 
than  a  perfedl  tyranny.      As  to  the  church,    he 
conceived  the  declaration  was  extremely  their  inte- 
reft  ;    for   the  narrow  bottom  they  had   placed 
themfelves  upon,  and  the  meafures  they  had  pro- 
ceeded by,    fo  contrary  to  the  properties  and  li- 
berties of  the  nation,  muft  needs  in  a  fhort  time 
prove  fatal  to  them  j  whereas  this  led  them  into 
A  '  another 
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'  ing  and  differing  proteftants,  both  at  home  and 
'  abroad,  and  fo  by  necefllty  and  unavoidable  con- 
'  fequences,  to  become  the  head  of  them  all,  for 
'  that  place  is  due  to  the  church  of  England,  being 
'  in  favour,    and   of  neareft  approach  to  the  moit 

*  powerful  Prince  of  that  religion,  and  fo  always 
'  had  it  in  their  hands,  to  be  the  intercefibrs  and 

*  procurers  of  the  greateft  good  and  protedion  that 

*  party  throughout  all  Chriftendom  can  receive. 
«  And  thus  the  Archbifhop  o^ Canterbury  might  be- 

<  come  not  only  alterius  orbis,  but  alterius  regionis 

*  papa,  and  all  the  addition  of  honour  and  power, 

*  attained  without  the  lead  lofs  or  diminution  of  the 

*  church  ;  it  not  being  intended  that  one  living, 
'  dignity,  or  preferment  iTiould  be  given  to  any 
'  but  thofe  who  were  (Iridlly  conformable.  As 
'  to  the  proteftant  religion,  he  told  me  plainly, 
'  it  was  for  the  preferving  of  that,  and  that  only, 
«  that  he  heartily  joined  in  the  declaration  ;  for  be- 
«  fides  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  have  care  in  his 
'  place  and  ftation  of  thofe  he, was  convinced  were 

<  the  people  of  God,  and  feared  him,    tho'  of  dif- 

*  ferenc  perfuafions  -,  he  alfo  knew  nothing  elfe  but 
«  liberty  and  indulgence,  that  could  pofTibly  (as  our 
'  cafe  flood)  fecure  the  proteftant  religion  in  Eng- 
'  land  ;  and  he  begged  me  to  confider,  if  the  church 
'  of  England  fhould  attain  to  a  rigid,  blind,  and 
'  undifputed  conformity,  and  that  power  of  our 
'  church  fhould  come  into  the  hands  of  a  popifh 
'  Prince,  which  was  not  a  thing  fo  impofllble  or 

<  remote,  as  not  to  be  apprehended  •,  whether  in 
'  fuchacafe,  would  not  all  the  arms  and  artillery, 
'  and  government  of  the  church,  be  turned  againft 
'  the  prefent  religion  of  it  ?  And  Ihould  not  all  good 
«  proteftants  tremble  to  think  what  Bifhops  fuch  a 

*  Prince  was  like  to  make,  and  whom  thofe  Bi- 
'  fhops  would  condemn  for  hereticks,  and  that 
[  Prince  might  burn  ?  Whereas  if  this,  which  is  now 

«  but 
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but  a  declaration  might  ever  by  the  expedience  of 
it  gain  the  advantage  of  becoming  an  eftablifhed 
law,  the  true  proteltant  religion  would  ftill  be  kept 
up  amongft  the  cities,  towns,  and  trading  places, 
and  the  worthieft  and  fobereft  (if  not  the  greatell) 
part  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  people.'     As  for 
the  toleration  of  popery  he  faid   '  it  was  a  pleafant 
objedion,  iince  he  could  confidently  fay  that  the 
papifts  had  no  advantage  in  the  lead  by  this  decla- 
ration, that  they  did  not  as  fully  enjoy,  and  with 
lefs  noife,    by  the  favour  of  all  the  bifhops.     It 
was  the  vanity  of  the  Lord  Keeper  that  they  were 
named  at  all,  for  the  whole  advantage  was  to  the 
diflenting  proteftants,  which  were  the  only  men 
difturbed  before  •,  and  yet  he  confeft  to  me  that  it 
was  his  opinion  and  always  had  been,  that  the  pa- 
pifts ought  to  have  no  other  prefTure  laid  upon  them, 
but  to  be  made  incapable  of  office,  court,  or  arms, 
and  to  pay  fo  much  as  might  bring  them  at  leaft  to 
a  balance  with  the  proteftants  for  thofe  chargeable 
offices  they  are  liable  unto  •,  and  concluded  with 
this,  that  he  defired  me  ferioufly  to  weigh,  whe- 
ther liberty  and  property  were  likely  to  be  main- 
tained long  in  a  country  like  ours,   where  trade  is 
fo  abfolutdy  neceflary  to  the  very  being  as  well  as 
the  profperity  of  it  ;  and  in  this  age  of  the  world, 
if  articles  of  and  matters  of  religion  fhouli  become 
the  only  acceffible  ways  to  our  civil  rights.' 
Thus,  Sir,  you  have  perhaps  a  better  account  of 
the  declaration,  than  you  can  receive  from  any  other 
hand,  and  I  could  have  wiffi'd  it  a  longer   conti- 
tinuance,  and  better  reception  than  it  had  ;  for  the 
bilhops  took  fo  great  an  offence  at  it,  that  they  gave 
the  alarm  of  popery  through  the  whole  nation,  and 
by  their  emiffaries  the  clergy  (who  by  the  connexture 
and  fubordination  of  their  government,    and  their 
being  pofted  in  every  parifh,  have  the  advantage  of 
a  quick  difperfing  their  orders,  and  a  fudden  and 

univerfal 
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univerfal  infinuation  of  whatever  they  pleafe)  raifed 
fuch  a  cry,  that  thofe  good  and  fober  men  who  had 
really  long  feared  the  increafe  and  continuance  popery 
had  hitherto  received,  began  to  believe  the  bifhops 
were  in  earneft,  their  eyes  open,  tho'  late,  and 
therefore  joined  heartily  with  them  ;  fo  that  at  the 
next  meeting  of  Parliament  the  proteftant  intereft  was 
run  fo  high,  as  an  a6l  came  up  from  the  Commons 
to  the  houfc  of  Lords  in  favour  of  the  difT^ntinor 
protcftants,  and  had  pafied  the  Lords,  but  for  wane 
of  time  •,  befides  another  excelJent  ad:  pafled  the 
royal  alTent  for  the  excluding  all  papifts  from  office^  in 
oppofition  of  which  the  Lord  treasurer  Clifford  fell, 
and  yet  to  prevent  his  ruin  this  fefTions  had  the 
fpeedierend.  Notwithftandings  the  bilhops  attain- 
ed their  ends,  the  declaration  being  cancelled,  and 
the  great  feal  being  broken  off  from  it,  the  Parlia- 
ment having  pafied  no  acl  in  favour  of  the  diflenters, 
and  yet  the  fenfe  of  both  houfes  fufficiently  declared 
againft  all  the  indulgence  but  by  a(5t  of  Parliament. 
Having  got  this  point,  they  ufed  it  at  firft  with 
feeming  moderation  *,  there  were  no  general  di- 
redions  given  for  perfecuting  the  Nonconformifts, 
but  here  and  there  fome  of  the  mofl:  confiding  juftices 
were  made  ufe  of  to  try  how  they  could  revive  the 
old  profecution,  for  as  yet  the  zeal  raifed  againft  pa- 
pifts was  fo  great,  that  the  worth ieft  and  fobereft  of 
the  epifcopal  party  thought  it  necefiliry  to  unite  with 
the  difienting  proteftants,  and  not  to  divide  their 
party*  when  all  their  forces  were  little  enough :  In 
this  pofture  the  fefiions  of  Parliament  that  began 
OBoher  Qjih^  i673«  found  matters,  which  being 
fuddenly  broken  up,  did  nothing. 

The  next  felTions,  which  began  January  the  7th 
following,  the  bifhops  continued  ih^u  zeal  againft  the 
papifts^  and  feemed  to  carry  on,  in  joining  with  the 
country  lords,  many  excellent  votes  in  order  to  a 
bill  ;  as  in  particular,  that  the  Princes  of  the  blood' 
royal Jhould  only  rnarry  proteftants^  and  many  others ; 

but 
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but  their  favour  to  diflenting  proteftants  was  gone, 
znd  they  attempted  a  bargain  with  the  country  Lords, 
with  whom  they  then  joined  not  to  promote  any  thing 
of  that  nature  except  the  bill  for  taking  away  aflent 
and  confent,  and  renouncing  the  covenant. 

This  feflion  was  no  fooner  ended  without  doing 
any  thing,  but  the  whole  clergy  were  inftrufted  to  de- 
clare, thai  there  was  now  no  more  danger  ofthepapifts  : 

The  phanatic  (for  fo  they  call  the  diffenting  pro- 
teftant)  is  again  become  the  only  dangerous  enemy  ; 
and  the  biQiops  had  found  a  Scotch  Lord,  and  two 
new  minifters,  or  rather  great  officers  oi'Ej^land^  who 
were  defperate  and  ra(h  enough  to  puttheir  mailers  bu- 
finefs  upon  fo  narrow  and  w^eak  a  bottom :  and  that  old 
covenanter  Lauderdale  is  become  the  patron  of  the 
churchy  and  has  his  coach  and  table  filled  with  that 
party.  The  keeper  and  ■  are  of  a  juft  fize  to 
this  affair ;  for  it  is  a  certain  rule  with  the  church- 
men to  endure  (as  feldom  as  they  can)  in  bufinefs 
men  abler  than  themfelves.  But  his  Grace  of  Scot- 
land was  leaft  to  be  excufed  of  the  three,  for  having 
fallen  from  preJl?ytery,proteJiant  religion,  3.nd  all  prin- 
ciples of  public  good  and  private  friend fbip,  and  be- 
come the  flave  of  Clifford,  to  carry  on  the  ruin  of 
all  he  profeffed  to  fupport,  does  now  alfo  quit  even 
Clifford's  genQYOus  principles,  and  betake  himfelfto 
a  fort  of  men,  that  Jiever  forgive  any  man  the  having 
once  been  in  the  right,  and  fuch  men  who  would  do 
the  worit  of  things  by  the  worft  of  means  ;  enflave 
their  country,  and  betray  them,  under  the  malk  of 
religion  which  they  have  public  pay  for,  and 
charge  of,  fo  feething  the  kid  in  the  mother^s  milk. 
Our  tlatefmen  and  billiops  being  now  as  well  agreed 
as  in  old  Laud*s  time,  on  the  fame  principles,  with 
the  fame  paffion,  to  attain  their  end,  they  in 
the  firft  place  gave  orders  to  the  judges  in  all 
their  circuits  to  quicken  the  execution  of  the  lav^s 
againll  diffenters,  a  new  declaration  is  publifhed  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  former,  moftin  words  againft 

the 
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the  papifts,  but  in  the  fcnfe,  and  in  the  clofe,  did 
fully  fcrve  againfl  both,  and  in  the  execution  it  wa3 
plain  who  were  meant.  Acommiflion  befides  comes 
down,  dire(5led  to  the  principal  gentlemen  of  each 
county,  to  feize  the  eflates  of  both  papifts  aad  fana- 
tics^ mentioned  in  a  hit  annexed,  wherein,  by 
great  misfortune  or  fldll,  the  names  of  papifts  of 
belt  quality  and  fortune  (and  {o  beft  known)  were 
miltaken,  and  the  commifllon  rendered  ineffedtual  as 
to  them. 

Befides  this,  the  great  minifters  of  flate  did  ia 
their  common  public  talk  aflure  the  party,  that  all 
places  of  profit,  commands  andtrult  fhould  only  be 
gi^^en  to  the  old  Cavalier s\  no  man  that  had  fei  ved, 
or  been  of  the  contrary  party,  fhould  be  left  in  any 
of  them  :  And  a  dircdlion  is  to  ifTue  to  the  great 
minifters  before  mentioned,  and  fix  or  feven  of  the 
Bifhops,  to  meet  zx  Lambeth -Hon fe^  who  were,  like 
the  Lords  of  the  articles  of  Scotland^  t(5  prepare 
their  complete  model  for  the  enfuing  feflion  of  Par- 
liament. 

And  now  comes  this  memorable  fe[pi  on  of  April  i  g/Z?, 
y^.  than  which  never  any  came  with  more  expecta- 
tion of  the  court,  or  dread  and  apprehenfion  of  the 
people-,  the  Officers,  Court- Lords,  and  Bifhops 
were  clearly  the  major  vote  in  the  Lords  houfe  ; 
and  they  affured  themfelves  to  have  the  Commons  as 
much  at  their  difpofe,  when  they  reckoned  the  num- 
ber of  courtiers,  officers,  penfioners,  increafed  by 
the  addition  of  the  church  and  Cavalier-party^  be- 
fides the  addrefsthey  made  to  men  of  the  beft  quali- 
ty there,  by  hopes  of  honour,  great  employments, 
and  fuch  things  as  would  take.  In  a  word,  the  French 
King's  minifters,  who  are  the  great  chapmen  of  the 
world,  did  not  outdo  ours  this  time,  and  yet  the 
over-ruling  hand  of  God  has  blown  upon  their  poli- 
tics, and  the  nation  is  efcaped  this  feffion,  like  a 
bird  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  fowler. 

In  this  fefTion  the  Bifhops  wholly  laid  afide  their 
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zeal  againft  popery.  The  committee  oF  the  whole 
houfe  for  religion,  which  the  country  Lords  ha<f 
caufed  to  be  fet  up  again  by  the  example  of  the  for- 
mer feflions,  could  hardly  get,  at  any  time,  a  day 
appointed  for  their  fitting,  and  the  main  thing  de- 
figned  for  a  bill  voted  in  the  former  feffion,  viz, 
the  marrying  our  princes  to  none  butproteftants,  was 
reje6led,  and  carried  in  the  negative  by  the  unani- 
mous votes  of  the  Bifhops  bench  •,  yet  the  lay  Lords, 
not  underftanding  from  how  excellent  a  principle  this 
proceeded,  commonly  called  them  for  that  reafon  the 
dead  weight,  and  they  really  proved  lo  in  the  follow- 
ing bufinefs  ;  for  the  third  day  of  this  feflion  this  bill  of 
^eft  was  brought  into  the  Lords  houfe  by  the  Earl  of 
L,  L,  C.  a  perfon  of  great  quality,  but  in  this  im- 
pofed  upon,  and  received  it's  firft  reading,  and  ap- 
pointment for  the  fecond,  without  much  oppofition, 
the  country  Lords  being  defirous  to  obferve  what 
weight  they  put  upon  it,  or  how  they  defigned  to  ma- 
nage it. 

At  the  fecond  reading,  the  Lord  keeper  and  fome 
other  of  the  Court- Lords  recommended  the  bill  to 
the  houfe  in  fet  and  elaborate  fpeeches,  the  Keeper 
calling  it,  a  moderate  fecurity  to  the  church  and  crown^ 
and  that  no  honeft  man  could  refufe  it,  and  who  ever 
did  gave  great  fufpicion  of  dangerous  and  antimo- 
narchical  principles  ;  the  other  Lords  declaim  very 
■  much  upon  the  rebellion  of  the  late  times,  the  great 
fiumher  of fayiatics^  the  dangerous  principles  of  re- 
hellion  fitll  remaining  \  carrying  the  difcourfe  on,  as 
if  they  meant  to  trample,  dov/n  the  ati  of  oblivion 
and  all  thofe  whofe  fecurities  depended  on  it.  But 
the  Earl  of  Shaftshiry,  and  fome  other  of  the  coun- 
try Lords,  earneftly  prefs'd  that  the  bill  might  be  laid 
afide,  and  that  they  might  not  be  engaged  in  the 
debate  of  it ;  or  elfe  that  the  freedom  they  fhould 
be  forced  to  ufe  in  the  neceflary  defence  of  their 
opinion,  and  the  preferving  of  their  laws,  rights, 
and  liberties,  •  which  this  bill  would  overthrow, 
j?  might 
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might  not  be  mifconftrued:  For  there  are  many 
things  that  muft  be  fpoken  upon  the  debate,  both 
concerning  church  and  ftate,  that  it  was  well  known 
they  had  no  mind  to  hear  -,  notwi'thftanding  this, 
the  great  officers  and  Bifhops  called  out  for  the  que- 
ition,  of  referring  the  bill  to  a  committee  ;  but  the 
Earl  o^  Shaft shury^  a  man  of  great  abilities  and 
knowledge  in  affairs,  and  one  that  in  all  thefe  va- 
riety of  changes  of  this  laft  age,  was  never  known 
to  be  either  bought,  or  frighted  out  of  his  public 
principles,  at  large  opened  the  mifchievous,  and  ill 
defigns  and  confequences  of  the  bill,  which,  as  it  w^as 
brought  in,  required  all  officers  of  the  church  and 
ftate,  and  all  members  of  both  houfes  of  Parliamenc 
to  take  this  Oath  following. 

Ii\.  B.  do  declare^  that  it  is  not  lawful,  upon  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  to  take  up  arms  againjl  the 
King  ;  and  that  I  do  abhor  that  traiterous  pofition  of 
taking  arms  by  his  authority^  againfl  his  perfon^  or  a- 
gainft  thofe  that  are  commiffioned  by  him  in  purfiiance  of 
fuch  commiffion :  And  I  do  fw ear,  that  I  iviil  net  at 
any  time  endeavour  the  alteration  of  the  Government 
either  in  church  or  ftate,  fo  help  me  God. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftsbury  and  other  Lords  fpake 
with  fuch  convincing  reafon,  that  all  the  Lords, 
who  were  at  liberty  from  court-engagements  refolv- 
ed  to  oppofe,  to  the  utter  moft,  a  bill  of  fo  d  anger  - 
ous  a  confequence :  and  the  debate  lafted  five  feveral 
days  before  it  was  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  which  hardly  ever  happened  to  any  bill 
before.  All  this  and  the  following  debates  were 
managed  chiefly  by  the  Lords,  whofe  names  you 
will  find  to  the  following  proteftations  \  the  firft 
whereof  was  as  followeth. 

We  whofe  names  are  under -written,  being  Veers  of 
this  Realm,  do,  according  to  our  rights,  and  the  an- 
cient  ufage  of  Parliaments,  declare,  that  the  queftion 
having  been  puty  whether  the  bill  (entituled,  an  Ad  to 
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prevent  the  dangers  which  may  arife  from  perfons 
difafFedled  to  the  government)  doth  fo  far  retrench  upon 
the  privileges  of  this  houfe^  that  it  ought  therefore  to  he 
caft  cut :  It  being  refolved  in  the  negative^  We  do 
humhly  conceive^  that  any  hill  which  impofeth  an  Oath 
upon  the  Peers  with  a  penalty^  as  this  doth,  that  upon 
the  refufal  of  that  Oath^  they  fhall  he  made  uncapahle 
of  fitting  and  voting  in  this  houfe  •,  as  it  is  a  thing  un- 
precedented in  former  times,  fo  is  it  in  our  hurnhle  o- 
pinion^  the  higheft  invafion  of  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Peerage  that  foffbly  may  he,  and  moft 
deftruufive  of  the  freedom  which  they  ought  to  enjoy  as 
members  of  Parliament,  hecaufe  the  privileges  of  fit- 
ting and  voting  in  Parliament  is  an  honour  they  have 
I  by  binh,  and  a  right  lb  inherent  in  them,  and  in- 
feparable  from  them,  as  that  nothing  can  take  it  a- 
way,  hut  what  hy  the  law  of  the  land,  muft  withal 
take  away  their  lives,  and  corrupt  their  blood  j  upon 
which  ground  we  do  here  enter  our  diffent  from  that 
Vote^  and  our  prctejlation  againft  it. 

Buckingham,  Denbigh,  Be  la  Mer, 

Bridgewater,  Pagitt,  Eure. 

Winchefter,  Mollis .  Shaftsbury, 

Salisbury,  Peter.  Clarendon. 

Bedford.  Howard^  E.o^ Berks,  Grey  Roll, 

Dorfet.  Mohun.  Say  and  Seal. 

Jilshury.  Sta?nford.  Wharton, 

Bnftol.  Hallifax. 

The  next  proteftation  was  againft  the  vote  of 
committing  the  bill  in  the  words  following. 

The  queftion  being  put,  Whether  the  bill,  entitled 
an  a6t  to  prevent  the  dangers  which  may  arife  from 
perfons  difaffedled  to  the  Government,  '  fhouldbe 
'  committed  ;    it  being  carried  in  the  affirmative, 

*  and  We,   after  feveral   days  debate,  being  in  no 
<  meafure  fatisfied,  but  (till  apprehending  that  this 

*  bill  doth  not  only  fubvert  the  privileges  and  birth^ 

«  right' 
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*  right  of  the  Peers,    by   impofing  an  oath   upon 

*  them,  with  the  penalty  of  lofing  their  places  in 
'  Parliament,  but  alio,  as  we  humbly  conceive, 
'  ftrike  at  the  very  root  of  government  •,  it  being 
'  neceffary  to  all  governments  to  have  freedom  of 
'  votes  and  debates  in  thofe  who  have  power  to  alter 
'  and  make  laws ;  and  be/ides  the  exprefs  words  of 
'  this  bill,  obliging  every  man  to  abjure  all  endeavours 
'  to  alter  the  government  in  the  churchy  ivithout 
*•  regard  to  any  thing  that  rules  of  prudence  in  the 
'  government,  or  chriftian  compafTion  to  proteftaro: 

*  diifenters,  or  the  necelTity  of  affairs  at  any  time, 
'  fhall  or  may  require ;  upon  thefe  confiderations, 
'  we  humbly  conceive  it  to  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
'  quence  to  have  any  bill  of  this  nature  fo  much  as 

*  committed,  and  do  enter  our  dilTents  from  that . 

*  vote,  and  proteftation  againft  it. 

Buckingham.  Briflol.  Shaftsbury. 

Winton,  Howard  of  Berks.  Wharton, 

Salisbury,  Clarendon,  Mohun, 

Denbigh.  Stamford.  De  la  Mer. 

Which  proteftation  was  no  fooner  entred  and  fub- 
fcribed  the  next  day,  but  the  great  officers  and  Bi- 
fhops  raifed  a  ftorm  againfl  the  Lords  that  had  fub- 
fcribed  it :  endeavouring  not  only  fome  fevere  pro- 
ceedings againft  their  perfons,  if  they  had  found 
the  houfe  would  have  born  it,  but  alfo  to  havetakea 
away  the  very  liberty  of  entring  proteftations  with  rea- 
fins ;  but  that  was  defended  with  fo  great  ability, 
learning,  and  reafon  by  the  Lord  Mollis^  that  they 
quitted  the  attempt,  and  the  debate  ran  for  fome 
hours  either  wholly  to  raze  the  proteftation  out  of 
the  books,  or  at  leaft  fome  part  of  it,  the  expref- 
fion  ohhriftian  compaffion  to proteftant  dijentershtm^ 
that  which  gave  them  moft  offence  ;  but  both  thefe 
ways  were  fo  difagreeable  to  the  honour  and  privi, 
lege  of  the  houfe,    and  the  latter  to  common  fenfe 
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and  right,  that  they  defpaired  of  carrying  it,  and 
contented  themfelves  with  having  voted,  nat  the 
reafons  given  in  /aid  protefiation  did  refle5f  upon  the 
honour  of  the  houfe^  and  were  of  dangerous  confequence. 
And  I  cannot  here  forbear  to  mention  the  worth  and 
honour  of  that  nolle  Lord  Hollis,  fuitable  to  all  his 
former  life,  that  when  the  debate  was  at  the  heigth, 
and  the  protefting  Lords  in  danger  of  the  Tower ^ 
he  begged  the  houfe  to  give  him  leave  to  put  his 
name  to  thdit  proteft,  and  take  his  fortune  with  thofe 
Lords,  becaufe  his  ficknefs  had  forced  him  out  of 
the  houfe  the  day  before  ;  fo  that  not  being  at  the 
queltion,  he  could  not  by  the  rules  of  the  houfe,  fign 
it.  This  vote  againft  thofe  twelve  Lords  begat  the 
next  day  this  {oUomn^  protef  at  ion  [ign^d  by  21. 
*  Whereas  it  is  the  undoubted  privilege  of  each 
Peer  in  Parliam.ent,  when  a  queftion  is  paft  con- 
trary to  his  vote  and  judgment,  to  enter  his  pro- 
teftation  againft  it,  and  that  in  purfuance  thereof, 
the  bill  entitled^  an  atl  to  prevent  the  dangers  which 
may  arife  from  perfons  difaffeBed  to  the  government ^ 
being  conceived  by  fome  Lords  to  be  of  fo  dan- 
gerous a  nature,  as  that  it  was  not  fit  to  receive 
the  countenance  of  a  commitment  •,  thofe  Lords 
did  proteft  againft  the  commitment  of  faid  bill : 
And  the  houfe  having  taken  exceptions  at  fome  ex- 
prefjionsin  their  prot^iation, thofe  Lords,  who  were 
prefent  at  the  debate,  did  all  of  them  feverally 
and  voluntarily  declare,  That  they  had  no  inten- 
tion torefledt  upon  any  member,  much  lefs  upon 
the  whole  houfe,  which,  as  is  humbly  conceived, 
was  more  than  in  ftridnefs  did  confift  with  that 
abfolute  freedom  of  protefting,  which  is  infepa- 
rable  from  every  member  of  this  houfe,  and  was 
done  by  them  merely  out  of  their  great  refpedt 
to  the  houfe,  and  their  earneft  defire  to  give  all 
fatisfadion  concerning  themfelves,  and  the  clear- 
nefs  of  their  intentions :  yet  the  houfe  not  fatif- 
fied  with  this  their  declaration,  but  proceeding  to 

<  a  vote, 
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'  a  vote,  that  the  reafons  given  in  the  faid  protef- 

<  tation  do  refledl  uppn  the  honour  of  the  houfe, 
«  and  are  of  dangerous  confequence  •,  which  is  in  our 
*  humble  opinion,  a  great  difcountenancing  of  the 
■   very  liberty  of  protefting.     We,    whofe  names 

<  are  under-written,  conceiving  our  felves  and  the 
'  whole  houfe  of  Peers  extrem-::ly  concerned  that 
^  this  great  wound  fhould  be  given  (as  we  humbly 
'  apprehend)  to  fo  eiTential  a  privilege  of  the 
'  whole  peerage  of  this  realm,  as  their  liberty  of 
'  protefting  ,  do  now  (according  to  our  unquefti- 
'  enable  right)  make  ufe  of  the  fame  liberty  to 
'  enter  this  our  diilent  from,  and  proteftation  a- 
^  gainft  the  faid  vote. 


Bucks. 

Berks. 

Fitzwater 

W'lnton, 

Clarendon. 

Eure. 

Bedford, 

Jilshury. 

Wharton. 

Borfet. 

Shaft  shiiry. 

Mohun. 

Salifiury. 

Sav  and  Seal. 

Hollis. 

Bridgewater. 

HalUfax. 

Be  la  Mer, 

Denbigh, 

Audley. 

Grey  Roll, 

After  this  bill  being  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  the  firfb  thing  infifted  upon  by  the 
Lords  againft  the  bill,  was,  that  there  ought  to  be 
pafTed  fome  'previous  votes  to  fecure  the  rights  of 
Peerage  and  privilege  of  Parlia?nent^  before  they 
entred  upon  the  debate  or  amendments  of  fuch  a 
bill  as  this ;  and  at  laft  two  previous  votes  were  ob- 
tained, which  I  need  not  here  fet  down,  becaufethe 
next  proteftation  hath  them  both  in  terminis. 

Whereas  upon  debate  on  the  bill,  entitled^  An  aot 
to  prevent  the  dangers  which  may. arife  from  perfons  dif- 
affeEled  to  the  government^  It  was  ordered  by  the 
houfe  of  Peers  the  30//:?  of  yf^n/laft,  that  no  oath 
fhould  he  impofed  hy  any  hill  or  otherwife  upon  the  Peers 
with  a  penalty  in  cafe  ofrefufaly  to  lofe  their  places.,  or 
"uotes  in  Parliament,  or  liherty  to  debate  therein  •,  and 
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whereas  alfo,  upon  debate  of  the  fame,  it  was  or- 
dered the  third  of  this  inftanc  May^  that  there  fhall 
be  nothing  in  this  bill,  which  fhall  extend  to  deprive 
either  of  the  houfes  of  Parliament,  or  any  of  their 
members,  of  their  juft,  ancient  freedom  and  privi- 
lege of  debating  any  matter  or  bufinefs,  which  fhall 
be  propounded  or  debated  in  either  of  the  faid  houfes, 
or  at  any  conference  or  committee  of  both,  or  either 
oUhefaid  houfes  c/ Parliament ;  or  touching  the  re- 
peal, or  alteration  of  any  old,  or  preparing  any 
new  laws,  or  redreffing  any  public  grievance; 
but  that  the  faid  members  of  either  of  the  faid 
houfes,  and  the  afllftants  of  the  houfe  of  Peers^  and 
every  of  the?n  [hall  have  the  fame  freedom  of  fpeech, 
and  all  other  privileges  whatfoever,  as  they  had  before 
the  making  of  this  aof.  Both  which  orders  were 
pafTed  as  previous  direflions  unto  the  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  to  whom  the  faid  bill  was  com- 
mitted, to  the  end  that  nothing  fhould  remain  in  the 
faid  bill,  which  might  any  ways  tend  towards  the 
depriving  of  either  of  the  houfes  of  Parliament,  or 
any  of  their  members,  of  their  ancient  freedom  of 
debates,  or  votes,  or  other  their  privileges  whatfo- 
ever.  Yet  the  houfe  being  pleafed,  upon  the  report: 
from  the  committee,  to  pafs  a  vote,  That  all  perfons 
who  have,  or  fhall  have  right  to  fit  and  vote  in  ei- 
ther houfe  of  Parliament,  fliould  be  added  to  the 
firft  ena6led  claufe  in  the  faid  bill,  whereby  an  oath 
is  to  be  impoled  upon  them  as  members  of  either 
houfe  ;  which  vote  IFe  'ivhofe  names  are  laiderwritten, 
leing  Peers  of  the  reahn^  do  humbly  conceive^  is  not 
agreeable  to  the  faid  tzvo  previous  orders :  and  it  hav- 
ing been  humbly  offered  and  infifted  upon  by  divers 
of  us,  that  the  provifo  in  the  late  adl  entitled,  an  a5t 
for  preventing  dangers  that  may  happen  from  popifh 
recufants,  might  be  added  to  the  bill  depending, 
whereby  //;^  Peerage  of  every  Peer  of  this  realm,  and 
all  their  privileges,  might  be  preferved  in  this  bill,  as 
fully  c^s  in  the  faid  late  a^  \  yet  the  houfe  not  pleafing 

to 
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to  admit  of  the  fu id  provifo^  but,  proceeding  to 
the  pafTing  of  (iiid  vote,  JVe  do  humbly  upon  the 
grounds  af or efaid,  and  according  to  our  undoubted  rights 
enter  this  our  dijfent  jrom^  and  p'ot  e flat  ion  againji  the 
fame. 


Buch. 

Stamford, 

Wharton. 

Bedford 

Clarendon. 

Eure, 

Winton. 

Denbigh. 

De  la  Men 

Salisbury. 

Dorjet, 

Pagitt. 

Berks. 

Shaftsbury. 

Mohun, 

Bridgewater, 

This  was  their  lad  proteftation  ;  for  after  this 
they  altered  their  rtiethod,  and  reported  not  the 
votes  of  the  committee,  and  parts  of  the  bill  to 
the  houfe,  as  they  pad  them,  but  took  the  fame 
order  as  is  obferved  in  other  bills,  not  to  report  unto 
the  houfe,  until  they  had  gone  through  with  the 
bill,  and  fo  report  all  the  amendments  together: 
This  they  thought  a  way  of  more  difpatch,  and 
which  did  prevent  all  proteftations,  until  it  came  to 
the  houfe;  for  the  votes  of  a  committee,  tho' of 
the  whole  houfe,  are  not  thought  of  that  weight,  as 
that  there  fhould  be  allowed  the  entring  a  dilTent 
from  them,  or  proteftation  againft  them. 

The  bill  being  read  over  at  a  committee,  the  Lord- 
Keeper  objedled  againft  the  form  of  it,  and  defired 
that  he  might  put  it  in  another  method  ;  which  was 
eafily  allow'd  him,  that  not  being  the  difpute.  But 
it  was  obfervable  the  hand  of  God  was  upon  them  in 
this  whole  affair  -,  their  chariot  wheels  were  taken  off, 
they  drew  heavily  :  A  bill  fo  long  defigned,  pre- 
pared, and  of  that  moment  to  all  their  affairs,  had 
hardly  a  fenfible  ccmpofure. 

The  firft  part  of  the  bill  that  was  fallen  upon  was, 
whether  there  fhould  be  an  oath  at  all  in  the  bill  ; 
and  this  was  the  only  part  the  court-party  defended 
with  reafon.    For  the  whole  bill  being  to  enjoin  an 

oathj 
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oath,  the  houfe  might  rejed  it,  but  the  committee 
was  not  to  deftroy  it.  Yet  the  Lord  Hallifax  did 
with  that  quicknefs,  learning,  and  elegance,  which 
are  infeparable  from  all  his  difcourfes,  make  appear 
that  as  there  really  was  nofecurity  to  any  ft  ate  by  oaths  ^ 
fo  alfo  no  private  perfon,  much  Jefs  ftatefman,  would 
ever  order  his  affairs  as  relying  on  it ;  no  man  would 
ever  fleep  with  open  doors,  or  unlock'd  up  treafure 
or  plate,  fhould  all  the  town  be  fworn  not  to  rob  : 
So  that  theufe  of  multiplying  oaths  had  been  mod 
commonly  to  exclude  or  difturb  fome  honeft  confci- 
entious  men,  who  would  never  have  prejudiced  the 
government.  It  was  alfo  infifted  upon  by  that  Lord 
and  others,  that  the  oath  impofed  by  the  bill  con- 
tained three  claufes,  the  two  former  alTertory,  and 
the  laft  promiflbry  ;  and  that  it  was  worthy  the 
eonfideration  of  the  Bifhops,  whether  affertory  oaths, 
capable  to  be  fully  aflured  by  the  evidence  of  his 
fenfes,  be  lawfully  to  be  made  ufe  of  to  confirm  and 
invalidate  doctrinal  proportions ;  and  whether  that 
legiflative  power  which  impofeth  fuch  an  oath,  doth 
not  necefTarily  afifume  to  itfelf  an  infallibility  ;  and, 
2.S  for  promijjory  oaths,  it  was  defired  thatthofe  learned 
prelates  would  confider  the  opinion  of  Grotius  de 
Jure  Belli  &f  Pacis^  lib,  2.  13.  who  feeriis  to  make 
it  plain,  that  thofe  kind  of  oaths  are  forbidden  by 
our  Saviour  Chrifty  Mat,  v.  34.  37.  and  whether  it 
would  not  become  the  fathers  of  the  Church,  when 
they  have  well  weighed  that  and  other  Places  of  the 
New  Tefta?nenty  to  be  more  tender  in  multiplying 
oaths,  than  hitherto  the  great  men  of  the  church 
have  been  ?  But  the  Bifhops  carried  the  point,  and 
the  oath  was  ordered  by  the  major  vote. 

The  next  thing  in  eonfideration,  was  about  t'le 
perfons  that  fhould  be  enjoined  to  take  this  oath  ; 
and  thofe  were  to  be  all  ftich  as  enjoyed  any  beneficial 
office  or  employment^  eccle/iaftical,  civile  or  military  ; 
and  no  farther  went  the  debate  for  fome  hours,  until 
at  laft  the  Lord  Keeper  rifes  up,  and  with  an  elo- 
quent 
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quent  oration,  defires  to  add  Privy  connfellors^  Juf- 
tices  of  the  peace ^  and  members  of  both  boufes  \  the 
two  former  particularly  mentioned  only  to  ufher  in 
the  latter,  which  was  fo  dire6lly  againft  the  two 
previous  votes ;  the  firft  of  which  was  enrolled  a- 
mongft  the  ftanding  orders  of  the  houfe,  that  it 
wanted  a  man  of  no  lefs  aflurance  in  his  eloquence 
to  propofe  it;  and  he  was  driven  hard,  when  he 
was  forced  to  tell  the  houfe,  that  they  were  mafters 
of  their  own  orders,  and  interpretation  of  them. 

The  nextconfideration  at  the  committee,  was  the 
oath  it  M{\  and  it  was  defired  by  the  country  Lords 
that  it  m.ight  be  clearly  known,  whether  it  were 
meant  all  for  an  oath,  or  fome  of  it  for  a  decla- 
ration, and  fome  an  oath  ?  If  the  latter,  then  it  was 
defired  it  might  be  diftindlly  parted,  and  that  the 
declaratory  part  fhould  be  fubfcribed  by  it  Mf,  and 
not  fworn.  There  was  no  fmall  pains  taken  by  the 
Lord  Keeper  and  that  party,  to  prove  that  as  it  was 
brought  in,  the  two  firft  parts  were  only  a  decla- 
ration and  not  an  oath  :  And  tho'  it  was  replied, 
that  to  declare  upon  one's  oath,  or  to  abhor  upon 
one's  oath,  is  the  fame  thing  with,  1  do  [wear ^  yet 
there  was  fome  difficulty  to  obtain  the  dividing  of 
them,  and  that  the  declaratory  part  fhould  be  only 
fubfcribed,  and  the  reft  fworn  to. 

The  Perfons  being  determined,  and  thisdivifion 
agreed  to,  the  next  thing  was  the  parts  of  the  decla- 
ration, wherein  the  firft  was,  I  A.  B,  do  declare, 
that  it  is  not  lawful,  tipon  any  pretence  whatfoever^  to 
take  up  arms  againfl  the  King,  This  was  liable  to  ' 
great  objedlions  ;  for  it  was  faid,  it  might  introduce 
a  great  change  of  the  government,  to  oblige  all  the 
men  in  great  truft  in  England  to  declare,  that  exadt 
boundary  and  extent  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
enforce  fome  things  to  be  ftated  that  are  ^much 
better  involved  in  generals,  and  peradventure  are 
not  capable  of  another  way  of  expreffion,  without 
great  wrong  on  the  one  fide  or  the  other.     There  is 

a  law 
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a  law  of  25  Edw,  III.  that  arms  fhall  not  be  taken 
tip  againft  the  King,  and  that  it  is  treafon  to  do  fo  ; 
and  it  is  a  very  juft  and  reafonable  law :  But  it  is  an 
idle  queftion  at  beft,  to  afk  whether  arms  in  any 
cafe  can  be  taken  up  againft  a  lawful  Prince,  becaufe 
it  necelTarily  brings  in  the  debate  in  every  man's 
mind,  how  there  can  be  a  diftinclion  then  left  be- 
tween abfolute  and  bounded  monarchies,  if  Monarchs 
have  only  the  fear  of  God,  and  no  fear  of  human 
refiftance  to  reftrain  them.  And  it  was  farther 
urged,  that  if  the  chance  of  human  affairs,  in  future 
ages,  fhould  give  the  French  King  a  juft  title  and 
inveftiture  in  the  crown  of  England^  and  he  fhould 
avowedly  own  a  defign  by  force  to  change  the  reli- 
gion, and  make  his  government  here  as  abfolute  as 
in  France^  by  the  extirpation  of  the  nobility,  gentry, 
and  principal  citizens  of  the  proteftant  party  •,  whe- 
ther in  fuch,  or  like  cafes,  this  declaration  be  a 
iervice  to  the  government,  as  it  is  now  eftabliftied  : 
Nay,  and  it  was  farther  laid,  that  they  overthrow 
the  government  that  propofe  to  place  any  part  of  it 
above  the  fear  of  man :  For  in  our  Englijh  govern- 
ment  and  all  bounded  monarchies,  where  the  Prince 
is  not  abfolute,  there  every  individual  fubjedl  is 
under  the  fear  of  the  King  and  his  people,  either  for 
breaking  the  peace,  or  di Curbing  the  common  in- 
tereft  that  every  man  hath  in  it  •,  or  if  he  invades  the 
perfon  or  right  of  his  Prince,  he  invades  his  whole 
people,  who  have  bound  up  in  him,  and  derive  from 
him,  all  their  liberty,  property,  andfafety;  asalfo 
the  Prince  himfelf  is  under  the  fear  of  breaking  that 
golden  chain  and  connexture  between  him  and  his 
people,  by  making  his  intereft  contrary  to  that  they 
juftly  and  righdy  claim  :  And  therefore  neither  our 
anceftors  nor  any  other  country,  free  like  ours, 
whilft  they  preferved  their  liberties,  did  ever  fuffer 
any  mercenary  or  flanding  guards  to  their  Prince^  but 
took  care  that  his  fafety  fhould  be  in  them,  as 
tlieirs  was  in  him.     Tho'  thefe  were  the  objedtions 

to 
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to  this  head,  yet  they  were  but  lightly  touched,  and 
not  fully  infifted  upon,  until  the  debate  of  the  fecond 
head,  where  the   fcope  of  the  defign  was  opened 
clearer,  and  more  diftindt  to  every  man's  capacity. 
The  fecond  was,  and  that  1  do  abhor  that  traiterous 
po/tlion,  of  taking  arms  by  his  authority  againft  his 
ferfon.     To  this  was  objedled,  that  if  this  be  meant 
an  explanation   of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  to  leave 
men  without  pretence  to  oppofe  where  the  individual 
perfon  of  the  King  is,  then  it  was  to  be  confidered, 
that  the  pofition,  as  it  is  here  fetdowR,  is  univerfal; 
and  yet  in  moft  cafes,  the  pofition  is  not  to  be  ab- 
horred by  honcft  or  wife  men  :  For  there  is  but  one 
cafe,  and  that  never  like  to  happen  again,  wherein 
this  Pofition  is  in  danger  to  be  traiterous,  which  was 
the  cafe  of  the  long  Parliament,  made  perpetual  by 
the  King's  own  acSt,  by  which   the  government  was 
perfeftly  altered,  and  made  inconfiftent  with  it  felf ; 
but   it  is  to  be  fuppofed  the  crown  hath  fufficient 
warning,  and  full  power  to  prevent  the  falling  again 
into  that  danger.     But  the  other  cafes  are  many, 
and  fuch  as  may  every  day  occur,   wherein  this  po- 
fition is  fo  far  from  traiterous,  that  it  would  prove 
both  neceffary  and  our  duty.     The  famous  inltance 
o^  Hen,  YL  who  being  a   foft  and  weak   Prince, 
when  taken  prifoner  by  his  coufin  Edward  IV.   that 
pretended  to  the  crown,  and  the  great  Earl  o^  ffar- 
wick,  was  carried  in  their  armies,  gave  what  orders 
and  commiflions  they  pleafed,  and  yet  all  thofe  that 
were  loyal  to   him,    adhered  to  his  wife  and  fon, 
fought  in  a  picht  battle  againft  him  in  perfon,  and 
retook  him  :  This  was  diredlly  taking  up  arms  by 
his  authority  againft  his   perfon,  and  againft  thofe 
that  were   commiflioned  by  him  ;   and  yet  to  this 
day  no  man  hath  ever  blamed  them,   or  thought  but 
that  if  they  had  done  otherwife,  they  had  betrayed 
their  Prince.     The  great  cafe  o^ Charles  thefixthof 
France,  who  being  of  a  weak  and  crazy  brain,   yet 
governed  by  himlelf,  or  rather  by  his  wife,  a  wo- 
man 
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man  of  paffionate  and  heady  humour,  that  hated  her 
jbn  the  Dauphin,  a  vigorous  and  brave  Prince,  and 
pafTionately  loved  her  daughter  ;  fo  that  flie  eafily 
(being  prelTed  by  the  vi6tory  o^  Henry  the  fifth  of 
England)  complied  to  fettle  the  crown  q^ France  up- 
on him,  to  marry  her  daughter  to  him,  and  own  his 
right,  contrary  to  the  falique  law.  This  was  dired^ 
]y  oppofed  with  arms  and  force  by  the  Dauphin, 
and  all  good  Frenchmen^^vtn  in  his  father's  life- time. 
A  third  inftance  is  that  of  King  James^  of  bleiTed 
memory,  who  when  he  was  a  child,  was  feized  and 
taken  prifoner  by  thofe,  who  werejuftly  thought 
no  friends  to  his  crown  or  fafety  ;  and  if  the  cafe 
fhould  be  put,  that  a  future  King  o^  England  of  the 
iame  temper  with  Hen.  VI.  or  Cha.  VI.  of  France, 
fnould  be  taken  prifoner  by  Spaniard,  Dutch,  or 
French,  whofe  over-growing  power  fhould  give 
them  thoughts  of  vaft  empire,  and  fliould,  with  the 
perfon  and  commifTion  ot  the  King  mvixde  England 
for  a  conqueft,  were  it  not  fuitable  to  our  loyalty  to 
join  with  the  fon  of  that  King,  for  the  defence  of  his 
fiUher's  crown  and  dignity,  even  againft  his  perfon 
and  commifTion  ?  In  all  thefe  and  the  like  cafes,  it 
was  not  juftified,  but  that  the  ftri6t  letter  of  the  law 
might  be  other  wife  conftrued,  and  when  wifely  con- 
fidered,  fit  it  fhould  be  fo  ;  yet  that  it  was  not  fafe 
either  for  the  kingdom  or  perfon  of  the  King  and 
his  crown,  that  it  fhould  be  in  exprefs  words 
fworn  againft;  for  if  we  fhall forfwear  all  diftinc- 
tions  which  ill  men  have  made  ill  ufe  of,  either  in 
rebellion  or  herefy,  we  muft  extend  the  oath  to  all 
particulars  of  divinity  and  politicks.  To  this  the 
aged  Bifnop  of  IVincheJler  replkd,  that  to  take  up 
arms  in  fuch  cafes,  is  not  againft,  hut  for  the  perfon  of 
the  King  :  But  his  lordfhip  was  told,  that  he  might 
then  a£  well,  nay  much  better,  have  left  it  upon  the 
old  oath  of  allegiance,  than  made  fuch  a  wide  gap 
in  his  new  declaration. 

The 
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The  third  and  lafl:  part  of  the  declaration  was,  or 
againft  thofe  that  are  comviijfioned  by  him.  Here  the 
inalk  was  plainly  plucked  off,  and  arbitrary  go- 
vernment appeared  bare-faced,  and  a  Handing  army 
to  be  eftablifhed  by  ad  of  Parliamient ;  for  it  was 
fiiid  by  feveral  of  the  Lords,  that  if  whatever  is  by 
the  King's  cojnmijjion,  be  not  oppofed  by  the  King's  au- 
thority^  then  a  Jlanding  arrny  is  law  whenever  the 
King  pleafes. 

For  inftance,  if  in  fuit  with  a  great  favourite,  a 
man  recovers  houfe  and  lands,  and  by  courfe  of 
Jaw  be  put  into  poffefTion  by  the  Sheriff,  and  after- 
wards a  warrant  is  obtained  by  the  intereft  of  tbic 
perfon,  to  command  fome  foldiers  of  the  (landing 
army  to  take  the  poffeffion,  and  deliver  it  back  ;  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  man  in  poffeffion  may  juftify  the  de- 
fending himfelf,  and  killing  thofe  who  fhall  violent- 
ly endeavour  to  enter  the  houfe,  yet  the  party 
whofe  houfe  is  invaded  takes  up  arms  by  the  King's 
authority  againft  thofe  who  are  commiffioned  by 
him.  And  it  is  the  fame  cafe,  if  the  foldiers  had 
been  commiffioned  to  defend  the  houfe  againft  the 
Sheriff,  when  he  firft  endeavoured  to  take  the  pof- 
feffion according  to  law,  neither  could  any  order  or 
commiffion  of  the  King  put  a  ftop  to  the  Sheriff,  if 
he  had  done^his  duty  in  railing  the  whole  force  of 
that  county  to  put  the  law  in  execution  ;  neither 
can  the  court,  from  whom  that  order  proceeds  f  if  they 
obferve  their  oath  and  duty)  put  any  ftop  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  in  fuch  a  cafe,  by.  any  command 
or  commiffion  from  the  King  whatfoever  ;  nay,  all 
the  guards  and  ftanding  forces  in  Ej7gland  cannot  be 
fecured  by  any  commiffion  from  being  a  direct  riot, 
and  unlawful  affembly,  unlefs  in  time  of  open  war 
and  rebellion.  And  it  is  not  out  of  the  way  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  if  any  King  hereafter  fhall,  contrary  to  the 
petition  of  rights  demand  and  levy  money  by  privy- 
feal,  orotherwife,  and  caufe  foldiers  to  enter  and 
diftrain  for  fuch  like  illegaj  taxes,  that  in  fuch  a 
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cafe  any  man  may  by  law  defend  his  houfe  againft 
them  •,  and  yet  this  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
former,  and  againft  the  words  of  the  declaration. 
Thefe  inftances  may  feem  fomewhat  rough,  and  not 
with  the  ufual  reverence  tov/ards  the  crown  -,  but 
they  alledged,  they  were  to  be  excufed,  when  all 
was  concerned:  And  without  fpeaking  thus  plain,  it 
is  refufed  to  be  underftood  -,  and,  however  happy 
we  are  now,  either  in  the  prefent  Prince,  or  thofe 
we  have  in  profpedl,  yet  the  fuppofitions  are  not 
extravagant,  when  we  confider  Kings  are  but  men, 
and  compafied  with  more  temptations  than  others ; 
and,  as  the  Earl  o^  Salifiury,  who  flood  like  a  rock 
of  nobility,  and  Englijh  principles,  excellently  re- 
plied to  the  Lord  Keeper,  vs^ho  was  pleafedtoterm 
them  remote  inftances,  that  they  would  not  hereafter 
prove  fo,  when  this  declaration  had  made  the  prac- 
tice of  them  juftifiable. 

Thefe  arguments  enforced  the  Lords  for  the  bill 
to  a  change  of  this  part  of  the  declaration,  fo  that 
they  agreed  the  fecond  and  third  parts  of  it  fliould 
run  thus :  And  1  do  ahhor  that  traiterous  pofition  of 
taking  Arms  h^  his  authority  agai?tft  his  per/on^  or 
againji  thofe  that  are  commijfioned  by  him  according  to 
law^  in  the  time  of  rebellion  or  war^  a5ling  in  purfu- 
ance  offuch  commiffion  \  which  mends  the  matter  very 
little:  For,  if  they  mean  the  King's  authority,  and 
his  lawful  commiflion,  to  be  two  things,  and  fuch  as 
are  capable  of  oppofition,  then  it  is  as  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  as  when  it  run  in  the 
former  words,  and  we  only  cheated  by  new  phrafing 
of  it :  But  if  they  underftood  them  to  be  one  and  the 
fame  thing,  as  really  and  truly  they  are,  then  we 
are  only  to  abhor  the  treafon  of  the  pofition  of  tak- 
ing arms  by  the  King's  authority  againft  the  King's 
authority,  becaufe  it  is  nonfenfe,  and  not  pradli- 
cable ;  and  fo  they  had  done  little  but  confefTed, 
that  all  the  clergy,  and  many  other  perfons,  have 
been  forced,  by  former  a6ts  of  this  prefent  Parlia- 
I  ment. 
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ment,  to  make  this  declaration  in  other  words,  that 
now  are  found  fo  far  from  being  juftifiable,  thatthey 
are  diredly  contrary  to  magna  chart  a,  our  proper- 
ties, and  the  eftablifhed  law  and  government  of  ths 
nation. 

The  next  thing  in  courfe  was  the  oath  it  felf, 
againft  which  the  objeftion  Jay  fo  plain,  and  fo 
ftrong  at  the  fird  entrance,  viz.  That  there  was  no 
care  taken  of  the  doclrine^  hut  only  the  difcipline  of  the 
church.  The  papilts  need  not  fcruple  the  taking 
this  oath  •,  for  epilcopacy  remains  in  its  greatelt 
Juftre,  though  the  popifh  religion  was  introduced  ; 
but  the  King's  fupremacy  is  juftled  afide  by  this 
oath,  and  makes  better  room  for  an  ecclefiaftical 
one,  in  fo  much  that,  with  this  and  much  more,  they 
were  enforced  to  change  their  oath,  and  next  day 
bring  it  in  as  followeth  ;  I  do  [wear  that  1  will  not 
endeavour  to  alter  the'protefiant  religion^  or  the  govern- 
ment either  of  church  or  flate.  By  this  they  thought 
they  had  falved  all,  and  now  began  to  call  their 
oath,  A  fecurity  for  the  protefiant  religion^  and  the  only 
good  defign  to  prevent  popery^  if  we  fhould  have  a 
popifh  Prince.  But  the  country  Lords  wondered 
at  their  confidence  in  this,fince  they  had  never  thought 
of  it  before,  and  had  been  but  the  laft  preceding 
day  of  the  debate  by  pure  (hame  compelled  to  this 
addition  ;  for  it  was  not  unknown  to  them,  that 
fomeofthe  Bifhops  themfelves  had  told  fome  of 
the  Roman  catholick  Lords  of  the  houfe,  that  care 
had  been  taken  it  might  he  fuch  an  oath,  as  jnight 
not  bear  upon  them :  But  let  it  be  whatever  they  would 
have  it,  yet  the  country  Lords  thought  the  addition 
was  unreafonable,  and  of  as  dangerous  confequence 
as  the  reft  of  the  oath  \  and  it  was  not  to  be  won- 
dred  at,  if  the  addition  of  the  beft  things,  wanting 
the  authority  of  an  exprefs  divine  inftitution,  fhould 
make  an  oath  not  to  endeavour  to  alter,  juft  fo  much 
worfe  by  the  addition.  For  as  the  Earl  of  Shaftfbury 
very  well  urged,  that  it   is  a  far  different  thing  to  - 
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believe,  or  to  be  fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  the 
dodrine  of  our  church,  and  to  iwea^rnever  to  endea- 
vour to  alter  *,  which  laft  muft  be  utterly  unlawful, 
unlefs  you  place  an  infallibility  either  in  the  church 
or  your  felf -,  you  being  otherwife  obliged  to  alter, 
whenever  a  clearer  or  better  light  comes  to  you  •, 
and   he  defired  leave  to  afk,  where  are  the  boun- 
daries, or  where  fhall  we  find  how  much  is  meant 
by  the  proteftant  religion  ?   The  Lord  Keeper  think- 
ing he  had  now  got  an  advantage,  with  his  ufual 
eloquence,  defires  it  might  not  be  told  in  Gath^  nor 
publifhed  in  the  ftreet  oi  AJkelon^  that  a  Lord  of  fo 
great  parts  and  eminence,  and  profefiing  him  felf  for 
the  church  of  England^  fhould  not   know  what  is 
meant  by  the  proteftant  religion.     This  wasfecond- 
ed  with  grat  pleafantnefs  by  divers  of  the  Lords  the 
Bifhops  •,  but  the  Bifhop  o^Winchefter^  and  fome 
others  of  them,  were  pleafed   to  condefcend  to  in- 
Itrud:  that  Lord,  that  the  proteftant  religion  was 
comprehended  in  thirty  nine  articles,  the  liturgy, 
the  catechifm,  the  homilies,  and  the  canons.     To 
this  the  Earl  of  Shaft/bury  replied,  that  he  begged 
fo  much  charity  of  them  as  to  believe,  that  he  knew 
the  proteftant  religion  fo  well,  and  was  fo  confirm- 
ed in  it,  that  he  hoped  he  fhould  burn  for  the  witnefs 
of  it,  if  Providence  fhould  call  him  to  it ;  but  per- 
haps he  might  think  fome  things  not  neceflary,  that 
they  counted  effential  ;  nay,  he  might  think  fome 
things   not  true,  or  agreeable  to  the  fcripture,  that 
they  might  call  dodlrines  of  the  church :  Befides, 
when  he  was  to  fwear  never  to  endeavour  to  alter,  it 
.  was  certainly  neceffary  to  know  how  far  the  juft  ex- 
tent of  this  oath  was  •,  but  fince  they  had  told  him 
that  the  proteftant  religion  was  in  thofe   five  trails, 
he  had  ftill  to  afk,  whether  they  meant  thofe  whole 
tra6ls  were  the  proteftant  religion,  or  only  that  the 
proteftant  religion  was  contained  in  them  ?    If  they 
meant  the  former  of  thefe,  then  he  was  extremely 
in  the  dark,  to  find  the  doctrine  of  predeftination, 

in 


A.  1675.         DEBATES. 
in  the  i8th  and  17th  articles,  to  be  owned  by  fo  few 
great  doi^ors  of  the  church,  and  to  find  the  19th  arti- 
cle  to  define  the  church  diredlly  as  theindependents  do. 
Befides,  the  20th  article  ftating  the  authority  of  the 
church  is  very  dark,  and  either  contradicts  it  feif, 
or  fiys  nothing,  or  what  is  contrary  to  the  known  Jaws 
of  the  land.  Befides,  feveral  other  things  in  the  xxxix 
articles  have  been  preached  and  writ  againft,  by  men 
of  great  favour,  power  and  preferment  in  the  church. 
He  humbly  conceived  the  liturgy  was  not  fo  fa- 
cred,  being   made   by   men  the    other   day,    and 
thought    to   be    more  differing  from   the  dijje?iti?ig 
proteftants^  and  lefs  eafy  to  be  complied  with,  upon 
the  advantage  of  a  pretence  well  known  unto  us  all, 
of  making  fuch  alterations  as  might  the  better  unite 
us ;  inftead  whereof,  there  is  fcarce  one  alteration  but 
widens  the  breach  :  And  no  ordination  allow'd  by  it 
here,  (as  it  now  (lands  laft  reformed  in  the  ad:  of 
uniformity)  but  what  is  epifcopal  ;  in  fo  much  that 
a  popifh  prieft  is  capable,  when  converted,  of  any 
church  preferment  without  re-ordination  j  but  no 
proteftant  minifter  not  epifcopally  ordained,  but  is 
required  to  be  re-ordained  ;  as   much  as  in  us  lies, 
unchurching  all  the  foreign  proteftants  that  have  not 
Bifhops  ;  though  the  contrary  was  both  allowed  and 
pradlifed  from  the  beginning  of  the  reform.ation,  till 
the  time  of  that  adt,  and  feveral  Bifhops  made  of 
fuch  as  were  never  ordained    Priefts  by  Bifhops. 
Moreover   the  uncharitablenefs  of  it  was  fo  much 
againft    the  intereft  of  the  crown  and    church  of 
England^  (cafling  off  the  dependency  of  the  whole 
proteftant  party   abroad)    that  it  would  have  been 
bought  by  the  Pope  and  French    King,  at  a  vaft 
fum  of  money ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  fo  great 
an  advantage  fell  to  them   merely  by  chance,  and 
without  their  help.  So  that  he  thought,  to  endeavour 
to  alter,  and  reftore  the   liturgy  to  what   it  was  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  days,  might  coTifift  with  his  being 
a  very  good  proteftant. 
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As  to  xht  Catechifm^  he  really  thought  it  migh, 
be  mended,  and  durft  declare  to  them,  it  was  not 
■  well  that  there  was  not  a  better  made. 

For  the  Homilies ^  he  thought  there  might  be  a 
better  book  made  ;  and  the  third  homily^  o'^  repairing 
and  keeping  clean  of  churches^  might  be  omitted. 

What  is  yet^ranger  than  all  this,  the  canons  of 
our  church  are  diredtly  the  oldpopijb  canons y\vh\ch  are 
Itill  in  force,  and  no  other  i  which  will  appear,  if  you 
turn  to  the  Stat.  25.  Hen.YlU.  cap,  19.  confirmed 
and  revived  by  i  Eliz.  where  all  thofe  canons  areefta- 
blifhed,  untill  an  alteration  fhould  be  made  by  the 
King  in  purfuance  of  that  adl :  Which  thing  was  at- 
tempted by  Edward  the  fixth,  but  not  perfeded,  and 
let  alone  ever  fince  \  for  what  realbns  the  Lords  Bi- 
fhops  could  befttell.  And  it  was  very  hard  to  be  oblig- 
ed by  oath  not  to  endeavour  to  alter  either  the  Englijh 
common- prayer-book,  or  the  canon  of  the  mafs. 

But  if  they  meant  the  latter,  that  the  proteftantre- 
ligion  is  contained  in  all  thofe ^  hut  that  every  part  of 
thofe  is  not  theproteftant  religion^  then  he  apprehended 
it  might  be  in  the  Bifhops  power  to  declare,  ex  poft 
facto ^  what  is  the  proteftant  religion  or  not,  or  elfe 
they  muft:  leave  it  to  every  man  to  judge  for  him- 
felf,  what  part  of  thofe  books  are  or  are  not,  and 
then  their  oath  had  been  much  better  let  alone. 

Much  of  this  nature  was  faid  by  that  Lord  and 
others  •,  and  the  great  Officers  and  Bifhops  were  fo 
hard  put  to  it,  that  they  feemed  convinced,  and 
willing  to  admit  of  ^;2  expedient. 

The  X^axdWharton.,  an  old  and  expert  Parliament- 
man  of  eminent  piety  and  abilities,  befide  a  great 
friend  to  the  proteftant  religion,  andintereft  oi Eng- 
land.,  offered  as  a  cure  to  the  whole  oath,  and  what 
might  make  it  pafs  in  all  the  three  parts  of  it,  with- 
out any  farther  debate,  the  addition  of  thefe  words 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  oath,  viz.  As  the  fame  is  or 
fhall  he  eftahlijhed  hyafl  of  Parliament.  But  this  was 
not  endured  at  all  *,  when  the  Lord  Grey  of  Rolfton^ 
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a  worthy  and  true  EngliJJj  Lord,  offered  another  ex- 
pcdienr,  which  was  the  addition  of  thele  words, 
hy  force  or  fraud^io  the  beginning  of  the  oath  ;  and 
then  it  wou^d  run  thus,  I  do  /wear  not  to  endeavour 
hy  force  or  fraud  to  alter  \  this  was  alfo  a  cure  that 
would  have  pafTed  the  whole  oath,  and  feemed  as 
if  it  would  have  carried  the  whole  houfe,  the 
Duke  of  Tork  and  Bifhop  of  Rocbefler,  both  fe- 
conding  it  •,  but  the  Lord  Treafurer,  who  had  pri- 
vately before  confented  to  it,  fpeaking  againlt  it, 
gave  the  word  and  fign  to  that  party,  and  it  being 
put  to  the  queftion,  the  major  vote  anfwered  ail  ar- 
guments, and  the  Lord  Grefs  propofition  was  laid 
afide. 

Having  thus  carried  the  queftion,  lying  upon 
their  ftrength  of  votes,  taking  advantage  that  thofe 
expedients,  that  had  been  offered,  extended  to  the 
whole  oath,  though  but  oneof  three  claufes  in  the 
oath  had  been  debated,  the  other  two  not  mention- 
ed at  all ;  they  attempted  ftrongly,  at  nine  of  the 
clock  at  night,  to  have  the  whole  oath  put  to  the 
queftion  •,  and  tho'  it  was  refolutely  oppofed  by  the 
Lord  Mohun^  a  Lord  of  great  courage  and  refolu- 
tion  in  the  publick  intereft,  and  one  whofe  own  per- 
fonal  merits,  as  well  as  his  father's,  gave  him  a  juft 
title  to  the  beft  favours  of  the  court ;  yet  they  were 
not  diverted  but  by  as  great  a  diforder  as  ever  was 
feen  in  that  houfe,  proceeding  from  the  rage,  thofe 
unreafonable  proceedings  had  caufed  in  the  country- 
Lords  •,  they  ftanding  up  in  a  lump  together,  and 
crying  out  with  fo  loud  a  continued  voice,  adjourn^ 
that  when  filence  was  obtained,  fear  did,  whatreafon 
could  not  do,  caufe  the  queftion  to  be  put  only  up- 
on the  firft  claufe  concerning  the  proteftant  religion, 
to  which  the  Biftiops  defired  might  be  added,  as  it 
is  now  eliablijhed\  and  one  of  the  eminenteft  of  thofe 
that  were  for  the  bill,  added  the  words  hy  law  \  fo 
that  as  it  was  pafTed,  it  ran. 
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I  A.  B.  do  five ar^  that  I  will  not  endeavour  to  alter 
the  proteftant  religion,  now  by  law  eftahlifioed  in 
the  church  of  England. 

And  here  obferve,  the  words  bylaw  do  dire6lly 
take  in  thel  canons^  though  the  Bifhops  had  never 
mentioned  them.  And  now  comes  the  confedera- 
tion of  the  latter  part  of  the  oath,  which  compre^ 
hendsthefe  two  chufQS^viz.Nor  the  government  either 
in  church  or  fxate.  Wherein  the  church  came  firft  to 
be  confidered.  And  it  was  objeded  by  the  Lords 
againft  the  bill,  that  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  King's 
crown  and  dignity^  to  have  his  fubje^s  fworn  to  the 
government  of  the  church  equally  as  to  himfelf:  That 
for  the  Y^w^^^di  England  to  fwear  to  maintain  the 
Church,  was  a  different  thing  from  enjoining  all  his 
officers,  and  both  his  houfes  of  Parliament  to  fwear 
to  them.  It  would  be  well  underftood,  before  the 
bill  pafTed,  what  the  government  of  the  church  (we 
are  to  fwear  to)  is,  and  what  the  boundaries  of  it  •, 
whether  it  derives  no  power  nor  authority,  nor 
the  exercife  of  any  power,  authority,  or  fundlion, 
but  from  the  King^  as  head  of  the  churchy  and 
from  God^  as  through  him,  as  all  his  other  offi- 
cers do. 

For  no  church  or  religion  can  juflify  it  felf  to  the 
government,  but  the  ftate  religion,  that  owns  an  en- 
tire dependency  on,  and  is  but  a  branch  of  it ;  or 
the  independent  congregations,  whilft  they  claim-  no 
other  power,  but  the  exclufion  of  their  own  mem- 
bers from  their  particular  communion  •,  and  endea- 
vour not  to  fet  up  a  kingdom  of  Chrift  to  their  own 
life  in  this  world,  whilft  our  Saviour  hath  told  us, 
that  his  kingdom  is  not  of  it  •,  for  otherwife  there 
would  bQ  imperium  in  imperio^  and  twodiftind  fu- 
preme  powers  inconfiftent  with  each  other,  in  the 
fame  place,  and  over  the  fame  perfons.  The  Bi- 
Ibops  alledged,  that  prieji-hood,  and  the  power 
thereof,    and  the  authorities  belonging  thereunto, 

were 
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were  derived  immediately  from  Chrifl: ;  but  thut 
tht  licence  of  exercifing  that  authority  and  power  in 
any  country  is  derived  from  the  civil  ?nagijlrate. 
To  which  was  replied,    '  That  it  was  a  dangerous 

*  thing  to   fecure,  by  oath  and  a6l  of  Parliament, 

*  thofe  in  theexercife  of  an  authority  and  power  in 

*  the  King's  country,  and  over  his  fubjedls,  v/hich, 

*  being  received  from  Chrift  himfelf,  cannot  be  al- 
«  tered  or  limited  by  the  King's  laws :    And  that  this 

*  was  directly  to  fet  the  Mitre  above  the  Crown* 
And  it  was  farther  offered,  that  this  oath  was  the 

greateft  attempt  that  had  been  made  againft  the  King^s 
fupremacy^  fince  the  reformation  •,  for  the  King  in 
Parliament  may  alter,  diminifh,  enlarge  or  take 
away  any  Biflioprick:  He  may  take  any  part  of  a 
diocefs,  or  a  whole  diocefs,  and  put  them  under 
Deans,  or  other  perfons-,  for  if  this  be  not  lawful, 
but  that  Epifcopacy  fhould  be  Jure  Bivino^  the 
maintaining  the  governm.ent  as  it  is  now  isunlav/ful  *, 
fince  the  Deans  of  Hereford  and  Salisbury  have  very 
large  tradts  under  their  jurifdidon,  and  feveral  Par- 
fons  of  parishes  have  epifcopal  jurifdiclion  ;  fo  that 
at  bed,  that  government  wants  alteration  that  is  fo 
imperfedly  fettled.  The  Bifhop  of /Fz/z^r^^cT  af- 
firmed in  this  debate  feveral  times,  that  there  was  no 
chriftian  church  before  Calvin  that  had  not  Bifhops  ; 
to  which  he  was  anfwered,  that  the  Albigenfes,  a 
very  numerous  people,  and  the  only  vifible  known 
church  of  true  believers,  of  fo  me  ages,  had  no  Bi- 
fhops. It  is  very  true  what  the  Bifhop  of  JVinchefter 
replied,  that  they  had  fome  amongft  them,  who 
alone  had  power  to  ordain,  but  that  was  only  to 
commit  that  power  to  the  wifeft,  and  gravcft  men 
amongft  them,  and  to  fecure  ill  and  unfit  men  from 
being  admitted  into  the  miniftry  ;  but  they  exercifed 
no  jurifdidtion  over  the  others.  And  it  was  faid  by 
divers  of  the  Lords,  that  they  thought  epifcopah 
government  beft  for  the  church,  and  moft  fuitable 
to  the  monarchy  \  but  they  mull  fay,  with  the  Lord 
H  4  of 
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of  Southampton^  (upon  the  occafion  of  this  oath  in 
the  Parliament  oWxford)  1  will  not  he  /worn  not  to 
take  away  Epifcopacy  ;    there  being  nothing   that  is 
not  of  divine  precept,   but  fuch  circumftances   may 
come  in  human  affairs  as  may  render  it  not  eligible 
by  the  beftofmen.     And  it  was  alfo  faid,  that  if 
Epifcopacy  he  to  he  i^ecelved  as  hy  divine  precept^  the 
King's  fupre??iacy  is  overthrown  y  and  fo  is  alfo  the 
opinion  of  the  Parliaments  both  in  Edward  thefixth, 
and  Queen  Elizaheth's  time,  and  the  conftitutionof 
our  church  ought  to  be  altered,  as  hath  been  fhewed. 
But  the  church  of  Rome  it  felf  hath  contradided  that 
opinion,  when  (he  hath  made  fuch  vaft  trails  of 
ground,  and   great  numbers  of  men  exempt  from 
Epifcopal  jurifdidion,     The  Lord  JVharton^  upon 
the   bifhops  claim  to  a  divine  right,  afked  a  very 
hard  queftion,  viz.  Whether  they  then  did  not  claim ^ 
withal^  a  power  of  excommunicattng  their  Prince  ? 
which  they  evading  to  anfwer,    and  being  preffed 
by  fome  otlier  Lords,  faid,  they  never  had  done  it. 
Upon  which  the  Lord  Hallifax  told  them,    '  that 
*-  that  might  well  be  •,  forfince  the  Reformation,  they 
"^  had  hitherto  had  too  great  a  dependence  on  the 

*  crown  to  venture  on  that  or  any  other  offence 

*  to  it. 

And  fo  the  debate  paffed  on  to  the  third  claufe, 
which  had  the  fame  exceptions  againft  it  v/ith  the 
two  former,  of  being  unbounded,  how  far  any  man 
might  meddle  and  how  far  not,  and  is  of  that  ex- 
tent, that  it  overthrew  all  Parliainent^  and  left  them 
capable  of  nothing  but  giving  money.  For  what 
is  the  bufinefs  of  Parliaments  but  the  alteration,  ei- 
ther by  adding,  or  taking  av/ay,  of  fome  part  of 
the  Government,  either  in  church  or  flate  ?  And 
every  new  adl  of  Parliament  is  an  alteration  •,  and 
what  kind  of  government  in  church  and  ftate  mufl 
that  be,  which  I  mufl  fwear  upon  no  alteration  of 
time,  emergency  of  affairs,  nor  variation  of  human 
things,    ever  to   endeavour    to   alter?  Would  it 

not; 
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not  be   requifite  that  fuch  a  Government  fhould  be 
given  by   God  himfelf,  and  that  with    all  the  cere- 
mony of  thundering  and  lightening,  and  vifible  ap- 
pearance to  the  whole  people,  which  God  vouch- 
lafed  to  the  children  of  Ifrael  at  Mount  Sinai  ?  And 
yet  you  (hall  no  where  read  that  they  were  fworn  to 
it  by  an  Oath  like  this ;    nay,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Princes  and  the  rulers,  even  thofe  recorded  for  the 
beft  of  them,    did  make  feveral  variations.     The 
Lord   Stafford,  d.  nobleman  of  great  honour  and 
candour,  but  who  had  been  all  along  for  the  bill, 
yet  was   fo  far  convinced  with   the  debate,    that  he 
freely  declared,  there  ought  to  bean  addition  to  the 
oath,  for  preferving  the  freedom  of  debates  in  Par- 
liament.      This  was   ftrongly  urged   by   the  ne- 
ver to  be  forgotten  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  who  gave 
reputation  and  ftrength  to  this  catije  of  England,    as 
did   alfo  thofe  worthy  Earls,  Denbigh,  Clarendony 
and  jiilshury,    men  of  great   worth  and   honour. 
To  falve  all  that  was  faid  by  thefe  and  the  other 
Lords,    the  Lord  Keeper  and  the  Bifhops  urged, 
that  there  was  a  provifo,  which  fully  preserved  the 
privileges  of  Parliament ;  and  upon  farther  enqui- 
ry, there  appearing  none  fuch,  but  only  a  previous 
vote  as  it  is   before  mentioned,    they  allowed  that 
that  previous  vote  fhould  be  drawn  into  a  provifo, 
and  added  to  the  bill,  and  then,  in  their  opinion,  the 
exception  to  the  Oath  for  this  caufe  was    perfedlly 
removed.     But  on  the  other  fide  it  was  offered,  that 
a  pofitive  abfolute  Oath  being  taken,  a  provifo  in 
the  ad  could  not  difpenfe  with  it,  without  fome  re- 
ference in  the  body  of  the  Oath  unto  that  provifo ; 
but  this  alfo  was  utterly  denied  until  the  next  day, 
the  debate  going  on  upon  other  matters,  the  Lord 
Treafurer,  whofe  authority  eafily  obtained  with  the 
major  vote,  re  afTumed  what  was  mentioned  in  the 
debates  of  the  preceding  days,  and  allowed  a  refe- 
rence to  the  provifo,  fo  that  it  then  palTed  in  thefe 
words, 

I  A, 
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IA.  B.  do  fwear^  that  I  will  not  endeavour  to  alter 
the  proteftant  religion^  now  by  law  eftahlifhed  in 
the  church  of  England,  nor  the  Government  of  the 
kingdom  in  church  orftate  as  it  is  now  by  law  eftabli/h- 
od\  and  1  do  take  this  oath  according  to  the  meaning  of 
this  act,  and  theprovifo  contained  in  the  fame.  So  help 
Vie  God, 

There  was  a  paflTage  of  the  very  greateft  Obfer- 

vation  in  the  whole  debate,  and  which  with  moft 

clearnefs   fhew^ed  v/hat  the  great  men  and  Bifhops 

aimed  at,  and  fiiould  in  order  have  come  in  before, 

but  that   it  deferved  fo   particular  a  confideration, 

that  I  thought  belt  to  place  it  here  by  itfelf ;    which 

was,  that  upon  paiTing  of  the  provifo  for  preferving 

the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliaments,  made  out 

of  the  previous  Votes, 

obkrvanon      I^  was  excclIently  obferved  by  the  Earl  of  BuU 

oihord'Buhlifigj^yQy^  a  man  of  great  ability  and  learning  in  the 

iw^ini,,    ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^^^^^  ^^j  perfeaiy  ftedfaft  in  all  good 

Englijh  principles,  that  though  that  provifo  did  pre- 
ferve  the  freedom  of  debates  and  votes  in  Parliament ^ 
yettheOath  remained  notwithftanding  that  provifo^  upon 
all  men  that  fhall  take  it,  as  a  prohibition,  either  by 
fpeech,  or  writing,  or  addrefs,  to  endeavour  any 
alteration  in  religion,  church,  or  ftate  •,  nay,  alfo 
upon  the  members  of  both  houfes  otherwife  than  as 
they  fpeak  and  vote  in  open  Parliament  or  commit- 
tees :  For  this  Oath  takes  away  all  private  converfe 
upon  any  fuch  affairs  even  one  with  another.  This 
was  feconded  by  the  l^oxdDela  Mere^  whofe  name 
is  well  known,  as  is  alfo  his  worth,  piety,  and  learn- 
ing ;  I  ihould  mention  his  merits  too,  but  1  know 
not  whether  that  be  lawful,  they  lying  yet  unre- 
warded. The  Lord  Shaftjhury  prefently  drew  up 
fome  words  for  preferving  the  fame  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  freedoms,  which  men  now  enjoy  by  the 
Jaws  eftablifhed  s  that  fo  by  a  fide  wind  we  may  not 

be 
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be  deprived  of  the  great  liberty  we  enjoy  as  Englijh^ 
vien^  and  defired  rhofe  words  might  be  inferted  in 
that  provifo  before  it  pafs'd.  This  was  feconded  by 
many  of  the  forementioned  Lords,  and  prefs'd  upon 
thofe  terms,  that  they  defired  not  to  countenance,  or 
make  in  the  lead  degree  any  thing  lawful,  that  was 
not  already  fo,  but  that  they  may  not  be  deprived, 
by  this  dark  way  of  proceeding,  of  that  liberty 
which  was  necelTary  to  them  as  men,  and  without 
which  Parliaments  would  be  rendered  ufelefs.  Upon 
this  all  the  great  officers  fhew'd  themfelves,  nay, 
the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  himfelf,  though  under  the 
load  of  two  addreiTes,  opened  his  mouth,  and  toge- 
ther with  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  the  Lord  Treafurer, 
told  the  commitee  in  plain  terms,  that  they  intend- 
ed, and  defigned  to  prevent  caballing,  and  confpi- 
racies  againft  the  Government  ;  that  they  knew  no 
reafon  why  any  of  the  King's  officers  fhould  confulc 
with  Parliament  men  about  Parliament  bufinefs,  and 
particularly  mentioned  thofe  of  the  army,  treafury, 
and  navy  ;  and  when  it  was  objeded  to  them,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  moll  knowing  gentry  Vv^ere 
either  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  of  the  militia,  and 
that  this  took  away  all  converfe,  or  difcourfe  of  any 
alteration,  which  was  in  truth  of  any  bufinefs  im 
Parliament,  and  that  the  officers  of  the  navy  and 
treafury  might  be  beft  able  to  advife  what  (hould  be 
fit  in  many  cafes;  and  withal  none  of  their  Lord- 
fhipsdid  offer  anything  to  falve  the  inconvenience  of 
Parliament  men  being  deprived  of  difcourfing  one 
with  another,  upon  the  matters  that  were  before 
them.  Befides  it  muft  be  again  remembred,  that 
nothing  was  herein  defired  to  be  countenanced,  or 
made  lawful,  but  to  preferve  that,  that  is  already 
Law,  and  avowedly  juftified  by  if,  for  without  this 
addition  to  the  provifo,  the  Oath  rendered  Parlia- 
ments but  a  fnare,  not  a  fecurity  to  the  people. 

Yet    to  all  this  was  anfwered  fometimes   with 

pafllon  and  high  words,  fometimes  with  jefts  and 

I  raillery. 
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raillery,  (the  bsft  they  had)  and  at  lead  the  major 
vote  anfwered  all  objsdiGns,  and  laid  afide  the  ad- 
dition tendered. 

There  was  another  thing  before  the  finilhing  of 
the  oath,  which  I  fhall  here  alfo  mention,  which 
was  an  additional  oath  tendered  by  the  Marquis  of 
Winchefter^  who  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
firft  and  chiefeft  place,  for  his  condud:  and  fupporc 
in  the  whole  debate,  being  an  expert  Parliament 
man,  and  one  whofe  quality,  parts,  and  fortune, 
and  owning  of  good  principles,  concur  to  give 
him  one  of  the  greateft  places,  in  the  efteem  of 
good  men.  The  additional  oath  tendered  was  as 
falloweth : 

JDo  fwear^  that  I  will  never  hy  threats^  injun^lions., 
pro7nifes^  advantages  or  invitation,  by  or  from  any 
ferjon  -uohatfoever^  nor  from  the  hopes  or  profpeFi  of 
any  gift ^  place ^  office^  or  benefit  zvhatfoever^  give  my 
vote  other  than  according  to  my  opinion  and  confidence^ 
as  I fihall  be  truly  and  really  perfuaded  upon  the  debate 
cj  any  bufiinefis  in  Parliament,     So  help  me  God. 

This  Oath  was  offered  upon  the  occafion  of  fwear- 
ing  members  of  Parliament ;  and  upon  this  fcore 
only,  that  if  any  new  Oath  was  thought  fit  (which 
that  noble  Lord  declared  his  own  judgment  perfect- 
ly againft)  this  certainly  was  (all  confiderations  and 
circumftances  taken  in)  moft  necedary  to  be  a  part  -, 
and  the  nature  of  it  was  not  fo  ftrange,  if  they  con- 
fidered  the  judges  Oath,  which  was  not  much  dif- 
ferent from  this.     To  this  the  Lord  Keeper  feemed 
very  averfe,    and  declared   in  a  very  fine  fpeech, 
that  it  was  an  ufielefs  Oath  ;  for  all  gifts,  places  and 
offices,  were  likelieft  to  come  from  the  King,  and 
no  member  of  Parliament  in  either  houfe  could  do 
too  much  for  the  King,  or  be  too  much  of  his  fide  -, 
and  that  men  might  lawfully  and  worthily  have  in 
their  profpeft  fuch  oHices  or  benefits  from  him. 
1  With 
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With  this  the  Lords  againft  the  bill  were  in  no  terms 
fatisfied,  but  plainly  fpoke  out,  That  jnen  bad  been^ 
mighty  and  were  likely  to  he^  in  either  boufe^  too  much 
for  the  King^  as  they  called  it  \  and  that  whoever  did 
endeavour  to  give  more  power  to  the  King,  than  the 
law  and  conftitution  of  the  government  had  given, 
efpecially  if  it  tended  to  the  introducing  an  abfolute 
and  arbitrary  government,  might  juftly  be  faid  to 
do  too  much  for  the  King,  and  to  be  corrupted  in 
his  judgment  by  the  profpeft  of  advantages  and  re- 
wards-, tho'  when  it  is  confidered,that  every  deviation 
of  the  crown  towards  abfolute  power  lefTens  the 
King  in  the  love  and  afFcdion  of  his  people,  mak- 
ing him  become  lefs  their  intereft,  a  wife  Prince  v^^ill 
not  think  it  a  fervice  done  him. 

And  now  remains  only  the  lad  part  of  the  bill, 
which  is  the  penalty ,  different  according  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  perfons :  all  that  are  or  fiall  he  Privy- 
Councillors^  Juftices  of  the  peace ^  orpoffeffors  of  any 
beneficial  office^  ecclefiafiical^  civil,  or  military^   are 
to  take  the  oath  when  fummoned^  upon  pain  of  ^00  I. 
and  being  made  uncapable  of  bearing  office  \  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houfes  are  not  made  uncapable^  but  liable  to 
the  penalty  of  500  1.  if  they  take  it  not.     Upon  all 
which,  the  confiderations  of  the  debate  were,  that 
thofe  officers  and  members  of  both  houfes  are,  of 
all  the  nation,  the  moft  dangerous  to  be  fworn  into 
a  miftake,  or  change  of  the  government;  and  that 
as  to  the  members  of  both  houfes,  the  penalty   of 
500/.  was  diredly  againft  the  latter  of  the  two  pre- 
vious votes  :  and  although  they  had  not  applied  the 
penalty  of  incapacity   unto  the  members   of  both 
houfes,  becaufe  of  the  firft  previous  vote  in  the  cafe 
of  the  Lords;    neither  durft  they  admit  of  a  propo- 
fition  made  by  fome  of  themfelves,  that  thofe  that 
did  not  come  up,  and  fit  as  members,  fhoidd  be  liable  to 
the  taking  the  oath,   or  penalty   until  they  did  fo  : 
Yet  their  eiuis  were  not  to  be  com paffed  without  in- 
vading the  Litter  previous  vote,  and  contrary  to  the 

rights 
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rights  and  privileges  of  Parliament,  enforcing  them, 
to  iwear,  or  pay  500/.  every  Parliament.  And  this 
they  carried  through  with  fo  ftrong  a  refolution,  that 
having  experienced  their  misfortunes  in  replies  for 
feveral  hours,  not  one  of  the  party  cOuld  be  provok- 
ed to  fpeak  one  word. 

Though,  befides  the  former  arguments,  it  was 
flrongly    urged,      that    this  oath   ought  not    to 
be  put  upon  Officers  with  a  heavier  penalty  than 
the  ^Teft  v/as  in  the  ad  of  the  immediate  preceding 
feiiion   againft  the  papifts  •,      by  which   any  man 
might  fit  down  with  the  lofs  of  his  office,  with- 
out being  in  danger  of  the  penalty  of  500/.     And 
alfo  that  this  ad:  had  a  diredt  retrofped,  (which  ought 
never  to  be  in  penal  laws)  for  this  ad  punifhes  men 
for   having    an    office  without  taking    this  oath, 
which  office,  before  this  law  pafs,  they  may  now 
lawfully  enjoy  without  it.    Yet  notwithftanding,  it 
provides  not  a  power,  in  many  cafes,  for  them  to 
part  with  it,  before  this  oath  overtakes  them.     For 
the  claufe,  whoever  is  in  office  the  ift  of  September, 
will  not  relieve  a  Juftice  of  the  peace,  who  being  once 
fworn  has  it  not  in  his   own  power  to  be  left  out  of 
commiffion.     And  fo  might  be  inftanced  in  feveral 
other  cafes.     As  alfo  the  members  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  have  it  not  in  their  own  power  to  be  un- 
chofen  •,  and  as  to  the  Lords,  they  were  fubjeded 
by  it  to  the  meaneft  condition  of  mankind,  if  they 
could  not  enjoy  their   birthright,    without  playing 
tricks  fuitableto  the  humour  of  every  age,  and  being 
enforced  to  fwear  to  every  fancy  of  the   prefent 
times.     Three  years  ago  it  was  all  liberty  and  indul- 
gence^ and  now  it  is  ftricl  and  rigid  conformity  ; 
and  what  it  may  be  in  fome   Ihort  tim.e  hereafter, 
v/ithout  the  fpirit  of  prophefying,  might  be  ffirewd- 
ly  guefled  by  a  confidering  man. 

This  beinganfwered  with  filence,theDukeof^//c^- 
ingham,  fwhofe  quality,  admirable  wit,  and  unufual 
pains  that  he  took  all  along  in  the  debate  again  this  bill, 

makes 
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makes  me  mention  him  in  this  place,  as  general  of  the 
party,  and  coming  J  aft  out  of  the  field,)  made  a 
fpeech  late  at  night  of  eloquent  and  well  placed  non- 
fenfe,  (hewing  how  excellently  well  he  could  do  both 
ways,  and  hoping  that  might  do,  when  fenfe  (which 
he  often  before  ufed  with  the  higheft  advantage  of 
wit  and  reafonj  would  not ;  but  the  Earl  of  Whar- 
ton readily  apprehending  the  dialed,  in  a  fhort  reply 
put  an  end  to  the  debate  ;  and  the  major  vote,  uU 
iima  ratio  fenatuiim^  ^  conciliorujn^  carried  the 
queflion  as  the  court  and  Bifhops  would  have  it. 

This  was  thelaft  adlof  this  Tragi-Comedy^  which 
had  taken  up  fixtteen  orfeventeen  whole  days  debate, 
the  houfe  fitting  many  times  till  eight  or  nine  of  the 
clock  at  night,  and  fometimes  till  midnight  -,  but 
the  bufinefs  of  privilege  between  the  two  houfes 
gave  fuch  an  interruption,  that  this  bill  was  never 
reported  from  the  commitee  to  the  houfe.  I  have 
mentioned  to  you  divers  Lords,  that  were  fpeakers, 
arit  fell  in  the  debate,  but  I  have  not  diftributed  the  - 
arguments  of  the  debate  to  every  particular  Lord. 
Now  you  know  the  fpeakers,  your  curiofity  may  be 
fatisfied,  and  the  Lords  I  am  fure  will  not  quarrel 
about  the  divifion.  I  muft  not  forget  to  mention 
thofe  great  Lords,  Bedford^  Bevonjhire  2iV\d  Burling^ 
ton,  for  the  countenance  and  fupport  they  gave  to 
the  Englijh  intereft.  The  Earl  of  Bedford  was  fo 
brave  in  it,  that  he  joined  in  three  of  the  protefts  ; 
fo  alfo  did  the  Earl  of  Borfet^  and  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  a  young  nobleman  of  great  hopes ;  the 
Lord  Eure,  the  Lord  Vifcount  Say  and  Seal,  and 
the  Lord  Pagitt,  in  two ;  The  Lord  Audely,  and 
the  Lord  Fitz-water  in  the  third ;  and  the  Lord 
Peter,  a  nobleman  of  great  eftate,  and  always  true 
to  the  maintenance  of  liberty  and  property,  in  the 
firft  :  and  I  fhould  not  have  omitted  the  Earl  of 
Dorfet,  Lord  Audley,  and  Lord  Peter  amongft  the 
fpeakers:  For  1  will  afiure  you  they  did  their  parts 
excellently  well.  The  Vifcount  Hereford  ^^7^%  a  fteady 

cnan 
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iTjan  among  the  country  Lords  -,  fo  alfo  was  the 
Lord  'Town/end^  a  man  juftly  of  great  eileem  and 
power  in  his  country  -,  and  amongft  all  thofe  that 
well  know  him  the  Earl  of  C^r;/^r'z;(3;^ ought  not  to 
be  mentioned  in  the  lad  place ;  for  he  came  out  of 
the  country  on  purpofe  to  oppofe  the  bill ;  fluck 
very  faft  to  the  country  party,  and  fpoke  many  ex- 
cellent things  againft  it.  1  dare  not  mention  the 
Roman  Catholick  Lords  and  fome  others,  for  fear  I 
hurt  them  ;  but  thus  much  I  fhall  fay  of  the  Roman 
catholic  Peers,  that  if  they  were  fafe  in  their  eftates, 
and  yet  kept  out  of  office,  their  votes  in  that  houfe 
would  not  be  moft  unfafe  to  England  of  any  fort  of 
men  in  it.  As  for  the  abfent  Lords,  the  Earl  of 
Rutland^  Lord  Sandys^  Lord  Herbert  o(  Cherbury^ 
Lord  Norths  and  Lord  Crew,  ought  to  be  mention- 
ed with  honour;  having  taken  care  their  votes 
ihould  maintain  their  own  intereft  and  opinion. 

Thus,  fir,  you  fee  the  ftandard  of  the  new  party  is 
not  yet  fet  up,  but  muft  be  the  work  of  another 
feffion,  tho*  it  be  admirable  to  me,  how  the  King 
can  be  induced,  to  venture  his  affairs  uponfuch  weak 
counfels,  and  of  fo  fatal  confequences  *,  for  I  believe 
it  is  the  firft  time  in  the  world,  that  ever  it  was 
thought  advifeable  after  fifteen  years  of  the  highefl 
peace,  quiet,  and  obedience,  that  ever  was  in  any 
country,  that  there  fhould  be  a  pretence  taken  up, 
and  a  reviving  of  former  mifcarriages,  efpecially 
after  fo  many  promifes  and  declarations,  as  well  as 
adts  of  oblivion,  and  fo  much  merit  of  the  offend- 
ing party,  in  being  the  inftruments  of  the  King's 
happy  return,  befides  the  putting  fo  vaft  a  number 
of  the  King's  fubjedts  in  utter  defpair  of  having 
their  crimes  ever  forgotten  ;  and  it  muft  be  a  great 
miftake  in  councils,  or  worfe,  that  there  fhould  be 
fo  much  pains  taken  by  the  Court,  to  debafe  and 
bring  low  the  houfe  of  Peers,  if  a  military  govern- 
7nent  be  not  intended  by  fome.  For  the  power  of 
peerage  and  a  Jlandirg  army  are  like  two  buckets, 
the  proportion  that  one  goes  down,  the  other  exadly 

goes 
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goes  up.     And  I  refer  you  to  the  confideration  of  all 
the  hittories  of  our  own,  or  any  of  our  neighbour 
northern  monarchies  •,  whether  Handing  forces,  mili- 
tary and  arbitrary  government,  came  not  plainly'in  by 
the  fame  fteps  whereby  the  nobility  were  lefTenedl  and 
whether,  whenever  they  were  in  power  and  greatnefs, 
they  permitted  the   lead  fhadow  of  any  of  them  : 
Our  own  country  is  a  clear  inftanceof  it  •,  for  though 
the  white  rofe  and  the  red  changed  fortune  often,  to 
the  ruin,  flaughter,and  beheading  of  the  great  men  of 
the  other  fide,  yet  nothing  could  enforce  them  to  fe- 
cure  themfelves  by  a  (landing  force.     Bat  1  cannot 
believe  that  the  King  himfelf  will  ever  defign  any 
fuch  thing  ;  for  he  is  not  of  a  temper  robuft  and 
laborious  enough  to  deal  with  fuch  a  fort  of  men, 
or  reap  the  advantages,    if  there  be  any,    of  fuch  a 
government  :  And  I  think,  he  can  hardly  have  for- 
got the  treatment  his  father  received  from  the  officers 
of  his  army,  both  at  Oxford  and  Newark  ;  'twas  an 
hard,  but  almoft  an  even  choice,  to  be  the  Parlia- 
ment's prifoner,  or  their  flave  ;    but  I  am  fure  the 
greateft  profperity  of  his  arms  could  have  brought 
him  to  no  happier  condition,  than  our  King  his  Ton 
hath  before  him  whenever  he  pleafes.     However 
this  may  be  faid  for  the  honour  of  this  fefTion,  that 
there  is  no  Prince  in  Chriftendom  hath,  at  a  greater 
expence  of  money,    maintained,   for  two  months 
fpace,  a  nobler,  or  more  ufeful  difpute  of  the  poli- 
tics,   myftery  and  fecrets  of  government,  both  in 
church   and  ftate,   than  this  hath  been  ;  of  which 
noble  defign  no  part  is  owing  to  any  of  the  country 
Lords,    for  feveral    of   them  begged   at  the  firft 
entrance  into  the  debates,  that  they  might  not  be 
engaged  in  fuch  difputes,  as  would  unavoidably  pro- 
duce divers  things  to  be  faid,  which  they  were  will- 
ing to  let  alone.     But  I  muft  bear  them  witnefs,  and 
fo  will  you,  having  read  this,    that  they  did  their 
parts  in  it,    when  it  came  to  it,  and  fpoke  plain, 
like  old  EngUJJj  Lords, 
Vol.  I.  I  I  ihall 
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I  fhall  conclude  with  what,  upon  the  whole 
matter,  is  moft  worthy  our  confideration,  that  the 
defign  is  to  declare  us^  firfi  into  another  government 
more  ahfolute  and  arbitrary  than  the  oath  of  allegiance 
or  old  law  knew^  and  then  make  us  fwear  unto  ity 
as  it  is  fo  ellablifhed  :  And  lefs  than  this  the  Bifhops 
could  not  offer  in  requital  to  the  crown  for  parting 
with  its  fupremacy,  and  fufFering  them  to  be  fworn 
equal  with  it  felf.  Archbifhop  Laud  was  the  firft 
founder  of  this  device.  In  his  canons  of  1640,  you 
fhall  find  an  oath  very  like  this,  and  a  declaratory 
canon  preceding,  'That  monarchy  is  of  divine  right ; 
which  was  alfo  affirmed  in  this  debate  by  our  reve- 
rend prelates ;  and  it  is  owned  in  print  by  no  lefs 
men  than  Bifhop  Ufher  and  Bifhop  Sander/on  ;  and  I 
am  afraid  it  is  the  avowed  opinion  of  much  the 
greater  part  of  our  dignified  Clergy.  If  fo,  lam 
fure  they  are  the  mofl  dangerous  fort  of  men  alive,  to 
onvEngliJh  government ;  and  it  is  the  firfl  thing  ought 
to  be  looked  into,  and  ftridly  examined  by  our 
Parliaments  ;  it  is  the  leaven  that  corrupts  the  whole 
lump.  For  if  that  be  true,  I  am  fure  monarchy  is 
not  to  be  bounded  by  human  laws  ;  and  the  eighth 
chapter  of  i  Samuel  will  prove  ( as  many  of  our 
divines  will  have  it)  the  great  charter  of  the  royal 
prerogative  -,  and  our  Magna  Charta,  that  fays 
Our  Kings  may  not  take  our  fields^  our  vineyards,  our 
corn^  and  our  fheep,  is  not  in  force,  but  void  and 
null  becaufe  againft  divine  inflitution.  And  you  have 
the  riddle  ouc,  why  fome  of  the  clergy  are  fo  ready 
to  take  therafelves,  and  impofe  upon  others,  fuch 
kind  of  oaths  as  thefe  :  they  have  placed  themfelves 
and  their  poffeiTions  upon  a  better  and  furer  bottom 
(as  they  think)  than  Magna  Charta,  and  fo  have  no 
more  need  of  or  concern  for  it.  Nay,  what  is 
worfe,  they  have  trucked  away  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  in  this  and  all  other  countries 
wherever  they  have  had  opportunity  •,  that  they 
might  be  owned  by  the  prince  to  btjure  divinoy 

and 
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and  maintained  in  that  pretenfion,  by  that  abfolute 
power  and  force  they  have  contributed  fo  much  to 
put  into  his  hands  ;  and  that'prieft  and  prince  may, 
like  Caftor  and  Pollux^  be  worfhipped  together  as 
divine,  in  the  fime  temple,  by  us  poor  lay  fubjeds  *, 
and  that  fenfe  and  reafon,  law,  properties,  rights, 
and  liberties  fhall  be  underftood  as  the  oracles  ofthofe 
deities  (hall  interpret  or  give  fignification  to  them, 
and  never  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  world  to  oppofe  the 
abfolute  and  free  will  of  either  of  them. 

Sir^  I  have  no  more  to  fay^  hut  beg  your  pardon  for 
this  tedious  trouUe^  and  that  you  will  he  very  careful  to 
whom  you  communicate  any  of  this. 

Proceedings  in  the  hoiife  ^Commons,  on  an 
Appeal  being  brought  in  the  houfe  i?/' Lords, 
by  Dr.  Shirley,  again/i  Sir  John  Fagg, 
and  others  their  Members -^  May,  1675. 
27  Car.  II. 

MartiSy  4.  Maijy  1675. 

SI  R  John  Faggy  Bart,  this  day  informing  the 
houfe,  that  he  was  fummon'd  to  appear  to  a 
Petition  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  a  Committe  was 
thereupon  appointed  to  fearch  for  precedents  to  that 
purpofe. 

Mercurijy  5  Maij, 

Refolvedy  That  a  meffage  be  fent  to  the  Lords  to 
acquaint  them  that  this  houfe  hath  received  informa- 
tion, that  there  is  a  petition  of  appeal  depending 
before  them,  at  the  fuit  of  nomas  Shirley^  Efqj 
againft  Sir  John  Fagg^  a  member  of  this  houfe  \  to 
which  petition  he  is,  by  order  of  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  direded  to  anfwer  on  Friday  next :  And  to 
defire  the  Lords  to  have  a  regard  to  the  privileges  of 

I  2^  this 
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this  houfe  •,  and  that  Sir  Trevor  TFilliams  do  go  up 
with  the  meflagetothe  Lords. 

Sir  Trevor  Williams  reports,  that  he  had  attended 
the  Lords  with  the  meffage  of  this  houfe,  concern- 
ing Sir  John  Fagg  •,  and  that  the  Lords  will  return 
an  anfwer  by  mefiengers  of  their  own. 

Veneris^  7  Maij, 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  by  Sir  TVilUam  Bever- 
Jham  and  Sir  Samuel  Clarke, 
Mr.  Speaker^ 

TH  E  Lords  have  confidered  of  the  meffage 
received  from  the  houfe  of  Commons,  con- 
cerning privilege  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  John  Fagg^  and 
do  return  this  anfwer.  That  the  houfe  of  Commons 
need  not  doubt,  but  that  the  Lords  will  have  a  regard 
to  the  privilege  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  as  they 
have  of  their  own. 

Sahhati^  8  Maij. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  infpefl  the  Lords 
journals,  to  fee  what  entries  are  therein  made  againft 
Sir  John  Fagg^  a  member  of  this  houfe,  and  to  re- 
port the  lame. 

Mercurij,   12  Maij. 

Dr.  Thomas  Shirley  ordered  to  be  fent  for  in  cu- 
flody,  to  anfwer  his  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
houfe,  in  profecuting  a  fuit  by  petition  of  appeal  in 
the  Lords  houfe,  againft  Sir  John  Fagg^  a  member 
of  this  houfe,  during  the  fefTion  and  privilege  of 
Parliament. 

And  a  Committee  is  alfo  to  infpe6l  the  Lords 

journals,  to  fee  what  hath  been  done  in  like  cafes  ; 

and  the  faid  Sir  John  Fagg  is  ordered  not  to  proceed, 

I  or 
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or  make  any  anfwer  to  the  faid  appeal,  without  the 
licen  cof  this  houfe. 

Veneris^   14  Maij, 

Sir  Thomas  Lee  reports  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  infped  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
and  the  entries  therein,  in  the  cafe  between  Dr. 
"Thomas  Shirley  and  Sir  John  Fagg^  a  member  of  this 
houfe,  that  the  Committee  had  perufed  the  journals 
of  the  Lords  houfe,  and  found  the  entries  to  be  as 
follow. 

Aprils  the  30/^. 

Thomas  Shirley^  Efq;  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
Lords. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Sir  John  Fagg  may  have 
a  copy  of  the  faid  petition  and  put  in  his  anfwer 
thereunto,  in  writing,  on  Friday  the  7th  day  of 
May  next,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  if 
he  thinks  fit. 

May,  the  ^th. 

The  Commons  fend  a  mefTage  by  Sir  Trevor 
IVilliams  :  The  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  Parliament  alTembled, 
have  been  informed,  that  there  is  a  petition  of  ap- 
peal depending  before  their  Lordfhips,  at  the  fuit 
of  Thomas  Shirley^  Efq-,  againft  Sir  John  Fagg  a 
member  of  their  houfe  ;  to  which  petition  he  is, 
by  their  Lordfhips  order,  diredted  to  anfwer,  on 
Friday  next,  and  defire  their  Lordfhips  to  take  care 
of  their  privileges. 

Anfwer.  That  this  houfe  have  confidered  of  their 
meffage,  and  will  fend  an  anfwer  by  meffengers  of 
their  own. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  privileges  do 
meet  this  afternoon  to  confider  of  the  meffages  re- 

I  3  ceived 


il8  PaRLI  AMENTAR  V      A.  1 675. 

ceived  from  the  houfe  of  Commons  this  day,  con- 
cerning Thomas  Shirley^  Efq;  and  Sir  John  Fagg,  a 
member  of  the  houfe,  and  fearch  precedents  in  the 
cafe,  and  report  to  the  houfe  to-morrow  morning. 

May  the  6th. 

The  Earl  of  Berks  reported,  that  the  Committee 
of  privileges  having  met  and  confidered  of  what  was 
referred  to  them,  in  the  cafe  between  Thomas  Shirley ^ 
Efq;  and  Sir  John  Faggy  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  and  the  meffage  from  the  houfe  of 
Commons  thereupon  5  have  ordered  him  to  report, 
that  the  Committee  have  found  that  the  houfe  did  re- 
fer the  bufmefs  of  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Sling/by^  upon 
the  like  mefTage  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  to  the 
Committee  of  privileges  ;  who  did  report  to  the 
houfe,  that  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Lords  in 
judicature,  to  receive  and  determine  in  time  of  Par- 
liament, appeals  from  inferior  courts,  though  a 
member  of  either  houfe  be  concerned,  that  there  may 
be  no  failure  of  juflice  in  the  land  ;  and  the  houfe 
did  agree  with  the  Committee  therein  :  And  there- 
upon the  Committee  do  humbly  offer  to  their  Lord- 
fhips,  upon  this  occafion,  to  take  the  fame  courfe, 
and  to  infift  upon  their  jull  rights  in  this  particular, 
which  their  Lord  (hips  will  be  pleafed  to  fignify  to 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  fuch  manner  as  they 
fhall  think  fit. 

The  houfe  agreed  with  the  Committee  in  this  de- 
claration, and  ordered  the  fame  to  be  entered  into  the 
journal-book  of  this  houfe  as  their  declaration,  viz. 

'  That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Lords  in 

*  judicature,  to  receive  and  determine,  in  time  of 
«  Parliament,    appeals  from  inferior  courts,  tho*  a 

*  member  of  either  houfe  be  concerned,  that  there 

*  may  be  no  failure  of  juftice  in  the  land/ 

Then  it  was  moved  that  the  former  anfwer  fent 
to  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Slingjhy  and  Mr.  Haky  might  be  given  now  to  the 

houfe 
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houfe  of  Commons,  in  this  cafe  of  Sir  John  Fagg  ; 
and  that  the  declaration  and  report  agreed  to  this 
day,  might  be  added  to  it. 

The  declaration  aforefaid  was  read  and  the  que- 
ftion  being  put,  whether  this  fhall  be  as  a  part  of 
the  anfwer  to  be  given  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  ? 
It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

The  anfwer  returned  formerly  to  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Slingjhy^  and  Mr. 
Hale^  was  in  thefe  words ;  ^hat  the  houfe  of  Com7nons 
need  not  doubt  but  that  their  Lordfhips  will  have  a  re- 
gard to  the  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^  as  they 
have  of  their  own. 

The  queftion  being  put,  whether  this  anfwer  (hall 
be  now  returned  to  the  meffage  from  the  houfe  of 
Commons  ?  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

May  the  7th,  it  was  fent  accordingly. 

Mai]  7. 

Whereas  this  day  was  appointed  for  Sir  John  Fagg 
to  put  in  an  anfwer  to  the  petition  and  appeal  of 
Thomas  Shirley^  Efq*,  depending  in  this  houfe,  if  he 
thought  fit  ;  the  faid  Sir  John  Fagg  appearing  per- 
fonally  this  day  at  the  bar,  and  defiring  longer  time 
to  put  in  an  anfwer  thereunto  •, 

It  is  thereupon  ordered  that  the  faid  Sir  John  Fagg 
hath  hereby  farther  time  given  him  for  putting  in  his 
anfwer,  till  JVednefday  next,  being  the  12th  day  of 
this  inftant  May^  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Maij  12. 

Sir  John  Fagg  put  in  his  anfwer  to  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Shirley.  A  debate  arifing  thereupon,  touching 
the  privilege  of  their  houfe, 

Refolved,  &c.  That  the  appeal  brought  by  Dr. 

Shirley  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  againft  Sir  John  Faggy 

a  member  of  this  houfe,  and  the  proceedings  there- 

1  4  upon. 
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upon,  is  a  breach  of  the  undoubted  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  this  houfe. 

The  houfe  being  informed,  that  the  warrant  of 
^  this  houfe  for  taking  of  the  faid  Dr.  Shirley  into 
cuftody,  was  forcibly  taken  away  and  detained 
from  the  ferjeant  at  arms  his  deputy,  attending  this 
houfe,  by  the  Lord  Mohun :  And  the  ferjeant's  de- 
puty being  called  in  and  examined  as  to  the  matter 
of  ta£l,  gave  this  teftimony  •, 

That  he  found  Dr.  Shirley  in  the  inner  lobby  of 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  that  he  came  to  him  and 
dcOred  to  fpeak  with  him,  and  acquainted  bim,  that 
he  had  a  warrant  from  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  ap- 
prehend him,  and  defire  to  know  whether  he  could 
fliew  him  any  reafon  to  excufe  him,  that  he  might 
not  ferve  the  warrant  on  him  :  And  that  he  likewife 
told  him,  that  he  would  not  execute  the  warrant  on 
him  in  that  place,  but  defired  of  him  that  he  would 
go  along  with  him  freely  :  And  that  in  cafe  he 
would  not,  he  would  take  his  opportunity  in  another 
place. 

And  that  the  faid  Lord  Mohun  commgin^  in  the 
mean  time,  required  him  to  fliew  his  warrant  -, 
which  he  producing,  the  Lord  Mohun  laid  hands  on 
it,  and  held  it  fofaft,  that  it  was  in  danger  of  being 
torn  ;  and  that,  therefore  he  was  forced  to  part  with 
it,  and  defiring  to  have  it  again,  the  Lord  Mohun 
refufed  it,  but  carried  the  warrant  into  the  houfe  of 
Lords.  That  Dr.  Shirley  afterwards  refufed  to  go 
along  with  him,  faying,  that  he  was  not  then  his 
prifoner  •,  and  that  feveral  perfons  interpofing,  the 
dodtor  efcaped  from  him.  And  a  debate  arifing 
thereupon, 

Refolved^  That  a  meflage  be  fent  to  the  Lords  to 
complain  of  Lord  Mohun^  for  forcibly  taking  away 
and  detaining  the  warrant  of  this  houfe,  from  the 
deputy  ferjeant  at  arms,  for  taking  of  Dr.  Shirley 
into  cuftody  -,  and  to  demand  thejulticeofthe  Lords 
houfe  againft  the  faid  Lord  Mohun, 

And 
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And  that  the  Lord  Antram  do  go  up  to  the  Lords 
widi  the  meflage. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  ifTue  forth  a  new- 
warrant  to  the  ferjcant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe, 
for  apprehending  Dr.  Thomas  Shirley^  to  anfwer  his 
breach  of  privilege,  for  profecuting  a  fuit  by  petition 
of  appeal  in  the  Lords  houfe  againflSir  John  Fagg, 
a  member  of  this  houfe,  during  the  feiTion  and  pri- 
vilege of  Parliament. 

Sahbati,  15  Maij,   1675. 

The  Lord  Antra^n  reports  from  the  Lords,  that 
he  had,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  this  houfe, 
attended  the  Lords,  and  delivered  the  meflage  con- 
cerning the  Lord  Mohun^s  taking  away,  and  detain- 
ing the  warrant  for  apprehending  Dr.  Shirley^  and 
that  the  Lords  had  returned  this  anfwer  j 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
^T'HE  Lords  have  confidered  of  your  meffage^  and 
**"    of  the  complaint  therein ;    and  they  return  you. 
this  anfwer^    that  they  find  the  Lord  Mohun  hath 
done  nothing  hut  what  is  according  to  his  Duty, 

The  houfe  then  refumed  the  debate  of  the  matter 
concerning  the  privileges  of  this  houfe  j  and  the 
matter  being  debated, 

Refolved,  &c.  That  the  appeal  brought  by  Dr. 
Shirley  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  againft  Sir  John  Fagg,  a 
member  of  this  houfe,  and  the  proceedings  thereupon, 
is  a  breach  of  the  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons  •,  and  therefore  the  Commons 
defire,  that  there  be  no  farther  proceedings  in  that 
caufe  before  their  Lordfhips. 

Ordered^  That  a  conference  be  defired  with  the 
Lords  concerning  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  in 
the  cafe  of  Sir  John  Fagg  •,  and  that  Sir  Thomas 
Lee  do  go  up  to  the  Lords  to  defire  a  conference. 

A 
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A  mejfage  from  the  Lords  by  Sir  Mondeford  Bram- 
fton,    and  Sir  William  Glafcock. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 
\iT E  are  commanded  to  let  this  houfe  know  that 
^  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  alTembled 
in  Parliament,  have  received  a  warrant,  figned  Ed- 
ward Seymour^  which  they  have  appointed  us  to  (hew 
you ;  and  defire  to  know,  whether  it  be  a  warrant 
ordered  by  this  houfe.  The  matter  of  the  meffage 
being  debated,  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  word 
unparliamentary  be  part  of  the  anfwer  to  the  Lords 
meffage,  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Refohed,  That  the  meffengers  be  called  in,  and 
that  this  anfwer  be  returned,   that  this  houfe  will 
^       (onfider  of  the  meffage. 

The  meffengers  being  called  in,  Mr.  Speaker  does 
acquaint  them,  that  the  houfe  will  confider  of  the 
meffage. 

Refohed,  That  the  meffage  laft  received  from  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  is  an  unparliamentary  meffage. 

Refohed,  That  a  conference  be  defired  to  be  had 
with  the  Lords,  upon  the  fubjcdt  matter  of  the  laft 
meffage  received  from  the  houfe  of  Lords. 

Rejolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Garrawdy^ 
&c.  to  draw  up  reafons  to  be  offered  at  the  faid 
conference. 

Then  the  houfe  being  informed  that  there  is  a  caufe 
upon  an  appeal  brought  up  by  Sir  Nicholas  Stoughton^ 
againft  Mr.  Onfow^  a  member  of  this  houfe,  ap- 
pointed to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Lords  houfe  ; 

Refohed,  That  a  meffage  be  fent  to  the  Lords  to 
acquaint  them,  that  this  houfe  has  received  informa- 
tion, that  there  is  a  caufe  upon  an  appeal  brought  by 
Sir  Nicholas  Stoughton  againft  Mr.  Onflow  a  member 
of  this  houfe,  appointed  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe,  on  Monday  next ;  and  to  defire  their 
Lordlhips  to  have  regard  to  the  privileges  of  this 
I  houfe. 
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houfe,  and  that  Sir  Richard  'Temple  do  go  up  with 
the  mefTage  to  the  Lords. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Onflow  do  not  appear  any 
farther  in  the  profecution  of  the  appeal  brought 
againfl  him  by  Sir  Nicholas  Stoughton^  in  the  houfe  of 
Lords. 

Ordered^  That  Sir  Nicholas  St  ought  on  be  fent  for  in 
cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe, 
to  anfwer  his  breach  of  privilege  in  profecuting  a 
fuit  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  againft  Arthur  Onflow^ 
Efq ;  a  member  of  this  houfe,  during  the  feflion 
and  privilege  of  Parliament. 

Refolved^  That  whofoever  fhall  appear  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  to  profecute  any  fuit  againft 
any  member  of  this  houfe,  fhall  be  deemed  a  breaker 
and  infringer  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
houfe. 

Luna^  17  Mai]^  '^^IS* 

Sir  Richard  "Temple  reports,  that  the  perfon  ap- 
pointed had  attended  the  Lords,  and  delivered  the 
vote  of  this  houfe,  concerning  the  appeal  brought 
by  Dr.  Shirley  againft  Sir  John  Fagg. 

Sir  Thomas  Lee  reports  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  reafons  for  the  conference  to  be 
had  with  the  Lords,  reafons  agreed  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;  which  are  as  follow,  viz. 

For  that  the  mefTage  is  by  way  of  interrogatory 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  a 
cafe  concerning  the  privilege  of  a  member  of  that 
houfe,  of  which  they  are  proper  judges. 

For  that  the  matter  of  the  mefTage  carries  in  it  an 
undue  refledion  upon  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons. 

For  that  the  matter  of  the  mefTage  doth  highly 
refledl  upon  the  whole  houfe  of  Commons,  in  their 
Lordfhips  queftioning  that  houfe  concerning  their 
own  orders  3    which  they  have  the  more  reafon  to 

apprehend, 
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apprehend,  becaufe  the  day  before  this  mefiage  was 
brought  to  them,  the  warrant  was  owned  by  the 
complaint  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  their  Lord- 
fhips,  that  the  fame  was  taken  and  detained  from  a 
fervant  of  theirs,  by  a  Peer ;  which  imports,  that 
the  queftion  in  that  meffage  could  not  be  for  infor- 
mation only,  and  fo  tends  to  interrupt  that  mutual 
good  correfpondency,  which  ought  to  be  preferved 
inviolably  between  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament. 

Martisy  iS  Maij,   1675. 

Sir  Richard  temple  reports  from  the  Lords,  that 
he  had  attended  their  Lordfhips,  according  to  the 
command  of  this  houfe,  with  the  meffage  in  the 
cafe  of  Mr.  Onftow^  to  which  the  Lords  returned 
an  anfwer,  which  being  in  writing,  was  delivered 
at  the  clerk's  table,  and  read  ;  and  is  as  followeth. 

The  Lords  do  declare,  ^at  it  is  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  Lords  in  judicature^  to  receive  and  deter- 
mine in  time  of  Parliament^  appeals  from  inferior  courts^ 
though  a  member  of  either  houfe  he  concerned^  that 
there  may  be  no  failure  of  Juftice  in  the  land :  And 
from  this  rights  and  the  eicercife  thereof^  their  Lord- 
fhips will  not  depart. 

The  matter  of  the  Lords  anfwer  being  debated, 

Refulved^  '  That  it  is  the  undoubted  privilege  of 
*•  this  houfe,  that  none  of  their  members  be  fum- 
'  moned  to  attend  the  houfe  of  Lords,  during  the 
*  fitting  or  privilege  of  Parliament.' 

Refolvedy  That  a  conference  be  defired  with  the 
Lords,  upon  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  contained 
in  the  Lords  anfwer  to  the  Jaft  meffage  of  this  houfe, 
in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onfiow. 

Ordered^  That  Sir  Henry  Ford  do  go  up  to  the 
Lords,  to  defire  a  conference  upon  the  fubjedl  mat- 
ter of  their  meffage,  conceriiing  the  warrant  for  ap- 
prehending Dr.  Shirley. 

Jo  vis 
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Jovis^  loMaijy   1675. 

Sir  "Thomas  Lee  reports,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  reaibns  to  be  offered  at  the  con- 
ference to  be  had  with  the  Lords  upon  the  privileges 
of  this  houfe,  contained  in  the  Lords  anfwer  to  the 
lad  mefiage  of  this  houfe,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow ; 
which  reafons  were  twice  read,  and  with  fome  alte- 
rations at  the  clerk's  table,  (upon  the  queftion  feve- 
rally  put)  agreed  to  \  which  are  as  follow,  viz, 

\.  That  by  the  laws  and  ufage  of  Parliament, 
privilege  of  Parliament  belongs  to  every  member  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  all  cafes  except  treafon, 
felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace  ;  which  hath  often 
been  declared  in  Parliament,  without  any  exception 
of  appeals  before  the  Lords. 

II.  That  the  reafon  of  that  privilege  is,  that  the 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  may  freely  at- 
tend the  publick  affairs  of  that  houfe,  without  di- 
fturbance  or  interruption,  which  doth  extend  as  well 
to  appeals  before  the  houfe  of  Peers,  as  to  proceed- 
ings in  other  courts. 

III.  That  by  the  conftant  courfe  and  ufage  of 
Parliament,  no  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons 
can  attend  the  houfe  of  Lords,  without  the  efpecial 
leave  of  that  houfe  firft  obtained,  much  lefs  be  fum- 
moned  or  compelled  fo  to  do. 

IV.  If  the  Lords  fhall  proceed  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine any  appeal,  where  the  party  neither  can,  nor 
ought  to  attend,  fuch  proceedings  would  be  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  Juftice. 

V.  That  the  not  determining  of  an  appeal  againft 
a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  is  not  a  failure 
of  juftice,  but  only  a  fufpenfion  of  proceedings  in  a 
particular  cafe,  during  the  continuance  of  that  Par- 
liament which  is  but  temporary. 

VI.  That 
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VI.  That  in  cafe  it  were  a  failure  of  juftice,  it  is 
not  to  be  remedied  by  the  houfe  of  Lords  alone,  but 
it  may  be  by  ad:  of  Parliament. 

[Here  Sir  Thomas  Littleton  reported  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  farther  addrefs 
of  this  houfe  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  recalling  fuch 
of  his  fjbjedts  as  are  in  the  French  King's  fervice  •, 
which  the  houfe  deferred  the  farther  confideration  of 
till  Wednefday  next.] 

Then  Sir  Trevor  Williams  reports  from  the  Lords, 
that  he  had  attended,  and  defired  a  conference  with 
the  Lords  on  the  privilege  of  this  houfe,  contained 
in  the  Lords  anfwer  to  the  meflage  of  this  houfe, 
in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow:  And  that  the  Lords 
will  return  an  anfwer  by  mefiengers  of  their  own. 

Mr.  Powle  reports,  from  the  conference  had  with 
the  Lords  upon  the  fubjedt  matter  of  the  former 
conference,  concerning  the  warrant  for  apprehending 
Dr.  Shirley^  That  the  Lords  had  returned  an  an- 
fwer to  the  reafons  of  this  houfe,  delivered  at  the 
former  conference,  and  are  as  follow : 

«  The  Lords  have  appointed  this  conference,  upon 
the  fubjed:  matter  of  the  laft  conference,  and  have 
commanded  us  to  give  thefe  anfwers  to  the  reafons 
and  other  matters  then  delivered  by  the  houfe  of 
Commons. 

«  To  the  firft  queftion,  the  Lords  conceive  that 
the  mod  natural  way  of  being  informed,  is  byway 
of  queftion;  and  feeing  a  paper  here  which  did 
refledt  upon  the  privileges  of  the  Lords  houfe, 
their  Lordfhips  would  not  proceed  upon  it,  till 
they  were  afifured  it  was  owned  by  the  houfe  of 
Commons:  But  the  Lords  had  nooccafion  at  that 
time,  nor  do  they  now  think  fit,  to  enter  into  the 
debate  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  being,  or  not 
being  proper  judges  in  the  cafe  concerning  the 
privilege  of  a  member  of  that  houfe  ;  their  Lord- 
fhips neceffary  confideration  upon  fight  of  that 

paper 
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paper  being  only,  how  far  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons ordering  (if  that  paper  were  theirs)  the  ap- 
prehenfioh  of  Dr.  Shirley,  for  profecuting  his  ap- 
peal before  the  Lords,  did  entrench  upon  their 
Lordfhips  both  privilege  and  undoubted  right  of 
judicature,  in  the  confequence  of  it,  excepting  all 
the  members  of  both  houfes  from  the  judicature  of 
this  the  higheft  court  of  the  kingdom ;  which 
would  caufe  a  failure  of  that  fupreme  juftice,  not 
adminiftrabie  in  any  other  court,  and  which  their 
Lordfhips  will  never  admit. 
«  As  to  the  fecond  reafon,  the  Lords  anfwer. 
That  they  do  not  apprehend  how  the  matter  of  this 
meflage  is  any  refledlion  upon  the  Speaker  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons. 

«  To  the  third  reafon,  The  Lords  cannot  imagine 
how  it  can  be  apprehended  in  the  leaft  to  refled: 
upon  the  houfe  of  Commons  *,  for  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  upon  a  paper  produced  to  their  Lordfhips, 
in  form  of  a  warrant  of  that  houfe,  whereof  doubt 
was  made  among  the  Lords,  whether  any  fuch 
thing  had  been  ordered  by  that  houfe,  to  enquire 
of  the  Commons  whether  fuch  warrant  was  order- 
ed there  or  no  ?  And  without  fuch  liberty  ufed  by 
the  Lords,  it  will  be  very  hard  for  their  Lord- 
fhips to  be  rightly  informed,  fo  as  to  preferve  a 
good  correfpondence  between  the  two  houfes,  which 
their  Lordfhips  (hall  endeavour  -,  or  to  know  when 
warrants,  in  the  name  of  that  houfe,  are  true  or 
pretended:  And  it  is  fo  ungrounded  an  appre- 
henfion,  that  their  Lordfhips  intended  any  reflec- 
tion in  afking  thatqueflion,  and  not  taking  notice 
in  their  melTage  of  the  complaint  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  owning  that  warrant,  that  the  Lords 
had  fent  their  mefTage  concerning  that  paper,  to 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  before  the  Lords  had  re- 
ceived the  faid  Commons  complaint. 
*  But  their  Lordfhips  have  great  caufe  to  except 
againlt  the  unjuft  and  ftrained  reflcdion  of  that 

'  houfe 
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'  houfe  upon  their  Lordfhips,  in  aflerting  that  the 
'  queftion  in  the   Lords  mefTage  could  not  be  for 

*  information,  as  we  affirm,  but  tending  to  interrupt 

*  the  mutual   correfpondence  between  the  two  hou- 

<  fes  •,    which  we  deny,    and   had  not    the   leaft 
'  thought  of. 

*  The  Lords  have  farther  commanded  us  to  fay, 

<  that  they  doubt  not  but  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
«  when  they  have  received  what  we  have  delivered 

*  at  this  conference,  will  be  fenfible  of  their  error,  in 
«   calling  our  mefTage  (Irang?,  unufual,  or  unparlia- 

<  mentary.     Though  we  cannot  but  take   notice, 
«  that  their  anfwer  to  our  meflage,  that  they  would 

*  confider  it,  was  the  firft  of  that  kind  that  we  can 

*  find  to  have  come  from  that  houfe.' 

The  queftion  being  put,  whether  the  houfe  be 
fatisfied  with  the  reafcns  delivered  by  the  Lords  at 
the  lafl  conference  ?    it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

Refolved^  That  a  free  conference  be  defired  with 
the  Lords  upon  the  matter  delivered  at  the  lafl 
conference ;  and  that  the  former  managers  do  attend, 
and  manage  the  free  conference. 

Friday ^May  21.  The  houfe  refolved,  on  Wednefday 
next  to  proceed  in  the  farther  confideration  of  that 
part  of  the  mefTage  relating  to  appeals  from  inferior 
courts.  Sir  Trevor  Williams  ordered  to  go  up  to  the 
Lords,  todefire  a  conference  upon  the  privileges  of 
this  houfe,  contained  in  their  anfwer  to  the  mefTage 
touching  Mr.  Onjlow\  cafe,  which  he  accordingly 
did  •,  and  reports,  that  the  Lords  will  return  an  an- 
fwer thereto  by  mefTengers  of  their  own. 

May  27.  A  mefTage  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
Lords,  to  remind  them  of  the  former  mefTage  ;  and 
again  to  defire  a  conference  upon  the  privileges  of 
this  houfe,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow,  And  ordered 
-the  matter  of  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Lords,  in  cafes 
of  appeal,  be  taken  into  confideration  to  morrow 
morning. 

Veneris^ 
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Veneris^  28  Maij^  i^/S- 

Sir  TJjomas  Lee  reports,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred,  to  draw  up  reafons  to  be 
offered,  at  a  conference  to  be  had  with  the  Lords, 
upon  the  fubjedt  matter  of  their  anfwer  to  the  Jaft 
mefTage  of  this  houfe,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow^ 
feveral  reafons  agreed  by  thefaid  committee:  which 
lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the 
fame  in  at  the  clerk's  table  j  where  the  fame  cing 
twice  read,  were,  upon  the queftion,  feverally  agreed 
unto,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. 

'  For  that  the  Commons  defired  a  conference  up- 

<  on  their  privileges  concerned  by  the  Lords  anfwer 

<  to  a  mefTage  fent  to  the  Lords  the  1 8/Z>  of  May^ 

<  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow  •,    their  Lordfhips  have 

*  not  agreed  any  conference  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  On- 

*  flow^  but  have  only  agreed  a  conference  concerning 

*  their  privileges  in  general,  without  reference  to 
'  the  cafe  of  the  faid  Mr.  Onflow  ;  which  was 
'  the  only  fubjedl  matter  of  the  defired  conference. 

'  The  limitation  in  the   Lords   agreement  to  a 

<  conference,  with  provifo  that  nothing  be  offered 

*  at  the  conference,  that  may  any  way  concern  their 
'  Lordfhips  judicature,  is  in  effe(5l  a  denial  of  any 
*•  conference  at  all,  upon  the  fubjedl  on  which  it  was 
«  defired:   Which  ought  not  to  be-,   the  judicature 

*  which  their  Lordfhips  claim  in  appeals  againft  a 

*  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  privi- 
«  lege  of  that  houfe,  being  in  that  cafe  fo  involved, 
'  that  there  can  be  no  conference  upon  the  latter, 

*  without  fome  way  touching  upon  the  former. 

'  That  this  manner  of  agreeing  to  a  conference 
«  with  any  limitation  or  provifo,  is  againft  the  courfe 

<  of  proceedings  betwixt  the  two  houfes  of  Parlia- 

*  ment,  in  coming  to  conference  -,  and  doth  feem  to 

*  place  a  power  in  the  managers  of  fuch  conferences, 

*  to  judge  whether  fuch  provifo's  be  broken  or  not. 
Vol.  I,  K  «  and 
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*  and  accordingly  to  proceed,  or  break  off  the  con 

*  ferenceupon  their  own  judgments.' 

Sir  Leoline  Jenkins  reports,  that  he  had  attended 
the  Lords  with  the  mellige  of  this  houfe,  for  a 
conference  upon  the  fubjed:  matter  of  the  Lords  an- 
fwer  to  the  lail  mefTage  of  this  houfe,  in  cafe  of 
Mr.  Onflow^  and  that  the  Lords  had  fent  anfwer, 
that  they  would  return  anfwer  by  meflengers  of 
their  own. 

A  mejfage  from  the  Lords  hy  Sir  Mondeford  Bramp- 
fton,  and  Sir  William  Beverfham. 

Mr,  Speaker, 

«  The  Lords  have  commanded  us  to  acquaint 

«  you,  that  they  dcfire  a  conference  prefently  in  the 

«  painted-chamber,  with  the  houfe  of  Commons, 

«  upon  their  not  coming  to  the  conference  defired 

*  by  them,  on  Thurfday  laft,  and  by  the  Lords 
«  appointed  to  be  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  painted- 
<  chamber,    on  Friday  the    28/^  of    this  inftant 

*  May.^ 

The  meflengers  being  withdrawn,  and  the  mef- 
fage  debated,  a  prefent  conference  upon  the  queftion 
was  agreed. 

And  the  meflengers  being  called  in,  Mr.  Speaker 
acquaints  them,  that  the  houfe  had  agreed  to  a  pre- 
fent conference. 

Ordered^  That  the  former  members,  that  were  ap- 
pointed to  manage  the  former  conference,  in  the 
cafe  of  Mr.  Qyijlow^  do  attend  and  manage  this 
conference, 

Sir  John  Trevor  reports,  from  the  conference, 
that  the  Lords  had  declared  the  intent  of  this  con- 
ference, to  the  effedl  following,    viz,   '  That  the 

*  Lordis  have  appointed  this  conference,  out  of  that 

<  conftant 
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«  conftanr  defire  and  refolution  they  have   to  con- 

*  tinue  a  fair  correfpondence    between    the    two 

*  houfes ;  which  is  of  the  efience  of  parliamentary 
'  proceedings.' 

For  this  end  their  Lordfhips  have  commanded  us 
to  tell  you,  that  they  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  failing  to  be,  on  Friday  lafl-,  at  a 
conference  defined  by  themfelves  and  appointed 
by  the  Lords  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  painted- 
chamber. 

That  they  conceive  it  tends  to  an  interruption  of 
all  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  to  evade  the 
right  of  the  Lords  to  appoint  time  and  place  for  a 
conference. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  die  former  com- 
mittee, who  are  appointed  to  draw  up  reafons,  00 
be  offered  at  a  conference  to  be  had  with  the  Lords 
upon  the  fubjed  matter  of  their  anfwer,  to  the  mef- 
fagc  of  this  houfe,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow^  to 
confider  of  the  matter  delivered  by  the  Lords  at  the 
laft  conference ;  and  to  prepare  and  draw  up  farther 
reafons,  to  be  offered  at  another  conference.  And 
that  the  committee  do  meet  this  afternoon  at  five  of 
the  clock  in  the  Speaker's  chamber.  And  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Maynard^  and  Mr.  Sawyer^  are  to  take  notice 
to  attend  the  fame. 

Martis^  i  Junij^  ^^75* 

Sir  Thovias  Lee  reports,  from  the  committee  ap^- 
pointed  to  infpedtthe  journals  of  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
and  to  fee  what  proceedings  have  been  entred,  in 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Dalmaboy^  and  Mr.  Onjlow^  that 
they  had  inrpe<5ted  the  Lords  Journals  as  to  the  cafe 
of  Mr.  Dalmaboyy  and  colleded  what  proceedings 
had  been  in  that  cafe ;  but  had  no  opportunity  or 
time  yet  to  do  it  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow :  Which 
proceedings  being  reported,  were  read,  and  deli- 

K  2  vered 
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vered   in  at  the  clerk's  table  •,  and  are  as  follow, 
viz.  i^  ApriU  1675. 

The  appeal  brought  by  Crifpe  and  Crifpe^  com- 
plaining agamft  a'Jdecree  mCbancery  made,  wherein 
Mr.  Dalmahoy  IS  recited  to  be  one  of  the  petitioners; 
Cranhourne  and  Bowyer  are  ordered  to  put  in  an  an- 
fwer,  and  Dalmahoy  if  he  pleafe. 

Maij  i2j  1675. 

Ordered^  That  this  houfe  will  hear  counfel  at  the 
bar,  upon  the  petition  and  appeal  of  Sir  Nicholas 
Crijpe,  and  others,  againft  the  Lady  Vifcountefs 
Cranhourne^  the  Lady  Anne  Bowyer^  and  Thomas 
Dalmahoy^  Efq;  and  their  anfwer  thereunto,  depend- 
ing in  this  houfe  on  Wednefday  the  igtb  of  this  in- 
ftant  May,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  ; 
whereof  the  petitioners  are  to  caufe  timely  notice  to 
be  given  to  the  faid  defendants,  or  their  agents  in 
the  faid  cafe,  for  that  purpofe. 

Maij  19,    1675. 

Whereas  Sir  Nicholas  Crijpe,  Bart,  having  an  ap- 
peal depending  in  this  houfe,  againft  the  Lady  Cran- 
bourne^  Lady  Bowyer^  and  "Thomas  Dalmahoy^  Efq-, 
a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  hath  prayed 
that  counfel  may  be  afligned  him  to  plead  his  caufe 
upon  the  faid  appeal,  and  hath  named  counfel  for 
that  purpofe  :  It  is  ordered  that  Sir  John  Churchill^ 
Serjeant  Peck^  Serjeant  Pemherton^  and  Mr.  Porter^ 
named  by  the  faid  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe,  be,  and  are 
hereby  appointed  to  open,  and  manage  the  faid 
caufe,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  faid  Sir  Nicholas 
Crifpe  y  on  Thurfday  the  27th  day  of  this  inftant 
May  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  at 
fuch  other  times,  as  it  fhall  be  depending'  in  this 
houfe. 

4  Upon 
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Upon  reading  the  petition  of  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe^ 
Bare,  nomas  Crifpe  and  John  Crifpe,  Efqs-,  (hewing, 
that  having  an  appeal  depending  in  this  houfeagainll 
Thomas  Dalmahoy^  Elq-,  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  and  others-,  they  are  in  danger  of  being 
arretted  by  an  order  of  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  and 
therefore  pray  the  protedlion  of  this  houfe,  that  they 
may  have  liberty  to  profecute  their  faid  appeal  with 
freedom : 

It  is  thereupon  ordered,  that  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe^ 
Barr.  John  Crifpe,  andThomas  Crifpe^  or  any  of  them, 
their  or  any  of  their  counfel,  agents  or  fbllicitors, 
or  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  fhall  employ, 
in  profecuting  faid  appeal  before  this  houfe,  be,  and 
are  hereby  privileged,  and  proteded  accordingly 
by  this  houfe,  until  the  matter  upon  the  appeal  be 
determined  by  their  Lordfliips.  And  all  perfons 
whatfoever,  are  hereby  prohibited  from  arrefting, 
imprifoning,  or  otherwifc  molefting,  the  fiid  Sir 
Nicholas  Crifpe,  John  Crifpe,  and  Thomas  Crifpe,  or 
any  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  counfel,  agents, 
or  follicitors,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  during 
the  time  prefixed,  as  they  or  fuch  of  them  will  an- 
fwer  the  contrary  to  this  houfe. 

Maij  26,  1675. 

The  caufe  between  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe,  &c. 
plaintiffs,  and  Thomas  Dalmahoy^  Efq-,  defendant, 
appointed  to  be  heard  the  27/^  was  ordered  to  be 
heard  the  28th  M^i/. 

Maij  I'j, 

Upon  reading  the  petition  of  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe^ 
complaining,  that  the  counfel  afTigned  him  by  this 
houfe,  to  plead  his  caufe  at  the  bar,  wherein 
Mr.  Dalmahoy  is  one  of  the  defendants,  do  refuft  to 
plead  for  him  in  this  cafe,  in  regard  of  a  vote  of  the 
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houfe  of  Commons ;  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe  v/2ls  called 
in,  and  teftified,  that  he  fhewed  the  order  of  this 
houfe  t-o  Sergeant  Peck,  Sergeant  Pemherton,  Sir 
John  Churchill,  and  Mr.  Porter. 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered,  that  whereas  Sir  J^'/^;/ 
Churchill,  Sergeant  Peck,  Sergeant  Pemherton,  and 
Mr.  Porter,  were  by  order  of  this  houfe,  dated  on 
the  igth  inftant  afTigned  to  be  of  counfel  for  Sir 
Nicholas  Crifpe,  Joh?!  Crifpe,  and  Thomas  Crifpe^  in 
their  caufe  depending  in  this  houfe,  againft  Thomas 
Dalmahoy,  Efq-,  a-  member  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  other  defendants,  at  fuch  time  as  the 
faid  caufe  fhail  be  appointed  to  be  pleaded  at  the 
bar  of  this  houfe ;  and  having  appointed  to  hear  the 
faid  caufe  by  counfel  on  both  fides,  to-morrow  at 
three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  •, 

It  is  this  day  ordered,  that  the  faid  Sir  John 
Churchill,  Sergeant  Peck,  Sergeant  Pemberton,  and 
Mr.  Porter,  be,  and  are  hereby  required,  to  appear 
at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  to-morrov/,  at  three  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  counfel  to  plead  in  the 
faid  caufe,  on  the  behalf  of  the  faid  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe^ 
John  Crifpe,  sindTho7nas  Crifpe,  as  they  will  anfwer 
the  contrary  to  this  houfe. 

Maij22,i6y5. 

Counfel  heard  at  the  bar  on  both  parts,  upon  the 
petition  and  appeal  of  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe,  &c.  and 
the  anfwer  of  Diana  Vifcountefs  Cranhourne,  &c. 
and  Thomas  Dalmahoy,  Efq;  put  in  thereunto  con- 
cerning a  decree  in  chancery:  Refolded,  the  petition 
and  decre?  be  difmiffed. 

Maij  ^8. 

This  day  the  houfe  heard  the  counfel  of  Sir  Nicholas 
Crifpe,  John  Crifpe,  and  Thotnas  Crifpe,  upon  their 
petition  and  appeal  depending  in  this  houfe ;    and 

alfo 
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alfo  ttie  counfelof  the  Lady  Bowyer^  and  Mr.  Bal- 
mahoy^  upon  their  anfwer  thereunto  ;  and  after  a 
ferious  confideration,  thereof  the  queftion  being  put, 
whether  this  petition  and  appeal  ihall  be  dilmilTed 
this  houfe  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Femlerton^  Sir  John  Churchill^  Mr. 
Sergeant  Peck^  and  Mr.  Porter^  attending  at  the 
door,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  being  feverally  called  in,  Mr.  Speaker 
did  feverally  acquaint  them,  that  they  were  fum- 
moned  to  give  an  account  to  the  houfe,  of  their  ap- 
pearing as  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  in 
the  profecution  of  a  caufe  depending  upon  an  ap- 
peal, wherein  Mr.  Balmahoy^  a  member  of  this 
houfe,  is  concerned,  in  the  manifeft  breach  of  the 
order  of  this  houfe  ;  and  giving  up  as  much  as  in 
them  lies,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
0^  England :  And  they  having  anfvvered  and  made 
their  excufes  to  the  effed  following  \  That  they  had 
no  notice  of  the  order  or  vote  of  this  houfe,  but  what 
they  have  heard  in  common  difcourfe  abroad  ;  and 
becaufe  they  conceived  Mr, Dalmahoyy  a  member  of 
this  houfe,  might  be  concerned,  they  refufed  feveral 
times  to  appear  as  counfel,  or  to  accept  their  fees  ; 
but  being  afTigned  of  counfel  for  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe, 
and  an  order  of  the  houfe  of  Lords  being  ferved  on 
them  to  attend  at  their  peril,  and  that  then  attend- 
ing, and  Mr.  Balmahoy  having  put  in  his  anfwer  in 
the  Lords  houfe,  and  not  infiiting  on  his  privilege 
afterwards,  and  the  counfel  for  Lady  Bowyer,  who 
was  the  principal  party  concerned,  denying  to  be  of 
counfel  for  Mr.  Dahiaboy^  they  conceived  they  might 
fafely  appear  as  counfel  without  breach  of  the  order, 
or  invading  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  houfe, 
which  was  not  intended  by  them  ;  and  Sir  John 
Churchill  by  way  of  farther  excufe  for  himfel/,  faid, 
that  he^had  witnelTes  ready  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Dal- 
K  4  ma  hoy 
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mahoy  was  willing  and  defirous  to  have  the  bufinefs 
go  forward.  And  the  faid  Mr.  Serjeant  Femherton^ 
Sir  John  Churchill^  Mr.  Serjeant  Feck^  and  Mr.  For- 
ter^  did  all  of  them  humbly  fubmit  themfelves  to 
the  pleafure  of  the  houfe,  if  they  had  in  any  thing 
mifbehaved  themfelves ;  and  being  withdrawn,  and 
the  matter  debated,  the  queftion  being  pur,  That 
Serjeant  Pemherton  be  taken  into  cuftody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  that  Serjeant  Femherton,  Sir  John  Chur- 
chill^ Mr.  Serjeant  Feck^  and  Charles  Forter^  Efq; 
be  taken  into  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attend-^ 
ing  this  houfe. 

Mercurijy  2  die  Junii. 

Ordered^  That  Sir  Richard  Teinple^  Mr.  Vaughan^ 
and  Sir  Thomas  Lee  do  withdraw,  and  attend  the 
reafons  upon  the  debates  of  the  houfe  :  Which  was 
done  ;  and  the  reafons  agreed  to  are  as  follow. 

*  The  houfe  of  Commons  do  agree  with  the 
<  Lords,  that  conferences  between  the  two  houfes  of 

*  Parliament,  are  effential   to  parliamentary  pro- 

*  ceedings,  v/hen  they  are  agreed  in  the  ufual  and 

*  parliamentary  way  j  but  the  manner  of  the  Lords 

*  agreement  to  the   conference,    to   have  been  on 
^  I'riday  the  28/^  of  May  laft,  at  ten  of  the  clock, 

*  in  the  painted  chamber,  with  limitation  and  pro- 
'  vifo,    did  neceffitate   the  houfe  of  Commons  to 

*  forbear  to  meet  at  that  conference,  and  gave  the 

*  firft  interruption  to  parliamentary  proceedings,  in 
•*  conferences  between  the  two  houfes. 

«  For  that  the  conference  defired  by  the  Commons, 
«  was  upon  their  privileges,  concerned  in  the  anfwer 
<  of  the  Lords  to  a  mefTage  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
<^  mons,  fent  to  the  Lords  the  ijth  of  May ^  in  the 
^  cafe  of  Mr,  Onflow  s  to  the  which  the  Lords  did 

«  not 
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*  not  agree,  but  did  only  agree  to  a  conference  con- 

*  cerning  their  privileges  in  general,  without  refe- 

*  rence  to  the  cafe  of  the  fiiid  Mr.  Onflow  ;  which 
'  was  the  only  fubje(5fc  matter  of  thedefired  confe- 
'  rence. 

*  The  limitation  in  the  Lords  agreement  to  a 
«  conference,  with  provifo  "that  nothing  be  offered 
«  at  the  conference  that  may  any  ways  concern  the 

<  Lords  judicature,  isineffe(5la  denial  ofanycon- 

<  ference  at  ail,  upon  the  fubje6l  upon  which  it  was 

<  defired  •,  which  ought  not  to  be. 

*  The  judicature  which  the  Lords  claim  in  appeals, 

*  againft  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and 

*  the  privilege  ofthat  houfe  in  that  cafe,  is  fo  invo1v- 
*  ed,  that  no  conference  can  be  upon  the  matter, 

<  without  fome  way  touching  the  former. 

'  That  this  manner  of  agreeing  to  a  conference, 

*  with  any  limitation  or  provifo,  is  againft  the  courfe 

*  of  proceedings  bet w-een  the  twohoufesof  Parlia- 
'  ment,  in  coming  to  conferences  ;  and  dorh  feem  to 

*  place  a  power  in  the  managers  of  fuch  conferences, 

*  tojudge  whether  fuch  provifo's  be  broken  or  not, 

*  and  accordingly  to  proceed  or  break  off  the  con- 
'  ference  upon  their  own  judgments. 

'  The  houfe  of  Commons  doubt  not,  *but  that 
«  when  the  Lords  have  confidered  of  what  is  de- 
«  livered   at  this   conference,  the   good  correlpon- 

*  dence   which   the  Lords   exprefs   they  defire   to 

*  continue  between  the  two  houfes  (which  the 
«  Commons  are  alfo  no  lefs   careful  to  maintain) 

*  will  induce  them  to  remove  the  prefent  interruption 

*  of  coming  to  conferences ;  and  therefore  to  agree  to 

<  the  conference,  as  it  was  defired  by  the  houfe  of 

*  Commons,  upon   the  privileges   of  their   houfe, 

*  concerned  in  the  Lords  anfwer  to  the  meffage  of 

*  the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Onflow  : 

*  That  the  particular  limitation,  that  nothing  be 
*^  offered  at  the  conference,  that  may  any  way 
I  concern  the  judicature  of  the  Lords,  appears  un* 

<  reafonablej 
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*  reafonable  j    for  that  their  Lordfhips  judicature 

*  in  Parliament  is  circumfcribed  by  the  laws  of  the 

*  land,  as  to  their  proceedings  and  judgments ;  and 

*  is,  as  well  as  all  other  courts,  fubjedted  to  Parlia- 


ment.' 
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Mr.  Vaughan  reports.  That  the  Lord  Privy-Seal 
did  manage  the  conference,  and  had  delivered  the 
intent  and  occafion  of  the  conference  •,  which  Mr. 
Vaughan  did  report  to  the  houfe,  to  the  effed  fol- 
Jowing,  viz. 

'  The  Lords  do  take  notice  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons their  ordering  intocuftody  of  their  Serjeant, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Peck^  Sir  John  Churchill,  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Pemherton,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Porter,  coun- 
fellors  at  law  ♦,  affigned  by  their  Lordfhips  to  be 
of  counfel  in  an  appeal  heard  at  their  Lordfhips 
bar,  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe,  againftthe 
Lady  Bowyer,  Mr.   Dalmahoy,   and  others  ;  the 
Lords  in   Parliament,  where  his  Majefty  is  high- 
efl  in  his  royal  eftate,  and  where  the  laft  refort  of 
judging   upon    writs  of  error,    and   appeals  in 
equity,  in  all  caufes  and   over  all  perfons,  is  un- 
doubtedly fixed,  and  permanently  lodged.' 
'  It  is  an  unexampled  ufurpation   and  breach  of 
privilege  againfl  the  houfe  of  Peers,  that  their  or- 
ders or  judgments  fhould  be  difputed,  or  endea- 
voured to  be  controlled,  or  the  execution  thereof 
obflrudled  by  the  lower  houfe  of  Parliament ;  who 
are  no  court,  nor  have  authority  to  adminifter  an 
oath,  or  give  any  judgment.' 
'  It  is  a  tranfcendent  invafion  on  the  right  and 
liberty  of  the  fubjed,  and  ^g2imQ:  Magna  Chart  a, 
the  petition  of  right,  and  many  other  laws,  which 
have  provided,  that  no  freeman  Jhall  he  imprifoned 
or  otberwife  refirained  of  his  liberty^  but  by  due  pro- 
eefs  of  law,* 

4  ^  This 
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'  This  tends  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  government 
of  the  kingdom,  and  to  the  introducing  of  arbi- 
trarinefs  and  diforder. 

'  Becaufe  it  is  in  the  nature  of  an  injun6lion  from 
the  lower  houfe,(who  have  no  authority  or  power 
of  Judicature  over  inferior  fubjeds,  much  lefs  over 
the  King  and  LordsJ  againft  the  orders  and  judg- 
ments of  the  fupreme  court.' 
*  We  are  farther  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  Lords  have  therefore  out  of  that  juftice  which 
they  are  difpenfers  of,  againft  opprefTion  and  breach 
of  laws,  by  judgment  of  this  court,  fct  at  liberty, 
by  the  gentleman-Ufher  of  the  black  rod,  all  the 
faid  Serjeants  and  counfellors ;  and  prohibited  the 
lieutenant  of  the  tower,  and  all  other  keepers  of 
prifons  and  goalers,  and  all  perfons  whatlbever, 
from  arrefting  and  imprifoning,  detaining,  or 
otherwife  molefting,  or  charging  the  faid  gentle- 
men, or  any  of  them,  in  this  cafe:  And  if  any 
perfon  of  what  degree  foever  fhall  prefume  to 
the  contrary,  their  Lordfhips  will  exercife  the  au- 
thority with  them  intruftea  for  putting  the  laws 
in  execution.' 

'  And  we  are  farther  commanded  to  read  to  you 
a  roll  of  Parliament  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  H^;/rytheIVth,  whereof  we  have  brought 
the  original  with  us.' 
And  a  debate  arifing  thereupon. 
Refohed^  That  a  conference  be  defired  with  the 
Lords  upon  the  fubje<^  matter  of  the  laft  conference  -, 
and  that  thefe  members  following,  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  draw  up  reafons  upon  the  debates  of  the 
houfe,  to  be  offered  at  the  conference  •,  Mr.  Secreta- 
ty  Coventry^  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  Officer  in  whofe  cuftody  the 
record  of  the  firft  of  Henry  the  IVth,  mentioned  at 
the  conference  with  the  Lords,  do  attend  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  draw  up  reafons  for  another  con- 
ference this  afternoon  :  And  they  are  to  meet  at  three 

of 
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"^"^of  the  clock,   in  the  Speaker*s  chamber,  and  to  fend 
for  perfons,  papers  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  no  member  of  this  houfe  do  at- 
tend the  Lords  houfe,  upon  any  fummons  from  the 
Lords  without  leave  of  the  houfe. 

Veneris,  /^Junij,  1675. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  be  return- 
ed to  Mr.  Speaker,  for  caufmg  M".  Serjeant  P^w^^r- 
ton,  formerly  committed  by  order  of  this  houfe  to  the 
cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe, 
for  breach  of  privilege,  to  be  feized  and  taken  into 
cuftody  in  JVeftminfter-hall^  for  his  breach  of  pri- 
vilege. 

The  houfe  being  informed,  that  ^wjohn  Churchill^ 
Mr.  ferjeant  Peck^  and  Mr.  Charles  Porter,  who 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  fer- 
jeant at  arms  atttending  this  houfe,  are  now  in  ^^7?- 
minfter-hall  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arm  s  now  attending 
this  houfe,  do  go  with  his  mace  into  JVeftminfter-hall^ 
and  do  execute  the  order  of  this  houfe  and  the  war- 
rant of  Mr.  .S/)<f^^<?r  thereupon,  forfeizing  and  bring- 
ing in  cuftody  Mr.  ferjeant  Peck,  Sir  John  Churchill 
and  Mr.  Charles  Porter^  for  their  breach  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  this  houfe. 

The  ferjeant  returning,  gave  an  account,  that  he 
had  executed  the  order  of  this  houfe  and  ^v  Speaker'^ 
warrant  thereupon,  and  had  brought  the  faid  Mr. 
ferjeant  Peck,  Sir  John  Churchill  and  Mr.  Charles 
Porter,  in  cuftody  into  the  Speaker'^  chamber. 

The  queftion  being  put.  That  Sir  John  Churchill, 
Mr.  ferjeant  Peck,  Mr.  ferjeant  P ember t on,  2LV\d  Mr. 
Charles  Porter  be  fent  to  the  Tower,  for  their  breach 
of  privilege  and  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this 
houfe .? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmitive. 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  ifllie  his  warrant 
to  the  lieutenant  of  the  ^ower  to  receive  them  into 
hiscuftody. 

Ordered^  T\\^tJohn  Popham^  Efq;  the  now  fer- 
jeant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe,  be  protected  a - 
gainft  all  perfonsthat  fliall  any  ways  moleft  or  hinder 
him  from  executing  his  office.  < 

Sir  'Thomas  L^'^  reports  from  the  committee,  the 
reafons  agreed  to  be  offered  at  the  conference  to  be 
had  with  the  Lords,  upon  the  matters  delivered  at 
the  lait  conference,  which  were  twice  read,  and  with 
fome  amendments  made  at  the  table,  feverally  a- 
greed  ;  and  are  as  follows,  viz. 

'  Your  Lordfhips  having  defired  the  lad  confe- 

*  rence,  upon  matters  of  high  importance,  concern- 

*  ing   the  dignity  of  the  King,  and  the  fafety  of  the   ' 

*  government,  the  Commons  did  not  expe6lto  hear 
'  from  your  Lordfhips  at  that  conference,  things  fo 

*  contrary  to,  and  inconfiftent  with,  the  matter  upon 
'  which  the  faid  conference  was  defired,  as  were  then 
'  delivered  by  your  Lordfhips. 

*  It  was  much  below  the  expedlation  of  the  Com - 

*  mons,  that  after  a  reprefenration  of  your  Lord- 
'  fhips  mefTage,  of  matters  of  fo  high  importance, 

*  the   particular  upon   which  the  conference    was 

<  grounded,  (hould  be  only  the  commitment  of  four 

*  lawyers  to  the  cuftody  of  their  ovvn  ferjeant  at 

<  arms,  for  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  privileges  of 

<  their  houfe. 

'  But  the  Commons  were  much  more  furpri zed, 
«  when  your  Lordfhips  had  introduc'dthc  conference 

*  with  an  afTurance,  that  it  was  in  order  to  a  good 
«  correfpondency  between  the  two  houfes,  that  your 

<  Lordfhips  fhould  immediately  alTume  a  power  to 

*  judge  the  orders  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  for  im- 

*  prifonment  of  Mr.  ferjeant  Pemherton^  Mr,  fer- 
*■  jeant  Peck,  Sir  John  Churchill^  and  Mr.  Charles 
.'  Porter^  to  be  illegal  and  arbitrary  •,  and   the  exe- 

*  cution  thereof  a  great  indignity  to  the  King's  Ma ^' 

jefty, 
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jefty  ;  with  many  other  high  reflexions  upon  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  throughout  the  whole  con- 
ference ;  whereby  your  Lordfhips  have  condemned 
the  whole  houfe  of  Commons  as  criminal,  which 
is  without  precedent  or  example,  or  any  ground 
or  reafon  fo  to  do. 

«  It  is  not  againft  the  King's  dignity  for  the  houfe 
of  Commons  to  puniQi,  by  imprifonment,  a  Com- 
moner that  is  guilty  of  violating  their  privileges, 
that  being  according  to  the  known  laws  and  cuf- 
toms  of  Parliament,  and  the  right  of  their  privi- 
leges declared  by  the  King's  royal  predecefibrs  in 
former  Parliaments,  and  by  himfelf  inthis. 

*  But  your  Lordfhips  claiming  to  be  the  fupreme 
court,  and  that  his  Majefty  is  higheft  in  his  royal 
eftate  in  the  court  of  judicature  there,  is  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  dignity  of  the  King,  who  is  higheft  in 
his  royal  eftate  in  full  Parliament  •,  and  is  deroga- 
tory to  the  authority  of  the  whole  Parliament,  by 
appropriating  it  to  your  felves. 
'  The  Commons  did  not  by  this  imprifonment 
infringe  any  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  Peers,  but 
only  defend  and  maintain  their  own  :  On  the  other 
fide,  your  Lordfhips  do  highly  intrench  upon  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
by  denying  them  to  be  a  court  or  to  have  any  au- 
thority or  power  of  judicature,  which  if  admit- 
ted, will  leave  them  without  any  power  or  autho^ 
rity  to  preferve  themfelves. 

*  As  to  what  your  Lordlhips  call  a  tranfcendent  in- 
vafion  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjed,  and 
againft  Magna  Charta^  i\\t  petition  of  rights  and 
many  other  laws ;  the  houfe  of  Commons  prcfume 
that  your  Lordfhips  know,  that  neither  the  Great 
Charter^  petition  of  rights  or  any  other  laws,  do 
take  away  the  law  and  cuftom  of  Parliament,  or 
of  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  orelfe  your  Lord- 
lhips have  very  much  forgotten  the  Great  Charter^. 
and  thofe  other  laws,  in  the  feverai  judgments 

*  your 


A.  1675.        DEBATES.  143 

'  your  Lordfhips  have  pafled  upon  the  King's  fub- 

*  je6ls    in   cafes  ot  privilege.     But  the  Commons 

*  cannot  find  by  Magna  Cbarta,  or  by  any  law  or 

*  ancient  cuftom  of  Parliament,  that  your  Lordfhips 
'  have  any  jurifdiftion  in  cafes  of  appeal  from  the 

*  courts  of  equity. 

'  We  are  farther  commanded  to  acquaint  you, 
'  that  the  enlargement  of  thofe  perfons  in  prifon  by 
'  order  of  the  houfeof  Commons,  by  the  gentleman- 
«  Ufherof  the  black  rod,  and  the  prohibition  which 
^  threatens  all  officers  and  other  perfons  whatfoever, 

*  not  to   receive   or  detain  them  ;  is  an  apparent 
«  breach  ofthe  rights  and  privileges  of  the  houfe  of 

*  Commons :  And  they  have  therefore  caufed  them 

*  to   be  retaken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at 

*  arms  attending  this  houfe,  and  have  committed 
<  them  to  the  Tower, 

^  As  for  the  Parliament  roll  ofthe  iflof  King 
'  Henry  the  IVth,  caufed  to  be  read  by  your  Lord- 

*  fhips  at  the  laft  conference,  but  not  applied  ;    the 

*  Commons  apprehend  it  doth  not  concern  the  cafe 
«  in  queftion :    For  that  this  record  was  made  upon 

*  occafion  of  judgments  given  by  the  Lords,   to  de- 
«  pofe  and   im prifon  their  lawful  King ;  to  which 

*  the  Commons  were  not  willing  to  be  made  parties. 

*  And  therefore  the  Commons  conceive  it  will  not 

*  be  for  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhips  to  make  far- 
«  ther  ufe  of  that  record. 

«  But  we  are  commanded  to  read  to  your  Lord- 

*  fhips  the  Parliament  roll  of  4  Edw,  III.  iV.  6. 
♦which  if  your  Lord  (hips  pleafe  toconfider,  they 

*  doubt  not  but  your  Lordfhips  will  find  occafion  to 

*  apply  it  to  the  prefent  purpofe. 

Ordered^  The  thanks  of  the  houfe  be  given  to  the 
Speaker^  for  his  care  in  iflTuing  the  warrant  for  re- 
taking the  perfons  committed  yeftcrday  in  cuf- 
tody. 

The  ferjeant  at  arms  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
Tower  •,  and  the  other  ferjeant  at  arms  attending,  was 

ordered 
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ordered  to  apprehend  him  for  betraying  his  truft,  in 
not  executing  his  office,  in  bringing  the  perfons 
committed  yefterday  to  his  cuftody,  to  the  bar  of 
ihehoufe. 

An  addrefs  ordered  to  be  prepared,  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  to  defire  a  new  ferjeant  at 
arms  to  attend  the  houfe. 

Saturday^  June  5,  1675. 

Mr.  Secre'tary  Coventry  acquainted  the  houfe,  that 
it  was  his  Majefty's  defire,  that  the  houfe  would 
adjourn  till  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
that  both  houfes  fhould  at  that  time  attend  him  in  the 
banquetting  houfe  at  JVhitehalL 

A  debate  arifing  touching  the  removal  of  John 
Popbam^  Efq;  Serjeant  at  arms  in  ordinary,  attend- 
ing the  houfe  yefterday,  the  farther  debate  thereof 
was  adjourned  till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
then  the  houfe  adjourned  till  four  in  the  afternoon. 

In  the  Afternoon, 

The  houfe  then  met  at  the  time  they  adjourned 
to,  and  went  in  a  body  to  his  Majefty  at  Whitehall  5 
and  the  houfe  of  Lords  being  alfo  prefent,  his  Ma- 
jefty made  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

YO  U  may  remember,  that  at  the  meeting  of 
this  feffion,  I  told  you  no  endeavour  would 
be  wanting  to  make  the  continuance  of  this  parlia- 
ment unpradicable.  I  am  forry  that  experience  hath 
fo  quickly  ftiewed  you  the  truth  of  what  I  then  faid  ; 
but  1  hope  you  are  well  convinced,  that  the  intent  of 
all  thefe  contrivances  is  only  to  procure  a  difiblution. 
1  confefs,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  moft  malicious  defign 
of  thofe  who  are  enemies  to  me  and  the  church  of 
England 'i  and  were  the  contrivers  known,  I  fhould 

not 
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not  doubt    but   the  diflike  of  their  pradices  vrouJd 
alone  be  a  means  of  bringing  the  houfes  to  a  good 
underllanding  J    but  fince   I   cannot  prefcribe  any 
way   how  to  arrive  to  tiie  difcovery  of  it,  I  mult 
tell  you  plainly  my  opinion,  that  the  means  to  come 
to  any  compofure   between  your  felves,  cannot  be 
without  admitting  of  fuch  free  conferences,  as  may 
convince  one  another  by  the  reafons  then  offered  5 
or   enable  me  to  judge   rightly  of  the  differences, 
when   all    hath  been    faid  on  both  fides  which  the 
matter  will  afford  :  For  I  am  not  to  fuffer  thefe  dif^ 
ferences  to  grow  to  diforders  in  the  whole  kingdom, 
if  I    can  prevent  it ;  and  I  am  fure  my  judgment 
ihall  always  be  impartial  betw^een  my  two  houfes  of 
Parliament*     But  1  muft  let  you   know,  that  whilft 
you  are  in  debate  about  your  privileges,  I  will  not 
fuffer  my  own  to  be  invaded.     1  have  nothing  more 
to  fay  to  you  at  this  time,  but  to  defire,  as  I   did 
when  we  met  firft,  that  you  would  yet  confider, 
and  not  fuffer  ill  men's  defigns  to  hinder  the  feflions 
from  a  happy  conclufion. 

The  houfe  of  Lords  prefented  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefly,  to  remove  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  ^ 
whereupon  the  Lord  Treafurer  reported  his  Ma- 
jefly'sanfwer,  viz.  '  That  his  Majefty  hath  con- 
'  fidered  the  circumftances  of  the  matter,  and  is 
'  not  fatisfied  how  with  juftice  he  can  remove 
*  him.' 

The  houfe  then  took  into  confideration  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fpeech,  and  refolved,  nemin^  contradicente^ 
That  the  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  returned  to 
hisMajefty,  for  .the  gracious  expreffions  in  hisfpeech 
this  day  made  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament ;  and 
fuch  members  of  this  houfe  as  are  of  his  Majefty's 
privy  council  are  defired  to  prefent  the  humble  thanks 
of  this  houfe  to*his  Majefty. 

Refolved,  That  it  doth  not  appear  to  this  houfe, 
that  any  member  thereof  hath  either  contrived  or 

Vol,  I.  L  promoted 
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promoted  the  difference  between  the  two  houfes  of 
Parliament ;  or  in  afferting  the  rights  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England y  and  the  privileges  of  this  houfe, 
hath  done  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  his  duty,  or 
the  truft  repofed  in  him.  And  then  adjourned  to 
Monday  June  7. 

On  Monday^  June  7,  The  houfe  refolved,  that 
what  ferjeant  Popham  did  in  retaking  the  four  Law- 
yers into  his  cuftody,  and  conducing  them  to  the 
tower  of  London^  was  in  purfuance  of  his  duty,  and 
by  the  order  of  the  houfe  5  and  the  farther  debate 
concerning  the  faid  ferjeant  at  arms  was  adjourned 
till  Wednefday  morning. 

A  copy  of  an  order  from  the  houfe  of  Lords  for 
the  hearing  eounfel  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  John  Fagg^  a 
member  of  this  houfe,  to  morrow  morning  was  then 
read  and  debated  :  And  refolved,  that  as  to  the  cafe 
of  appeal  brought  againft  Sir  John  Fagg  in  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  he  fhall  have  the  protedion  and  afliftance 
of  this  houfe. 

Refolved^  nemine  contradicente^  That  if  any  perfon 
or  perfons  fhall  be  aiding  or  aflifting  in  putting  in 
execution  any  fentence  or  judgment  that  fhall  be 
given  by  the  houfe  of  Lords,  upon  the  appeal  brought 
by  Dr.  Shirley  againft  Sir  John  Fagg^  a  member  of 
this  houfe,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  be  adjudged 
~  and  taken  to  be  betrayers  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  Commons  oi  England,  and  the  privileges  of 
this  houfe,  and  fhall  be  proceeded  againft  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  thefe  votes  be  made  publick,  by 
fetting  them  up  in  IVeftminfter-hall,  and  in  the  lobby 
oj;'  this  houfe,  and  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  to  take 
care  to  fee  it  done. 

In  the  afternoon  the  houfe  proceeded  in  the  farther 
confideration  of  effectual  means  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  refolved  nem. 
con.  That  no  perfon  committed  by  order  or  warrant 
of  this  houfe,  for  breach  ofthe  privileges  or  contempt 

of 
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of  the  authority  of  the  houfe,  ought  to  be  difcharged 
during  this  feflion  of  Parhament,  without  the  order 
or  warrant  of  this  hoiife. 

Refolved^  nem.  con.  That  the  lieutenant  of  the 
tov/i^r  of  London  in  receivingand  detaining  in  cufto- 
dy  Sir  John  Chun  hilly  ferjeant  P^f;^,  ferjeant  P<f;w- 
berton^  and  Mr.  Porter^  hath  performed  his  duty 
according  to  law  -,  and  for  his  fo  doing  he  fhali 
have  the  afiiltance  and  prote<5lion  of  this  houfe. 

Refolved^  That  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower ^  in  cafe 
he  hath,  or  fhall  receive  any  writ,  warrant,  order,  or 
command,  to  remove  or  deliver  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons  committed  to  his  charge,  for  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges, or  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  by  order  or  warrant  of  the  houfe  ; 
fhall  not  make  any  return  thereof,  or  yield  any  obe- 
dience thereto,  before  he  hath  firft  acquainted  the 
houfe  therewith,  and  received  their  order  and  di- 
x^diion  how  to  proceed  therein. 

Ordered,  That  thefe  refolutions  be  immediately 
fent  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Jower^  and  then  the  houfe 
adjourned. 

Tuefday,  June  the  Sth^  ^^75- 

A  meflage  fent  to  the  Lords  to  remind  them  of 
the  laft  conference  ;  and  for  a  conference  upon  the 
fubje(5l  matter  delivered  by  the  Lords  at  the  lad 
conference. 

Sir  John  Rohinfon  informing  the  houfe,  that  he 
had  received  the  four  lawyers  committed  to  his  cu- 
ftody  by  this  houfe,  and  denied  to  deliver  them  to 
the  gentleman-ufher  of  the  black  rod  ;  and  that  he 
was  ferved  laft  night  with  four  writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  to  bring  the  faid  four  lawyers  before  the 
King  and  his  Parliament  at  JVeJiminJler  this  morn- 
ing, and  craved  the  advice  of  the  houfe  what  to  do 
therein. 

Ordered,   The  thanks  of  the  houfe  to  be  given  to 

the  faid  Sir  Joh?i  RoUnfon  for  his    behaviour  therein, 

la  z  and 
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and  Mr.  Speaker  intimated  to  him,  that  he  fh®uld 
forbear  to  return  the  faid  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
which  were  read  and  debated  •,  and  the  farther  de- 
bate thereof  was  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
and  a  Committee  appointed  to  fearch  the  Lords 
journals,  to  fee  what  hath  been  done  in  the  cafe  of 
the  four  lawyers,  the  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus^  and 
Mr.  ferjeant  Popham^  and  to  fearch  for  precedents  on 
the  mat  o^ Habeas  Corpus  •,  and  adjourned. 

Mercurij^  9  die  Junij. 

Sir 'Thomas  Clarges  reports,  from  the  Committee 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  fearch  for  precedents 
touching  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  returnable  in  Par- 
liament 5  That  the  Committee  had  found  feveral 
precedents  of  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  returnable  in 
Parliament,  and  had  confidered  of  them  :  And 
that  the  Committee  thereupon  had  agreed  upon  four 
refolves  to  be  prefented  to  the  houfe,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  fame  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  they,  being  twice  read, 
were  upon  the  queftion  feverally  agreed  to,  and  are 
as  follow : 

«  Refolvecly  nem.  con.  i.  That  no  Commoners  of 

*  England  committed  by  the  order  or  warrant  of  the 
*•  houfe  of  Commons,  for  breach  of  privilege   or 

*  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  faid  houfe,  ought, 

*  without  order  of  the  houfe,  to  be  by  any  writ  of 
'  Habeas  Corpus^  or  any  other  authority  whatfoever, 
'  made  to  appear  and  anfwer,  or  receive  any  deter- 
«  mination  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  during  that  ftflion 
'  of  Parliament  wherein  fuch  perfons  were  fo  com- 
<  mitted. 

'  Refolved,   nem.   con,  2.  That  the  order  of  the 

*  houfe  of  Peers,  for  the  ifluing  out  the  writs  of 
'  Habeas  Corpus  conctrnhg  Mr.  ferieant  P^f^^J^rton^ 
'  Mr.  ferjeant  Peck^     Sir    John  'Cburc'.  i  \     and 

*  Mr, 
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*  Mr.  Charles  Porter^  is  infufficient  and  illegal  -,  for 

*  that  it  is  general,  and  exprefles  no  particular  caufe 
«  of  privilege,  and  commands  the  King's  great 
«  feal  be  put  to  writs  not  returnable  before  the  faid 
«  houfe  of  Peers. 

'  Refolved^  nem.  con.  3.  That  tl'vc  Lord  Keeper 
'  be  acquainted  with  thefe  refolutions,  to  the  end 
'  that  the  faid  writs  o^ Habeas  Corpus  be  fuperfeded, 
'  as  contrary  to  law  and  the  privileges  of  this  houfe. 

'  Refohed,  nem.  con.  4.  That  a  mefTage  be  fenE 
'  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  thac- 
'  Mr.  ferjeant  Peck^  Sir  John  Churchill^  Mr.  fer- 
'  jeant  P  ember  Ion,  and  Mr.  Charles  Porter,  were 
'  committed  by  order  and  warrant  of  this  houfe, 
«  for  manifefl  breach  of  privilege,  and  contempt 

<  of  the  authority  of  this  houfe.' 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Birch  do  go  up  to  the  Lords 
with  a  mefTage,  that  a  conference  be  defired  upon 
the  fubjedl  matter  of  the  laft  conference. 

A  mefTage  was  this  day  fent  from  hisMajefty  in 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  by  Sir  Edward  Carteret,  ufher 
of  the  black  rod,  commanding  this  honourable  houfe 
to  attend  his  Majefty  forthwith  in  the  houfe  of 
Peers ;  and  accordingly  Mr.  Speaker  went  up  with 
the  houfe,  where  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  make 
the  following  fpeech  to  them. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  T  Think  I  have  given  fufEcient  evidence  to  the 

*  X  world,  that  I  have  not  been  wanting  on  my 
«  part,  in  my  endeavours  to  procure  the  full  fatif- 

<  faction  of  all  my  fubjeds,  in  the  matters  both  of 

*  religion  and  property  :    I  have  not  only  invited 

*  you  to  thofe  confiderations  at  our  firft  meeting,. 

*  but  I  have  been  careful  through  this  whole  fefIion> 

*  that  no  concern  of  my  own  ihould  divert  you. 
^  from  them.  ^i 

L  2  «  Befides, 
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^  Beficks,  as  I  had  only  defigned  the  matter  of  it 
to  be  the  procuring  of  good  laws,  fo  for  the  gain- 
ing of  them,  I  have  already  waited  much  longer 
than  I  intended  *,  and  fhouid  have  been  content- 
ed ft  ill  to  have  continued  my  expedation,  had 
there  any  hopes  remained  of  a  good  conclufion.  But 
I  muft  confefs  the  ill  Defigns  of  our  enemies  have 
been  too  prevalent  againft  thofe  good  ones  I  had 
propofed  to  my  felf,  in  behalf  of  my  people  •,  and 
thofe  unhappy  differences  between  my  two  Houfes 
are  grown  co  fuch  a  heigth,  that  1  find  no  poflible 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  them  but  by  a  proro- 
gation. It  is  with  great  unwillingnefs  that  i  make 
ufe  of  this  expedient,  having  always  intended  an 
adjournment,  tor  the  prefervation  of  fuch  bills  as 
were  unfinifhed.  But  my  hopes  are,  that  by  this 
means  the  prefentoccafion  ofdifferences  being  taken 
away,  you  will  be  fo  careful  hereafter  of  the  pub- 
lic as  not  to  feek  new  ones,  nor  to  revive  the  old. 
*-  I  intend  to  meet  you  here  again  m\JVinter^  and 
have  diredled  my  Lord  Keeper  to  prorogue  you 
till  the  thirteenth  day  of  OEloher  next. 

OUoher  13,  1 675.  the  King  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peer  s^ 
.  and  fending  for  the  C^mmons^  made  the  following 
.  fpeecb  to  both  houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IMeet  you  now  with  more  than  an  ufual  concern 
for  the  event  of  this  feflions  ;  and  I  know  it  is 
but  what  may  be  reafonably  expedted  from  the 
care  I  have  for  the  prefervation  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  caufes  of  the  laft  prorogation,  as  I 
for  my  part  do^  not  defire  to  remember,  fo  I  hope 
no  man  elfe  will,  unlefs  it  be  to  learn  from  thence 
how  to  avoid  the  like  occafion  for  the  future : 
And  I  pray  confider  how  fatal  the  confequences 
may  be,  and  how  little  benefit  is  like  to  redound 
to  the.  people  by    it.     However,  if  any  of  that 

<  kind 
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*  kind  (hall  arife,  I  define  you  would  defer  thofe 
'  debates  till  you  have  brought  fuch  publick  bills  to 

*  perfection,  as  may  conduce  to  the  good  and  fafety 

*  of  the  kingdom.' 

[The  reft  of  the  fpeech  relates'  to  his  Majefty's 
recommending  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion, the  fupply  for  building  (hips,  and  pub- 
lic debts,  ^c] 

Then  the  Lord  Finch,  by  his  Majefty's  order, 
made  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  recommending  una-. 
nimicy,  and  making  good  laws,  and  the  care  of 
religion,   &c. 

T/je  Earl  of  Shsihihuvy's  Speech  m  the  hoiife  of 
Lordsy  upon  the  debate  of  appointing   a  day 
for  the  hearing  Dr.  Shirley 'i  caufe^  the  20th 
^Ocftober,  1675. 

My  Lords, 

OU  R  all  is  at  ftake,  and  therefore  you  muft 
give  me  leave  to  fpeak  freely  before  we  part 
with  it.  My  Lord  Bifhop  o^  Salijbury  is  of  opinion, 
^bat  we  Jhould  rather  appoint  a  day  to  confider  what  to 
do  upon  the  petition,  than  to  appoiiit  a  day  of  hearing  ; 
and  my  Lord  Keeper,  for  I  may  name  them  at  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  tells  us  in  very  elo- 
quent and  ftudied  language,  That  he  will  propofe  us 
a  way,  far  lefs  liable  to  exception,  and  much  lefs  offen- 
five  and  injurious  to  our  own  privileges,  than  that  of 
appointing  a  day  of  hearing.  And  I  befeech  your 
Lordihips,  did  you  not  after  all  thefefine  wordsex- 
pedt  fome  admirable  propofal  ?  But  it  ended  in  this, 
That  your  Lord/hips  /h  out d  appoint  a  day,  nay  a  very 
long  day,  to  confider  what  you  would  ao  in  it :  And 
my  Lord  hath  undertaken  to  convince  you,  that  this 
is  your  only  courfe  by  feveral  undeniable  reafons ; 
the  firft  of  which  is.  That  it  is  againft  your  judicature 
to  have  this  caufe,  which  is  not  proper^  before  us,  nor 
cught  to  he  relieved  by  us.  To  this,  my  Lords,  give 
L  4  nie 
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me  leave  to  anfwer,  that  I  did  not  exped:  from  a 
man  profefTing  the  law,  that  after  an  anfwer  by 
order  of  the  court  was  put  in,  and  a  day  had  been 
appointed  lor  hearing,  which  by  Tome  accident  v/as 
fet  afide  ',  and  the  plaintiff  moving  for  a  fecond  day 
to  be  afiigned,  that  ever  without  hearing  council  on 
both  fides  the  court  did  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
caufe.  And  if  your  Lordfhips  fhould  do  it  here, 
in  a  cafe  attended  with  the  circumftances  this  is,  it 
would  not  only  be  an  apparent  injuftice,  but  a 
plain  Sukerfage,  to  avoid  a  point  you  durft  not 
maintain. 

But  tpy  Lord's  fecond  reafon  fpeaks  the  matter 
more  clearly  ♦,  for  that  is,  Becavfd  *tis  a  doubtful  caje^ 
whether  the  Commons  have  not  privilege  ^  and  therefore 
my  Lord  would  have  you,  to  appoint  a  farther^  and 
very  long  day  to  confider  of  it :  Which  in  plain 
EngUfi  is,  that  yourLordfnips  fhould  confefs  upon 
your  books,  that  you  conceive  it  on  fecond  thoughts 
a  doubtful  cafe  >  for  fo  your  appointing  a  day  to 
confider  will  do  •,  and  that  for  no  other  reafon,  but 
becaufe  my  Lord  Keeper  thinks  it  fo  •,  which  Ihope 
will  not  be  a  reafon  to  prevail  with  your  Lordfhips  •, 
fmce  we  cannot  yet  by  experience  tell  that  his  Lord- 
ihip  is  capable  of  thinking  your  Lordfiiips  in  the 
right,  in  any  matter  againlt  the  judgment  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  •,  'tis  fo  hard  a  thing  even  for  the 
ableft  of  men  to  change  ill  habits, 

But  my  Lord's  third  reafon  is  the  moft  admirable 
of  all,  which  he  (tiles  unanfwerable,  viz.  ^hat your 
Lordjhips  are  all  convinced  in  your  own  confciences, 
that  this  (if  profecuted)  will  caufe  a  breach.  I  befeech 
your  Lordfhips,  confider  whether  this  argument, 
thus  applied,  would  not  overthrow  the  law  of  na- 
ture, and  all  the  laws  of  property  and  right  in  the 
world  :  For  'tis  an  argument,  and  a  very  good  one, 
that  you  fhould  not  iland  or  infifl  on  claims,  where 
you  have  not  a  clear  right,  or  where  the  queftion  is 
pot  of  confequence  and  moment,  in  a  matter  that 

may 
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may  produce    a  dangerous  and  pernicious   breach 
between  relations,  perfons,  or  bodies   politic,  join- 
ed in  intereft  and  high  concerns  together.     So,  on 
the  odier  hand,  if  the  obftinacy  of  the  party  in  the 
wrong    fhall    be  made  an  unanfwerable  argument 
for  the  other  party  to  recede  and  give  up  his  juft 
rights,    how  long  fhall  the  people  keep  their   li- 
berties, or  the  Princes  or  Governors  of  the  world 
•  their  prerogatives  ?    How  long  fhall   the   hufband 
maintain   his  dominion,  or  any  man  his  property, 
from  his  friends  or  his  neighbours  obftinacy  ?  Bur, 
my  Lords,  when  I  hear  my  Lord  Keeper  open  fo 
eloquently  the  fatal  confequences  of  a  breach,  I  can- 
not forbear-to  fall  into  fome  admiration  how  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  (if  the  confequences  be  fo   fatalj  the 
King's    Minifters  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,    of 
which  there  are  feveral  that  are  of  the  cabinet,  and 
have  daily  refort  to  his  Majefty,  and  have  the  di- 
redlion  and  truft  of  his  affairs ;  I  fay,  that  none  of 
thefe  fhould  prefs  thefe  confequences  there,  or  give 
the  leaft  ftop  to  the  career  of  that  houfe  in  this 
bufmefs  ;  but  that  all  the  votes  concerning  this  af-  • 
fair,  nay  even  that  very  vote.  That  no  appeal  from 
any  court  of  equity  is  cognizable  by  the  houfe  of  Lords ^ 
Ihould  pais  nemine  contradicente.     And  yet  all  the 
great  Minifters  with  us  here,  the  Bifliops  and  other 
Lords  of  greateft  dependance  on  the  court,  contend 
this  point,  as  if  it  v/trepro  aris&  focis.     I  hear  his 
Majefty  in  Scotland  hath  been  pleafed  to  declare 
againft  appeals  in  Parliament ;  I  cannot  much  blame 
the  court,  if  they  think  (the  Lord  Keeper  and  the 
Judges  being  of  the  King's  naming,  and  in  his 
power  to  change)  that  the  juftice  of  the  nation  is 
fafe  enough  i^and  I,  my  Lords,  may  think  fo  too, 
during   this  King's  time,  though  I  hear  Scotland^ 
not  without  reafon,  complains  already.     Yet  how 
future   Princes    may   ufe    this  power,     and  how 
Judges   may  be  made  not  of  men  of  ability  or 
integricy,     but  men  of  relation  and  dependance, 

and 
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and  wbo  will, do  what  they,  ar^e  commanded; 
and  all  miens  caufes  corjio  to, ;  hp  judged,  and 
eftates  difpofed  on,  as  great  men  at  court  pleafe. 

My  Lords,  the  conititution  of  our  government 
hath  provided  better  for  us,  and  I  can  never  be- 
lieve fo  wife  a  body  as  the  houfe  of  Commons  will 
prove  that  fooliih  woman,  who  plucks  down  her 
houfe  with  her  hands. 

My  Lords,  1  muft  prefume  in  the  next 
place  to  fay  fomething  to  what  was  offered 
by  my  Lord  Bifhop  of  SaUJbury^  a  man  of 
great  learning  and  abilities,  and  always  verfed 
in  a  ftronger  and  clofer  way-  of  reafoning, 
than  the  bufinefs  of  that  noble  Lord  I  an- 
fwered  before  did  accuftom  him  to  •,  and  that  reve- 
rend prelate  hath  ftated  the  matter  very  fair  upon 
two  heads. 

The  fir  ft.  Whether  the  hearing  of  caufes  a7td  ap^ 
pealsy  and  efpecially  in  this  point  where  the  members 
have  privilege^  he  fo  material  to  us,  that  it  ought  not 
to  give  wa'j  to  the  reafon  of  ft  ate  ^  of  greater  affairs 
that  preffed  us  at  that  time. 

The  fecond  was.  If  this  lufinefs  he  of  that  mo- 
menty  yet  whether  the  appointing  a  day  to  confider 
cf  this  petition,  would  prove  of  that  confequence  and 
prejudice  to  'your  caufe  ? 

My  Lords,  to  thefe  give  me  leave  in  the  firft 
place  to  fay, ,  that  this  matter  is  no  lefs  than  your 
whole  judicature  ;  and  your  judicature  is  the  life 
and  foul  of  the  dignity  of  the  peerage  o'i  England-, 
you  will  quickly  grow  burthenfom,  if  you  grow 
ufelefs ;  .  You  have  now  the  greateft  and  mod 
ufeful  end  of  Parliaments  principally  in  you, 
which  is.  not  to  make  new  laws,,  but  to  redrefs 
grievances,. and  to  maintain  the  old  land-marks. 
The  houfe  of  Commons  bufinefs  is  to  com- 
plain, your  Lordfliips  to  redrefs,  not  only  the 
complaints  from  them,  that  are  the  eyes  of  the  nation, 

but 
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but  all  other  particular  perfons  that  addrefs  to  you. 
A  land  may  groan  under  a  multitude  of  laws,  and 
I  believe  ours  does  -,  and  when  laws  grow  fo  multi- 
plied, they  prove  oftner  fnares  than  diredions  and 
fecurity  to  the  people.  I  look  upon  it  as  the  igno- 
rance and  weaknefs  of  the  latter  age,  if  not  worfe, 
the  effedl  of  the  defigns  of  ill  men,  that  it  is  growa 
a  general  opinion,  that  where  there  is  not  a  particu- 
lar direction  in  fome  ai5l  of  Parliament,  the  law  is 
defedive  ;  as  if  the  common  law  had  not  provided 
much  better,  fhorter,  and  plainer  for  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  nation,  than  intricate,  long,  perplex'd 
llatutes  do  ;  which  has  made  work  for  the  lawyers, 
given  power  to  the  Judges,  lefTenedyour  Lordfhips 
power,  and  in  a  good  meafure  unhinged  the  fecurity 
of  the  people. 

My  Lord  Bifhop  tells  us,  Th^t  your  whole  Judka- 
ture  is  not  in  queftion^  hut  only  the  privilege  of  the  boufe 
ofComfnons,  of  their  members  not  appearing  at  your 
Bar :  My  Lords,  were  it  no  more,  yet  that,  for 
juftice  and  the  people's  fake,  you  ought  not  to  pare 
with  :  how  far  a  privilege  of  the  houfe  of  Commons 
their  fervants,  and  thofe  they  own,  doth  extend, 
TFefiminfter-hall  may  with  grief  tell  your  Lordfhips. 
And  the  fame  privilege  of  their  members  being  not 
fued,  mufl  be  allowed  by  your  Lordfhips  as  well; 
and  what  a  failure  of  juflice  this  would  prove,  whilft 
they  are  Lords  for  life,  and  you  for  inheritance,  let 
the  world  judge  :  For  my  part,  I  am  willing  to 
come  to  a  conference,  whenever  the  difpute  fhall  be- 
gin again  *,  and  dare  undertake  to  your  Lordfhips, 
that  they  have  neither  precedent,  reafon,  nor  any 
juftifiable  pretence  tofhewagainft  us ;  and  therefore, 
my  Lords,  if  you  part  with  this  undoubted  right 
merely  for  afking,  where  will  the  afking  flop  ? 
And,  my  Lords,  we  are  fure  it  doth  not  flop  here, 
for  they  have  already,  nemine  contradicente^  voted 
againft  your  Lordfhips  power  of  appeals  from  any 

court 
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court, of  equity  :  So  that  you  may  plainly  fee  where 
this  caution  and  reafon  of  ftate  means  to  (lop;  not 
one  jot  fhort  of  laying  your  whole  judicature  afide  ; 
for  the  fame  reafon  of  pafTing  the. King's  money,  of 
not  interrupting  good  laws,  and  whatever  elfe,  muft 
of  necefiity  avoid  all  breach  upon  whax  fcore  foever : 
Thus  your  Lordfliips  plainly  fee  the  breach  will  be 
as  well  made  upon  your  judicature  in  general,  as  up- 
on this  •,  fo  that  when  your  Lordfhips  have  appoint- 
ed a  day,  a  very  long  day,  for  toconfider  whether 
IDoctor  Shirley* s  caufe  be  not  too  hot  to  handle  •,  and 
when  yoii  have  done  the  fame  for  Sir  Nicholas  Stan- 
ion  whofe  petition  I  hear  is  coming  in  ;  your  Lord- 
fhips  muft  proceed  to  a  vote,  to  lay  all  private  bufi- 
nefs  afide  for  fix  weeks  •,  for  that  phrafe  of  private 
bufmefs  hath  obtained  upon  this  laft  age,  upon  that 
which  IS  your  moft  public  duty  and  bufinefs, 
namely  the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  And  I  can  tell 
your  Lorddiips,  befides  the  reafon  that  leads  to  it, 
that  I  have  fome  intelligence  of  the  defigning  fuch  a. 
vote  i  for  on  the  fecond  day  of  your  fitting,  at  the 
rifing  of  the  Lords  houfe,  there  came  a  gentleman 
into  the  lobby,  belonging  to  a  very  great  perfon, 
and  afked  in  very  great  hafte.  Are  the  Lords  up? 
Bave  they  pajfed  the  vote?  And  being  afked,  what 
vote?  Heanfweredj  'The  %ote  oj  no  private  hifinefs 
for  fix  weeks.  {  .     -•" 

My  Lords,  if  this  be  your  bufinefs,  fee  where 
you  are  j  if  we  are  to  poftpone  our  judicature,  for 
fear  of  offending  the  houfe  of  Commons,  for  fix 
weeks,  that  they  in  the  interim  may  pafs  the  money, 
and  other  acceptable  bills  that  his  Majefty  thinks  of 
importance.  Are  fp  many  wife  men  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons  to  be  laid  adeep,  and  to  pafs  all  thefe 
acceptable  things ;  and  when  they  have  done,  to 
let  us  be  let  loofe  upon  them  ? 

Will  they  not  remember  this,  next  time  there  is 
want  of  money  ?  or  m,ay  not  they  rather  be  affured 
by  thofe  minifters  that  are  amongft  them,  and  goon 

fo 
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fo  unanimoufly  with  them,  that  the  King  is  on  their 
fide  in  this  controverly  ?  And  when  the  publick 
bufinefTes  are  over,  our  time  will  be  too  fliort  to 
make  a  breach,  or  vindicate  our  felves  in  the  matter. 
And  then  I  beg  your  Lordfhips,  where  are  you,  if 
after  you  have  aferted  but  the  lafl:  feflion  your  right 
of  Judicature,  fo  highly,  even  in  this  point  ;  and 
after  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  gone  fo  high  againlt 
you  on  the  other  hand,  as  to  poft  up  their  declara- 
tion and  remonftrances  on  IVellimnller-ball  doors ; 
the  very  next  fefilon  after  you  podpone  the  very 
fame  caufes  ;  and  not  only  thofe,  but  all  judicatures 
whatfoever  ?  I  befeech  yoir  Lordfliips,  will  not 
this  prove  a  fatal  precedent  and  confcfiion  againfl 
your  felves  ?  *Tis  a  maxim  and  a  rational  one  a- 
mongft  the  lawyers,  nat  one  precedent  tvhere  the  cafe 
has  been  contefted  h  zvorib  a  thoufand  where  there  hath 
been  no  conteft.  My  Lords,  in  faying  this,  I  hum- 
bly fuppofe  I  have  given  a  fufficient  anfvver  to  my 
Lord  Bi  (hop's  fecond  queftion  %pyhetherthe  appoint- 
ing  a  day  to  confider  what  you  will  do  with  ibis  petition 
he  of  that  confequence  to  'jour  light  ?  For  it  is  a  plain 
confefllon,  that  it  is  a  doubtful  cafe,  and  that  infi- 
nitely ftronger  than  ifitwcrea  new  thing  to  you, 
never  heard  of  before  j  for  it  is  the  very  fame  cafe, 
and  the  very  fame  thing  defired  in  that  cafe,  that 
you  formerly  ordered,  and  fo  ftrongly  afferted  ;  fo 
that  upon  time,  and  all  the  deliberation  imaginable, 
you  declare  youfelves  to  become  doubtful,  and  you 
put  yourfelves  out  of  your  own  hands,  into  that 
power  rh  It  you  have  no  reafon  to^  believe  on  your 
fide  in  this  queftion. 

My  Lords,  I  have  all  the  duty  imaginable  to  his 
Majefty,  and  fliall  with  all  fubmifijon  give  way  to 
any  thing  he  fhould  think  of  importance  to  his  af- 
fairs :  but  in  this  point  it  is  to  alter  the  conftitution 
of  the  government,  if  you  are  afked  to  lay  this  afide  ; 
and  there  is  no  reafon  of  ftate  Ci  n  be  an  argument 
to  your  Lord(hips  to  turn  yourfelves  out  of  that  in- 
5  _        terefl: 
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tereft  you  have  in  the  conftitution  of  the  govern- 
ment;  'tis  not  only  your  concern  that  you  maintain 
yourfelves  in't,  but  'tis  the  concern  of  the  pooreft 
man  in  England^  that  you  keep  your  ftation ;  'tis 
your  Lordlhips  concern,  and  that  fo  highly,  that 
I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  the  King  can  give  none  of 
you  a  requital  or  recompence  for  it.  What  are 
empty  titles  ?  What  is  prefent  power,  or  riches,  and 
a  great  eflate,  wherein  I  have  no  firm  or  fixed  pro- 
perty? 'Tis  the  conftitution  of  the  government,  and 
maintaining  it,  that  fecures  your  Lordlhips  and  e- 
very  man  elfe  in  what  he  hath  •,  the  pooreft  Lord, 
if  birthright  of  the  peerage  be  maintained,  has  a 
fair  profpedl  before  him  for  himfelf  or  his  pofterity  ; 
but  the  greateft  title,  withthe  greateft  prefent  power 
and  riches,  is  but  a  mean  creature,  and  maintains 
thofe  in  abfolute  monarchies  no  otherwife  than  by 
fervile  and  low  flatteries,  and  upon  uncertain  terms. 

My  Lords,  'tis  not  only  your  intereft,  but  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  nation,  that  you  maintain  your  rights ; 
for  let  the  houfe  of  Commons  and  gentry  of  ^rig^ 
/^;;<i  think  what  they  pleafe,  there  is  no  prince  that 
ever  governed  without  nobility  or  an  army  -,  if 
you  will  not  have  one,  you  muft  have  t'other,  or 
the  monarchy  cannot  long  fupport,  or  keep  itfelf 
from  tumbling  into  a  democratical  republic.  Your 
l^rdfhips  and  the  people  have  the  fame  caufe,  and 
the  fame  enemies.  My  Lords,  would  you  be  in 
favour  with  the  King  ?  '  Tis  a  very  ill  way  to  it,  to 
put  yourfelves  out  of  a  future  capacity,  to  be  con- 
fiderable  in  his  fervice :  I  do  not  find  in  ftory,  or 
in  modern  experience,  but  that  'tis  better,  and  a 
man  is  much  more  regarded,  that  isftill  in  a  capacity 
and  opportunity  to  ferve,  than  he  that  hath  wholly 
deprived  himfeU  ofall  for  his  Prince's  fervice.  And 
I  therefore  declare,  that  Iwill  ferve  my  Prince  as  a 
Peer,  but  will  notdeftroy  the  Peerage  to  ferve  him. 

My  Lords,  I  have  heard  of  twenty  foolifh  models 
and  expedients  to  fecurc  the  juftice  of  the  nation, 

5  ^"^ 
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and  yet  to  take  this  right  from  your  Lordfhips,  as 
the  King  by  his  commiirion  appointing  Commoners 
to  hear  appeals  •,  or  that  the  twelve  judges  ihould  be 
the  perlbns,  or  that  perlbns  (hould  be  appointed  by 
ad:  of  Parliament,  which  are  all  not  only  to  take 
away  your  Lordfhips  juft  right,  that  ought  not  to  be 
altered  any  more  than  any  other  part  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  are  in  themfelves,  when  well  weighed,  ri- 
diculous :  I  muft  deal  freely  with  your  Lordfhips, 
thefe  things  could  never  have  rifen  in  men's  minds, 
but  that  there  has  been  fome  kind  of  provocation 
that  has  given  the  firft  rife  to  it.  Pray,  my  Lords, 
forgive  me,  if  on  this  occafion  I  put  you  in  mind  of 
Committee  dinners,  and  the  fcandal  of  it,  thofc 
droves  of  Ladies  that  attended  all  caufes  ;  it  was 
come  to  that  pafs,  that  men  even  hired,  or  borrowed 
of  their  friends,  handfom  fillers  or  daughters  to  de- 
liver their  petitions  :  but  yet  for  all  this,  I  muft  fay, 
that  your  judgments  have  been  facred  unlefs  in  one 
or  two  caufes  •,  and  thofe  we  owe  moft  to  that  bench 
from  whence  we  nov/  apprehend  the  moft  danger. 

There  is  one  thing  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  fpeak  to, 
which  is  the  conjunoiure  of  time,  the  hinge  upon  'which 
our  reafon  of  fiat  e  turns  ;  and  to  that,  my  Lords, 
give  me  leave  to  fay,  if  this  be  not  a  time  of  leifure 
for  you  to  vindicate  your  privileges,  you  muft  never 
expect  one.  I  could  almoft  fay,  that  the  harmony, 
good  agreement,  and  accord  that  is  to  be  prayed  for 
at  moft  other  times,  may  be  fatal  to  us  now ;  we 
owe  the  peace  of  thefe  laft  two  years,  and  the  dif* 
engagement  from  the  French  intereft,  to  the  two 
houfes  diifering  from  the  fenfe  and  opinion  o^ White- 
hall ,  fo  at  this  time  the  thing  in  the  world  this  na- 
tion hath  moft  reafon  to  apprehend  is  a  general  peace, 
which  cannot  now  happer^  without  very  advantageous 
terms  to  the  French ^  anddiladvantageous  to  the  houfe 
of  Juftria.  We  are  the  Kings  great  counfellors, 
and  if  fo,  have  right  to  differ,  and  give  contrary 
tounicis  to  thofe  few  that  are  neareft  about  him :  I 

for 
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fear  they  would  advance  a  general  peace,  J  am  fure 
I  would  advile  againft  it,  and  hinder  it  at  this  time 
by  all  the  ways  imaginable.  I  heartily  wifh  notiiing 
from  you  may  add  weight  and  reputation  to  thole 
counfcls,  who  would  affift  the  French.  No  money 
for  fliips,  nor  preparations  you  can  make,  nor  per- 
fonal  afllirances  our  prince  can  have,  can  fecure  us 
from  the  French^  if  they  are  at  leifure.  He  is  grown 
the  moft  potent  of  us  all  at  fea  :  He  has  built  24 
fhips  this  lafl;  year,  and  has  30  more  in  number 
than  we  ;  befides  the  advantage,  that  our  Ships  are 
all  out  of  order,  and  his  fo  exquifitely  provided  for, 
that  every  fhip  has  his  particular  fl.ore-houfe.  It  is 
incredible  the  money  he  hath,  and  is  beftowing  in 
making  harbours ;  he  makes  nature  it  felf  give  way 
to  the  vaftnefs  of  his  expence  •,  and  after  all  this, 
Hiall  a  prince  fo  wife,  fo  intent  upon  his  affairs,  be 
thought  to  make  all  thefe  preparations  to  fail  over 
land,  and  fall  on  the  back  o^  Hungary^  and  batter 
the  walls  of  Kaminitz  ?  Or  is  it  pofllble  he  ihould 
overfee  hisinterefh  infeizing  of /r^/^«^,  a  thing  fo 
feafible  to  him,  if  he  be  matter  of  the  feas,  as  he 
certainly  now  is  •,  and  which,  when  attained,  gives 
him  all  the  fouthern,  Mediterranean^  Eaft^  and  IFeft- 
India  trade,  and  renders  him  both  by  fituation,  and 
excellent  harbours,  perpetual  mafter  of  the  feas 
without  difpute? 

My  Lords^  to  conclude  this  point,  I  fear  the 
court  of  England  is  greatly  miflaken  in  it,  and  I  do 
not  wiQi  them  the  reputation  of  the  concurrence  of 
the  kingdom  *,  and  this  out  of  the  moft  fincere  loy- 
alty to  his  Majefty,  and  love  to  my  nation. 

My  Lords^  I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  trouble 
you  with,  and  that  peradventure  is  a  confideration 
of  the  greateft  weight  and  concern,  both  to  your 
Lordfhips,  and  the  whole  nation.  I  have  often  k^w 
in  this  houfe,  that  the  arguments  withftrongeft  reafon, 
and  moft  convincing  to  the  Lay-Lords  in  general, 
have  not  had  the  fame  effect  upon  the  Bifiofs -Bench : 

But 
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But  that  they  have  unanimoufly  gone  againft  us  in 
matters,  that  many  of  us  have  thought  effential  and 
undoubted  rights:  And  I  confider,  that  'tis  not 
polTible,  that  men  of  great  learning,  piety  and  rea- 
Ibn,  as  their  Lordfhips  are,  fhould  not  have  the 
fame  care  of  doing  right,  and  the  fame  convidion 
of  what  is  right  upon  clear  reafon  offered,  that  other 
your  Lordfhips  have.  And  therefore,  my  Lords,  I  muft 
neceffarily  think  we  differ  in  principles,  and  then'tis  ve- 
ry eafy  to  apprehend, what  is  thecleareft  fenfe  to  men  of 
my  principle,  may  not  at  all  perfuade  or  affedl  the 
confcience  of  the  belt  man  of  a  different  one.  I 
put  your  Lordfhips  the  cafe  plainly  as 'tis  now  before 
us.  My  principle  is,  That  the  King  is  King  by  law, 
and  by  the  fame  law  that  the  poor  man  enjoys  his 
cottage  ;  and  fo  it  becomes  the  concern  of  every  man  t 

in  England^  that  has  but  his  liberty,  to  maintain  and 
defend,  to  his  utmoft,  the  King  in  all  his  rights  and 
prerogatives.     My  principle  is  alfo,  That  the  Lords 
houfe^  and  the  judicature  and  rights  belonging  to  it ^  are 
an  effential  "part  of  the  government^  and  efiaUifhed  by 
the  fame  law:  The  King  governing  and  adminiftring 
juftice  by  his  houfe  of  Lords,  and  advifing   with 
both  his  houfes  of  Parliament  in  all  important  mat- 
ters, is  the  government  I  own,  am  born  under,  and 
am  obliged  to.     If  ever  there  fhould  happen  in  fu- 
ture ages  (which  God  forbid)  a  King  governing  by 
an  army,  without  his  Parliament,  'tis  a  government 
I  own  not,  am  not  obliged  to,  nor  was  born  under. 
According  to  this  principle,  every  honeft  man  that 
holds  it    mufl  endeavour  equally  to  preferve  the 
frame  of  the  government,  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  and 
cannot  fatisfy  his  confcience  to  give  up  the  Lords 
houfe  for  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  or  to  take  away 
thejuft  rights  and  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, to  pleafe  the  Lords.     But  there  is  another 
principle  got  into  the  world,  my  Lords,  that  hath 
not  been  long  there  5  for  Archbifhop  Laud  was  the 
firft  author  that  I  remember  of  it ;    and  I  cannot 
Vol.  I.  M  find 
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find  that  thejefuits,  or  indeed  the  popifh  clergy 
have  ever  own'd  it,  but  fome  of  theepifcopal  clergy 
of  our  5nVf/^  Ifles ;  and  withal,  as 'tis  new,  fo  *tis 
the  mod  dangerous,  deftrudive  dodrine  to  our  go- 
vernment and  law,  that  ever  was.  'Tis  the  firft  of 
the  Canons  publifhed  by  the  convocation,  1640. 
nat  monarchy  is  of  divine  right ,  This  dodrine  was 
then  preached  up,  and  maintained  by  Siblhorp  Man- 
waring,  and  others,  and  of  later  years  by  a  book 
publifhed  by  Dr.  Sander/on  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  un- 
der the  name  of  Archbifhop  UJber ;  and  how  much 
it  is  fpread  amongft  our  dignified  Clergy,  is  very 
cafily  known.  We  all  agree,  that  the  King  and  his 
government  is  to  be  obeyed  for  confcience  fake  j 
and  that  the  divine  precepts  require  not  only  here, 
but  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  obedience  to  lawful 
governors.  But  that  this  family  are  our  Kings,  and 
this  particular  frame  of  government  is  our  lawful 
conftitution,  and  obliges  us,  is  owing  only  to  the 
particular  laws  of  our  country.  This  Laudean  doc- 
trine was  the  root  that  produced  the  bill  of  Tejl  laft 
feflion  j  and  fome  very  perplexed  oaths,  that  are  of 
the  fame  nature  with  that,  and  yet  impofed  by  fcveral 
Ads  this  Parliament. 

In  a  word,  if  this  dodrine  be  true,  our  Magna 
Charta  is  of  no  ufe,  our  laws  are  but  rules  amongft 
ourfelves  during  the  King's  pleafure.  Monarchy,  if 
of  divine  right,  cannot  be  bounded  or  limited  by 
human  laws;  nay,  what's  more,  cannot  bind  it  felf: 
And  all  our  claims  of  right  by  the  law,  or  conftitu- 
tion of  the  government,  all  the  jurifdidion  and  pri- 
vilege of  this  houfe,  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  all  the  properties  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  are  to  give  way  not  only  to  the 
intereft,  but  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  crown. 
And  the  beft  and  worthieft  of  men,  holding  this 
principle,  muft  vote  to  deliver  up  all  we  have,  not 
only  when  reafon  of  ftate,  and  the  feparate  intereft 
of  the  crown  require  it  j  but  when.the  will  and  plea- 
i  fure 
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fure  of  the  King  is  known,  would  have  itfo.  For 
that  muft  be,  to  a  man  of  that  principle,  the  only 
rule  and  meafure  of  right  and  juftice.  Therefore, 
My  Lords,  you  fee  how  necefiary  it  is,  that  all  our 
principles  be  known-,  and  how  fatal  to  us  all  it  is,  that 
this  principle  (hould  be  fuffered  to  fpread  any  farther. 

My  Lords,  to  conclude,  your  Lordfliips  have 
feen  of  what  confequence  this  matter  is  to  you,  and 
that  the  appointing  a  day  to  confider,  is  no  lefs  than 
declaring  yourfelves  doubtful,  upon  fecond  and  de- 
liberate thoughts,  that  you  put  yourfelves  out  of 
your  own  hands,  into  more  than  a  moral  probability 
of  having  this  feflion  made  a  precedent  againft  you. 
You  fee  your  duty  to  yourfelves  and  the  people  5 
and  that  it  is  really  not  the  intereft  of  the  houfeof 
Commons,  but  may  be  the  inclination  of  the  court, 
that  you  lofe  the  power  of  appeals ;  but  I  beg  our 
houfe  may  not  htfelo  defe^  but  that  your  Lordfhips 
would  take  in  this  affair,  the  only  courfe  to  preferve 
}X)urfelvcs,  and  appoint  a  day,  this  day  three  weeks, 
for  the  hearing  Dr.  Shirley's  caufe,  which  is  my 
humble  motion. 

Saturday^  A^^^i;.  the  13th,  1675.  An  order  from 
the  Lords  to  hear  Sir  John  Fag^s  caufe  to-morrow 
morning,  was  this  day  read  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  debated,  and  the  farther  debate  thereof 
adjourned  till  Monday  morning  next. 

Monday^  Nov.  15,  The  houfe  refolved,  that  the 
profecuting  appeals  in  the  Lords  houfe,  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Shirley  againft  Sir  John  Fagg^  a  member  of 
this  houfe,  is  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
houfe  j  and  that  the  faid  Sir  John  Fagg  do  not 
make  any  defence  at  the  Lords  bar,  in  the  faid 
appeal  -,  and  the  farther  debate  thereof  was  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuefday.,  the  i6th,  adjourned  the  farther  debate  of 

Sir  John  Fagg"^  bufinefs  till  to-morrow  morning ; 

and  on  Wednesday ^  adjourned  the  farther  debate  till 

Hhurjday  •,  when  Sir  John  Fagg\  bufinefs  was  re- 

M  2  fumed> 
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fumed,  and  refolved  that  a  conference  be  defired  of 
the  Lords  for  avoiding  differences  between  the 
two  houfes,  and  then  adjourned  till  Friday  morning. 

Veneris y  ig  die  Novemhris, 

Sir  William  Coventry  reports  from  the  Committee, 
to  whom  it  was  referred,  to  prepare  and  draw  up 
reafons  to  be  offered  at  the  conference,  to  be  defired 
with  the  Lords,  for  avoiding  the  occafions  of  reviv- 
ing the  differences  between  the  two  houfes ;  and  a 
paper  of  reafons  agreed  by  the  faid  Committee,  to 
be  reported  to  the  houfe,  being  read,  and  the  fame 
being  agreed  to,  is  as  folio weth,  viz. 

His  Majefty  having  recommended  to  us,  at  the 
opening  of  this  fefHons  of  Parliament,  the  avoiding 
this  difference,  if  poffible;  and  if  it  could  not  be 
prevented,  that  then  we  ftiould  defer  thefe  debates  till 
we  had  brought  fuch  publick  bills  to  perfedion,  as 
may  conduce  to  the  good  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom : 
The  Commons  efteem  it  a  great  misfortune  that  con- 
trary to  that  moft  excellent  advice,  the  proceedings 
in  the  appeal,  brought  the  laft  felTion  againft  Sir 
John  Fagg,  by  Mr.  Shirley,  have  been  renewed,  and 
a  day  fet  for  hearing  the  caufe  -,  and  therefore  the 
Commons  have  judged  it  the  beft  way,  before  they 
enter  into  the  argument  of  defence  of  their  rights  in 
this  matter,  to  propofe  to  yourLordfhips,  the  put- 
ting off  the  proceedings  in  that  matter  for  fome 
Ihort  time ;  that  fo  they  may,  according  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  advice,  give  a  difpatch  to  fome  bills  now  be- 
fore them,  of  great  importance  to  the  King  and 
kingdom;  which  being  finifhed,  the  Commons 
will  be  ready  to  give  your  Lord  (hips  fuch  reafons 
againft  thofe  proceedings,  and  in  defence  of  their 
rights,  as  we  hope  may  fatisfy  your  Lordfhips,  that 
no  fuch  proceedings  ought  to  have  been. 

Refolved^ 
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Refolved,  That  a  meflage  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  to 
de  fire  a  conference,  to  prefer ve  the  good  cor refpon- 
dence  between  the  two  houfes. 

Refohed^  That  whofoever  fball  profecute  any 
appeal  before  the  Lords,  againft  any  Commoner  of 
England^  from  any  court  of  equity,  fhall  be  deemed 
a  betrayer  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Qom- 
mons  of  England ',  and  fhall  be  proceeded  againft 
accordingly:  And  the  refolution  ordered  to  be 
affixed  in  the  LoZ'^y,  WeJlminfter-HalUGate^  and  all 
inns  of  court  and  chancery ;  and  then  adjourn'd  till 
next  morning,  Nov,  the  20th. 

DieSahhatu   'November  20. 

Ordered^  That  Dr.  Thomas  Shirley  be  taken  into 
cuftody  by  the  fergeant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe, 
as  alfo  Sir  Nicholas  Stanton^  for  ferving  Mr.  Onflow 
with  an  order  to  attend  the  Lords  *,  and  then  ad- 
journed to  Monday,  Nov.  22. 

On  Saturday,  Nov,  20.  1675.  Dr.  Thomas  Shir- 
ley  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and 
his  Counfel  Mr.  IVallop  appearing,  who  would 
have  excufed  himfelf,  but  was  ordered  to  appear  a- 
gain  on  Monday  morning  next,  to  plead  the  caufe ; 
and  the  other  two  counfel  (one  being  in  the  country, 
and  the  other  fick)  were  excus'd:  and  the  faid  Dr. 
Shirley,  Sir  Nicholas  Stanton  and  Mr.  Wallops  were 
ordered  to  have  the  protection  of  the  houfe :  And 
upon  debate  of  the  Commons  vote  made  yefterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  pofted  up  in  feveral 
places,  figned  by  William  Goldjhro,  Cler.  Dom. 
Com.  againft  die  judicature  of  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
in  cafes  of  appeals  from  courts  of  equity,  is  illegal, 
unparliamentary,  and  tending  to  the  diflblution  of 
the  government.  And  then  upon  confideration  of 
the  faid  vote  of  the  Commons,  it  was  propofed  by 
Lord  Mohun,  to  make  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  to 
diffolve  the  Parliament,  and  call  another,  and  fre- 
M  3  quent 
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quent  Parliaments  •,  and  upon  debate  thereof  about 
eight  o'clock  at  night  they  came  to  this  queftion,  and 
carried  it  by  two  votes  only,  that  there  fhould  be  no 
addrefs  •,  the  numbers  being  fifty  and  forty-eight : 
And  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

On  which  day  the  houfe  being  met,  a  meflage 
was  fent  by  his  Majefty,  for  the  houfe  to  attend  him 
forthwith  in  the  houfe  of  Peers  •,  which  the  houfe 
accordingly  did,  when  his  Majefty  pafied  three  bills, 
and  the  Lord-Keeper,  by  his  Majefty's  order,  pro- 
rogued both  houfes  of  Parliament,  till  the  15th  day 
of  February  come  twelvemonth,  1676  ;  which  end- 
ed  the  difpute. 

T'he  Protejlation^  with  reafons  of feveral  Lords 
for  the  dijjolution  of  this  Parliament^  entered 
in  the  Lords  journal^  November  2  2d,  1675. 
the  day  the  Parliament  was  prorogued, 

TTTE  whofe  names  are  underwritten.  Peers  of 
^'^  this  Realm,  having  propofed,  That  an  humble 
addrefs  might  be  made  to  his  Majefty  from  this  houfe ^ 
that  he  would  begracioufiy  pleafed  to  dijjolve  this  Par- 
liamenty  and  the  houfe  having  carried  it  in  the  ne- 
gative j  for  the  juflification  of  our  loyal  intentions 
towards  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  of  our  true  refpedt 
and  deference  to  this  honourable  houfe  ^  and  to  fhcw 
that  we  had  no  finifter  and  indiredl  ends  in  this  our 
humble  propofal,  do  with  all  humility  herein  fet 
forth  the  grounds  andreafons  why  we  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  faid  humble  addrefs  ftiould  have  been  made. 
I.  We  do  humbly  conceive,  that  it  is  according 
to  the  ancient  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm  ;  that 
there  fhould  be  frequent  and  new  Parliaments, 
and  that  the  pradlice  of  feveral  years  hath  been  ac- 
cordingly, 

«.  h 


A.  i675-         DEBATES.  167 

2.  It  feems  not  reafonable,  that  any  particular 
number  of  men  fhould  for  many  years  ingrofs  fo 
great  a  truft  of  the  people,  as  to  be  their  reprefea- 
tatives  in  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  and  all  other  the 
gentry,  and  the  members  of  corporations  of  the 
fame  degree  and  quality  with  them,  fhould  be  fo 
Jong  excluded.  Neither,  as  we  humbly  conceive, 
is  it  advantageous  to  the  government,  that  the  coun- 
ties, cities,  and  boroughs,  fhould  be  confined  for 
fo  long  a  time,  to  fuch  members  as  they  have  once 
chofen  to  ferve  for  them  •,  the  mutual  correfpondence 
and  interefts  of  thofe  who  chufe  and  are  chofen,  ad- 
mitting of  great  variations  in  length  of  time. 

3.  The  long  continuance  of  any  fuch  as  are  en- 
trufted  for  others,  and  who  have  fo  great  a  power 
over  the  purfe  of  the  nation,  muft,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  naturally  endanger  the  producing  of  fac- 
tions and  parties,  and  the  carrying  on  of  particular 
interefts  and  defigns,  rather  than  the  publick 
good. 

And  we  are  the  more  Confirmed  in  our  defires  for 
the  faid  humble  addrefs,  by  reafon  of  this  unhappy 
breach  fallen  out  between  the  two  houfes,  of  which 
the  houfe  of  Peers  hath  not  given  the  leaft  occafion  ; 
they  having  done  nothing  but  what  their  anceftors 
and  predeceflbrs  have  in  all  times  done,  and  what 
is  according  to  their  duty,  and  for  the  intereft  of 
the  people  that  they  fhould  do:  Which  notwith- 
ftanding,  the  houfe  of  Commons  have  proceeded  in 
fuch  an  unprecedented  and  extraordinary  way,  that 
it  is,  in  our  humble  opinion,  become  altogether  un- 
pradicable  for  the  two  houfes,  as  the  cafe  ftands, 
jointly  to  purfue  thofc  great  and  good  ends  for  which 
they  were  called. 


M  4  Fo^ 
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Forthefe  reafonsy  we  do  enter  our ;proteJlation  againft 
and  diffent  unto  the  faid  vote. 


Buckingham,         Berks, 


Wharton, 


Winchefter. 

Clarendon, 

Peter. 

Salijhury, 

Shaft/bury, 

Mohun, 

Bridgewater. 

Faulconhridge, 

Be  la  Mer. 

Dorfet. 

Hallifax. 

Townfend. 

Weftmoreland, 

Tarmouth, 

Grey  of  Roljlon. 

Chefterfield. 

Newport, 

Stamford. 

Sandys. 

Thefe  were  all  the  Lords  that  were  m  the  houfe, 
early  enough  to  fign  the  proteftation  before  the  Par- 
liament was  prorogued. 

T'HE  DEBATE  or  arguments  for  dijfohing 
this  prefenf  Parliament^  and  the  calling  fre- 
quent and  new  Parliaments :  As  they  were 
delivered  in  the  houfe  of  Lords ^  November 
20,  1675, 


Firft  printed  in  the  year  1675. 

THAT  it  is  according  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  government,  the  ancient  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  this  realm,  that  there  fhould  be  frequent  and 
new  Parliaments,  and  the  pradice  of  all  ages, 
till  this  lad,  hath  been  accordingly:  Parliaments, 
both  long  before,  and  after  the  conqueft,  were  held 
three  times  a  year  •,  viz.  Eafter.,  Whitfuntide,  and 
Chriftmas,  during  the  fpace  of  eight  days  for  each 
time  •,  and  fo  continued  with  fome  variation,  as  to 
the  times  of  calling,  and  length  of  holding  ;  but  al- 
ways very  fhort  untill  the  reign  of  Ed,  III.  in  the 
fourth  year  of  whofe  reign  there  was  ^  law  made, 

fbat 
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^'hat  Parliaments  Jhould  be  bolden  every  year  once^  or 
more  often  :  And  how  this  law  is  to  be  underftood, 
whether  of  a  new  Parliament  every  year,  or  calling 
the  old,  is  moft  manifeft,  by  the  pradice  not  only 
of  all  the  ages  before,  but  of  fome  hundreds  of  years 
fince  that  law  •,  prorogations  or  long  adjournments, 
being  a  thing  never  heard  of  until  later  years. 

And  it  is  mofl  unreafonable  that  any  particular 
number  of  men  fhould  for  many  years  ingrofs  fo 
great  a  trufl  of  the  people,  as  to  be  their  reprefen- 
tatives  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  that  all  other 
the  gentry,  and  the  members  of  corporations,  of  the 
fame  degree  and  quality  with  them,  fhould  be  fo 
long  excluded.      Neither  is  it  agreeable  with  the 
nature  of  reprefentatives  to  be  continued  for  fo  long 
a  time,  and  thofe  that  chufethem,  not  to  be  allowed 
frequent  opportunity  of  changing  the  hands  in  which 
they  are  obliged  to  put  fo  great  a  truft  ;  the  mutual  . 
correfpondence  and  interefts  of  thofe  who  chufe  and 
are  chofen  admitung  of  great  variations  in  length  of 
time :  How  many  in  this  prefent  houfe  of  Commons 
are  there,  whofe  bufinefs  and  acquaintance  has  not 
given  them  the  occafion  of  the  correfpondence  of 
one  letter  (for  thefe  many  years)   with  any  perfon 
of  thofe  places  for  whom  they  ferve  ?    How  many 
may  there  be  in  future  Parliaments,  if  continued  as 
long  as  this,  that  may  be  Proteftants  when  they  are 
chofen,  and  yet  may  come,  in  fo  many  years,  juft- 
ly  to  be  fufpedled  to  have  changed  their  religion  ? 
Nay,  how  many  in  this  prefent  Parliament  are  there 
who  were  chofen  by  the  people  When  they  were  of 
the  fame  adequate  intereft  with  them,  and  in  length 
of  time,  by  the  favour  and  goodnefs  of  the  Prince, 
and  their  own  great  merits,    are  become  officers 
about  the  court,  and  in  the  revenue  ?     This  is  not 
fpoken  to  reflect  on  them ,  for  many  of  them  have 
behaved  themfelves  very  worthy  of  thofe  places  ; 
but  yet  themfelves  cannot  fay,  that  they  are  equally 
as  free  to  at^  for  thofe  that  chofe  them,  as  they  were 

before  : 
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before  :  Nor  are  they  of  the  fame  intereft  as  when 
they  were  chofen  ;  for  now  they  gain  and  have  the 
advantage  by  the  peoples  payments :  And  if  they 
fhould  fay,  they  are  the  fame  men  they  were,  we 
may  call  their  fellow  members  that  have  fat  with 
them  to  witnefs,  whether  the  proverb  be  not  true, 
that  Honor es  mutant  Mores  \  whether  they  have  the 
fame  opinion  and  the  fame  freedom  they  had  be- 
fore. Nay,  may  it  not  be  faid  without  offence, 
that  even  in  this  houfe  of  Commons  there  are  not  a 
few,  who  when  they  were  chofen  were  looked  upon 
as  men  of  eftates,  and  are  either  fince  grown,  or 
difcovered  to  be  of  that  indigent  condition,  that 
they  are  much  fitter  to  receive  the  publick  main- 
tenance, than  give  the  publick  money  ?  And  it  may 
be  charitably  fuppofed,  that  thofc  Gentlemen  are  fo 
modeft  as  to  be  willing  to  lay  down,  if  they  could, 
the  publick  truft.  But  'tis  moft  certain,  that  thofe 
places  they  ferve  for,  would  not  be  willing  to  con- 
tinue them  in  it.  There  is  no  queftion,  but  *tis  the 
King's  undifputed  prerogative  to  call  and  end  Par- 
liaments when  he  pleafes  ;  and  no  man,  or  number 
of  men,  can  limit  him  a  time  \  but  the  greateit 
Prince  cannot  avoid  the  being  limited  by  the  nature 
of  things  :  Reprefentatives  ot  the  people  are  necef- 
fary  to  the  making  laws,  and  there  is  a  time  when 
it  is  morally  demonitrable,  that  men  ceafe  to  be  re- 
prefentatives, there  being  circumftances  and  pro- 
perties that  diftinguifh  every  thing,  as  well  as  perfon 
in  the  world.  So  that  to  conclude  this  head,  we  owe 
the  Prince  the  obfervance  of  his  time  and  place, 
both  for  calling  and  duration  of  Parliaments  ;  and 
the  Prince  owes  us,  not  only  the  frequencies  of  Par- 
liaments, but  that  our  reprefentations  fhould  bepre- 
ferved  to  us  in  them. 

And  farther,  if  you  confider  the  conftitution  of 
our  government,  where  the  King  as  head  (from 
whom  all  the  vital  and  animal  fpirits  are  diffufed 
through  the  body)  has  the  care  of  ail,  whofe  intereft 

is 
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is  to  feek  the  welfare  of  the  whole,  all  being  his  ; 
the  ftrength  of  the  nation  being  his  ftrength,  their 
riches  his  riches,  their  glory  and  honour,  his  glory 
and  honour,  and  fo  on  the  contrary  :    But  left  paf- 
fion,  miftake,  flattery,  or  the  ill  defigns  of  thofe 
about  the  Prince,    (hould  make   him  go  crofs  to 
his  real,  and  follow  a  deftrudive   imaginary  inte- 
reft  *,  there  is  an  eftate  of  hereditary  nobility,  who 
are  by  birthright  the  counfellors   of  the  kingdom, 
and  whofe  incereft  and  bufinefs,  is  to  keep  the  ba- 
lance of  the  government  fteady,  that  the  favourites 
and  great  officers  exceed  not  their  bounds,  and  op- 
prefs  the  people,  that  juftice  be  duly  adminiftred, 
and  that  all  parts  of  the  government  be  preferved 
entire  -,  yet  even  thefe  may  grow  infolent  (a  difeafe 
greatnefs  is   liable  to)   or  may  by  offices,  depen- 
dencies, hopes  of  preferment,  and  other  accidents, 
become  as  to  the  major  part  of  them,  rather  the 
obfequious  flatterers  of  the  court,    than  true   fup- 
porters   of  the  publick   and  Englijh  intereft  ,    and 
therefore  the  excellency  of  our  government  affords 
us  another  eftate  of  men,  which  are  the  reprefen- 
tativesofthe  freeholders,  cities,  principal  boroughs, 
and  corporations  of  E?igland  j  who  by  the  old  law, 
were  to    be  new  chofen  once  a  year,  if  not  oftner, 
fo  that  they  perfedtly  gave  the  fenfe  of  thofe  that 
chofe  them,  and  were  the  fame  thing  as   if  thofe 
were  prefent  that  chofe,  they  fo  newly  coming  from 
them,  and  fo  quickly  returning  to  give  an  account 
of  their  fidelity,  under  the  penalty  of  fhame,  and  no 
farther  truft. 

Thus  you  have  in  our  Englijh  government,  the 
houfe  of  Commons  affbrding  the  fenfe,  the  mind, 
the  information,  the  complaints,  the  grievances,  and 
the  defires  of  all  thofe  people  for  whom  they  ferve, 
throughout  the  whole  nation.  The  people  are  thus 
fecure,  no  laws  can  be  made,  nor  money  given,  but 
what  themfelves,  though  at  home,  fully  confent  and 
agree  to.    The  fecond  eftate  in  this  government,  is 

the 
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the  Lords,  who  are  the  council,  the  wifdom  and 
judgment  of  the  nation,  to  which  their  birth,  edu- 
cation, and  conftant  employment,  being  the  fame 
in  every  Parliament,  prepares  and  fits  them.  The 
laft  and  fupreme  of  all  is  the  King,  one  who  gives 
life  and  vigour  to  the  proceedings  of  the  other  two  ; 
the  will  and  defires  of  the  people,  though  approved 
by  the  wifdom  and  judgment  of  the  Lords,  are 
abortive,  unlefs  he  bids  them  be  an  a6t.   ■ 

Human  reafon  can  hardly  contrive  a  more  ex- 
cellent government :  But  if  you  will  alter  this  govern- 
ment in  any  of  the  three  parts  of  it,  the  diforders 
and  inconveniencies,  incident  to  the  nature  of  fuch 
alteration,  muft  neceffarily  follow:  As  for  inftance, 
the  long  continuance  of  any  fuch  as  are  entrufted 
for  others,  efpecially  of  fuch  as  have  fo  great  a 
power  over  the  purfe  of  the  nation,  muft  neceffarily 
produce  cabals  and  parties,  and  the  carrying  on  of 
private  interefts  and  court  fadlions,  rather  than  the 
publickgood,  or  the  true  intereft  either  of  the  King 
or  kingdom.  How  eafily  is  the  privilege  of  a  Par- 
liament-man encreafed  fince  the  middle  of  the  reign 
of  Hen,  VIII.  ?  Before  it  was  feveral  times  agreed 
by  all  the  Judges,  and  obferved  as  the  law.  That  a 
member  and  his  fervants  were  exempted  only  from 
arrefts  and  outlawries,  but  might  be  impleaded, 
fued,  and  attached  by  his  lands  and  goods  •,  yet  now 
they  muft  not  be  fued  in  any  cafe,  nor  difpoffeffed  of 
any  thing  during  the  time  of  privilege  •,  nay,  thefe 
two  laft  feflions  the  privilege  muft  extend  to  exempt 
them  even  from  the  judicature  of  Parliament  itfelf : 
As  alfo  before  the  fame  King's  reign,  the  houfe  of 
Commons  never  thought  of  judicature,  as  being  in  the 
nature  of  their  conftitution  uncapable  of  it,  but  fince 
they  are  not  only  become  Judges  of  their  own  pri- 
vileges, condemning  and  imprifoning  their  fellow 
fubjedls  at  plcafure  and  without  an  oath,  and  alfo 
Judges  of  all  eledtions  •,  by  which  very  often  they, 
and  not  the  places,    chufe  their  fellow  members : 

But 
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But  now  it  is  come  to  that,  that  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons pafs  fentence  on  the  Lords  proceedings,  make 
new  crimes  and  add  pre-inftruments  to  them  by  their 
own  authority  :  If  you  will  afk  the  reafon  of  this 
change;  it  is  plain  that  Parliaments  began  \n  Hen, 
VIIl's  time  to  be  longer  than   they   ought;    that 
prince  knowing  that  long  Parliaments  were  fitted  to 
make  great  changes.     They  have  been  too  frequent 
fince,    but  never  of  that  length  as  this ;  befides  all 
this,  the  long  continuance  of  reprefentatives,  renders 
them  liable  to  be  corrupted,  and  won  off  from  the 
publick  intereft  •,  it  gives  them  time  to  fettle  their 
cabals  and  intereft  at  court,    and  takes  away  the 
great  fecurity  the  nation  has  ;  that  if  it  be  poffible  to 
happen  that  the  fpiritual  Lords,   becaufe  of  their 
great  dependance  on  the  crown,  the  popifh  Lords, 
being  under  the  prefTure  of  fo  feVere  laws,  together 
with  the  court-Lords,  and  great  officers,  Ihould  in 
any  future  age  make  up  a  greater  number  of  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  and  fhould  pafs  things  very  preju- 
dicial to  the  publick,  yet  all  fhould  prove  ineffec- 
tual, and  the  nation  remains  fafe  in  an  houfe  of  Com- 
mons lately  chofen,  that  have  not  had  time  to  learn 
new  fentiments,  or  to  put  off  their  old  principles  at  a 
good  market.     How  great  has  been  the  modefty  of 
thisprefent  houfe  of  Commons,  that  having  had  the 
purfe  of  the  nation  thus  long  in  their  handr,  as  be- 
ing thofe  that  firft  began  the  grants  of  fubfidies,  aids, 
&c.  to  the  King,  and  foby  confequence  have  all  the 
addrefles  made  to  them,  whenever  the  wants  of  the 
crown  (which  in  this  adlive  age  are  very  often)  re- 
quire it,  that  they  have  not  made  ufe  of  it,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  publick,  or  to  their  own  advantage ; 
It  was  a  very  high  temptation,    and  might  eafily 
have  rendered  them  in  their  own  opinion  more  than 
Lords  ;  and  they  are  rather  to  be  commended,  that 
they  infifted  on  no  higher  terms  with   the   Lords 
houfe,  than  wondered  at  for  what  they  did  confider- 
ing  the  matter,  ground,  and  the  circumftances  where- 
in 
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in  they  flood  ;  and  yet  they  were  certainly  miftaken, 
and  not  a  little  forgot  themfelves,  when  they  would 
not  allow  the  Lords  houfe  a  power  over  the  fums  in 
any  bill  of  fubfidy  or  aid  that  they  had  once  fet ; 
which  was  not  only  diredlly  contrary  to  the  intereft 
of  the  People  that  chofe  them,  but  againft  the  an- 
cient and  exprefs  rule  and  cuftom  of  Parliament ; 
whereby  it  is  clear,  if  the  Commons  grant  five  fub- 
fidies  and  the  Lords  agree  but  to  four,  that  bill  of 
fublidy  need  not  be  fent  down  to  the  Commons  for 
their  confent  to  fuch  an  alteration.  And  they  cer- 
tainly were  grown  very  high  in  their  own  opinion, 
and  had  a  very  low  efteem  for  the  Lords,  when  they 
neglefted  the  fafety  of  their  beft  friends  in  that  houfe, 
and  did  almoft  with  fcorn  refufe  the  palTing  of  the 
bill  for  the  more  fair  and  equal  trial  of  Peers,  which 
in  feveral  fefTions  was  fent  down  to  them.  How 
great  were  the  apprehenfions  of  all  Ibber  and  wife 
men,  at  every  meeting  of  this  prefent  Parliament 
during  thefe  late  years  ?  and  how  much  is  to  be  a- 
fcribed  to  the  goodnefs  of  our  Prince,  and  to  the  vir- 
tue of  the  members  of  this  prefent  houfe  of  Commons, 
that  honours,  offices,  penfions,  money,  employ- 
ments, and  gifts,  had  not  been  beftowed  and  ac- 
cepted, and  the  government,  as  in  France^  Denmark^ 
and  other  countries,  made  abfolute,  and  at  the  will 
of  the  prince  ?  How  eafily  this  rnay  be  done  in  fu- 
ture ages,  under  fuch  princes,  and  fuch  an  houfe  of 
Commons  as  may  happen,  if  long  and  continued 
Parliaments  be  allowed  for  law,  may  be  made  fome 
rneafure  of  judging  by  this  ;  where,  though  the 
Prince  had  no  defign,  and  the  members  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  have  (hewed  fo  great  candour  and  klf- 
denial,  yet  the  beft  obfervers  are  apt  to  think  that  we 
owe  it  to  the  ftrong  and  oppofite  fadions  at  court, 
that  many  things  of  great  alterations  have  not  pafTed. 
And  moreover,  it  cannot  be  pa  (fed  over  with  fi- 
lencc,  nor  confidered  without  great  thoughts  of 
heart,  to  what  a  price  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 
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Commons  place  is  come.  In  former  times  when  Par- 
liaments were  fliort  and  frequent,  the  members  con- 
ftantly  received  their  wages,  both  from  their  coun- 
ties and  boroughs;  many  of  the  poorer  boroughs 
petitioned  to  be  excufed   from  fending  members,  as 
not  being  able  to  bear  their  charge,  and  were  fo: 
Laws  were  made  in  favour  of  the  gentry,  that  cor- 
porations fhould  compel  none  but  the  freemen  of 
their  own  town  to  ferve  for  them  ;  nay,  you  (hall 
find  in  all  the  ancient  returns  of  writs  for  Knights  of 
the  fiiires,  their  fureties  for  their  appearance  returned 
with  them.     But  now  the  cafe   is  altered,   1500/, 
and  2000/.  and  lately  7000/.    is  a  price  men  pay 
to  be  entrufted :  'Tis  to  be  hoped  the  charity  of  thofe 
worthy  perfons,  and  their  zeal  for  the  publick  in- 
tereft,    has  induced  them  to  be  at  this  expence: 
But  it   were  better  to  be  otherwife;    and  there  is  a 
fcurvy  Englijh  proverb,    That  men  that  buy  dear^ 
cannot  live  hy  felling  cheap.     And  befides  all  thefe, 
the  very  privilege  of  the  members,  and   of  thofe 
they  protedt  in  a  Parliament  of  fo  long  duration,  is 
a  preflure  that  the  nation  cannot  well  fupport  it  felf 
under :    So  many  thoufand   fuits  of  law  ftopt,  fo 
vaft  a  fum  of   money   withheld    from   the  right: 
owners,  fo  great  a  quantity  of  land  unjuftly  poffefied, 
and  in  many  cafes  the  length  of  time  fecuring  the 
pofiTeflion,  and  creating  a  title :    And  it  is  an  obfer- 
vation  not  unworthy  the  making,  that  all  this  extent 
of  privilege  beyond  its  due   bounds  has  firft  rifen 
from  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons :  that 
houfe  to  this  day  pretends  to  forty  days  privilege  be- 
fore and  after  Parliament,  the  houie  of  Lords  but 
twenty,  and   yet  the  privilege  of  Parliament  is  the 
lame  to  both :  And  if  the  houfe  of  Commons  ob- 
tain their  forty  days  to  become  law  and  cuftom,   the 
Lords  will  certainly  enjoy  the  fame  privilege  ;    but 
the  cure  of  this  evil  is  very  eafy  in  frequent  and  fhort 
Parliaments  •,  the  members  will  affedt  no  larger  pri- 
vileges than  are  ncceflary  and  ufeful  to  them  >    for 
2  fuch 
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fuch  as  opprefs  and  injure  others,  cannot  expe<5t  a 
fccond  choice,  and  theprefenttimeis  butfhort. 

To  all  this  there  are  two  objedtions  that  make  a 
great  found,  but  have  really  nothing  of  weight  in 
them:  Thefirft  objedlion  is j  That  the  crown  is  in 
danger  if  you  call  a  new  Parlia7nent  •,  if  thefe  men  be 
in  earneft  that  urge  this,  it  were  to  be  wifhed  they 
would  confider  well  what  are  the  men  are  likely  to 
be  chofen,  and  they  are  not  difficult  to  be  guefs'd  at 
through  the  whole  kingdom  •,  men   of  quality,  of 
eftates,  and  of  the  beft  underftanding;   fuch  will 
never  affedl,  change,  or  difturb  the  King's  govern- 
ment:   A  new  Parliament  will  be  the  nation,  and 
that  will  never  ftick  at  fmall  matters  to  render  them- 
felves  acceptable  to  their  prince.     Would  the  King 
have  acquaintance  with  his  people?  ms  is  his  way. 
Would  he  have  yet  more,  the  love  of  his  people  ? 
*Thus  he  isfure  to  have  it.     Would  the  King  have  a 
confiderable  fum  of  money  to  pay  his  debts,  and 
put  him  at  eafe  ?    Thus  he  cannot  fail  of  it  •,  nay  he 
fhall  have  it  as  a  pledge  of  endearment  between 
him  and  his  people  ;  they  give  it  themfelves,  and 
they  know  the  King  receives  it  as  from  them.     The 
Englijh  nation  are  a  generous  people,  and  have  at 
all  times  exprefled  themfelves  ready  to  fupply  even 
the  humours  and  excefles  of  their  princes,  and  fome 
of  the  beft  beloved  princes  we  have  had  were  fuch 
as  by  war,  or  otherwife,  put  us  to  the  moft  expence : 
Witnefs  Edw.  I.  Edw,  III.  and  Hen,  V.  but  then 
always  they  were  fatisfied  that  the  honour  of  the 
nation  was  preferved  ;  and  whatever  private  or  per- 
fonal  exceffes  the  prince  had,  yet  the  nation  was  fe- 
cure,  there  was  no  defign  upon  them,  neither  fhould 
their  money  or  their  ftrength  be  ufed  againft  them : 
All  this  is  the  happinefs  of  our  prefent  flate  under  our 
moft  gracious  King,     But  how  Ihall  the  people  know 
and  be  fecure  it  is  fo,  but  by  thofe  they  annually 
fend  up  to  Parliament  from    among  themfelves? 
Whereas  if  the  King  fhould  have  a  great  fum  of 
2  money 
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money  given  by  this  Parliament,  it  would  be  look- 
ed upon  as  theirs,  not  as  the  peoples  gift ;  and  the 
beft  of  men  with  their  circumftances  cannot  avoid 
the  fufpicion,  when  they  give  much  to  have  re- 
ceived fome  ;  and  men  will  not  chearfully  undergo 
the  burthen  of  a  tax,  and  their  own  wants  in  the 
time  of  this  general  poverty,  when  they  apprehend 
others  have  the  thanks,  and  perhaps  the  reward  of 
their  fuifcrings. 

The  fecond  objection  is,  with  great  apprehenfions 
and  paflion,  urged  by  theBifhops,  'That  the  Church 
and  the  Parliament  fall  together.  Which  objection, 
how  vain  it  is,  you  will  eafily  confefs,  if  (.is  wc 
faid  before)  the  perfons  who  are  like  to  be  chofen 
be  confidered,  the  diflenting  proteftants  may  very 
probably  find  more  favour  and  eafe,  but  the  church 
can  never  fuffer,  either  in  her  lands  or  dignities  fhe 
now  enjoys,  by  an  houfe  of  Commons  confiding  of 
men  of  the  belt  quality  and  eltates  in  England^  as 
the  next  certainly  will  be.  But,  on  the  other  fide, 
what  do  the  Bifhops  mean  by  this  affertion  ?  Moft 
certainly  it  is  not  their  intent  to  make  the  intereftof 
the  church  and  the  nation  dired  oppofites,  and  in- 
confiftent  one  with  the  other  •,  and  yet  in  faying  this 
they  confefs,  that  this  houfe  of  Commons  are  not  the 
true  reprefentatives  of  thofe  they  (erve  for  -,  that  the 
people  and  they  are  of  different  minds  •,  that  if  they 
were  to  chufe  again,  they  would  chufe  other  men 
of  other  fcntiments  •,  and  it  muft  be  confefled,  that 
whatever  is  not  natural,  is  by  force,  and  muft  be 
maintained  by  force.  A  (landing  Parliament  and  a 
Handing  army  are  like  thofe  twins  that  have  their 
lower  parts  united,  and  are  divided  only  above 
the  navel  \  they  were  born  together,  and  cannot 
long  out-live  each  other.  Certainly  that  man  is  no 
friend  to  the  church,  that  wifhes  a  third  incorporated 
with  thofe  two. 

To  conclude  this  debate,  the  continuance  of  this 
prefent  Parliament  any  longer  is  impra(^ticable ;   the 
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breach  this  houfe  of  Commons  has  made  upon  the 
Lords,  is  as  unhkely  to  be  repaired  with  thefe  pre- 
fent  men,  as  it  is  to  be  renewed  by  another  houfe  of 
Commons  of  a  new 'eledlion.  If  you  confider  the 
power,  the  courtfhip,  and  the  addrefles  that  thefe 
men  have  for  fo  many  years  enjoyed  and  received, 
they  may  almoft  be  forgiven,  if  they  think  them- 
felves  greater  men  than  the  Lords  in  the  higher 
houfe  ;  befides,  it  is  very  well  known  that  many 
ofithe  ableft  and  mofl:  worthy  patriots  amongft  them 
have  carried  this  difference  to  the  greateft  heigth, 
with  this  only  defign,  that  by  this  means  they  might 
deliver  the  nation  from  the  danger  and  prefTure  of  a 
long  continued  Parliament ;  whereas  a  new  chofen 
houfe  of  Commons,  efpecially  if  it  were  fixed,  and 
known  that  it  could  not  remain  long,  could  not  be 
apprehended  to  have  any  affedlation  to  exceed  their 
juft  bounds,  nor  to  renew  a  conteft  where  theintereft 
of  the  people  is  manifeftly  on  the  Lords  fide  •,  for  be- 
fides the  undoubted  right  and  conftant  practice  that 
the  Lords  enjoy  in  the  cafe  of  appeals  from  courts  of 
equity,  all  other  expedients,  when  well  confidered, 
give  the  crown,  the  favourites  and  minifters,  the 
power  over  every  man's  eftate  in  England. 

Thus  you  fee  it  is  the  intereft  of  all  forts  of  men 
to  have  a  new  Parliament :  This  will  give  the  King 
conftant  and  never  failing  fupplies,  with  the  hearts 
and  good  will  of  his  people :  This  will  not  only 
preferve  the  church  in  the  honours,  dignities,  and 
revenues  fhe  now  enjoys,  and  make  her  the  pro/^^n> 
and  afylum  of  all  the  proteftants  through  Europe^ 
but  will  alfo  increafe  the  maintenance  of  the  miniftry 
in  corporations  and  great  towns,  which  is  now  much 
wanting,  and  of  great  concern  to  the  church.  This 
will  procure  the  diffenting  proteftants  eafe,  liberty, 
and  protedion  :  The  papifts  may  juftly  expedl  by 
this,  to  be  diverted  from  that  grievous  prefture  of 
penal  laws  they  lie  under,  if  they  can  be  contented 

with 


A.  i67^.       DEBATES*  179 

with  being  deprived  of  accefs  to  court,  bearing  of- 
fice or  arms  :  The  great  Officers  and  Miniftersmay 
under  this  enjoy  their  places    undifturbed    and  in 
quiet,  and  be  fecure  with  a  moderate  condufl  and 
reafonable  condefcenfions,  to  attain  that  in  a  new 
Parliament,  which  they  have  by  experience  found 
is  impofllble  in  the  old.     In  a  word  there  is  not  to 
be  imagined  an  intereft  againft  this,  unlefs  there  be- 
an  inveterate  party  dill  remaining  in  the  world,  who" 
to  compafij  their  revenge,  and   repair  their  broken 
fortunes,  would   hope  to  fee  the  A^  of  Oblivion  ier 
afide,  and  this  happy  monarchy  turned  into  anab- 
folute,  arbitrary,  military  government ;  but  charity 
bids  us  hope  there  are  no  fuch  men. 

T'he Duke  of  Buckingham*^  Speech  for  a 
Toleration. 

My  Lords^ 

THERE  is  a  thing  called  Liberty^  which 
(whatfoever  fome  men  may  think)  is  that  the 
people  oi  England  arefondeft  of;  it  is  that  they  will 
never  part  with,  and  is  that  his  Majefty  inhisfpeech 
has  promifed  us  to  take  a  particular  care  of.  This, 
my  Lords,  in  my  opinion,  can  never  be  done  with- 
out giving  an  indulgence  to  all  proteftant  diflcnters. 
It  is  certainly  a  very  uneafy  kind  of  life,  to  any 
man  that  has  either  chriftian  charity,  humanity,  or 
good  nature,  to  fee  his  fellow- fubjedls  daily  abufed, 
divefted  of  their  liberties  and  birth-rights,  and  mi- 
ferably  thrown  out  of  their  poffeffions  and  freeholds, 
only  becaufe  they  cannot  agree  with  others  in 
fome  opinions  and  niceties  of  religion,  which  their 
confciences  will  not  give  them  leave  to  confent  to  ; 
and  which,  even  by  the  confeffion  of  thofe  who 
would  impofe  upon  them,  are  no  ways  neceflTary  to 
falvation.  Bui^  myLords^  befides  this,  and  all  that 
may  be  faid  upon  it,  in  order  to  the  improvement 
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of  our  trade,  and  increafe  of  the  wealth  ftrength,  and 
greatnefs  of  this  nation  (which,  with  your  leave,  I 
Ihallprefume  to  difcourfe  of  fome  other  time)  there 
is,  methinks,   in  this  notion   of  perfecution  a  very 
grofs  miftake,   both  as  to  the  point  of  government, 
and  the  point  of  religion.     There   is   fo  as  to  the 
point  of  government,  becaufe  it  makes  every  man's 
fafety  depend  on  the  wrong  place  *,  not  upon  go- 
vernors,  or  man's  living  well  towards  the  civil  go- 
vernment eftablifhed  by  law,  but  upon  his  being 
tranfported  with  zeal  for  every  opinion,  that  is  held 
by  thofe  that  have  power  in  the  church    that   is  in 
fafhion  •,  and  I  conceive  it  is  a  miftake  in  religion, 
becaufe  it  is  pofitively  againft  the  exprefs  doctrine 
and  example  of  Jefus  Chr'ifi,     Nay,  my  Lordu  as 
to  our  proteftant  religion,  there  is  fomething  in  is 
yet  worfe  ;  for  we  proteftants  maintain,  that  none  of 
thofe  opinions,  which  Chriftians    differ  about,  are 
infallible  •,  and  therefore  it  is  in  us  fomewhat  an  in- 
excufable  conception,  that  men  ought  to  be  de[  r  ved 
of  their  inheritance,  and  all  the  certain  conveniencies 
and  advantages  of  life,  becaufe  they  will  not  agree 
with  us  in  our  uncertain  opinions  of  religion.     My 
humble  motion   therefore  to  your    Lordfhips,    is, 
that  you  would  give  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  in- 
dulgence  to  all  proteftant  diffenters.     I  know  very 
well  that  every  Peer  of  this  realm  hath  a   right  to 
bring  into  Parliament  any  bill  he  conceives  to   be 
ufeful  to  this  nation:  But  I  thought  it  more  refpedt- 
ful  to  your  Lordfhips  to  afk  your  leave  before  ;  and 
I  cannot  think  the  doing  of  it  will  be  any  prejudice 
to  the  bill,  becaufe  I  am  confident  the  reafon,  the 
prudence,    and  the  charitablenefs  of  it,  will  be  able 
to  juftify   it  to  this  houfe,  and  the   whole  world. 
Accordingly  the  houfe  gave  his  grace  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  that  purpofe. 

But  this,  and  feveral  other  bills  depending,  were 
totally  interrupted  and  loft  by  the  revival  of  the 

conteft 
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conteft  between  the  two  houfes,   concerning  Dr.  Shir- 
ley and  Sir  John  Fagg, 

y^ Letter  from  a  Parliament-Man,    to  bis 
FRIENp. 

Concerning  the  proceedings  ofthehoufe  of  Commons  this 
loft  Sej/ionsy  begun  the  j^th  (?/"Odtober,  1675. 

Firft  printed  in  the  year  1675. 

SIR, 
T  fee  you  are  greatly  fcandalized   at  our  flow  and 

confufed  proceedings.  I  confefs  you  have  caufe 
enough  -,  but  were  you  but  within  thefe  walls  for 
one  half  day,  and  faw  the  ftrange  make  and  com- 
plexion  that  this  houfe  is  of,  you  would  wonder  as 
much  that  ever  you  wondred  at  it :  For  we  are  fuch 
a  pied  Parliament,  that  none  can  fay  of  what  colour 
we  are  •,  for  we  confift  o^ old  Cavaliers,  old  Round- 
heads, indigent  Courtiers,3.nd  true  country  Gentlemen  ; 
the  two  latter  are  molt  numerous,  and  would  in  pro- 
bability bring  things  to  fome  iflue,  were  they  not 
clogged  with  the  humorous  uncertainties  of  the  for- 
mer. For  l\it  old  Cavalier,  grown  aged,  and  al- 
moft  pad  his  vice,  is  damnably  godly,  and  makes 
his  doating  piety  more  a  plague  to  the  world,  than 
his  youthful  debauchery  was ;  for  he  is  fo  much  a 
bigot  to  the  B  ■  that  he  forces  his  loyalty  to 

llrike  fail  to  his  religion,  and  could  be  content  to 
pare  the  nails  a  little  of  the  civil  government,  foyou 
would  but  let  him  fliarpen  the  ecclefiaftical  talons  ; 
which  behaviour  of  his  fo  exafperates  the  Round- 
head, that  he  on  the  other  hand  cares  not  what  in- 
creafes  the  interefl:  of  the  crown  receives,  fo  he  can 
but  diminifh  that  of  the  mitre  :  So  that  the  Round- 
head had  rather  enflave  the  man,  than  the  confcience  ; 
the  Cavalier  rather  the  confcience,  than  the  man  ; 
N  3  there 
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there  being  a  fufRcient  ftock  of  animofity  as  proper 
matter  to  work  upon. 

Upon  thefe  therefore  the  courtier  mutually  plays : 
For  if  any  anti-court  motion  be  made,  he  gains  the 
Round-heads  either  to  oppofe  or  abfcnt,  by  telling 
them,  If  they  will  join  him  now^  he  will  join  with 
them  for  liberty  of  confcience.  And  when  any  affair 
is  darted  on  the  behalf  of  the  country,  he  aflfures  the 
Cavaliers^  If  they  will  then  jl and  by  him,  he  will  then 
join  with  them  in  promoting  a  bill  againfl  the  Fanaticks, 
Thus  play  they  on  both  hands,  that  no  motion  of  a 
publick  nature  is  made,  but  they  win  upon  the  one 
or  other  of  them  ;  and  by  this  art  gain  a  majority 
againft  the  country  Gentlemen,  which  otherwife  they 
would  never  have :  Wherefore  it  were  happy  that 
we  had  neither  Round-head  nor  Cavalier  in  the 
houfc ;  for  they  are  each  of  them  fo  prejudicate 
againft  the  other,  that  their  fitting  here  fignifies  no- 
thing but  their  foftering  their  old  venom,  and  ly- 
ing in  catch  to  fnap  every  advantage  to  bear  down 
each  other,  though  it  be  to  the  deftrudion  of  their 
country. 

For  if  the  Round-heads  bring  in  a  good  bill,  the 
€ld  Cavalier  oppofes  it ;  for  no  other  reafon,  but 
becaufe  they  brought  it  in.  So  that  as  the  poor 
•Englifh  filk-weavers  are  fain  to  hire  a  Frenchman  to 
fell  their  ribbons  •,  foare  the  Round-heads  a  Cavalier^ 
to  move  for  thofe  bill  they  defire  fhould  pafs; 
which  fours  the  Round-head,  that  he  revenges  that 
carriage  upon  any  bill  the  Cavalier  offers ;  and  the 
rage  and  pafTion  of  the  one  and  other  are  fo  power- 
ful, that  it  blinds  them  both,  that  neither  perceives 
the  advantage  they  give  the  Courtier^  to  abufe  both 
them  and  their  country  too:  So  that  if  either  of 
them  do  any  good,  it  is  only  out  of  pure  envy  a- 
gainfl  the  other.  Thus  you  fee  how  we  are  yoked, 
and  feeing  this,  you  may  ceafe  your  admiration  that 
we  ofier  at  all,  and  do  juft  nothing. 

Nor 
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Nor  is  this  divifion  alone  of  the  houfe,  all  we 
have  to  lament   (for  death,  that  common  cure,  does 
now  every  day  lefien  this  evil)  but   that  which   is 
more  our  mifery  is,  that  thofe  Gentlemen  who  are 
truly  for  the  good  of  their  country,  will  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  ftand  upon  the  fure  bafis  of  rational  prin- 
ciples, (like  workmen  too  prefumptive  of  their  judg- 
ments, that  will  not  build  by  rule)  but  rather  affcd: 
the  moft  loofe  Handing,  on  the  fandy  foundation  of 
heat  and  humour;  by  reafon  of  which  they  often  do 
as  much  harm  as  good,  and  yet  perceive  it  not ; 
this  is  the  fore  evil  we  are  under.     For  I   would  noc 
doubt  the  country's  carrying  it  from  the  court,  in 
every  vote,  let  the   Courtiers  ufe  all  the  art  they 
could,  would  the  country  Gmtlemen  but  give  them- 
felves  the  trouble  to  inform  their  underftandings  a 
little,  and  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  hurried  by  a 
heedlefs  inadvertency  into  vulgar  notions  •,  which,  if 
well  examined,  are  diredly  contrary  to  their  honed 
intentions :  For  lack  of  which  they  totally  miftake 
their  intereft,  fall  foul  on  their  friends,  fupport  their 
enemies,  and  carry  on  the  defigns  of  the  court, 
whilft  they  aim  at    the  fervice  of  their    country. 
For  if  they  would  take  the  pains  but  to  think  what 
is  the  greateft  enemy  in  the  world,  that  Englijh  law 
and  liberty  always  had,  ftill  hath,  and  ever  muft 
have  •,  it  may  be  the  refult  of  fuch  a  thought  would 
fay,  it  was  encroaching  prerogative.     Well,  if  then 
they  would  but  beg  from   themfelves   fo  much  fe- 
rioufnefs,  as  to  think  this  fecond  thought,how  to  check 
this  prerogative,  which  is  fo  dangerous  an  enemy  to 
our  laws  and  liberties,  perad venture  that  thought 
would  anfwer,  In  fupprejfmg  all  they  could  its  creatures 
and  dependents^  and  fupporting  fuch  whofe  intereft  it  is 
to  keep  prerogative  within  itsjuft  hounds.  Now,  could 
they  be  prevailed  with  but  to  think  a  third  thought, 
it  would  land  them  at  the  full  and  fatisfadory  folu  - 
tion  of  the  queftion,  and  would  hold  in  every  thing. 
But  I  will  put  it  in  a  cafe  wherein  we  are  moft  apt 
N  4  Cd 
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to  err,  and  wherein  we  reckon  it  no  lefs  than  piety 
to  play  the  fool,  to  the  end  you  may  fee  how  mile- 
rably  we  are  cheated  and  abufed,  by  fucking  in  the 
untried  notions  that  Education,  the  arts  of  others,  or 
our  own  ignorance  have  inipofed  upon  us. 

The  third  thought  therefore  fhali  be  this  :  Which 
are  moft  the  creatures  and  fuppoi'ters  of  groundlefs 
prerogative,  prelates^  or  dijfenting  proteftajits  ?  The 
anfwer  to  which  muft,  and  can  be  no  otherwife,  the 
prelates.  Well  then,  if  we  would  now  reduce  this 
to  pradice,  and  fay,  the  great  eft  friends  to  preroga- 
tive are  the  prelates^  the  great  eft  enemy  to  our  laws 
and  liberties  is  prerogative  •,  the  only  way  therefore  to 
reftrain  prerogative,  is  to  do,  what?  To  fortify  and 
ftrengthen  the  yoke  of  the  prelates  over  the  neck  of 
the  people?  No  :  (furely  this  were  an  odd  and  a 
barbarous  kind  of  reafoning)  but  to  give  liberty  to 
dijfenting  proteftarJs^  as  the  heft  means  to  keep  up  the 
balance  againft  boundlefs  prerogative.  Forthefe  muft 
and  never  can  be  otherwife  (unlefs  by  accident,  and 
by  miftake)  than  friends  to  liberty  :  But  the  prelates 
neither  are  nor  can  be  otherwife  than  creatures  to 
prerogative ;  for  all  their  promotions,  dignities, 
and  domination  depends  upon  it. 

The  fame  might  be  faid  concerning  the  only  an- 
cient and  true  ftrength  of  the  nation,  the  legal 
militia,  and  a  ftanding  army.  The  militia  muft, 
and  can  never  be  otherwife  than  for  the  Englijb  li- 
berty, becaufe  elfe  it  doth  deftroy  it  felf  •,  but  a 
ftanding  force  can  be  for  nothing  but  prerogative,  by 
whom  it  hath  its  idle  living  and  fubfiftence.  I  could 
inftance  alfo  in  many  other  particulars,  but  our  inad- 
vertency in  this  is  demonftration  enough  how  much 
ws  are  cheated  by  the  common  and  hackney  notions 
impofed  upon  us ;  and  this  is  almoft  thecaufeofall 
the  error  we  commit.  For  mifling  our  true  footing, 
you  f:^e  we  have  run  in  the  miftaken  notion  ofbeing 
for  the  church  fo  long,  till  we  have  almoft  deftroyed 
she  ftate  \  and   advanced  prerogative  fo  much  by 

fupprefling 
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iupprelTing  nonconformity,  that  it's  well  nigh  be- 
yond our  reach  or  power  to  put  a  check  to  it ;  and 
had  not  time,  and  but  an  indifferent  obfervation, 
fliewed  us  how  much  we  wereabufed  in  this  matter, 
and  that  a  lay-contbrmift  and  a  fanatic  can  live  as 
quietly  and  neighbourly  together  (would  the  prelates 
but  fuffer  them)  as  any  in  the  world,  we  had  ruined 
ourfelves  paftall  recovery.  For  by  our  buoying  up 
the  Bilhops  in  the  harfh  and  irreconcilable  fpirit,  in'- 
ftead  of  healing,  we  have  fo  fed  and  nouriJhed  the 
difcontents  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  1  think 
nothing  keeps  the  fire  from  flaming  out  a-frefh  in 
another  inteltine  war,  but  the  bare  circumftance  of 
opportunity  only  ;  and  how  long  that  will  be  able 
to  reftrain  paiTions  that  are  made  wild  by  opprelTion, 
is  worthy  a  ferious  confideration  •,  and  therefore  there 
is  hardly  any  thing  more  a  wonder  to  wife  men,  than 
to  fee  the  clergy  run  at  this  rate  upon  the  difienters. 
"Wherefore  fince  the  non-conformiits  have  given  fo 
large  and  ample  a  teftimony  of  their  willingnefs  to 
live  peaceably,  if  yet  notwithftanding  the  clergy  will 
not  fuffer  them  to  be  quiet  in  their  families  and  their 
houfes,  I  doubt,  they  may  at  one  time  or  other  drive 
them  into  the  field,  and  then  it  may  exceed  their 
divine  art  to  conjure  them  down  again  ;  for  he  fees 
but  little,  that  fees  not  the  EngliJ/j  temper  is  better  to 
be  led  than  driven.  And  therefore  I  think  it  would 
not  be  more  a  vanity  to  compel  the  Ladies  to  wear 
Queen  Elizabelh*s  ruff,  than  to  force  the  nonconfor- 
mifts  to  be  dreft  in  her  religion. 

Nor  yet  are  thefe  all  the  arts  we  are  under:  For 
we  have  a  gang  that  hufi;  and  bear  themfelves  high 
on  the  country  fide,  but  earn  only  for  the  court ; 
thefe  lay  out  their  craft  in  putting  the  houfe  upon 
little  trifling  things,  and  fpend  and  wafte  the  mettle 
thereof  upon  fuch  pitiful  peccadilloes,  as  'tis  next  to 
a  fliame  for  an  Englijh  Parliament  fo  niuch  as  to 
mention.  Thefe  ttart  a  fierce  difpute  about  fome 
little  matter,  and  keep  a  bluller  as  if  none  were  fuch 

faithful 
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faithful  patriots  as  they,  when  they  do  it  on  purpofe 
only  to  while  out  the  time  and  thin  the  houfe,  by 
tiring  the  honed  country  gentry  in  fo  tedious,  fruit- 
lefs,  and  trifling  attendance.  Do  but  move  things 
worthy  a  Parliament  *,  as  that  we  have  our  own  old 
rights  of  annual  Parliaments  afcertained:  That  none 
that  are  or/hall  he  bribed  by  any  place  or  office ^Jhall ever 
fit  in  this  houfe  :  That  Parliaments  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
rogued^ adjourned  or  dijfohed,  till  all  petitions  are 
heardy  and  the  aggrirjances  of  the  people  redrefjed^ 
with  many  things  more  of  as  great  importance ;  O 
then,  forfooth,  their  pretended  loyalty  ("which  in 
plain  English  is  eafily  under ftood)  will  not  abide  fuch 
unmannerly  and  clow nifh  debates  as  thefe,  and  twen- 
ty fuch  little  fhreds  of  nonfenfe  are  impertinently  ur- 
ged inftead  of  argument. 

But  farther,  thefe  country-court  engines,  after  they 
have  taken  the  meafures  of  the  houfe,  at  the  opening 
of  every  feflion ,  by  our  thanks  for  the  gracious  fpeech, 
which  being  the  true  pulfe  of  the  houfe,  if  it  happen 
to  come  fo  hard  as  fpeaks  us  but  faint  and  cool  to  the 
one  thing  neceiTary ,  (the  fuatter  of  the  money)  then  they 
know  what  will  follow,   that  the  court  will  get  no 
grift  that  fefiions  ;  and  though  the  court  in  indigna- 
tion could  turn  them  home  on  the  morrow,  yet  it 
muft  confult  it's  reputation  a  little,  reftrain  it'srefent- 
ments,  and  fuffer  them  to  fit  about  a  fix  weeks,  or 
two  months,  and  then  they  affure  the  court,  fince 
they  can  get  no  good  by  them,  they  fhall  take  no 
harm  •,  and  therefore  to  ftop  them  from  fome  worthy 
undertaking,  by  their  feigned  zeal  againft  court  cor- 
ruptions, put  them  upon  impeaching;fometreafurer, 
counfellor,  or  minifter  of  ftate,  and  having  fpent 
half  our  time  about  this,  the  reft  is  fpent  for  thejclergy 
upon  church  work,  which  we  have  been  fo  often  put 
upon  and  tired  with  thefe  many  fefiions :  Though 
partiality  unbecomes  a  Parliament,  who  ought  to  lay 
the  whole  body  that  we  reprefent  alike  caly,  non- 
conformifts,  as  well  as  conformifts  5  for  we  were 

chofea 
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chofen  by  both,  and  with  that  intention  that  we 
fhould  opprefs  neither.  To  lay  one  part  therefore 
of  the  body  on  a  pillow,  and  the  other  on  a  rack, 
forts  our  wifdom  little,  but  our  juftice  worfe.  You 
now  fee  all  ourfhapes,  fave  only  the  indigents,  con- 
cerning whom  I  need  fay  but  little,  for  their  votes 
are  publicly  faleable  for  a  guinea,  and  a  dinner 
every  day  in  the  week,  unlefs  the  houfe  be  upon 
money,  or  a  minifter  of  ftate  :  For  that  is  their 
harveft  -,  and  then  they  make  their  earnings  fuit  the 
work  they  are  about,  which  inclines  them  mod  con. 
ftantly  as  fure  clients  to  the  court.  For  what  with 
gaining  the  one,  and  faving  the  other,  they  noi;^  and 
then  adventure  a  vote  on  the  country  fide  ;  but  the 
dread  of  difiblution  makes  them  ftrait  tack  about. 
The  only  thing  we  are  obliged  to  them  for,  is,  that 
they  do  nothing  gratis^  but  make  every  tax  as  well 
chargeable  to  the  court  as  burthenfom  to  the  country, 
and  fave  no  man's  neck,  but  they  break  his  purfe. 
And  yet  when  all  is  faid,  did  but  the  country  gentry 
rightly  underftand  the  intereft  of  liberty,  let  the  cour- 
tiers and  indigents  do  what  they  could,  they  might 
yet  at  laft  deferve  the  name  of  a  worthy  Englijh 
Parliament ;  which  that  we  may  do,  is  not  more 
paffionaetly  your  defire,  than  it  alfo  is  of, 

SIR, 

Tour  mqft  humile  Servant, 

J.  E. 


On 
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On  the  2 2d  day  of  November  the  Parlia?nent  was 
prorogued   till  the  i^th  day  of  February   come 

twelve -month. 

J^enth'     ^^^  Parliament  met  acording  to  prorogation^ 
iciTion-  f]2e  i^thday  ^February,    1676-7;  when 

the  King  made  the  following  Jpeech  to  both 

houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  King's  c  jHave  Called  you  together  again  after  a  long 
ipcech.  J  X  prorogation,  that  you  might  have  an  opportu- 
«  nicy  to  repair  the  misfortunes  of  the  laft  feflTion, 
'  and  to  recover  and  reftore  the  right  ufe  of  Parlia- 
'  ments.  The  time  I  have  given  you  to  recoiled: 
'  your  felves  in,  and  to  confider  whither  thofe  dif- 

*  ferences  tend,  v/hich  have  been  fo  unhappily  ma- 
«  naged  and  improved  between  you,   is  enough  to 

*  leave  you  without  all  excufe,  if  ever  you  fall  into 
«  the  like   again.     I  am  now  rcfolved    to  let  the 

*  world  fee,  'That  it  Jhall  not  he  my  faulty  if  they  be 
«  not  made  happy  by  your  confutations  in  Parliament. 

*  For  I  declare  my  felf  very  plainly  to  you,  that  I 

*  am  prepared  to  give  you  all  the  fatisfadion  and 
'  fecurity  in  the  great  concerns  of  the  proteftant  re- 

*  ligion,  as  it  is  eftablifhed  in  the  church  of  England^ 

*  that  fhall  reafonably  be  afked,  or  can  confift  with 

*  chriftian  prudence  ;  and  I  declare  my  felf  as  free- 
«  ly,  that  I  am  ready  to  gratify  you  in  a  farther  fe- 
'  curity  of  your  liberty  and  property  (if  you  can 
«  think  you  want  it)  by  as  many  good  laws  as  you 

*  fhall  propofe,  and  as  can  confift  with  the  fafety  of 

*  the  government,  without  which  th^re  will  neither 

*  be  liberty  or  property  left  to  any  man. 

*  Having  thus  plainly  told  you  what  I  am  ready 

*  to  do  for  you,  I  fhall  deal  as  plainly  with  you  a- 

*  gain,  and  tell  you  what  it  is  I  do  expedl  from  you. 

*  Firft 
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Firft  I  do  expedl  and  require  from  you.  That  all 
occaftons  of  differences  between  the  two  houfeshe  care- 
fully  avoided ;  forelfe  they  who  have  hopes  to  pre- 
vent your  good  refolutions,  will  hope,  by  this 
referve,  to  hinder  them  from  taking  any  effedt. 
And  let  all  men  judge  who  is  moft  for  arbitrary  go- 
vernment, they  that  foment  fuch  differences  as  tend 
to  diflblve  Parliaments;  or  I  that  would  preferve 
this  and  all  Parliaments  from  being  made  \ikM% 
by  fuch  diffentions.  In  the  next  place  I  defire  you 
to  confider  the  necefTity  of  building  more  (hips, 
and  how  much  all  our  fafeties  are  concerned  in  it. 
And  (ince  the  additional  revenue  of  excife  will 
fhortly  expire,  you  that  know  me  to  be  under  a 
great  burden  of  debts,  and  how  hard  a  fhift  I  am 
making  to  pay  them  off  as  faft  as  I  can,  I  hope 
will  never  deny  me  the  continuance  of  this  revenue, 
and  fome  reafonable  fupply  to  make  my  condition 
more  eafy.  And  that  you  may  be  fatisfied  how 
impoffible  it  is  (whatfoever  fome  men  think)  to 
fupport  the  government  with  lefs  than  the  prefent 
revenue,  you  may  at  any  time  fee  the  yearly  efta- 
bliflied  charge ;  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  the 
conftant  and  unavoidable  charge  being  paid,  there 
will  remain  no  overplus  towards  the  difcharging 
thofe  contingencies  which  may  happen  in  all  king- 
doms, and  which  have  been  a  confiderable  charge 
to  me  this  laft  year.  To  conclude,  I  do  recom- 
mend to  you  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  in  pro- 
viding fome  greater  ftrength  at  fea  ;  and  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  kingdom,  in  afTi fling  the  necefTary 
charge  and  fupport  of  the  government.  And  if 
any  of  thefe  good  ends  fhould  happen  to  bedifap- 
pointed,  I  call  God  and  men  to  witnefs  this  day, 
That  the  misfortune  of  that  difap point  juent  Jhall  not 
lie  at  my  door.     The  reft  I  refer  to  the  Chancellor. 
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Whereupon  the  Chancellor  made  a  long  and  eloquent 
Speech^  the  greateft  part  of  which  feems  necejfary 
to  be  rememhred. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  Chan-  "D  Y  the  moft  gracious  pleafure  of  the  King, 
""gj^''  JD  You  are  herein  again  aflembled  to  hold  another 
feflion  of  this  Parliament ;  wherein  the  King  ex- 
pe6ts  your  advice  and  your  affiftance  •,  your  advice 
in  matters  of  the  higheft  deliberation,  your  afTifta nee 
in  matters  of  extreme  and  prefTing  difficulty.  Your 
deliberations  will  chiefly  be  exercifed  about  thofe 
things  which  belong  to  your  peace,  the  peace  of  the 
church,  and  the  peace  of  the  ftate  ;  two  confide- 
rations  fo  clofe  a  connexion  between  themfelves, 
that  in  the  very  original  writ  offummons^  by  virtue 
of  which  you  ftill  fit  here,  they  are  jointly  recom- 
mended to  your  counfel  and  your  care.  The  peace 
of  the  church  is  harder  to  preferve  than  the  peace 
of  the  ftate  *,  for  they  who  defire  innovations  in  the 
ftate  moft  commonly  begin  the  attempt  upon  the 
church.  And  by  this  means  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
the  peace  of  the  church  is  fo  often  difturbed,  not 
only  by  thofe  poor  miftaken  fouls,  who  deferve  to 
be  pitied,  but  by  malicious  and  defigning  men,  who 
deferve  to  be  punifhed :  And  while  things  continue 
in  this  eftate,  it  cannot  be  avoided  but  that  the  laws 
which  are  neceffary  to  reftrain  the  malicious,  muft 
and  will  fometimes  difquict  and  wound  thofe  that 
are  weak.  What  remedies  are  fit  for  this  difeafe, 
whether  the  fault  be  in  the  laws,  or  the  men,  in  the 
men  that  fhould  obey,  or  in  the  men  thatfhould  ex- 
ecute -,  whether  the  cure  be  a  work  of  time  and 
patience,  or  of  zeal  and  diligence  •,  or  whether  any 
new  expedient  can  be  found  to  fecure  the  fhip  from 
that  ftorm  which  the  fwelling  of  two  contrary  tides 
feems  to  threaten,  is  wholly  left  to  your  advice  : 
The  King  hath  called  you  for  that  end,  and  doubts 

noc 
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not  but  your  counfels  will  be  fuch  as  fliall  tend  to 
fafety  and  to  eftablifhment. 

The  Peace  of  the  ftate  requires  as  much  of  your 
care  and  vigilance  too  :  Our  peace  at  home,  and  our 
peace  abroad.  As  for  that  abroad,  we  are  at  this 
time,  blefled  be  God  for  his  mercy  to  us,  and  the 
King  for  his  care  of  us,  in  perfedt  peace  with  all 
nations  upon  earth :  Such  a  peace  as  makes  us  the 
envy  of  the  chriftian  world,  and  hath  enabled  us  to 
do  ourfelves  right againft  the  infidels:  Such  a  peace 
as  brings  with  it  all  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  deferves 
not  only  our  prayers  for  the  continuance  of  it,  but 
our  bed  and  mod  watchful  care  that  nothing  may  be 
done  on  our  part  to  give  it  an  interruption.  But 
then  we  muft  confider  again,  that  our  peace  abroad 
will  not  fubfift  any  longer  than  while  we  maintain 
our  peace  at  home  :  For  without  this  no  kingdom 
can  be  able  to  a6t  in  its  full  ftrength ;  and  without 
that  the  friend  fhip  or  enmity  of  any  nation  ceafes  to 
be  confiderable  to  its  neighbours.  Now  'tis  a  great 
and  dangerous  miftake  in  thofe,  who  think  the  peace 
at  home  is  well  enough  preferved,  fo  long  as  the 
fword  is  not  drawn  •,  whereas  in  truth  nothing  de- 
ferves the  name  of  peace  but  unity  :  Such  an  unity 
as  flows  from  an  unfhaken  truft  and  confidence  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  people,  from  a  due  reve- 
rence and  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  his  govern- 
ment, from  a  religious  and  awful  care,  not  to  re- 
move the  ancient  land-marks,  not  to  difturb  thofe 
conftitutions  which  time  and  the  public  convenience 
hath  fettled,  from  a  zeal  to  preferve  the  whole 
frame  and  order  of  the  government  upon  the  old 
foundations,  and  from  a  perfed  deteftation  and  ab- 
horrency  of  all  fuch  as  are  given  to  change :  What- 
ever falls  fhort  of  this,  falls  ihort  of  peace  too. 
If  therefore  there  be  any  endeavours  to  renew,  nay 
if  th^re  be  not  all  polTible  endeavours  to  extinguifh 
the  memory  ofall  former  provocations  and  offences, 
and  the  occafions  of  the  like  for  the  future  j  fhall  we 
I  call 
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call  this  peace,  becaufe  it  is  not  war,  or  becaufemtrn 
do  not  yet  take  the  field  ?  As  wtJl  may  we  call  it 
heallh,  when  there  is  a  dangerous  fermentation  in 
the  blood  and  fpirits,  becaule  the  patient  hath  not 
yet  taken  his  bed. 

Then  laying  open  the  difficulties  with  relation  to 
the  weaknefs  of  the  fleet  and  the  King's  particular 
debts,  he  proceeded  thus :  One  difficulty  more  there 
is,  without  which  all  the  reft  were  none,    and  that 
is  the  (Irange  diffidence  and  diftruft,  which,  like  a 
general  infedlion,  begins  to  fprcadit  felf  through  all 
the  corners  of  the  land.     Much  of  this  rifcs  from  the 
artifice  of  ill  men,  who  create  and  nourifli  all   the 
fufpicions  they  can  devife  •,  but  the  cure  of  it  lies 
perfedly  in  your  hands  •,  for  all  will  prefendy  vanifh 
as  foon  as   men  fhall  fee   your  acquiefcence,    and 
the  fruits  of  it,  in  a  chearful  concurrence  with   his 
Majefty  to  all  thefe  good  and  public  ends  which 
he  hath  now  fo  earneftly  recommended  to  you.     It 
would  be  fomewhat  ftrange,    and  without  all  ex- 
ample in  ftory,  that  a  nation  fhould  be  twice  ruined, 
twice  undone,  by  the  felf-fame  ways  and  means,  the 
fame  fears  and  jealoufies.     Will  any  man  that  but 
gives  himlelf  leave  to  think,  refufe  to  enjoy  and  take 
comfort  in  the  bleffings  that  are   prefent,  only  for 
fear  of  future  changes  and  alterations  ?  Surely  it  is 
enough   for  any  kingdom,    and   more  than    moft 
kingdoms  of  the  world  can  boaft  of,  to  have  their 
affairs  brought  into  fuch  condition,  that  they  may,  in 
all  human  probability  and  unlefs  by  their  own    de- 
fault, continue  a  long  time  fafe  and  happy.     Future 
contingencies  are  not  capable  of  any  certain  profpedt : 
A  fecurity  beyond  that  of  human  probability,  no 
nation  ever  did  or  ever  (hall  attain  to.     If  a  king- 
dom be  guarded  by  nature  againft  all  dangers  from 
without,  and   then  will  rely  too  much  upon  what 
nature  hath  done   for  them;    if    a  kingdom  be 
warned   and   cautioned   from  all   dangers   within, 
by  former  experiences  i    if  a  kingdom  be  power- 
ful 
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ful  in  fhiping  and  navigation,  and  then  fee  their 
neighbours  endeavouring  to  over-power  them  that 
way,  without  being  felicitous  to  augment  and  re- 
inforce their  own  naval  flrength  •,  if  a  kingdom  be 
happy  in  the  frequent  alTembJies  of  their  great  coun- 
cils, where  all  ihat  is  grievous  m.^y  be  redreiTed^ 
and  all  that  is  wanting  may  be  enaded^  and  then 
will  render  thofe  councils  uftlefs  and  impradicable, 
by  continuing  endlefs  diftradions ;  who  can  wonder 
if  their  affairs  (hould  begin  to  be  lefs  profperous, 
when  otherwile,  humanly  fpeaking,  and  in  ail  com- 
mon probability^  their  condition  would  have  been 
out  of  the  reach  of  fortune,  and  their  fecurity  in  a 
manner  impregnable? 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^  If  the  prefacing  malice 
of  our  enemies  fhould  portend  any  luch  fate  as  this 
to  befall   us,  the  wifdom  and  magnanimity  of  this 
great  council  will  quickly  be  too  hard  for  all  their 
auguries :  The  honour  and  loyalty   of  this  auguft 
and  venerable  affembly  will  leave  no  kind  of  room 
for  fuch  divinations.     You  that  have  the  happinefs 
to  live  under  fo  excellent  a  monarchy^  fo  admirable 
a  conftitution  and  temper  of  government :  You  than 
remember  what  the  want  of  this  government  coft 
us,  and  the  miferable  defolations  which  attended  it, 
have  all  the  motives,  and  are  under  all  poffible  ob- 
ligations  to  fecure  and   advance  the  interelt  of  it. 
The  King  on  his  part  meets  you  with  fo  open  and 
full  a  heart,  and  fo  abfolutely  refolved  to  do  his  ut- 
mofl:  to  glad  the  hearts  of  his  people,  that  it  mufl:  be 
the  ftrongeft  infelicity  in  the  world,  if  either  he  or  his 
fubjedts  fhould  meet  with  anydifappointments  here. 
For  the  King  hath  no  defires  but  what  are  publick, 
no  ends  or  aim  which  terminate  in  himfelf ;  all  his 
endeavours  are  fo  entirely  bent  upon  the  welfare  of 
his  whole  dominions,  that  he  doth   not  think  any 
man  a  good  fubjedt  who  doth  not  heartily  love  his 
country  :  And  therefore  let  no  man  pafs  for  a  good 
patriot,  who  doth  not  heartily   love  and  ferve  his 

VoLeL  O  Prince, 
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prince.  Private  men  indeed  are  fubjedl  to  be  mifled 
by  private  interefts,  and  may  entertain  fome  vain 
and  (lender  hopes  of  iurviving  the  publick  ;  but 
a  Prince  is  fure  to  fall  with  it,  and  therefore  can 
never  have  any  interefts  divided  from  it.  To  live 
and  die  with  the  King  is  the  higheft  profelTion  a  fub- 
jcdt  can  make,  and  (ometimes  it  is  a  profeflion  only 
and  no  more  -,  but  in  a  King  it  is  an  abfolute  ne- 
cefiity,  it  is  a  fate  inevitable,  that  he  muft  live  and 
die  with  his  people.  Away  then  with  all  the  vain 
imaginations  of  thofe  who  infufe  a  mifbelief  of  the 
government-,  away  with  all  thofe  ill  meant  diftinc- 
tions  between  the  court  and  the  country,  between  the 
natural  and  the  politic  capacity  *,  and  let  us  all  who 
go]about  to  perluade  others  that  there  arcfeveral  inte- 
refts have  a  care  of  that  precipice  to  which  fuch  prin- 
ciples may  lead  them  :  For  the  firft  men  that  ever  be- 
gan to  diftinguifti  of  their  duty,  never  left  ofFtill  they 
had  quite  diftinguiftied  themfelves  out  of  their  al- ' 
legiance.  Let  no  contention  then  come  near  this 
place,  but  that  of  a  noble  emulation  who  (hall  ferve 
his  country  beft,  by  well  ferving  of  the  King  •,  Jet 
no  paflions  enter  here,  but  that  of  a  pious  zeal  to 
lay  hold  upon  all  opportunities  of  promoting  the 
honour  and  fervjce  of  the  crown,  till  our  enemies 
defpair  of  ever  profiting  by  any  diforders  amongfl: 
us.  And  let  all  who  pray  for  the  long  life  and 
profperity  of  the  King  add  their  endeavours  to 
their  prayers,  and  ftudy  to  prolong  this  facred  life, 
hy  giving  him  all  the  joys  of  heart  which  can  arijefrom 
the  demonft  rations  of  the  lively  arid  the  warm  affections 
of  his  people. 

This  rhetorical  fpeech  was  fhortly  after  fucceeded 
by  one  of  another  kind,  delivered  by  the  duke  of 
Buckingham ^"^ho  before  had  been  prepared  to  difpute 
the  validity  and  efTence  of  the  prefent  Parliament ; 
therefore  as  foon  as  the  Commons  were  withdrawn 
from  the  upper  houfe,  and  a  bill  offered  to  be  read, 
his  grace  ftood  up,  and  with  great  brilknefs  defired 
to  be  heard  firft.  The 


A.  i677-        DEBATES.  19 

The  Duke  ^ Buckingham'^  Speech  in  the 
hoiife  of  Lords^  to  prove  the  Parliament 
dijjblved. 


I 


My  Lords^ 

Have  often   troubled    your  Lordfhips  with  myTheDuire 

difcourfe  in  thishoufe  ;   but  I  confefs  I  never  ^^^tam^tr^f^h. 


It  with  more  trouble  to  my  felf,  than  I  do  at  this 
time,  for  I  fcarce  know  where  I  fhould  begin,  or 
what  I  have  to  fay  to  your  Lordfhips :  On  the  ons 
fide,  I  am  afraid  of  being  thought  an  unquiet  and 
pragmatical  man  •,  for  in  this  age  every  man  that 
cannot  bear  every  thing,  is  called  unquiet ;  and  he 
that  does  afk  queftions,  for  which  we  ought  to  be 
concerned,  is  looked  upon  as  pragmatical.  On  the 
other  fide,  I  am  more  afraid  of  being  thought  a 
difhoneft  man  ;  and  of  all  men,  I  am  mod  afraid  of 
being  thought  fo  by  my  felf;  for  every  one  is  the 
beft  judge  of  the  integrity  of  his  own  intentions  i 
and  tho'  it  does  not  always  follow,  that  he  is  prag- 
matical whom  others  take  to  be  fo,  yet  this  never 
fails  to  be  true,  that  he  is  mod  certainly  a  knave 
who  takes  him  felf  to  be  fo,  No  body  is  anfwerable 
for  more  underftanding  than  God  Almighty  has  gi- 
ven him  •,  and  therefore,  tho'  I  fliould  be  in  the 
wrong,  if  I  tell  your  Lordfhips  truly  and  plainly 
what  I  am  really  convinced  of,  I  fhall  behave  my  felf 
like  an  honeft  man  :  For  it  is  my  duty,  as  long  as  I 
have  the  honour  to  fit  in  this  houfe,  to  hide  nothing 
from  your  Lordfhips,  which  I  think  may  concern  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  your  Lordfhips  intereft,  or  the 
good  and  quiet  of  the  people  of  England. 

The  queftion,  in  my  opinion,  which  now  lies 
before  your  Lordfhips  is  not  what  we  are  to  do, 
but  whether  ac  this  time  we  can  do  any  thing  as  a 
Parliament,  it  beii)g  very  clear  to  me  that  the  Par- 
liament is  diffolved  :  And  if  in  this  opinion,  I  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  miftaken,  I  have  another  mif- 
O  2  fortune 
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fortune  joined  to  it,  for  I  define  to  maintain  the  ar- 
gument with  all  the  Judges  and  Lawyers  in  England^ 
and  leave  it  afterwards  to  your  Lordfhips  to  decide 
whether  I  am  in  the  right  or  no.     This,  my  Lords, 
I  fpeak  not  out  of  arrogance,  but  in  my  own  jufti- 
fication,  becaufe  if  I  were  not  thoroughly  convinced 
that  what  I  have  now  to  urge,  is  grounded  upon  the 
fundamental  laws  of  England^  and  that  the  not  pref- 
fing  it  at  this  time  might  prove  to  be    of  a  mod 
dangerous  confequence,  both  to  his  Majefty  and  the 
whole  nation,  1  (hould  have  been  loth  to  ftart  a  no- 
tion, which  perhaps  may  not  be  very  agreeable  to 
fome  people.  And  yet,  my  Lords,  when  I  confider 
where  I  am,  whom  I  now  fpeak  to,  and  what  was 
fpoken  in  this  place  about  the  time  of  the  laft  Pro- 
rogation, I  can  hardly  believe  what   I  have  to  fay 
will  be  diftaftful  to  your  Lordfhips. 

I  remember  very  well,  how  your  Lordfhips  were 
then  difpleafed  wdth  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  I 
remember  too  as  well,  what  reafons  they  gave  to 
you  to  be  fo.     It  is  not  fo  long  fince,  but  that  I  fup- 
pofe  your  Lordfhips   may  call  to  mind,  that  after 
feveral    odd   paifages  between  us,  your  Lordfhips 
were  fo  incenfed,  that  a  motion  was  made  here  for 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  about  the  difTolution  of 
this  Parliament  •,  and  though  it  failed  of  being  car- 
ried in  th  e  affirmative  by  two  or  three  voices,  yet 
this  in  the  debate  was  remarkable,  that  it  prevailed 
much  with  the  major  part  of  your  Lordfhips  that 
were  here  prefent,  and   w^as  only  overpowered  by 
the  proxies  of  thofe  Lords  who  never  heard  the  ar- 
guments.    What   change   there  has  been  fince,  ei- 
ther in  their  behaviour,  or  in  the  ftate  of  our  affairs, 
that  fhould  make  your  Lordfhips  change  your  opi- 
nion, I  have  not  yet  heard.     And  therefore  if  I  can 
make  it  appear  fas  I  prefume  I  fhall)  that  by  law 
the  Parliamient  isdiffolved,  I  prefume  your  Lord- 
fhips ought  not  to  be  oflended  at  me  for  it. 

Ihave 
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I  have  often  wondered  how  it  fhould  come  to  pafs 
that  this  houfe  of  Commons,  in  which  there  are  fo 
many  honeft,  and  fo  many  worthy  gentlemen, 
fhould  yet  be  lefs  refpedtful  to  your  Lordfhips,  as 
certainly  they  have  been,  than  any  houfe  of  Com* 
mons  that  were  ever  chofen  \n  England  \  and  yet  if 
the  matter  be  a  little  enquired  into,  the  reafon  of  it 
will  plainly  appear.  For,  my  Lords,  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  houfe  of  Commons  is  changed  \  they 
do  not  think  now  that  they  are  an  aflembly  that  are 
to  return  to  their  own  homes,  and  become  private 
men  again  fas  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  an- 
cient conftitution  of  Parliaments  they  ought  to  be) 
but  they  look  upon  themfelves  as  aftanding  fenate, 
and  as  a  number  of  men  picked  out  to  be  legiflators 
for  the  reft  of  their  lives.  And  if  that  be  the  cafe, 
my  Lords,  they  have  reafon  to  believe  themfelves 
our  equals.  But  my  Lords,  it  is  a  dangerous  thing 
to  try  new  experiments  in  a  government :  Men  do 
not  forefee  the  ill  confequences  that  muft  happen, 
when  they  go  about  to  alter  thofe  efTential  parts  of 
it  upon  which  the  whole  frame  depends,  as  now  in 
our  cafe,  the  cuftoms  and  conftitutions  of  Parlia- 
ment: For  all  governments  are  artificial  things,  and 
every  part  of  them  has  a  dependance  one  upon  ano- 
ther. And  with  them,  as  with  clocks  and  watches, 
if  you  fnould  put  great  wheels  in  the  place  of  little 
ones,  and  little  ones  in  the  place  of  great  ones,  all 
the  movement  would  ftand  ftill :  So  that  we  cannot 
alter  any  one  part  of  a  government  without  preju- 
dicing the  motions  of  the  whole.    - 

If  this,  my  Lords,  were  well  confidered,  people 
would  be  more  cautious,  how  they  went  out  of  the 
old,  honeft,  Englifb  way  and  method  of  proceeding. 
But  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  find  faults,  and  therefore 
if  your  Lordfhips  will  give  mc  leave,  I  fliall  goon 
to  fhew  you  why,  in  my  opinion,  we  are  at  thh  time 
no  Parliament,  The  ground  of  this  opinion  of  mine 
is  taken  from  the  ancient  and  unqueftlonable  fta- 
O  3  tutes 
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tutes  of  this  realm,  and  give  melieave  to  tell  your 
Lord  (hips,  by  the  way.  That  Jlatutes.  are  noi  like 
ijoomen^for  they  are  not  one  jot  the  worfe  for  being  old. 
The  firft  ftature  that  I  fhaJl  take  notice  of  is  that  in 
the  4th  year  of  Edzvardlll,  chap,  14.  thus  fcC 
down  in  the  printed  book  :  Item,  //  is  accorded  that 
a  Parliament  Jhall  he  hoi  den  every  year  once^  and 
more  oft  en  ^  if  need  he.  Now  though  thefe  words  are 
as  plain  as  a  pike-ltaff,  and  no  man  living,  that  is 
not  a  Scholar,  could  poffibly  miftake  the  meaning 
of  them,  yet  the  grammarians  of  thofe  days  dici  make 
a  fhifc  to  explain,  that  the  words,  if  need  he^  did 
relate  as  well  to  the  words  every  year  once^  as  to  the 
words  more  often  \  and  fo  by  this  grammatical 
v/himfey  of  theirs  have  made  this  itatute  to  fignify. 
juft  nothing  at  all.  For  this  reafon,  my  Lords, 
in  the  36th  year  of  the  fame  King's  reign,  a  new 
adt  of  Parliament  was  made,  in  which  thofe  unfor- 
tunate words,  iffieed  be^  are  left  out,  and  that  adl  of 
Parliament  relating  to  Magna  Charta  and  other  fta- 
tutes,  made  for  the  publick  good.  Item,  For 
maintenance  of  thefe  articles  andftatutes,  and  the  re^ 
drefs  of  divers  mtfchiefs  and  grievances^  which  daily 
happen^  a  Parliament  flo all  he  holden  every  year,  as  at 
other  time  was  ordained  by  another  ftatute.  Here 
now,  my  Lords,  there  is  not  left  the  leaft  colour  or 
fhadow  for  miftake,  for  it  is  plainly  declared,  that: 
thtYJ\v\^^o^  England  muft  call  a  Parliament  once 
within  a  year  ;  and  the  reafons  why  they  are  bound 
to  do  fo,  areas  plainly  fet  down,  namely,  For  the 
maintenance  of  Magna  Charta  and  other  fiatutes  of  the 
fame  importance^  and  for  preventing  the  mifchiefs  and 
grievances  which  daily  happen. 

The  queftion  then  remaineth,  Whether  thefe 
ftatutes  have  been  (ince  repealed  by  any  other  fta- 
tutes  or  no?  The  only  ftatutes  I  ever  heard  men- 
tioned for  that,  are  the  two  triennial  hills^  the  one 
made  in  the  laft  King's  and  the  other  in  this  King's 
%  reign . 
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reign.  The  triennial  hill  in  the  Jaft  King's  reign, 
was  made  for  the  confirmation  of  the  two  above- 
mentioned  ftatutes  of  Edward  III.  for  Parliaments 
having  been  omitted  to  be  called  every  year  accor- 
ding  to  thofe  ftatutes,  a  ttatute  was  made  in  the  lad 
King's  reign  to  this  purpofe,  'That  if  the  King  Jhould 
fail  of  calling  a  Parliament^  according  to  the  fiatuies 
of  Edward  III.  then  the  third jear  the  people  fhoiild 
meet  of  themfelves,  without  any  writs  at  all,  and 
chufe  their  Parliament-men.  This  way  of  the 
peoples  chufmg  Parliament-men  of  themfelves,  be- 
ing thought  difrefpedful  to  the  King,  a  ftatute  was 
made  in  this  laft  Parliament,  which  repealed  the 
triennial  hills  and  after  the  repealing  claufe  (which 
took  notice  only  of  the  triennial  hill  made  in  the  lad 
King's  reign,)  there  was  in  this  ftatute  a  paragraph 
to  this  purpofe:  l^hat  hecaufe  hy  the  ancient  flati^.tes  of 
the  realm ^  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  Parlia- 
ments are  to  he  held  very  often  ^  it  fhould  he  enable dy 
that  within  three  years  after  the  determination  of  that 
prefent  Parliament^  Parliaments  fhould  72ot  hedifcoju 
tt7tued  ahcve  three  years  at  mofty  and  fJoould  heholden 
oftener  if  need  required.  There  have  been-  feverai 
half  kind  of  arguments  drawn  outof  thefe  triennial 
htlls^  againft  the  ftatutes  of  Edward  III.  which  I 
confefs  I  could  never  remember,  nor  indeed  thofe 
that  urged  them  to  me  ever  durft  own :  For  they 
always  laid  their  faults  upon  fome  body  elfe,  like 
ugly  foolifh  children,  whom  becaufe  of  their  de- 
formity and  want  of  wit,  the  parents  are  afhamed  of, 
and  fo  turn  them  out  on  the  parifh. 

But,  my  Lords,  let  the  arguments  be  what  they 
will,  I  have  this  ftiort  anfwer  to  all  that  can  be 
wrefted  out  of  thefe  triennial  hills ^  ^hat  the  firfl 
triennial  bill  was  repealed^  hefore  the  matter  now 
difputed  of  was  in  queflion ;  and  the  laft  triennial  bill 
will  not  he  in  force  till  the  queflion  he  decided,  that  is, 
till  the  Parliament  is  diffolved.  The  whole  matter, 
my  Lords,  is  reduced  to  this  (hort  dilemma,  either 
O  4  the 
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the  Kings  of  £;z^toi  are  bound  by  the  adls  above- 
mentioned  of  £//L£;jri^lIL  or  elfe  the  whole  govern- 
ment of  England  by  Parliaments,  and  by  the  law 
above,  is  abfolutely  at  an  end  :  For  if  the  Kings  of 
England  have  power,  by  an  order  of  theirs,  to  inva^ 
jidate  an  ad:  made  for  the  maintenance  of  M^^;?^ 
Charta^  they  have  alfo  power,  by  an  order  of  theirs, 
to  invalidate  A/j^;/^  Ci?^^/^  itfelf;  and  if  they  have 
power,  by  an  order  of  theirs,  to  invalidate  the  fta- 
tute  itfelf,  de  Tallagio  non  concedendo  ;  then  they 
may  not  only,  without  the  help  of  a  Parliament, 
raife  money  when  they  pleafe,  but  alfo  take  away 
any  man's  eftate  when  they  pleafe,  and  deprive 
every  one  of  his  liberty  or  life  as  they  pleafe. 

This,  my  Lords,  I  think  is  a  power  that  no 
Judge  or  Lawyer  will  pretend  the  Kings  o^ England 
have;  and  yet  this  power  muft  be  allowed  them, 
or  elfe  v/e  that  are  met  here  this  day  cannot  a<5t  as  a 
Parliament.  For  we  are  now  met  by  virtue  of  the 
Jaft  prorogation,  and  that  prorogation  is  an  order  of 
the  King's,  point-blank  contrary  to  the  two  a6ts  of 
Edward  III.  for  the  adts  fay,  That  a  Parliament 
Jhallbe  holden  once  within  a  year ;  and  the  prorogation 
faith,  A  Parliament  Jhall  not  he  held  within  ayear^ 
hut  fome  months  after  %  and  this  (I  conceive)  is  a 
plain  contradidion,  and  confequently,  that  the  pro- 
rogation is  void.  Now  if  we  cannot  a6t  as  a  Par- 
liament, by  virtue  of  the  laft  prorogation,  I  be- 
{tQch  your  Lordlliips  by  virtue  of  what  elfe  can  we 
ad:?  Shall  we  ad:  by  virtue  of  the  King's  procla- 
mation ?  Pray,  my  Lords,  how  fo  ?  Is  a  procla- 
mation of  more  force  than  a  prorogation  ?  Or  if 
a  tiling  that  hath  been  ordered  the  firlt  time  be  not 
valid,  dorh  the  ordering  it  the  fecond  time  make  ic 
good  in  law  ,^  I  have  heard  indeed,  'That  two  nega- 
tives inade  an  affirmative  -,  but  I  never  heard  before 
that  two  nothings  ever  made  any  thing. 

Weil,  but  how  then  are  we  met  ?  Is  it  by  our 
Qwn  adjournment?  I  fuppoie  no  body  h^s  the  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  to  fay  that :  Which  way  then  is  it  ?  Do  we 
meet  by  accident  ?  That  I  think  may  be  granted, 
but  an  accidental  meeting  can  no  more  make  a  Par- 
liament, than  an  accidental  clapping  a  crown  upon 
a  man's  head  can  make  a  King.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  ceremony  required  to  give  a  matter  of  that 
moment  a  legal  fandion.  The  laws  have  repofed 
fo  great  a  truft,  and  fo  great  a  power  in  the  hands 
of  a  Parliament,  that  every  circumftance  relating  to 
the  manner  of  their  eledling,  meeting,  and  pro- 
ceeding, is  looked  after  with  the  nicefl:  circumfpec- 
tion  imaginable.  For  this  reafon  the  King's  writs 
about  the  fummons  of  Parliament  are  to  be  iffued 
out  verbatim^  according  to  the  form  prefcribed  by 
the  law,  or  elfe  that  Parliament  is  void  and  null. 
For  the  fame  reafon,  if  a  Parliament  fummoned  by 
the  King's  writ,  do  not  meet  the  very  fame  day  that 
it  is  ■  fummoned  to  meet  upon,  that  Parliament  is 
void  and  null :  And,  by  the  fame  reafon,  if  Par- 
liaments be  not  legally  adjourned,  de  die  in  diemy 
thofe  Parliaments  muft  be  alfo  void  and  null. 

Oh !  but  fome  fay.  There  is  nothing  in  the  two 
2id.s  of  Edward  III.  to  take  away  the  King's  power 
of  prorogation,  and  therefore  the  prorogation  is 
good.  My  Lords,  under  favour,  this  is  a  very 
grofs  miftake:  for,  pray  examine  the  words  of  the 
ad  *,  The  a£l  fays,  A  Parliament  Jhall  he  holden  once 
a  year  \  now  to  whom  can  thefe  words  be  direded, 
but  to  them  who  are  to  call  a  Parliament  P  And 
who  are  they  but  the  Kings  of  England  F  It  is  very 
true,  this  does  not  take  away  the  King's  power  of 
proroguing  Parliaments,  but  it  moft  certainly  limits 
it  to  be  within  a  year.  Well  then,  but  it  is  faid 
again,  if  that  prorogation  be  null  and  void,  then 
things  are  juft  as  they  were  before,  and  therefore  the 
Parliament  is  ftill  in  being.  My  Lords,  I  confefs 
there  would  be  fome  weight  in  this,  but  for  one 
thing,  which  is,  that  not  one  word  of  it  is  true: 
For  if  when  the  King  l^ad  prorogued  us^  we  had 

taken 


Parliamentary  A.  1 677^ 
taken  no  notice  of  the  prorogation,  but  had  gone  on 
like  a  Parliament,  and  had  adjourned  ourfeJves  de 
die  in  diem  •,  then,  I  confefs,  things  had  been  jufl  as 
they  were  before :  But  fince  upon  the  prorogation 
we  went  away,  and  took  no  care  of  our  felves  for 
our  meeting  again,  if  we  cannot  meet  and  ad:  by 
virtue  of  that  prorogation,  there  is  an  impoflibility 
of  our  meeting  and  ading  any  other  way.  One 
may  as  properly  fay,  that  a  man  that  is  killed  by 
aflault  is  (till  alive,  becaufe  he  was  killed  unlaw- 
fully, as  that  the  Parliament  is  ftill  alive  becaufe 
the  prorogation  was  unlawful.  The  next  argument 
that  tho.^e  are  reduced  to,  who  would  maintain  this 
to  be  yet  a  Parliament,  is,  that  the  Parliament  is 
prorogued  fwe  die ^  and  therefore  the  King  may  call 
them  again  by  proclamation.  In  the  firft  part  of 
this  prcDofition  I  fhall  not  only  agree  with  them, 
but  alfo  do  them  the  favour  to  prove,  that  it  is  fo 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  which  1  never  heard  they 
have  yet  done  *,  for  the  ftatutes  fay,  That  a  Parlia- 
ment /hall  he  boldest  once  in  a  year  •,  and  the  proroga- 
tion having  put  them  off  till  a  day  without  the  year, 
and  confequentjy  excepted  againft  by  the  law,  that 
day,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  is  no  day  at  all,  that 
is,  fme  die  5  and  the  prorogation  might  as  well  have 
put  them  off  till  fo  many  months  after  doom's-day  > 
and  then  I  think  no  body  would  have  doubted,  but 
that  had  been  a  very  fufficient  diflblution. 

Befides,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  defire  your  Lordfhips 
to  take  notice,  that  in  former  times  the  ufual  way  of 
diflolving  Parliaments  was  to  difmifs  ihtm  fine  die-y 
for  the  King,  when  he  difTolved  them,  ufed  to  fay 
no  more,  but  that  he  defired  them  to  go  home,  till 
he  fent  for  them  again,  which  is  a  difmiffion  fine 
die.  Now  if  there  were  forty  ways  of  dilTolving 
Parliaments,  if  I  can  prove  this  Parliament  has  been 
difTolved  by  any  one  of  them,  I  fuppofe  there  is  no 
great  need  of  the  other  thirty  nine.  Another  thing 
which  they  much  infift  upon,    is,  that  they  have 

found 
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found  out  a  precedent  in  Qiieen  Elizahelb*s  time, 
when  a  Parliament  was  once  prorogued  three  days 
beyond  a  year.  In  which  I  cannot  ciioofe  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  is  a  very  great  confirmation,  of  the 
value  and  efteem  all-  people  ever  had  of  the  tore- 
mentioned  ads  of  Edward  III.  Gnce  from  that  time 
to.  this,  there  can  but  one  precedent  he  found  for  the 
proroguing  a  Parliament  above  a  year,  and  that  was 
but  for  three  days  neither.  Befides,  my  Lords,  this 
precedent  is  of  a  very  odd  kind  of  nature  ;  for  it 
was  in  time  of  a  very  great  plague,  when  every  body 
of  a  fudden  was  forced  to  run  away  one  from  ano- 
ther, and  fo  being  in  hafte,  had  not  leifure  to  cal- 
culate well  the  time  of  the  prorogation,  though  the 
appointing  it  to  be  within  three  days  of  the  year  is 
an  argument  to  me,  that  their  defign  was  to  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  the  a6ls  of  Parliament.  And 
if  the  miftake  had  been  taken  notice  of  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  time,  1  make  no  queftion  but  fhe  would 
have  given  a  lawful  remedy. 

Now  I  befeech  your  Lordfhips,  what  more  can 
be  drawn  from  the  fhewing  this  precedent,  but  only 
that  becaufe  once  upon  a  time  a  thing  was  done  il- 
legally, therefore  your  Lordfhips  fhould  do  fo  again 
now  :  Tho'  my  Lords,  under  favour,  ours  is  a  very- 
different  cafe  from  theirs  *,  for  this  precedent  they 
mention  was  never  taken  notice  of,  and  all  lawyers 
will  tell  you,  that  a  precedent  that  p^(^es  fuh  filentio 
is  of  no  validity  at  all,  and  will  never  be  admitted 
in  any  judicial  court  where  it  is  pleaded.  Nay 
Judge  Vaughan  fays,  in  his  reports,  ^hat  in  cafes 
which  depend  upon  fundamental  principles,  jor  which 
demonjirations  may  be  drawn^  millions  of  precedents  are 
to  no  purpofe.  Oh!  but  fay  they,  you  muft  think 
prudentially  of  the  inconveniences  which  will  follow 
upon  it :  For  if  this  be  allowed,  all  thofe  ads  which 
were  made  in  that  felTion  of  Parliament  will  be  then 
void.  Whether  that  be  fo  or  no,  1  fhall  not  now 
examine  j    but  this  I  will   pretend  to   fay,  that  no 

man 
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man  ought  to  pafs  for  a  prudential  perfon,  who'onjy 
takes  notice  of  the  inconveniencies  of  one  fide.  It  is 
the  part  of  a  wife  man  to  examine  the  inconvenien- 
cies of  both  fides,  to  weigh  which  are  the  greateft, 
and  to  be  fare  to  avoid  them  :  And,  my  Lords, 
to  that  kind  of  examination  I  willingly  fubmit  this 
caufe,  for  I  prefume  it  will  be  eafy  for  your  Lord- 
ihips  to  judge,  which  ofthefe  two  will  be  of  the  mod 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  nation  ;  either  to  allow 
that  the  flatutes  made  in  that  particular  feflion  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time  are  void  (which  may  eafily 
be  confirmed  by  a  lawful  Parliament)  or  to  lay  it: 
down  for  a  maxim,  'That  the  Kings  of  England,  by  a 
f  articular  order  of  theirs^  have  -power  to  break  all  the 
laws  of  England  when  they  pleafe. 

And,  my  Lords,  with  all  the  duty  we  owe  to  his 
Majefty,  it  is  no  difrefped:  to  him  to  fay,  that  his 
Majefty  is  bound  up  by  the  laws  of  England  -,  for 
the  great  King  of  heaven  and  earth,  God  Almigh- 
ty himfelf»  is  bound  by  his  own  decrees:  And  what 
is  an  adt  of  Parliament,  but  a  decree  of  the  King 
made  in  the  mod  folemn  manner  it  is  poflible  for 
him  to  make  it,  that  is,  with  the  confent  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons.  It  is  plain  then,  in  my  opi- 
nion, that  we  are  no  more  a  Parliament  ;  and  I 
luimbly  conceive,  your  Lordfhips  ought  to  give 
God  thanks  for  it,  fince  it  has  thus  pleafed  him,  by 
his  providence,  to  take  you  outofa  condition  where- 
in you  mud  have  been  entirely  ufelefs  to  his  Majefty, 
«o  your  felves,  and  the  whole  nation  :  For,  I  dobe- 
feech  your  Lordfhips,  if  nothing  of  this  I  have  urg- 
ed were  true,  what  honourable  cxcufe  could  we  find 
for  our  acting  again  with  the  houfe  of  Commons  ? 
Except  we  could  pretend  fuch  an  exquifue  art  of 
forgetfulnefs,  as  to  avoid  calling  to  mind  all  that 
pa  (Ted  between  us  the  laft  felTions  •,  and  unlefs  we 
could  have  alfo  a  faculty  of  teaching  the  fame  art 
to  the  whole  nation.  What  opinion  could  they 
have  of  us  if  it  fhould  happen,  that  the  very  fame 
2  men. 
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men,  who  were  fo  earneft  the  kit  feflion,  for  having 
the  houfe  of  Commons  difiblved,  when  there  was  no 
queflion  of  their  lawful  fitting,  fhould  be  now  wil- 
ling to  join  with  them  again,  when  without  queftion 
they  are  difiblved  ? 

Nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  to  a  King  or  a 
people,  than  that  the  laws  fhould  be  made  by  an  af~ 
fembly,  of  which  there  can  be  a  doubt,  whether  they 
have  a  power  to  make  laws  or  no :  And  it  would  be 
in  us  inexcufable,  if  we  fhould  overlook  this  dan- 
ger, fince  there  is  for  it  fo  eafy  a  remedy,  which 
the  law  requires,  and  which  all  the  nation  longs  for. 

The  calling  a  new  Parliament  it  is,  that  only  can 
put  his  Majefly  into  a  pofiibility  of  receiving  fup- 
plies ;  that  can  fecure  your  Lordfhips  the  honour 
of  fitting  in  this  houfe  like  Peers,  and  your  being 
ferviceable  to  your  King  and  country  ;  and  that  can 
reftore  to  all  the  people  of  England  their  undoubted 
rights  of  choofing  men  frequently  to  reprefent  their 
grievances  in  Parliament ;  without  this,  all  we  can 
do  would  be  in  vain  ;  the  nation  may  languifli  a 
while,  but  muft  periQi  at  laft:  We  fhould  become 
a  burthen  to  ourfelves,  and  a  prey  to  our  neighbours. 
My  motion'therefore  to  your  Lordfhips  fhall  be,  that 
we  humbly  addrefs  our  felves  to  his  Majefty,  and 
beg  of  him,  for  his  own  fake,  as  well  as  for  the 
peoples  fake,  to  give  us  fpeedily  a  new  Parliament; 
that  fo  we  may  unanimoufly,  before  it  is  too  late, 
ufe  our  utnioil'  endeavours  for  his  Majefty's  fervice, 
and  for  the  fafety,  the  welfare,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Englijh  nation. 

This  furprizing  fpeech  w^as  thought  fo  bold  and 
fhocking,  by  the  Lords  in  the  miniltry,  that  one  of 
them  mov'd  that  the  Duke  might  be  called  to  the 
bai .  But  the  Earl  oi  Shaftjhiiry^  who  was  fully  pre- 
pared, uppofed  this  motion  as  improper  and  extra- 
vag.mt  i  and  did  with  great  courage  and  fharpnefs  of 
application,  fecondand  enforce  the  Duke  q{ Bucking- 

haiji's 
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hani^s  argument ;  and  the  Eatl  of  Salisbury  and  the 
Lord  Wharton  fell  in  brifldy  on  the  fame  fide. 
While  one  of  them  was  fpeaking,  the  Duke  took  a 
pen  and  writ  the  following  Syllogifm  -, 

It  is  a  maxim  in  the  law  oi^England^ih3.t  the  Kings  of 
England avQ  bound  up  by  all  the  ftatutes  made^r^  bom 
^publico-,  that  every  order  or  diredion  of  theirs,contrary 
to  the  fcope  and  full  intent  of  any  fuch  ftatute,  is  void 
and  null  in  law :  But  the  laft  prorogation  of  the 
Parliament  was  an  order  of  the  King's  contrary  to  an 
a6t  of  King  Edward  III.  made  for  the  greatefh 
commo7i  good^  viz.  The  maintenance  of  all  the  ifa- 
tutes  of  England^  and  for  the  prevention  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  grievances  which  daily  happen  :  Ergo  the 
laft  prorogation  of  Parliament  is  void  and  null  in 
law ;  after  which  he  appealed  to  the  Bijhops^  whe- 
ther it  was  not  a  true  fyllogifm,  and  to  the  Judges, 
whether  the  propofirions  v/ere  not  true  in  law. 

The  debates  arofe  to  that  heigth,  that  all  the  four 
Lords  were  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  tower, for  contempt 
of  the  authority  and  being  of  the  prefent  Parliament, 
there  to  remain  during  the  pleafure  of  his  Majefty 
and  the  houfe  of  Peers.  In  the  mean  time  the  Duke 
of  Biickingha?n  took  the  opportunity  of  flipping  out 
of  the  houfe,  while  the  Lord  Anglefey  was  arguing 
againfb  committing  them.  The  houfe  finding  he 
had  withdrawn  himfelf,  were  in  a  rage,  and  defign'd 
to  addrefs  the  King  for  a  proclamation  agalnft  him  ; 
but  the  Duke  forefeeing  the  event  would  not  give 
them  fo  much  trouble,  and  appearing  the  next  day  in 
his  place,  the  court  Lords  immediately  cried  out  to 
the  bar  ?  But  his  Grace,  who  could  readily  turn  any 
thing  ferious  into  jeft,  and  extricate  himfelf  out  of 
any  difficulties,  rofe  up,  and  faid,  he  begged  their 
Lord/hips  pardoji  for  retiring  the  night  before ;  That 
they  very  well  knew  the  exa5f  cetonomy  he  kept  in  his 
family^  and  perceiving  their  LordflAps  intended  hefhould 
hefome  time  in  another  place^  he  only  went  home  to  fet 
his  houfe  in  ordei\  and  was  now  come  to  fubmit  to  their 
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Lordjhips  fleafure^  which  was  to  fend  him  to  the 
tower,  after  the  Earls  o^  Shaft shury  and  Salisbury, 
and  the  Lord  Wharton.  We  hear  that  the  Earl  of 
Shaftshury^  being  jealous  of  the  Dnke's  fetting  him- 
feif  up  for  the  head  of  his  party,  ufed  to  fpeakfljghtly 
of  him  as  a  man  inconftant  and  giddy,  which  the 
other  hearing,  refented.  It  happened  afterwards  that 
the  Duke,  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  the  Lord 
Wharton^  being  difcharged  on  their  fubmiflion,  and 
only  the  Earl  o^ Shaft sbury,  continued  i.;  the  tower; 
the  Earl  look'd  out  of  a  window  as  his  Grace  was 
taking  coach,  and  cry'd,  what,  my  Lord,  are  you 
going  to  leave  us  f  yfy,  my  Lord,  fa  id  he,  fucb 
giddy-beaded  fellows  as  lean  never  flay  lorig  in  a  place. 
The  Earl  of  Shaftshury  was  continued  for  above  a 
year. 

The  Parliament  had  been  continued  a  confiderable 
time  by  adjournments ;  but  now  a  prorogation  was 
thought  necelTary,  to  fettle  the  minds  of  the  people, 
or  to  anfwer  the  expedlations  of  the  court ;  fo  that 
this  meeting  made  the  feventeenth  fefTionof  the  fe- 
cond  and  long  Parliament  of  this  reign. 

Upon  Thurfday  the  23d  o/"  May,  his  ik%'^yThefeven- 
ivent  to  the  houfe  of  Peers ^  where  he  ?;?^^^^ionofthe 
a  Jhort  fpeech  to  both  houfes^  to  this  effe^,     uamert/ 

M'j  Lords  and  GentUmeny 

<  T  N  the  firft  place  I  am  refolved,  as  far  as  I  am  "^^  ^''"^'* 
'  X  able,  to  fave  Flanders  either  by  a  war  or  abStoufes. 

*  peace,    which  way  I  fee  moft  conducing  to  that 

<  End.     In  either  way,    I  think  it  convenient  to 

*  keep  up  my  army,  and  navy  at  fea,  for  fome  time-, 
«  but  I  leave  it  to  you  to  confider  of  fupplies  for 
'  their  continuance  or  disbanding  •,  and  in  either  cafe 
«  not  to  difcourage  fo  many  worthy  and  gallant 
^  gentlemen,  who  have  offered  their  lives  and  fer- 

'  vices 
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*  vices  to  their  country,  and  that  in  purfuit  ofyour 
'  advice  and  refolutions.  I  muft  tell  you,  that  a 
'  branch  of  my  revenues  is  now  expiring,  and  ano-- 

*  ther  part  of  it  is  cut  off  by  a  claufe  in  the  Pollhilh 

*  That   I  have   borrow'd   two   hundred  thoufand 

*  pounds  upon  the  Excife   at  your  requeft^  of  all 

*  which   you  are  to  confider.     That  I  have  no  in- 

*  tentions  but  of  good  to  you,  and  my  people,  nor 

*  ever  (hall  •,  therefore  I  defire  you  will  not  drive 

*  me  into  extremities,  which  muft  end  ill  both  for 

*  you  and  me,  fand  which  is  worft  of  all)  for  the 
'  nation.     I  defire  to  prevent  all  diforders  and  mif- 

*  chiefs  that  may  befal  by  our  difagreement ;  but  in 

*  cafe  there  do,  I  leave  it  to  God  Almighty  to  judge 
'  who  is  the  occafion  of  it.     In  conclufion,  I  muft 

*  tell  you,  that  I  will  not  for  the  future  fufferthe  old 
«  courfe  and  method  of  pafTing  of  laws  to  be  changed, 
'  by  tacking  together  federal  matters  in  one  hill.  The 
'  reft  I  leave  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 

Accordingly  his  Lofdfiiip  made  a  lorig  and  re-^ 
markable  fpeech,  of  which  the  greateft  part  ought 
not  to  be  omitted.  He  let  them  firft  know. 
Lord  Chan.  '  That  with  reference  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Cbri- 
'  flendom, and  a  general  peace^the  advances  which  had 
'  been  made  abroad,  though  haftned  by  fome  late  oc- 
'  currences,  were  long  fince  meditated  and  prepared 
«  in  Holland :  For  when  the  States-General  perceived 
'  that  though  they  had  ftrained  themfelves  to  the  ut- 
^  moft,  and  exceed-ed  all  the  proportions  which  by 

*  their  treaty  they  were  bound  to  furnifh,  yet  the 
'  Spaniards  failed  them  in  every  point,  not  only  in 
'  the  fubfidiesthey  were  obliged  to  pay,  but  in  the 

*  very  ftrength  and  forces  they  ftood  engaged  to  fet 

*  out ;  in  fo  much  that  all  their  towns  and  garrifons 
«  were  fo  far  from  being  in  any  tolerable  pofture  to 

*  receive  any  enemy,  that  they  remained  as  perfedlly 

*  defencelefs  as  if  they  were  intended  to  be  abandon- 

*  ed  :  Hereupon  the  ftates  refolved  to  feek  ail  occa- 

*  fions 


cellor's 
rpeech. 
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lions  of  coming  out  of  the  war,  and  to  lay  hold  on 
the  firft  that  (houlJ   offer  itfelf  •,  and  to  that  end, 
the  laft  year  they  Iblicited  his  Majefty  to  endea- 
vour a  peace,  and  they  would  then  have  taken  fuch 
a  peace  as  they  now  fcek  :  But  his  Majefty  thought 
he  had  done  great  fervice  to  the  chriftian  world, 
when  he  had  gained  two  points  upon  them  *,  firfl:, 
to  model  and  concert  with  them  the  terms  and  ar- 
ticles of  a  better  peace  ;  and  then,  on  profpeft  of 
that  peace,  to  enter  into  a  league  offenfive  and  dd- 
fenfive  with  his  Majefty,  to  obtain  that  peace  by 
force,  if  it  could  not  be  had  otherwife.     Though 
the  Dutch  wereftill  inclined  to  accept  of  peace,  and 
were  hearkning  after  the  French  propoQtions  at 
Nimiguen  ♦,  yet  fuch  were  his  Majefty's  refolutions 
to  hold  them  to  their  league,  and  fo  conftant  were 
all  his  refufals  to  hearken  to  fuch  a  peace,  that  they 
muft  of  neceflity  at  laft  have  been  obliged  to  con- 
tinue on  the  war  fome  way  or  other.     But  fince  it 
was  heard  abroad,  that  this  league,  which  was  the 
only  thing  by  which  his  Majefty  could  oblige  the 
States^  had  been  fo  ill  underftood  at  home,  as  to 
meet  with  fome  very  unfitting,  and  very  undeferv- 
ed  refledions  \    as  foon  as  it  had  taken  air,  and 
was  underftood,  I'hat  there  was  a  refolution  to  give 
no  mone^  until  fatisfa^ion  was  given  in  matters  of  ' 
religion^  which  in  all  countries  are  the  longeft  de- 
bates that  can  be  entered  upon,  and  at  this  time,  a- 
bove  all  others,  fhould  leaft  have  been  ftirred  *,  and 
when  at  laft  the  King  had    received  an  addrefs, 
which  they  took  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  was  never 
feen  or  heard  of  before  in  any  ftate  or  kingdom  of 
the  world,  and  had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  exprefs 
his  refentment  of  it  :     Then  they  concluded  with 
themfelves.    That  it  was  in  vain  to  rely  any  longer 
upon  England,   for  England  was  no  longer  itfelf : 
Then  all  fides  began  to  wifti  for  a  peace,  even  Spain 
as  well  as  Holland  j    and  if  the  ceflation,  which  is 
*  endeavoured  to  be  made  in  order  to  it>  take  efFedt, 
Vol.  I.  P  *  as 
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«  as  in  all  likelihood  it  will,  we  may  conclude  that 

*  the  peace  will  foon  follow.' 

After  this  hiftorical  account,  he  proceeded  to  this 

effect :  '  What  influence  fuch  a  peace  will  have  up- 
on our  affairs  is  uncertain  •,  only  we  know  we  have 
given  no  fmall  provocation  to  a  mighty  King,  who 
may  be  at  leifure  enough  to  refent  it  when  he 
pleafes  -,  therefore  it  imports  us  to  fecure  ourfelves, 
by  preferving  peace  and  unity  at  home :  He  that 
foments  divifions  now,  does  more  hurt  to  his  coun- 
try, than  a  foreign  enemy  can  do,  and  difarmsitat 
a  time  when  all  the  hands  and  hearts  we  have  are 
little  enough  to  defend  us  :  No  fears  of  arbitrary 
government  can  juftify,  no  zeal  to  religion  can 
fandlify  fuch  a  proceeding  1*     He  then   reminded 

them  of  the  late  times  '  when  religion  and  liberty 
were  truly  loft  by  being  made  a  handle  and  pretence 
for  fedition  •,  when  prelacy  was  called  popery,  and 
monarchy  named  tyranny,  i^c.  and  can  we  now 
endure  to  fee  men  break  the  ad  of  oblivion  every 
day,  by  reviving  the  memory  of  forgotten  crimes 
in  new  pradices  ?  It  is  worth  the  confideration, 
whether  we  do  not  bring  fomekind  of  fcandal  up- 
on the  proteftant  religion,  when  we  feem  fo  far  to 
diftruft  the  truth  and  power  of  it,  that  after  fo  many 
laws  pafs'd  to  guard  it,  and  fo  many  miraculous  de- 
liverances from  the  attempts  made  againft  it,  we 
fhould  ftill  be  afraid  of  its  continuance  ?  Hath  not 
the  late  ad  made  it  abfolutely  impofTible  for  the 
moft  concealed  papift  that  is,  to  get  into  any  kind 
of  employment  ?  And  did  ever  any  law  fince  the 
reformation  give  us  fo  great  a  fecurity  as  this  ?  As 
little  reafon  there  is  to  be  jealous  of  our  liberties  and 
properties.  Can  there  be  a  greater  evidence  of  the 
moderation  of  a  Prince,  and  his  tendernefs  of  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjed,  than  to  fuffer,  as  he  does 
every  day,  fo  much  licentious  and  malicious  talk 
to  pafs  unpunifhed  ?     If  there  be  not  a  fmgle  in- 

«  ftance  to  be  found  in  a  whole  reign,  of  a  man  that 

<  has 


A.  1678.         DEBATES.  211 

has  fufFered  againft  law,  and  very  few  of  thofe  that 

have  fuffer'd  by  it,  fhall  we  endure  them  that  dare 

fay  in  all  publick  places,  that  the  nation  is  enjlaved? 

Let  them  fhew  the  time,  if  they  can,  fince  the 

world  began,    and  this  nation  was  firft  inhabited, 

wherein  there  were  fewer  grievances,  or  lefs  caufe 

of  complaint  than  at  this  prefent  time  :    Nay,  lee 

them  fearch  all  ages  and  places,  and  tell  us  when 

and  where  there  was  ever  found  a  happier  people 

than  we  are  at  this  day.' 

He  proceeded  then  to  the  matter  of  the  revenue, 

and  to  the  fame  purpofe  with  what  the   King  had 

faid  before,  with  fome  enlargement ;  but  plainly  told 

them,  *  that  the  manner  of  their  proceedings  was  as 

*  confiderable  to  his  Majefty,  as  the  matter ;  and 

*  that  he  would  not  accept  a  good  bill,  how  valuable 
'  foever,  unlefs  it  came  to  him  in  the  old  and  decent 

*  method  of  Parliaments  :  That  the  late  way  of 
'  tacking  together  feveral  independent  and  incohe- 
'  rent  matters  in  one  bill,  feemed  to  alter  the  whole 

*  frame  and  conflicution  of  Parliaments,  and  con fe- 
'  quendy  of  the  government  itfelf.  It  took  away 
'  the  King's  negative  voice  in  effecTt,  and  forced  him 
'  to  take  all  qr  none,  when  one  part  of  the  bill 
'  might  be  as  dangerous,  as  the  other  was  neceiTary 
'  for  the  kingdom  :  It  took  away  the  negative  voice 
'  of  the  houfe  of  Peers  by  the  fameconfequence,  and 
'  difmherired  the  Lords  of  their  native  liberty  of  de- 
'  bating  and  judging  what  is  good  for  the  kingdom  : 
'  It  looked  like  a  kind  of  defamation  of  the  govern- 
^  ment,  and  feemed  to  fuppofe  the  King  and  Lords 
'  to  be  fo  ill  affeded  to  the  publick,  that  a  good  bill 
'  could  not  carry  itfelf  through  by  the  flrength  of  its 
'  own  reafon  and  jultice,  unlefs  helped  forwards  by 
'  being  tacked  to  another  that  will  be  favoured  :  It 
'  did  at  laft  give  up  the  greateft  fharc  of  the  legifla- 
'  ture  to  the  Commons,  and  by  confequence  the 
'  chief  power  of  judging  what  laws  are  beft  for  the 
'  kingdom.'     In  fine,  he  fhewed  that  the  fame  me- 

P  2.  thod 
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thod  might  be  made  ufe  of  by  the  Lords  againft 
the  Commons  •,  '  and  thus  every  bill  would  be  dear- 
*  ly  bought  at  laft,  and  one  chief  end  of  calling 
«  Parliaments,  the  making  of  good  laws,  be  wholly 
<  frultrated  and  difappointed,  by  departing  f/om  that 
«  method  which  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  pur- 
'  pofely  prefcribed,  to  prevent  and  exclude  fuch  in- 
*•  conveniencies.  Thefe  innovations  the  Kino;  refolved 
*•  to  abolifh,  and  had  commanded  him  to  fay  to 
«  th^m  [late  fuper  vias  antiqt/ as.*  Thenhefaid,  'If 
'  this  feffion  do  not  repair  the  misfortunes,  and  amend 

*  the  faults  of  the  laft,  it  will  look  like  fatality  upon 

*  the  nation.  He  whofe  houfe  is  deftroyed  by  fire, 
'  would  find  but  little  comfort  in  faying,  the  fire  did 

*  not  begin  by  his  means  -,    but  it  will  be  a  matter  of 

*  perpetual  anguifh  and  vexation  to  remember,  that 
<  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  extinguijhed  it.    Let  the 

*  world  now  fee  that  your  zeal  to  preferve  the  go- 
'  vernment,  is  the  fame  as  when  you  were  ready  to  die 
'  for  its  reftoration  ;  and  know,  it  is  an  adt  as  meri- 

*  torious,  and  of  as  great  duty  and  loyalty,  to  ftand 
'  between  the  King  and  thofe  libellers,  who  would 
«  create  a  mifunderftanding  between  him  and  hisPar- 
«  liament,  as  it  is  to  fight  for  him  in  a  day  of  battle. 

*  Embellifh  the  hiftory  of  this  Parliament,  by  fhew- 

*  ing  us  the  healing  virtue  of  this  felTion  •,  fo  (hall 

*  your  fervice  be  acceptable  to  the  King,  who  never 
'  forgets  anything  but  injuries  :  So  fhall  you  recom- 
«  mend  yourfelves  to  pofterity,   by  tranfmitting  to 

*  them  the  fame  peace  and  happinefs  you  are  trufted 

*  with.     And  the  God  of  peace  and  unity  profper 

*  all  your  confultations  to  the  honour  and  happinefs 
<  of  the  King,  and  the  joy  and  comfort  of  all  his 
'  good  fubjedls.' 

For  the  better  confideration  of  thefe  fpeeches,  the 
houfe  of  Commons  were  adjourned  for  three  or  four 
days  ;  and  meeting  on  Monday  the  27th  of  May^ 
they  foon  came  to  this  refolution,    '  That  the  houfe 

^  taking 
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'  taking  into  confideration  theftateof  his  Majefty'sTheCom- 
«  affairs,  and  the  great  charge  and  burthen  that  his  J^^-^'j";' "" 
'  Majefty  and  the  nation  h'e  under  by  the  army  now 
'  in  being,  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  if  his  Ma- 
'  jelly  pleafe  to  think  fit  to  enter  into  the  war  againlt 
'  the  French  King,  this  houfe  is,  and  always  will 
'  be  ready  to  fupport  and  alfid:  him  in  that  war  j 
'  but  if  otherwife,  they  will  proceed  to  the  confide- 
'  ration  of  providing  for  the  fpeedy  difbanding  of  the 
'  army.'  The  houfe  farther  order'd,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  his  Majefty's  Privy-Council,  do  acquaint 
the  King  with  thefe  votes,  and  pray  his  Majefty's 
fpeedy  anfwer.  To  which  the  King  returned  the 
following  anfwer,  which  was  read  the  next  day  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  '  That  the  French  King  xhe  Kir^g's 
'  hath  made  fuch  offers  of  a  ceflation  till  the  27th  of  Anfwer. 
'  July  as  his  Majefty  doth  not  only  believe  will  be 
'  accepted,  but  will  end  in  a  general  peace  •,  yet 
«  fince  that  is  not  certain,  he  does  not  think  itpru- 
'  dent  to  difmifs  either  fleet  or  army  before  that 
'  time,  nor  doth  he  think  it  will  add  much  to  the 
'  charge,  in  regard  the  raifing  money,  and  paying 
'  them  off,  would  take  up  that  time,  were  they  to 
'  be  difbanded  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  •,  in  the  mean 
«  time  hedefired  money  for  their  fubfiflence,  that  as 
'  hitherto  they  have  been  the  moft  orderly  army 
'  that  ever  came  together,  they  may  be  encouraged 
'  to  continue  fo.  Then  he  concluded  with  remind- 
'  ing  them   of  the  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 

<  formerly  mentioned  in  hisfpeech,  which  he  wanted 
'  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  houfhold.'  Hereupon, 
on  the  next  fitting  day,  the  Commons  unanimoufly 
voted,  '  That  all  forces  raifed  fince  the  29th  of 
'  September  iaft  (except  thefe  tranfported  to  foreign 

<  plantations)  be  forthwith  paid  off  and  difbanded, 
«  and  that  they  would  confider  of  a  fupply  for  thaC 
^  purpofe,' 

P  3  Upon 
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"^lons^Tea  ^P^^  ^^^  4^^  ^'^Y  ^^  jT^ne,  the  houfe  of  Com- 
fuppiyr  mons  firft  voted  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
raifed  by  a  monthly  tax,  in  fix  months,  after  the 
jand  tax,  now  in  being,  fhould  be  expired  \  but 
with  a  cJaiife,  That  this  he  for  the  dlfoandhig  the  army^ 
hy  the  end  of  this  prefcnt  June.  The  next  day  they 
voted  the  King  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more, 
towards  defraying  the  expences  of  the  fleet,  and 
v/ere  ready  to  add  another  fuch  fum  for  the  King's 
extraordinary  occafions.  Soon  after  which  his  Ma- 
j  fly  fent  them  a  meiTage  by  one  of  the  fecretaries  of 
flate,  importing,  «  That  his  mind  was  ftill  the 
'  fime  with  what  he  delivered  in  his  fpeech  the  23d 
«  o^ May  lad,  viz.  'That  the  army  and  fleet  ought  to 
'  he  kept  up  till  the  expelled  peace  he  concluded :  And 
'  he  farther  recommended  to  their  confideration, 
*•  whether  it  were  nor  diflionourable  for  him  to  recall 
'  his  forces  in  Flanders,  from  thofe  towns  which  he 
'  had  taken  into  his  proteflion,  before  they  could 
«  provide  themftlves  of  other  fuccours.'  Upon  con- 
fideration of  which,  the  Commons  extended  the 
time,  as  to  the  forces  in  Flanders,  to  the  27th  day 
of  July.  But  upon  Saturday,  the  15  th  of  7^^;/^,  they 
rciolved,  <  That  after  the  Tuefday  following,  no 
'  motion  fliould  be  made  for  any  new  fupplies  of 
<  money,  till  after  the  next  recefs,  nor  any  more 
';  private  bills  brought  in,  till  after  the  faid  recefs.' 

On  the  forefaid  Tuefday,    Jime  i8th,    the  King 

came  to  the  houfe  of   Peers,    and  fending  for  the 

houfe  of  Comrnons,    he  declared  to  them  all  in  a 

pathetic  fpeech. 

The  King's       That  the  feafon  requiring;  a  recefs  by  the  middle 

spe.ch  to    01  the  next   month,  \x.  was  convenient   that   he  and 

bjthHcur.^s.  jjjj  Parliament  fliould  part  fairly,  and  with  a  perfed 

confluence  of  one  another  :  Therefore  he  opened  his 

heart  freely  ro  them  in  fome  particulars  of  the  neareft 

concern  :  That  v^har  he  told  them  in  the  beginning 

of  the  fefTion  concerning  a   peace,  feem'd  ready  to 

be 
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be  determined,  at  leaft  as  to  Spain  and  Holland ;  in 
which  peace  his  part  would  be  not  only  that  of  a 
mediator,  but  alfo  to  give  his  warranty  in  it.  That 
Spain  writes  word,  That  unlefs  England  bears  the 
charge  of  maintaining  Flanders,  even  after  the  peace ^ 
they  will  not  he  in  a  condition  to  fupport  it  long. 
Therefore  to  that  end  ;  it  was  necefTary  to  keep  up 
the  navy  at  fea,  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  give  the 
world  fome  afTurance  of  being  well  united  at  home  : 
That  though  the  houfe  of  Commons  might  think 
fuch  a  peace  as  ill  a  bargain  as  a  war,  becaufe  it 
would  cofl  them  money  \  yet  if  they  ferioufly  con- 
fidered  that  otherwife  Flandersh^d  been  lolt,  and  per- 
haps by  this  time,  he  believed  they  would  give  much 
greater  fums  than  that  Vvould  cofr,  rather  than  the 
iingle  Town  oWfiend  fhould  be  in  the  French  hands, 
and  forty  of  their  men  of  war  in  fo  good  a  haven 
over  againft  the  river's  mouth.  Then  he  infinuated 
to  them,  that  they  could  not  but  bepleafed  to  under- 
ftand,  the  reputation  England  had  gained  abroad, 
by  having  in  forty  days  raifed  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men,  and  prepared  a  navy  of  ninety  men 
of  war.  Therefore  if  they  defired  to  keep  up  the 
honour  of  the  crown  at  home,  and  look  to  the  fafety 
of  the  balance  of  affairs  abroad,  and  purfue  the 
wars  of  y^/^/>n  •,  if  they  defired  he  fhould  pafs  any 
part  of  his  life  in  quiet  and  all  the  reft  in  con6dence 
and  kindnefs  with  them,  and  other  future  Parlia- 
ments :  they  muft  find  a  way,'  not  only  to  fettle  for 
his  life  his  revenue  as  at  Chriftinas  laft,  but  alfo  to 
add  a  new  fund  of  three  hundred -thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  upon  which  he  would  pafs  an  ad  to  fettle 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  navy  and  ordnance  ; 
and  Ihould  be  likewife  always  ready  to  confent  to  all 
fuch  laws  as  they  fhould  propofe  for  the  good  of  the 
nation.  He  laftly  reminded  them,  to  enable  him 
to  keep  his  word  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  the 
payment  of  his  Niece's  portion,  which  was  forty 
P  4  thoufand 
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thcufand  pounds  •,  the  firft  payment  being  now  due 

and  demanded  by  him. 

Notcom-  Upon  the  return  of  the  Commons  to  their  houfe, 
pie  wit  2.^j^^y  immediately  took  this  fpeech  intoconfideration,. 
and  foon  voted  his  Majefty  the  humble  thanks  of  the 
houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  exprcffions  in  it.  But 
when  they  came  to  debate  on  the  additional  revenue 
propofed,  they  gave  a  total  denial  to  it  ;  and  not 
only  fo,  but  when  a  motion  was  made,  to  give  a 
compenfation  for  the  laft  part  of  his  Majefty's  re- 
venues by  the  late  prohibiting  ads,  concerning 
French  commodities,  it  paiTed  in  the  negative,  202 
againft  145.  Not  long  after,  the  Lords,  having 
pafTed  the  bill  for  diflmnJing  the  army^  3zc,  and  fent 
it  down  with  a  claufe  of  enlargement  of  the  time 
prefixed  for  one  mouth  longer  ;  the  Commons  would 
by  no  means  agree  to  it,  but  defiring  a  conference, 
they  gave  their  Lordfhips  their  reafons  why  they 
could  not  confent  to  the  amendment, 
sevmi  Bills  After  fome  continuance  longer,  and  fome  confider-r 
pafTed.  able  bills  prepared,  the  King  growing  more  and 
more  uneafy,  on  the  15th  of  July  he  came  to  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  and  pafTed  feveral  bills.  After 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mand, acquainted  the  two  houfes,  that  his  Majefty  had 
thought  fit,  in  the  prefent  jun6lure  of  affairs,  to  pro- 
rogue them  to  the  firft  o^  Augufl  next,  and  fo  to  keep 
them  in  call  by  fhort  prorogations  •,  his  Majefty  not 
knowing  how  foon  he  might  have  need  of  their  far- 
ther fervice  and  afiitlance :  And  accordingly  the  Par- 
liament was  prorogued  till  the  firft  day  o^  Auguft  ;  but 
they  did  not  really  meet  till  the  21ft  day  of  O^oher, 

TheEigh-        The  Parliament  met  according  to  prorogation, 
fionoVtfe   <^"the  2iftday  o{  Ocfoher,  which  was  the  eighteenth 
fecond  Par-  and  laft  feffion  of  the  fecond  and  long  Parliament  in 
Tm^^'      this  reign.     The  King  was  very  unwilling  that  the 
Parliament  fhould  take  any  notice  orcognizancce  of 
the  plot ',  yet  he  knew  not  how  to  forbear  mention- 
ing 
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ing  a  matter  that  had  rais'd  fuch  a  general  amaze- 
ment and  abhorrence  in  the  nation  :  Therefore  he 
deHvered  himfelf  thus  to  the  two  houfes,  now  filled 
with  the  higheft  expedlation. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  T  Have  thought  the  time  very  long  fince  we  part-  The  King-: 

*  -*-  ed  lad,  and  would  not  have  deferred  your  meet-  f^Tl!^°r 

,  .  .  -  11111  oCiVa.  houiCo, 

'  ing  by  lo  many  prorogations,  ir  I  could  well  have 
'  met  you  fooner.  The  part  which  I  have  had  this 
'  Summer  in  the  prefervation  of  our  neighbours, 
'  and  the  well  fecuring  what  was  \di  of  Flanders^ 
'  is  fufficiently  known,  and  acknowledged  by  all 
^  that  are  abroad.  And  tho'  for  this  caufe  I  have 
'•  been  obliged  to  keep  up  my  troops,  without  which 
'  our  neighbours  had  abfolutely  defpaired,  yet  both 
'  the  honour  and  intered  of  the  nation  have  been  fo 
'  far  improved  by  it,  that  I  am  confident  no  man 
*'■  here  would  repine  at  it,  or  think  the  money  raifed 
•"  for  their  difbanding  to  have  been  ill  employed  in 
'  their  continuance ;  and  I  do  aflure  you,  I  am  lb 

*  much  more  out  of  purfe  for  that  fervice,  that  I  ex- 
'  pe6l  you  (hould  fupply  it.  How  far  it  may  be 
^  neceitary,  confidering  the  prefent  (fare  of  Chrijlen- 
'  do?n,  to  reduce  the  land  and  fea  forces,  or  to 
'  what  degree,  is  v/orthy  of  all  our  lerious  confi- 
'  derations. 

'  1  now  intend  to  acquaint  you  (as  I  fliall  always 

*  do  with  any  thing  that  concerns  me)  that  I  have 
^  been  informed   of  a  defign  againft  my  perfon  by 

<  the  JefuitSy  of  which  I  fhall  forbear  my  opinion, 
^  left  I  may   feem  to  fay  too  much  or  too  little : 

*  But  I  will  leave  the  matter  to  the  law,  and  in  the 

*  mean  time  will  take  as  much  care  as   I  can,  to 

<  prevent  all  manner  of  practices  by  that  fort  of 

*  men,  and  of  others  too,  who  have  been  tampering 

*  in  a  high  degree  by  foreigners,  and  contriving  how 
^  to  introduce  popery  amongft  us.  I  fhall  conclude 
^  with  recommending  to  you  my  other  concerns. 

M  have 
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'  I  have   been  under  great  difappointments  by  the 

*  defedl  of  the  poll-bill.     My  revenue  is  under  great 

*  anticipations,  and  at  beft  was  never  equal  to  the 

*  conilant  and  neceflary  expence  of  the  government, 
'  whereof  I  intend  to  have  the  whole  ftate  laid  be- 

*  fore  you,  and  require  you  to  look  into  it,  and  con- 
«  fider  of  it  with  that  duty  and  affedion  which  1  am 

*  fure  I  Hiall  ever  find  from  you.     The  reft  I  leave 

*  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

ne  Chancellor's  Speech  confifled  moftly  of  hiftorical 
maiters^  with  lejs  flights  than  formerly  •,  bi^t  being 
fpoke  in  fo  critical  a  time^  we  can  omit  hut  very  lit- 
tie  part  of  it.  After  a  floor t  preamble^  he  proceeded 
thus : 

Th(>Lorci  'T^HE  clofe  and  period  of  the  lafl:  feflion  is  very 
Chancellor  f.  fnemorablc ',  for  it  may  ftTm  perhaps  to  fomc  to 
Speech.  havc  ended  with  very  different,  it  notcontrary  counfels 
and  fupplies,  tending  both  to  war  and  peace:  But 
yet  they  v/ho  look  more  nearly  into  the  matter, 
jfhall  find  th^t  this  uncertainty  proceeded  not  ft-om 
any  unfteadinefs  at  home,  but  irom  the  mutability 
of  affairs  abroad;  every  week,  almoft,  producing 
feveral  and  contrary  appearances.  The  fame  un- 
certainties of  counfels  and  events  abroad  continued 
for  the  moft  part  of  Summer  \  one  while  the  parties, 
exhauded  by  the  war,  feemed  to  be  willing  to  ac- 
cept any  pt^ace  their  enemies  would  give  ♦,  and  there 
wanted  not  thofe  among  them,  who  made  ufe  of 
the  impatience  of  their  people  to  neceiTitate  them  to 
it.  Another  while,  the  performance  of  the  conditions 
offered  became  fo  doubtful,  and  was  at  laft  explain- 
ed in  a  manner  fo  vaRly  different  from  the  firft  pro- 
po!als,  that  defpair  begot  new  refolutions  of  conti- 
nuing the  war.  In  the  midftof  thefe  miferable  per- 
plexities and  confufions,  his  Majefty  was  daily  fo- 
Jicited  with  the  higheft  importunities,  and  the  moft 
earneft  iuppiications  that  were  pofTible,  not  to  dif- 

band 
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band  the  troops  he  had  raifed  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but 
that  he  would  (till  continue  to  fend  over  more  and 
more  of  his  troops,  and  to  augment  the  forces  which 
he  had  already  abroad.  They  did  as  good  as  tell 
him  plainly,  That  it  was  from  the  reputation  of  hh 
alliance^  that  any  overtures  of  ^e ace  had  been  made  at 
all  •,  and  that  it  was  from  the  continuance  of  his  arms^ 
that  any  farther  performance  could  he  expeEled,  They 
prayed  his  Majefty  to  confider,  That  if  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  obtain  fome  kind  of  refpite  or  breathing 
time  for  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  or  to  fecure  any 
kind  of  frontier  or  barrier  between  them  and  their  too 
powerful  neighbours  *,  all  ti>is  and  more^  very  much 
more^  perhaps  no  lefs  than  the  fafety  of  Chriftendom, 
would  entirely  depend  upon  his  Majefifs  preferving 
himfelf  in  that  confiderable poflure  both  byfea  and  landy 
wherein  he  then  was.  There  was  no  refifting  fuch 
repeated  intercefiions  •,  and  tho'  his  Majefty  faw  well 
enough,  that  his  complying  with  thefe  defires  would 
engage  him  in  an  expence  hr  beyond  what  he  was 
then  provided  for,  yet  he  could  not  poffibly  decline 
the  charge,  nor  refufe  to  undergo  the  difficulties. 
And  now  whatever  the  coft  of  all  this  may  amount 
to,  yet  neither  his  people  will  have  any  caufe  to  re- 
pent it,  when  they  fhall  confider  that  it  hath  already 
produced  fuch  great  and  good  effeds  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  allies,  and  fo  much  honour  to  the  whole  na- 
tion, that  whatever  is  faved  of  Flanders^  .is  now  ac- 
knowledged by  all  the  world,  to  be  wholly  due  to 
his  Majefty 's  interpofition.  And  tho'  the  peace, 
which  fince  hath  followed,  be  very  far  from  fuch  a 
peace  as  his  Majefty  could  have  wi(hed,  yet  it  is 
fuch  a  peace  as  his  neighbours  were  refclved  to  have. 
No  obligations  they  lay  under  to  infift  upon  a  better 
peace,  no  conjunction  with  his  Majefty,  no  nor  the 
offers  to  declare  war  on  their  behalfs,  if  they  defired 
it,  could  prevail  with  them,  or  keep  them  from  be- 
ing wrought  upon  by  the  arts  of  thofe,  who  firft 
raifed  unreafonable  jealoufies  amongft   them,    and 

then 
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then  caufed  them  to  precipitate  themfelves  into  a 
peace.  Thus  you  fee  at  once,  not  only  the  necelTity 
which  his  Majefty  had  to  continue  his  troops  in  pay, 
but  hkewife  the  benefits  and  advantages  which  have 
come  of  it. 

'  Tiien,  infilling  upon  the  necefTity  of  a  fupply,  in 
'  the  fame  manner  that  the  King  had  in  his  fpeech, 
'  he  proceeded  in  thefe  words.'     Thus  you  have  in 
Jhort  an  account  of  what  had  been  doing   abroad, 
and  the  charge  of  it,  'tis  now  high  time  to  look  a 
litde  nearer  home :  And  furely  in  that  ftate  of  things 
to  which  they  are  now  reduced,  'tis  vifible  and  plain 
enough  what  mufl  be  our.  bufinefs  for  the  time  to 
come.     Firft,  we  mull  look  to  ourfelves,  and  pro- 
vide for  our  own  fafety  :  For  that  which  the  confe- 
derates acknowledge  with  thariks,  we  may  be  fure 
hath  a  quite  different  refentment  in  other  places. 
And  in  order  to  this,    care   mull   be   taken  fb  to 
flrengthen  ourfelves  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that 
they  who  fee  us  in  a  firm  and  well  fettled  eftate, 
may  have  no  hopes  to  furprize,  nor  any  temptation 
to  make  any  attempt  upon  us.     And  herein  it  will 
be  neceifary  to  take  notice  of  what  his  Majefty  hath 
recommended  to   you,  and  to  weigh  very  well  the 
importance  of  reducing  the  fea  and    land   forces, 
and  the  confequences  which  may   attend  fuch  a  re- 
ducement:   For  this  be  afllired,  that  nothing  in  the 
world  would  more  gratify  our  enemies,  than  to  fee 
us  afraid  of  maintaining  ourfelves  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  which  is  the  only  pofture  they  are  afraid  to 
find  us  in.     And  that  the  fears  of  popery  may  not 
too  much   difquiet  you,  be  pleafed  to  confider  that 
you  have  one  fecurity  more,  fince  that  which  was 
always  the  intereft  of  his  Majefty's  honour  and  con- 
fcience,  is  now  become  the  intereft  of  his  perfon  too, 
to  protect  the  proteftant  religion,  and  to  prevent  the 
fv/armingof  feminary  priefts.    For  his  Majefty  hath 
told  you,  T^hat  he  hath  lately  received  information  of 
defigns  againft  his  own  life  by  the  Jefnits,     And  tho' 

he 
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he  doth  in  no  fort  prejudge  the  perfons  accufed,  yet 
theftrid  enquiry  into  this  matter  hath  been  a  means 
to  difcover  fo  many  other  unwarrantable  pradices 
of  theirs,  that  his  Majefty  hath  reafon  to  look  to  them. 
Nor  are  thefe  men  the  only  faftors  for  Rome  \  but 
there  are  found  amongft  the  laity  alfo,  fome  who 
have  made  themfelves  agitators  to  promote  the  ime- 
refts  of  a  foreign  religion,  who  meddle  with  matters 
of  State  and  Parliament,  \_Coleman']  and  carry  on  their 
pernicious  defigns  by  a  moft  dangerous  correfpon- 
dence  with  foreign  nations.  What  kind  of  procefs 
the  proof  will  bear,  and  to  how  high  a  degree  the 
extent  and  nature  of  thefe  crimes  will  rife,  is  under 
confideration,  and  will  be  fully  left  to  the  courfe 
of  law. 

In  the  next  place,  let  us  carefully  avoid  all  diffe- 
rences amongft  ourfelves,  all  manner   of  clafhing 
about  jurifdictions,  and  all  difputes  of  fuch  nature, 
as  can  never  end  in  any  accommodation.     For  this 
is  ftill  what  our  enemies  would  wifh,  who  would  be 
glad  to  fee   us  ruined,    without   their  being  at  the 
charge  of  it.    And  therefore  we  muft  now,  above  all 
other  times,  labour,  to  fhew  the  world  the  moft  ef- 
fedual  fignifications  of  our  loyalty  and  duty  that  wc 
are  able  to  exprefs  -,    for  nothing  in  the   world  can 
more  difcourage  our  enemies :  As  on  the  contrary, 
nothing  does  or  can  fo  ripen  a  nation  for  deftruc- 
tion,  as  to  be  obferved  to  diftruft  their  own  govern- 
ment.    Be  pleafed   then  now  to  take  occafion  to 
manifeft  fuch  a  zeal  for  the  government,  as  to  look 
into  the  ftate  of  that  revenue  which  fhould  fupport 
the  conftant  and  neceflary  charge  of  it,  and  to  fee 
that  it  be  made  equal  to  it.     There  are  many  mo- 
tives to  oblige  us  to  this  infpedtion :   Firft,  you  fee 
the  King  expedls  it ;  and  then  again  you  cannot  but 
fee,  that  nothing  is  or  can   be  of  a  more  publick 
confideration,    than  to  fupport   the  dignity  of  the 
crown,    which  is  in  truth  the  dignity  of  the  nation, 
Befides,  'tis  unfafe,  as  well  as  difhonourabie,  that 
I  the 
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the  King's  revenue  (hould  fall  fhort  of  his  moft  ne- 
ceflary,  and  moft  unavoidable  expences.  And  if 
upon  a  due  examination  it  fhall  be  made  appear  to 
you,  that  though  there  had  been  no  diminution  of 
the  Cuftoms,  yet  no  thrift  or  condu6t  in  the  world 
could  ever  make  the  revenue  able  to  anfwer  the  cer- 
tain charge  of  the  government,  much  lefs  to  dif- 
charge  thofe  anticipations  which  lie  heavy  upon  it ; 
how  can  it  be  poflible  for  it  to  fupply  thofe  contin- 
gencies which  happen  even  in  times  of  peace;  and 
which  can  never  be  brought  under  any  regulation  or 
eftablifliment?  You  may  be  fure  a  great  and  gene- 
rous Prince  would  be  glad,  by  good  managery,  to 
have  wherewithal  to  exercife  his  royal  bounty,  but 
our  neighbours  have  found  a  way  to  prevent  that: 
For  their  vaft  preparations  put  his  Majefty  upon  a 
vaft  expence,  topreferve  himfelf  and  us. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

You  now  find  the  King  involved  in  difficulties 
as  great,  and  without  your  affiftance,  as  infuperable, 
as  ever  any  government  did  labour  under,  and  yet 
his  Majefty  doth  not  think  that  there  need  many 
words  to  befpeak  your  zeal  and  induftry  in  his  fer- 
vice:  For  the  things  themfelves  now  fpeak,  and 
fpeak  aloud. 

The  publick  and  private  intereft  do  both  per- 
fuade  the  fame  things,  and  are,  and  ought  to  be 
mighty  in  perfuafion.  If  the  honour  and  fafety  of 
your  country,  and,  which  is  next  to  that,  the  con- 
cerns of  your  own  families  and  pofterities,  cannot 
awaken  your  utmoft  cave  to  preferve  that  govern- 
ment which  only  can  fapport  you  and  yours,  all 
other  difcourfes  will  be  to  no  purpofe.  There  can  be 
no  difficulties  at  all  to  them  who  take  delight  in  fer- 
vingofthe  King  and  their  country,  and  love  the 
occafions  of  fticwing  ic.  Such  as  are  here!  But 
though  the  King  hath  had  for  many  years  a  large 
and  full  experience  of  your  duty,  yet  there  never 
was  a  time  like  this  to  try  your  aife(5lions.    There  is 

fo 
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fo  ftrange  a  concurrence  of  ill  accidents  at  this  time, 
that  'tis  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  fome  very  honeft 
and  good  men  begin  to  have  troubled  and  thought- 
ful hearts.  Yet  that  which  is  infinitely  to  be  la- 
mented, is,  that  malicious  men  too  begin  to  work 
upon  this  occafion,  and  are  in  no  fmali  hopes  to  raife 
a  ftorm  that  nothing  fhall  be  able  to  allay.  If  you 
can  refcue  the  King's  affairs  from  fuch  a  tempeft  as 
this  i  if  you  can  weather  this  ftorm,  and  fteer  the 
vefTel  into  the  harbour  •,  if  you  can  find  a  way  to 
quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  thofe  who  mean  well, 
without  being  carried  away  by  thepafTions  of  others 
who  mean  ill  •,  if  you  can  prevent  the  defigns  of 
thofe  without  doors,  whoftudy  nothing  tKc  but  how 
to  diilradt  your  councils,  and  to  difturb  all  your  pro- 
ceedings •,  then  you  will  have  performed  as  great  and 
as  feafonable  a  piece  of  fervice  to  the  King,  as  ever 
yet  he  ftood  in  need  of  And  when  the  world  fhall 
fee,  that  nothing  hath  been  able  to  difappoint  the 
King  of  the  alTiflance  he  had  rcafon  to  hope  from 
this  fefTion;  but  that  there  is  a  nght  underitanding 
between  the  King  and  his  Parliament,  and  that 
again  ftrengthened  and  encreafed  by  the  evidences  of 
your  duty  and  afFeclion,  and  raifed  above  all  poUi- 
bility  of  being  interrupted ;  then  fhall  the  King  be 
pofTefTed  of  that  true  glory  which  others  vainly  pur- 
fue,  the  glory  of  reigning  in  the  hearts  of  his  people. 
Then  fhall  the  people  be  pofiefTed  of  as  much  feli- 
city as  this  world  is  capable  of:  And  you  (hall  have 
the  perpetual  honour  and  fatisfadtion  of  having  been 
the  means  to  procure  fo  much  folid  and  lafting  good 
to  your  country,  as  the  eftahhjhment  of  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  this  kingdom^  and  confeqiiently  of  all  his 
Majeflfs  dominions. 

THE  houfe  of  Commons  having  received  0^/<fs'sThe  diii. 
informations,    they    fell  into   a   flame,    and  were I'J'^'^^^Vs!^ 
fo  afTiduoufly  employed,    that  in  the  beginning  of 
this  felTion  they  fat  whole  days,    from  morning 

3  till  p 
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till  late  at  night  chiefly  enquiring  into  the  plot,  and 
the    murder  of  Sir  Edinundbu7'y  Godfrey  \  and  with 
fo  much  fecrecy,  that  the  minutes  and  votes  of  the 
.  houfe  were  forbid  to  be  divulged.     The  upper  houfe 
feemed  no  lefs  diligent;  and  the  firft  bufinefs  of 
both  was  to  agree  in  the  following  addrefs  to   his 
Majeity,  viz. 
AJdrefs  of-      That  information  had  been  given  of  a  horrible  de- 
bodi  houfes.  (ign  againft  his  facred  life,  and  being  very  fenfible 
of  the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch  an  attempt,  and  of 
the  dangers  of  the   fubverfion  of  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion and  government  of  this  realm,  they  humbly 
befeech  his  Majefty,  that  a  folemn  day  of  falling 
and  humiliation  may  be  appointed,  to  implore  the 
mercy  and  protection  of  Almighty  God  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  royal  perfon,  and  in  him  to  all  his  loyal  fub- 
jeds  j  and  to  pray  that  God  will  bring  to  light,  more 
and  more,  all  fecret  machinations  againft  his  Mnjefty 
and  the  whole  kingdom.     All  which  was  according- 
ly done  by  Proclamation,  dated  the  25th  of  Ocloler^ 
requiring    that  Wednefday   the   13th    of  November 
Ihould  be  kept  for  a  general  faft.     Soon  after  both 
houfes  again  agreed  in  another  addrefs. 

That  having  taken  into  their  ferious  confideration 
the  bloody  and  traiterous  dcfigns  of  popifh  recufants, 
againft  his  Majefty's  facred  perfon  and  government, 
and  the  proteftant  religion,  they  do,  for  prevention 
thereof,  moft  humbly  befeech  his  Majefty,  to  iftue 
forth  his  royal  Proclamation,  commanding  all  per- 
fons  being  popifh  recufants,  or  fo  reputed,  to  depart 
from  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminjier^  and  all 
other  places  within  ten  miles  of  the  fame,  on  or  be- 
fore the  7th  of  Nove7nher  next  enfuing,  under  pain 
of  his  Majefty's  higheft  difpleafure,  and  of  the  fe- 
vereft  execution  of  the  laws  againft  them. 

To  which  his  Majefty  complied  -,  and  fent  out  a 
Proclamation  to  that  effect,  dated  05foher  30.  This 
being  not  thought  fufEcient,  they  proceeded  to  ano- 
ther in  thefe  words. 
M»  "Whereas 
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Whereas  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  facred  perfon  is  of  fo  great  a  confequence 
and  concernment  to  the  proteftant  religion,  and  to 
all  your  fubjecls,  we  do  moft  humbly  befeech  your 
Majefty  to  command  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  all 
other  the  officers  of  your  Majefty's  houfhold,  to  take 
a  ftrid  care  that  no  unknown,  or  fufpicious  perfons 
may  have  accefs  near  your  Majefty's  perfon  ;  and 
that  your  Majefty  will  likewife  pleafe  to  command 
the  Lord  Mayor,  and  lieutenancy  of  London^  to  ap-  * 
point  fufficient  guards  of  the  trained  bands,  during 
this  feffion  of  Parliament ;  and  likewife  the  Lords- 
Lieutenants  of  Middlefex  and  Siirry^  to  appoint  the 
like  guards  of  the  train'd  bands,  in  Middlefex^  TVeft- 
minfter^  Southwark^  and  other  places  adjacent,  as 
Ihail  be  thought  neceftary. 

On  the  fame  day,  0^c<^^r  24th,  Mv.Oates,  now  ^'i'^/ ^^^^-^^^ 
called  Dr.  Oates^  was  examined  in  the  houfe  of  communs. 
Commons  fix  or  feven  hours  *,  at  the  Qndi  of  which 
he  was  feveral  times,  and  with  great  ftridlnefs,  inter- 
rogated. Whether  he  knew  any  thing  more  of  the  ploty 
already  mentioned  ?  He  folemnly  anfwered  he  did 
not  ;  and  about  nine  at  night,  the  houfe  fent  for  the 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Scroggs^  who  took  his  examina- 
tion upon  oath,  and  in  the  houfe  fealed  twenty  fix 
warrants  againft  feveral  Lords  and  others  that  he  had 
fworn  againft.  Whereupon  the  five  Lords,  namely, 
the  Lord  P<?ww,  the  Lord  Stafford,  the  Lord  Arun- 
del  of  fFardour,  the  Lord  P^/<fr,  and  the  Lord  Bel- 
la/is, and  Sir  Henry  Tichburn,  Baronet,  were  taken 
into  cuftody,  and  fhortly  after  committed  to  the 
Tower  ;  and  feveral  others  were  fent  prifoners  to 
Newgate,  But  notwithftanding  Oates^s  Iblemn  afie- 
verations  of  his  not  knowing  any  more,  he  foon 
began  '  fo  much  to  abound  with  new  difcoveries 
that  fome  began  to  fufpedt  his  veracity  :  There- 
fore to  put  an  end  to  all  fuch  doublings,  on  the 
31ft  of  05foier^    the  Commons  refolved,  Jiem.  con.  The  com- 

Vol.  I.  Q,  Th^t^^ZT 
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'  That  upon  the  Evidence  that  has  already  appeared 
«  to  this  houfe,  this  houfe  is  of  opinion.  That  there  is^ 
«  and  hath  been  a  darnnahle  and  hellijh  PLOT  contriv- 
«  ed  and  carried  on  hy  popifi  recufantSy  for  affajfinat- 
*  ing  and  murdering  the  King^  for  fuhver ting  the  go- 
«  vernmenty  and  rooting  out  and  defiroying  the  prote- 

<  Jlant  religion,''  After  which  they  ordered,  '  That 
«  this  vote  be  communicated  to  the  Lords  at  a  con- 

<  ference,  and  that  the  Lords  be  defired  to  join  with 
*•  this  houfe,  in  providing  remedies  for  the  preferva- 
'  tion  of  his  Majcfty's  perfon  and  government,  and 
'  the  proteftant  religion.' 

This  remarkable  vote   had  a  great  efFedt  in  all 

places  ;    and  the  very  fame  day  the  people  were 

^.  . .      ,  ftrano;ely  affected  with   the   fight  of    the  funeral 

»ury  God-    of  Sir  Ed?nund'bliry  Godfrey  :    The  folemnity  pro- 

/rj/5  f^ne-^^^^g^  ^j.^^  Bridewell  to  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields  > 

and  the  body  was  attended  by  feventy  two  London 

Divines  who  went  in  procefTion  before  it,  and  above 

a  thoufand  perfons  of  quality  and  confiderable  citii 

zens,  who  followed  after  in  the  fame  order,  all  bcr 

ing  compleated    by  a    memorable  funeral  fermon 

preached  by  Dr.  Lloyd  minifter  of  the  parifh,  , 

The  Lords       The  next  day  there  was  a  conference  between  the 

report.       ^^q  houfcs,  upon  the  fubjed  of  the  laft  vote  of  the 

Commons  and  this  report  was  made.     The  Lords 

have  confidered  the  vote  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 

communicated  to  them  at  the  conference,  and  have 

mod  readily  and  unanimoufly  concurred  with  them 

in  it,  ne?n,  con,  and  their  Lordfhips  are  very  glad 

to  fee  that  zeal  which  the  Commons  have  fhewed 

upon  this  occafion,    and   fully  concur  with   them. 

That  the  moft  fpeedy  and  ferious  confederations  of  both 

houfe 5  are  neceffary  for  the  prevention  of  the  imminent 

dangers  \  in  order  whereunto,  their  Lordfhips  have 

refolved  to  fit  de  die  in  diem,,  forenoon  and  afternoon, 

and  defire  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  will  do  the 

fame,  i^c.      At  the   fame  time,  the  King  finding 

ihe  unanimity  of  both  houfes,  and  receiving  a  new 

addrefs 
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addrefs  againd  the  papifts,  afled  as  though  he  equally 
believed  the  danger,  and  ifiuedout  his  proclamation,  APf*^^^^""*- 
beginning  with  the  Lords  and  Commons  having  p^pifts. 
taken  into  their  ferious  confideration,  the  bloody 
and  traiterous  dcfigns  of  popilh  recufants  againft  his 
M^jeliy's  facred  perfon  and  government,  and  the 
prordtant  religion  *,  therefore  he  commanded  them 
all,  except  fettled  hoafe- keepers  that  would  take 
the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  to  depart 
the  cities  of  London  and  IVeftrmnjler^  and  all  places 
within  ten  miles  diftant  from  the  fame. 

In  purfuance  of  this  proclamation,  many  papifls 
refufing  thofe  oaths  went  out  of  town  with  great  la- 
mentations, leaving  their  trades  and  habitations  > 
but  within  a  week  or  two  they  generally  returned 
again,  and  being  better  fatisfied  by  their  leaders, 
ventured  to  take  the  forefaid  oaths. 
^^  One  great  danger  of  popery  at  this  time  was  the 
number  of  papilts,  and  even  of  new  converts,  re- 
tained in  his  Majefty's  guards  •,  and  therefore  to  re- 
rriove  the  apprehenfion  of  the  Parliament,  on  the 
id  o^  Nov  ember  y  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  declare 
in  council,  «  That  whofoever  fhall  make  difcovery  Another. 
^^' of  any  officer  or  foldier  of  his  Majefty's  horfe  or 
^^;  foot  guards,  who  having  formerly  taken  the  oaths 
'*'  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  and  the  Tf/?,  en- 
«^Joined  by  a  late  aft  of  parliament,  for  prevent- 
^  ing  dangers  which  may  happen  from  popiQi  recu- 
>  fants,  hath  been  fince  perverted  to  the  Rcmijh  re- 
'"^'  ligion,  or  hears  mafs,  fuch  difcoverer,  upon  in- 
^  formation  thereof  given  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of 
«*  Momnouth,  Lord  general  of  his  Majefty's  forces, 

*  (hall  have  a  reward  of  twenty  pounds  for  every 

*  foldier  or  officer  fo  difcovered  as  aforefaid.     And 

*  to  the  end  his  Majefty's  pleafure  herein   may  be 

*  fully  known,  his  Majefty  doth  command  that 
'  this  order  be  forthwith  printed  and  publifhed.'  A 
fecond  danger  Was  from  the  intereft  of  popifh  mem- 
bers of  Parlia'ment,  but  efpecially  in  the  houfe  of 

0^2  Peers  i 
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Peers  ;  and  therefore  the  Commons  prepared  a  bill. 

For  the  more  effectual  preferring  the  King*s  per/on  mid 
governments  by  difahUng  papifts  from  fitting  in  either 
houfe  of  Parliament,  But  a  third,  which  now  moft 
threatened  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  religion,  was 
the  profpedl  of  a  popifli  fucceflbr  •,  and  therefore 
the  popular  members  of  both  houfes  began  to  form 
the  defign  of  a  bill  of  exclufion,  as  the  only  means 
to  extinguifli  the  hopes  and  expedation  of  the  Ro- 
mifn  party.  The  Commons  began  gently  on  this 
occafion,  and  on  the  4th  of  Nove7nher  fuffered  a 
debate  to  arife  in  their  houfe,  for  an  addrefs  to  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  his  Royal  Highnefs 
may  withdraw  himfelf  from  his  Majeflfs  perfon  and 
councils.  But  then  they  adjourned  this  debate  till 
Friday s  November  8,  and  then  again  adjourned  k 
to  the  'Tuefday  following. 

The  King,  who  had  confented  to  all  they  had 
aiked  this  fellion,  now  refolved  to  give  them  a  hand- 
fom  check,  as  well  underflanding  the  tendency  of 
this  addrefs  ;  and  therefore  on  the  Saturday  before, 
November  9,  he  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and 
made  this  remarkable  fpeech  to  both  houfes. 


The  King's 
fpeech  to 
bothHoufes. 


My  Lords  and  Genilemeny 

I  Am  fo  very  fenfible  of  the  great  and  extraor- 
dinary care  you  have  already  taken,  and  ftill 
continue  to  fhew  for  the  fafety  and  preferva- 
tion  of  my  perfon  in  thefe  times  of  danger,  that  I 
could  not  fatisfy  myfelf  without  coming  hither  on 
purpofe  to  give  you  all  my  moft  hearty  thanks  for  it. 
Nor  do  I  think  it  enough  to  give  you  my  thanks 
only,  but  I  hold  myfelf  obliged  to  let  you  fee  withal, 
That  I  do  as  much  ftudy  your  prefervation  too  as 
1  can  poflibly  ;  and  that  I  am  as  ready  to  join  with 
you  in  all  the  ways  and  means  that  may  eftablifh 
a  firm  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  religion,  as  your 
own  hearts  can  wifh  :  And  this  not  only  during  my 
time,  of  which  I  am  fure  you  have  no  fear,  but 

in 
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'  in  future  ages,    even  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

*  And  therefore  I  am  come  to  affure  you,  that  what- 

*  foever  bills  you  fhall  prefent,  to  be  pafTed  into  laws, 

<  to  make  you  fafe  in  the  reign  of  my  fucceflbr, 
^  (fo  they  tend  not  to  impeach  the  right  of  fucce£lon^ 
^  nor  the  defcent  of  the  crown  in  the  true  line-,  and  fo 

<  as  they  reftrain  not  my  power ^  nor  the  juft  rights  of 

<  any  proteftant  fucceflbr,)  fhall  find  from   me  a 

*  ready  concurrence.     And  I  defire  you  withal,  to 

<  think  of  fome  more  effcdual  means  for  the  con- 

<  vidlion  of  popifh  recufants,  and  to  expedite  your 
'  counfels  as  faft  as  you  can,  that  the  world  may 

*  fee  our  unanimity  ;  and  that  I  may  have  an  op- 
'  portunity  of  fhewing  you  how  ready  I  am  to  do 
'  anything,  that  may  give  comfort  and fatisfa5iion  to 
«  fuch  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje^s.* 

In  the  Afternoon^  the  houfe  of  Commons  went  to 
the  Banqueting- Houfe  of  Whitehall^  and,  by  their 
Speaker^  returned  his  Majefty  their  humble  and  hearty 
thanks,  for  his  moil  gracious  fpeech  this  day  made 
to  both  houfes  of  Parliament.  To  which  his  Ma- 
jefty was  pleafed  to  give  this  obliging  anfwer. 

Gentlemen,  It  fhall  always  he  myftudy  topreferve 
the  proteftant  religion^  and  to  advance  andfupport  the 
int^reft  of  my  people. 

As  the  credit  of  the  plot  increafcd,  fo  did  the 
labour  and  diligence  of  the  two  houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment •,  and  the  King  feemed  all  along  to  keep  the 
fame  pace  with  them  ;  particularly  on  the  12th  of 
November^  he  ififued  out  a  new  proclamation,  a  new  Pro- 
whereby  all  Romifh  recufants,  and  fuch  reputed,  ciin^'^cion, 
were  enjoined,  under  the  penalty  of  the  laws,  to 
repair  to  their  own  houfes,  and  not  to  remove  more 
than  five  miles  from  thence  without  licence ;  ex- 
cepting out  of  this  Proclamation  the  inhabitants 
of  London  and  Weftminfter,  On  the  fame  day 
0^3  the 
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the^houfe  of  Commons,  tQ  whom  the  King  was 
nioft  attentive,  Rerolved,  'That  there  being  an 

*  aeculadon  of  high:trearon  againft  Six  Willimn  Go* 
^■'dQlphin^  his  M«ljefty*s  Ambaflador  in  Spaiuy  an 
<  humble  addrefs-  (^  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
^.defire  him, to,  calLhome  Sir  TFilllam  Godolphin  to 

*  !.ianfwer  the  accufation.'  To  which  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  anfwer,  nat  he  bad  already  ordered  his 
lei.ters  of,  revQcation\  and  that  he  bad  a  perfon  in  his 
eye^\  who  .he  defigmd.JJjould  fucceed  him  in  tbatfirvice, 

^on^Ad'-  And  on  the  fame  day  the  Commons  prefented  ano- 
drefs.  ther  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  praying,  '  That  a 
*-  ipecial  commilTion  may  be  iflued  forth,  for  tender- 
«  ing  the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy  to  all 
'  the  fervants  of  his  Majelly  and  Royal  Highnefs; 
^ane)  to  all  other.perfons  (except  his  Majeity's  Por^ 
*•  itugal  fervants)  refiding  within  the  palaces  of  ^F/j//^- 

*  hall^  St.  Jameses  and  Somerfct-houfe^  and  all  other 

*  ,his  Majcfty's  houfes-,  and  that  there  may  be  like- 
'...wife  fpe.cial  cpmmlffions  iiiijed  forth,  tor  tender- 
izing the  faid  o*^ths  to  ail  perfonsreHding  within  the 
'  two  fergeant's  Inns,  all  the  Inm  ofCauri^^ind  Inns 

*  of  Chancery.'  Towhich  bis  MaJetty^.rQ^urpecJ  an 
anfwer  in  writing,  two  d^^ys  after.;  ,'?,  dii^'w  i^norfef 

TheKing'i  Th^t  as  to  all  his  Majejlfs  own  fervants^  ail  the 
Aniwer.  fervants  cj  his  Rcyal  Highnefs,  all  other  perfon s  refiding 
i«  "VVhitehall,  St.  James's,  Somerfet  houfe,  or  .any 
other  of  his  Majefiy's  houfe s^  except  the  menial, Ser- 
vants of  the  ^/een  and  Duichefs  j  as  alfo  all  perfons 
within  either  of  the  Strjca-nCs  Inns,  or  any  of  ihelnns 
of  Court,  or  Chancery,  his  Maje  fly  grants  iL  But  as 
to  the  ^■leen'^s  menial  fervants,  who  are  fo  very  incon- 
fiderahle  in  their  number^  and  within  the  articles  of  mai'- 
riage,  his  Majefiy  does  not  think  it  fit.  And  his  Ma- 
jejly  cannot  but  take  notice,  that,  in  a  late  addrefsfrom 
the  houfe  of  Peers^  the  menial  •fervants  of  the  ^een  and 
D  lit  chefs  are  excepted;  and-  his  Majefty  hopes  this 
houfe  will  proceed  with  the  fame  moderation  as  to  that 
particiilur, 

2  Bilt 
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But  the  Commons  were  fo  heated  with  new  ex- 
aminations and  difcoveries,  that  they  could  not  be 
iatisfied  with  this  anfwer-,  therefore  in  another  ad- 
drefs,  they  humbly  advifed  his  Majefty,  and  renew 
their  dcfires,  that  the  perfons  excepted  in  his  Ma- 
jefty*^  meflage  may  be  comprehended  in  the  fame 
commiflion  ;  for  which  they  do,  in  all  duty,  jay  be- 
fore his  Majefty  the  reafons  following. 

1.  For  the  quieting  of  the  minds  of  your  Ma- Another 
jetty's  good  protectant  fubjedls,  who  have  more  than '^'^'^^*^" 
ordinary  care  and  folicitude  for  the  fafety  of  your 
Majcfty's  perfon,  by  reafon  of  the  notorious  con- 
fpiracy  of  the  popifh   party  at  this  time,  even  a-» 
gainft  the  life  of  your  (acred  Majefty, 

2.  By  your  Majefty's  proclamation,  fet  forth  up- 
on the  addrefs  of  both  houfes, /or  ha7njhlng  popijh 
recufants  ten  miles  from  London^  there  is  no  fuch  re- 
ftridion. 

3.  The  difcouragement  it  v/ould  be  to  this  king- 
dom, to  fee  fo  great  a  neglcft  ;  and  theoccafions  that 
papifts  would  take  to  fay  from  thence,  that  all  our 
fears  were  groundlefs. 

4.  It  is  too  great  a  countenance  to  the  dangerous 
fadions  which  are  already  come  to  that  heigth,  that 
it  renders  all  manner  of  difcouragement  on  that  fide 
neceflary, 

5.  It  is  againft  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  realm  ; 
which,  as  they  are  preferved  and  maintained  by 
your  Majefty's  authority,  fo  we  allure  ourfelvcs, 
you  will  not  fuffer  them  to  be  thus  violated  by  your 
family  and  royal  prefence,  upon  the  account  of  po- 
pifh recufants. 

This  was  not  very  pleafing  to  his  Majefty,  but 
before  he  could  well  return  any  anfwer,  there  hap- 
pened an  accident  that  made  him  more  uneafy :  For,  The  Com- 
on  the  I  ^th  of  November^  the  Commons  being  in-  Secretary 
formed,    that  there  were  feveral   commiflions  to  ^'>!i'^^f"f 
popifh  recufants,  and  warrants  alfo  that  they  fhould^"^'  ^ 
t>.e  mufter'd,  notwithftanding  they  had  not  taken  the 
0^4  oaths. 
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oaths,  and  fubfcribed  the  declaration,  according  to 
the  ad  of  Parliament,  and  that  they  were  counter- 
figned  by  Sir  JofephWilliamJbn^  Secretary  of  State: 
The  notice  of  this  raifed  fuch  a  heat  in  the  houfe, 
that  they  immediately  fent  Sir  Jofeph^  as  a  member 
of  their  houfe,  to  the  tower.  This  much  offended 
the  King,  who  the  next  day  fent  for  the  houfe  of 
Comrfions  to  attend  him  in  the  Banquetwg-houfi  in 
Whitehall^  where  in  a  fpeech  to  them  he  told  them 
plainly,  nat  thd*  they  had  committed  his  fervant^ 
without  acquainting  hi?n  ;  yet  he  i7it ended  to  deal  more 
freely  withthem^  and  acquaint  them  with  his  intentions^ 

^\^F'h^    /<?  releafe  his  Secretary  y    which  accordingly  he  did 

"^^'^*  ^"'' that  very  day. 

Upon  which  immediately,  the  fame  day,  the 
Commons  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to 
prefent  to  him  thefe  reafons  of  their  proceedings,  in 
the  commitment  oiSirJofeph  PFilliamfon,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  their  houfe,  viz. 

Theyaddrcfs     I.  That  divcrs  commifTions  wcrc  granted  topo- 

theKing.  pifh  officers,  and  counter-figned  by  the  faid  Sir 
Jofeph  Williamfon^  and  delivered  out  in  O^^^^rlaft, 
fince  the  meeting  of  this  houfe,  and  the  difcovery  of 
the  prefent  popifh  confpiracy.  2.  Divers  warrants 
have  alfo  been  produced  before  us,  of  difpenfations, 
contrary  to  law,  for  popifh  officers  to  continue  in 
their  commands,  and  to  be  paffed  in  mufter,  not- 
withftanding  they  have  not  taken  the  oaths  of  alle» 
giance  and  fupremacy,  and  received  the  bleffed  fa- 
crament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  according  to  the  late 
act  of  Parliament  in  that  behalf:  All  which  faid 
warrants  were  likewife  counter-figned  by  the  faid  Sir 
Jofeph  V/illiamfon  \  which  being  complained  of  to  us, 
and  confeffed  by  the  faid  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon^  we 
your  Majefty's  mod  dutiful  fubjedbs,  having  the  im- 
mediate confideration  before  us,  of  the  imminent 
danger  of  your  Majefty 's  perfon,  the  fafety  whereof 
is  above  all  things  moft  dear,  and  likewife  the  dan- 
gers from  popifli   plots,    fo  nearly  threatning  th^ 

peace 
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peace  and  fafety  of  your  Majefty's  government,  and 
the  proteftant  religion,  were  humbly  of  opinion,  wc 
could  not  difcharge  our  duty  to  your  Majefty  and 
the  whole  kingdom,  without  the  committing  the 
faid  Sir  Jofeph  fVilliamfon  ;  and  therefore  moft  hum- 
bly defire,  ^hat  he  may  not  he  difcharged  by  your  Ma- 
jefty, And  we  do  farther  moft  humbly  defire  your 
Majefty,  to  recal  all  commifTions  granted  to  all 
papifts  within  the  kingdom  of  England  and  Ireland^ 
or  any  other  of  your  Majefty's  dominions  and  ter- 
ritories. 

This  adherence  of  the  Commons  made  the  King 
not  a  little  weary  of  their  proceedings  •,  but  however, 
in  two  days  time  he  returned  this  anfwcr  in  writing, 
which  was  delivered  to  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Coventry, 

His  Majefty  having  received  an  addrefs  the  i9//^TheKing'i 
inftant  from  this  houfe,  is  plcafed  to  return  this  an-  »nfwer. 
fwer :  <  That  he  releafed  Mr.  Secretary  Williamfon 
«  before  your  addrefs  came,  as  he  told  you  in  the 

<  Banqueting-houfe  he  would  do.  As  to  the  returns 
«  of  granting   thofe  commifTions,  his  Majefty  ac- 

*  quainted  you  at  large  with  them,  in  his  fpeech, 

<  when  you  laft  attended  him.     But  in  anfwer  to 

<  your  prefent  addrefs,  his  Majefty  promifes  to  recal 

*  all  his  commifTions  whatfoever,  given  to  papifts  or 

*  reputed  papifts,  either  in  England  or  Ireland^  im  me- 

*  diately ;  and  for  his  remoter  dominions,  they  ftiall 

*  like  wife  be  recalled  with  all  the  expedition  the  fafe- 
'  ty  of  thofe  places  will  permit. 

About  this  time  the  bill  formerly  mentione(j}, 
for  difahling  all  papifts  from  fitting  in  either  houfe  of 
Parliament'^  having  been  fent  up  from  the  Commons 
to  the  Lords,  it  there  pafTed  with  fome  little  amend- 
ments, and  a  particular  claufe  in  favour  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tork.  The  faid  bill  being 
fent  back  to  the  Commons  on  the  2  ifto^  November^ 
it  pafTed  there  alfo  with  the  feveral  alterations,  but 
not  without  fome  confiderable  difficulty.     For  S>r 

Jonathan 
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Jonathan  Trelawny  and  one  Mr.  y^,  being- 1^- 
lently  heated  in  the  debate,  and  opprobrious  wdrds 
paffing  between  them.  Sir  Jonathan,  unable  to  bear 
AdiiW-  them,  ftruck  the  other  a  cuff  on  the  ear,  which  be- 
Weor^'i'^gi'eturned  by  Mr.  JJh  over  the  face,  they  both 
cuiumons.  began  to  draw  their  fwords.  But  this  difturbance 
being  at  laft  quieted  by  the  Speaker,  Sir  Jonathan 
was  prefently  fent  to  the  tower,  and  Mr.  J/b  was 
publickly  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker.  About  the 
fame  time  there  came  out  an  order  of  council,  ex- 
plaining  the  late  proclamation,  whereby  all  papifts 
were  banifhed  ten  miles  from  London,  declaring  it 
not  to  extend  to  merchants,  ftrangers,  and  fuch  out- 
landifn  perfons,  who  repaired  thither  on  the  account 
of  travel.  And  on  the  fame  day  came  out  a  pro- 
clamation, offering  a  reward  of  twenty  pounds  to 
any  one  who  fhould  difcover  or  apprehend  a  romifh 
Frieilor  Jefwit. 

'■Th  King  finding  the  delays  of  tBe  Commons,  'dn^Jnm- 
i elf  under  zvanls  and  difficulties:  On  the  25th  of 
November  he  came  to  the  honfe  ofLordSy  and  made 
bis  third  fpeecb  to  both  houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,      ::  ^lornrii^  j  3»i ) 
T-ieKj^n?.  c  y  told  vou  JH  thc  bcmnnins^  of  tliis TefTion,^ how 
to  botti       '  A  much  I  had  been  obliged  to  keep  up  my  forces 
houfej.        t  jj^  Flanders :  That  without  it  our  neighbours  had  ah- 

*  folutely  defpairedy  and  by  this  means,  whatever  has 

*  been  faved  of  Flanders,  is  acknowledged  to  be  wholly 

*  due  to  m-j  interpofition :  And  I  (hewed  you  withal, 

*  That  I  had  been  forced  to  employ  that  money  which 
^  h^d  been  ralfedfor  the  difhanding  thofe  troops,  in  tl>e 
"  cGnltnuance  of  them  together ;  and  not  only  fo,  but 

*  that  I  had  been  fnuch  more  out  of  purfe  for  that  fer- 

*  vice-,  a  fervice^  which  the  honour  affd  interefl  of 

*  the  nation  hath  heenfo  much  improved,  that  as  lam 

*  confident  no  man  would  repine  at  it^fo  I  did  not  doubt 
«  but  you  would  all  be  willing  to  fupply  it.    I  have 

*  now 
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*  now  undergone  this  expence  fo  long,  that  I  find-'it 
«  abiblutely   impoffible  to  fupport  the  charge   any 

*  longer-,  and  did  therefore  think  of  putting  an  end 
'  to  that  charge,  by  recalling  my  troops  with  all 
f  pofllble  fpeed,  who  are  already  expofed  to  the  ut- 
^  moft  want  and  mifery,  being  without  any  profpe6t 
:f.  of  farther  pay  or  fubfiftence.  But  whilft  I  was 
1  about  to  do  this,  I  have  been  importuned  by  the 
^fi;  Spanijh  Minillers  to  continue  them  a  little  longer, 
f,  until  the  ratifications  of  the  peace  be  exchanged; 
f ;  without  which,  all  that  hath  been  hitherto  faved  in 
f  i  Flanders^  will  inevitably  fall  into  the  hands  of  their 
*■  enemies.  And  now,  between  this  importunity  to 
'  keep  up  thofe  troops,  and  my  own  inability  to  pay 
«r  them  any  longer,  I  find  myfelf  in  great  difficulties 
k  what  to  refolve.  If  you  do  not  think  that  the  pub- 
^  lick  fafety  may  require  the  continuance,  I  do  wifh 

*  as  heartily  as  any  man,  that,  for  the  publick  eafe, 
f  they  Inay  be  fpeedily  difbanded,  and  paid  ofl\ 
s  I  have  thought  fit  thus  to  lay  the  matter  before 
>f  you;  and  having  acquitted  myfelf  to  all  the  world, 
^.  by  afking  your  advice  and  afliftance,  I  defire  it 

*  may  be  fpeedy,  and  without  any  manner  of  delay.' 

The  Commons  apprehending  fome  danger  from 
the  Englijh  army  in  Flanders^  which,  upon  the  late 
juncture  of  a  feparate  peace,  had  now  nothing  to  do ; 
they  therefore  prefently  refolved,  n e mine  contra dkmte^ 
'  That  it  is  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  his  Majefty'slonsferi^e 
<*  perfon,  and  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  the  go- *°^'^^^"^ 
<  vernment,  that  all  the  forces  that  have  been  railed  ^^^  ^'^^* 
.*  fince  the  29th  of  September  1677.  and  all  others 
,f  that  fince  that  time  have  been  brought  over  from 

*  beyond  feas  from  foreign  fprvice,  t>e  forthwith 
'  difbanded:  And  refolved,    It  is  the  humble  opi- 

*  mon  and  defire  of  the  houfe^  That  the  forces 
■^  'which  are  now  in  Flanders,  7naybe  im??iediately  call- 
>  ed  over^  in  order  to  their  difbanding ;'  to  which 
purpofe  they  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  before 
them  a  bill,  for  raifing  a  third  ^ art  of  the  militia^  to 
tein  conjlant  arms  for  a  time  \  which,  with  amend- 
ments, was  ingroffed  immediately  after  the  King's 
fpeech,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  where  it  like  wife 
pafled  that  houfe. 

Upon  the  30th  of  November^  it  was  pre  fen  ted  to 
the  King  on  the  throne ;  together  with  that  other 
if^a^nft'the*^^^^'  ^^^  difaUmg  papifts  from  fitting  in  either  houfe  of 
^pifit,  Parliafuent,  This  laft  bill  he  readily  pafTed  to  the 
great  fatisfadion  of  the  people,  and  fhewed  himfelf 
very  willing  to  recal  his  forces  from  Flanders^  in 
order  to  their  difbanding,  but  the  Militia  Billht  to- 
tally rejedted,  alledging,  ^hat  it  was  to  put  the  militia 
out  of  his  power  ^  which  thing  he  would  not  do,  no  not 
FOR  ONE  HOUR  ',  hut  if  the  Commons  would  affifi 
him  with  money  for  that  piirpofe,  he  would  take  care  to 
raife  fuch  a  part  of  the  milifia^  as  fhoiild  fecure  the 
peace  of  the  government^  and  his  own  perfon.  And  to 
the  fame  effe6t,  he  fhortly  after  fent  a  mefiage  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  declaring,  it  was  to  prevent  all 
mifunderftandings  that  might  arife  from  his  not  paf- 
fing  that  bill. 

While  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament  were  bufily 
employed,  and  warmly,  upon  the  fcent  of  the  po- 
pifh  plot,  they  were  of  a  fudden  diverted,  and 
thrown  into  a  new  flame  by  an  unexpedled  event 
that  appeared  at  this  time.  The  caufe  of  it  was 
i^efignsa-  from  a  long  defign  laid  to  overthrow  the  prime  Mi- 
wurer  lifter  of  ftate,  the  Lord  Treafurer  Banhy,  whofe 
Danhy,  cudeavours  to  bring  the  King  out  of  thofe  deftrudlive 
methods  he  had  been  led  into  by  the  cabal,  and  the 
French  intereft,  and  his  rejedling  many  ofl^ers  of 
France  with  a  generous  indignation,  had  given  fuch 
a  dillafte  to  that  court,  that  it  became  a  maxim  a- 
mongft  them,  'That  he  mufi  he  ruined  before  they  could 
do  any  good  in  England.  To  effect  this,  Monfieur 
Barillon,  the  French  Ambailidor,  found  it  the  belt 
way  to  join  with  one  party  in  the  Parliament ;  and. 

young 
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young  Ruvigny  was  fent  over  from  France  purpofely 
to  manage  with  the  Lord  Ruffel^  and  other  Male- 
contents  in  the  houfe  of  Commons ;  while  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth^  Earl  of  Shaft shury^  EJfex,  and  others 
ofthefame  party,  join'dwith  the  Dutchefs  of  P^r/yC 
mouthy  to  leffen  his  reputation  with  the  King  ;  who 
had  already  been  difpleafed  with  him  for  giving  fo 
much  countenance  to  the  Plot.  Thefe  feeming  fe- 
parate  interefts  being  thus  combined  and  devoted  to 
his  deftru(ftion,  there  wanted  only  a  fair  opportunity 
to  accomplifhit;  and  this  wasefFcded  by  means  of 
the  honourable  Ralph  Montagu^  formerly  mentioned, 
the  Englifij  Ambaflador  in  the  French  court,  a  perfon 
of  great  Farts  and  fubtlety,  who  had  been  for  fome 
time  projecling  and  obtaining  French  money  for  his 
Britanntck  Majefty.  But  that  part  of  his  employ- 
ment being,  or  feeming  to  be  at  an  end  by  the  ap- 
proaching peace,  he  was  defirous  tocomeover,  and 
be  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  ;  in  which  he  was 
civilly  oppofed  by  his  old  friend  the  Lord  Treafurer, 
who  had  been  particularly  engaged  to  bring  in  Sir 
William  'Tc?nple,  Whereupon  he  came  privately 
over  into  Englandy  without  the  King's  confent  or 
knowledge  i  and  not  only  got  himfelf  chofen  into 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  for  Northampton^  but  fe- 
cretly.  joined  himfelf  with  5^7n7/^/7,  and  the  difcon- 
tented  memibers,  and  feemed  to  wait  for  the  firft 
occafion  to  expofe  his  matter's  fecrets,  and  to  de- 
feat his  prime  miniiler,  which  thus  prefented  ic 
felf. 

The  King,  who  began  highly  to  difiike  his  pro- 
ceedings, received  fuch  kind  of  intelligence  from 
Mr.  Oli-vecrans,  the  Swedijh  Amballador,  that  on 
the  i(^\\\Q^ Becemher^  he  fent  a  mefllige  to  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  that  upon  information,  that  Mr. 
MountagUy  sl  member  of  that  houfe,  and  late  am- 
bafTador  in  France,  had  held  feveral  conferences  with 
the  pope's  Nuncio  there,  without  any  diredlions  or 
inftrudlions  from  his  Majefty  •,  his  Majefty  to  tHe 

end 
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end  that  he  might  know  the  truth  of  that  rpdifer, 
had  given  orders  for  the  ferzrfig  Mr.  Alounid^u's 
papers.  The  houfe  now  looking  uponthisGeriile- 
nran  as  a  profelyte,  feemed  fullen  at  the  mefifkge, 
and  particularly  defired  to  know  whether  the  infor- 
mation was  upon  oath,  and  of  what  nature  the  of- 
fence was  ?  Upon  which  Mr.  Momttagu  (landing 
up,  took  the  opportunity   to  acquaint   the   houle, 

*  That  he  had  in  his  cuftody  feveral  papers,  which 
'  he  conceived  might  tend  very  much  to  the  fafcty 

*  of  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  the  prefervation  of  the 

*  kingdom.'  A  Committee  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed to  bring  the  writings  to  the  houfe ;  which 
being  accordingly  done,  and  Mr.  Mountagu  ordered 

Mr.  MoKft'  to  feled  fuch  of  them  as  he  thought  for  the  fervice 

Ji^mto't'ifr^^'the  houfe,  and  todifpofeof  the  reft  as  he  pleafed. 

Commons,  he  produccd  two  letters  out  of  many  others,  both 

fubfcribed  Danhy^  and  both  written  to  him  when  he 

-was  Ambafiador  at  P^n'j.  .,  .•.  --^;'  ^ 

Tht^r\k\v&s^nQ6:itLondon,Janiiaty  if['i^f^i. 
Twoofhis  in  which  they  took  notice  of  thefe  words,  '  Yefter- 
letterspao-  <  ^^y  yQtjpg  Ri^i^ig^y  came  to  me  with  Monfieur 

*  Barillcn^  (having  given  me  his  father's  letters  the 
;*  day  before)  and  difcourfed  much  upon  the  confi- 

>  dence  the  French  King  hath  of  the  firmnefsof  our's 
^*  to  him  •,  of  the  good  opinion  his  mafter  hath  of 

>  me  •,  of  his  King's  refolution  to  condefcend  to  any 

*  thing  that  is  not  infamous  to  him,  for  the  fatis- 

*  fadion  of  our  King  •,  how  certainly  our  King  may 

*  depend  upon  all  alliftances  and  fupplies  from  his 
♦mafter,  in  cafe  the  friendfliip  be  preferved. — — 

*  The  main  of  their  drift  was,    to  engage  me  to 

*  prevail  with  the  prince  of  Omnge^  as  to  the  town 

*  of  ^(?/^r;7^j*— The  King  muft  come  to  fome 

*  declaration  of  his  mind  to  the  Parliament  when  it 

*  meets.     That  which  makes  the  hopes  of  peace  lefs 

*  probable,  is,  that  the  Duke  grows  every  day  lefs 

*  inclined  to  it,  and  has  created  a  greater  indifleren- 
«  cy  in  the  King  than  I  could  have  imagined ;  which 

*  added 
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*,,added  to  the  French  King's  refolutions,  not  to  part 
^  .with  "Tournay^  does,  I  confels,  make  nie  defpair 
*,/pf  any  accommodation:  Nevertheleis,  I  am  ai- 
«,/ured,  that  one  principal  caufe  of.  this  adjournment 
y.'for  thirteen  days,  has  been  to  fee  if  any  expedient 
Y  for  the  peace  could  have  been  found  in  that  time  ; 

*  ,_,^nd  the  efFed:  of  the  adjournment  hath  hitherto 
l.been,  that  no  body  wi]]  now  believe  other  than 
|Jthat  the  peace  is  already  concluded  between  us  and 
!^\.Francc^ 

The  fccond  letter  produced  by  Mr.  Mount agu^ 
v/as  dated  hondon^  March  25,  1678,  in  which  were 
marked  out  thefe  words:  '  In  cafe  the  conditions  of 

*  the  peace  fhall  be  accepted,  the  King  expeds  to 
«  have  fix  millions  of  livres  3.  year,  for  three  years, 
«  from  the  time  that  this  agreement  fhall  be  figned 

*  betwixt  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of  France  ; 
'  becaufe  it  will  probably  be  two  or  three  years 

<  before  the  Parliament  will  be  in  the  humour  to 
«  give  him  any  fupplies,  after  the  making  any  peace 

*  with  France  \  and  the  Ambaffidor  here  has  always 
«  agreed  to  that  fum,  but  not  for  fo  long  a  time,     if 

*  you  find  the  peace  will  not  be  accepted,    you  are 

*  not  to  mention  the  money  at  all ;   and  all  poflible 

<  care  muft  be  taken  to  have  this  whole  negotiation 

<  as  private  as  is  pofTible,  for  fear  of  giving  offence 

*  at  home;  where,  for  the  moft  part,    we  hear  in 

*  ten  days  after  of  any  thing  that  is  communicated  to 

*  the  French  Minifter. 

At  the  bottom   of   this   letter  are  thefe  words: 
This  Letter    is  writ    by'  my    Order. 


.x;^R. 
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Upon  reading  of  thefe  letters,  the  houfe  was  all 
in  a  flame,  which  was  no  ways  allayed  by  the 
King's  own  hand  that  appeared  at  the  bottom  •,  and 
now  having  gained  the  defired  opportunity,  they 
Ima^ediately  refolved,  vThat  there  was  fufHcient 

*  mat- 
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TheConv-  <  matter  of  impeachment  againft  Thomas  Earl  of 
^mid""*"*  Danhy,  l.ordTx^{nrtv  0^ England:'  And  within 
of  impeach- tvvo  day.%  by  the  help  of  Mr.  Mountagu^  and 
mentagaini  ^^  Harbord,  articlcs  of  impeachment  were  fully- 
drawn  up,  and  agreed  on,  as  following: 

I.  That  he  hath  traiteroufly  encroached  to  him- 
felf  regal  power,  by  treating  in  matters  of  peace  and 
war  with  foreign  Princes  and  AmbafTadors,  and 
giving  inftrudions  to  his  Majefty's  AmbafTadors 
abroad,  without  communicating  the  fame  to  the 
Secretaries  of  ftate,  and  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's 
council,  Cffr. 

II.  That  he  hath  traiteroufly  endeavoured  to  fub- 
vert  the  ancient  and  well-eft abiifhed  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  inftead  thereof,  to  introduce  an  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  way  of  government ;  and  the  better 
to  effect  this  his  purpofe,  he  did  defign  the  railing 
of  an  army,  under  pretence  of  a  war  againft  the 
French  King,  and  then  to  continue  the  fame,  as  a 
itanding  army  within  this  kingdom:  And  an  army 
being  fo  raifed,  and  no  war  enfuing,  an  adl  being 
pafled  to  pay  and  dift^and  the  fame,  he  did  continue 
the  army  contrary  to  the  faid  ad:,  and  mifapplied 
the  money  to  the  continuance  thereof,  and  wilfully 
iieglc(fled  to  take  fecurity  of  the  pay-maftcrs  of  the 
army^  as  the  faid  a6t  required,  (^c. 

III.  Thathetraiteroufly  intending  and  defigning, 
to  alienate  the  hearts  and  affe6tions  of  his  Majefty's 
good  fubjeds,  from  his  royal  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, and  to  hinder  the  meetings  of  Parliaments, 
and  to  deprive  his  Majefty  of  their  fafe  and  whole- 
fom  counfel,  did  propofe  and  negotiate  a  peace  for 
the  French  King,  upon  terms  difadvantageous  to  the 
intereft  of  his  Majefty,  and  his  kingdoms  •,  for  the 
doing  whereof,  he  endeavoured  to  procure  a  great 
fum  of  money  from  the  French  King,  for  enabling 
him  to  maintain  and  carry  on  his  faid  traiterous  de- 
figns  and  purpofes. 

q  IV.  That 
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IV.  That  he  ispopifhly  afFedled,  and  hath  traite- 
roufly  concealed  (after  he  had  notice)  the  late  horrid 
and  bloody  plot  and  confpiracy,  contrived  by  the 
papKts  againll  his  Majefty's  perfonr  and  government  ; 
and  hath  TupprefTed  the  evidence,  and  reproachful- 
ly difcountenanced  the  King's  witnefles  inthedifco- 
very  of  it,  in  favour  of  popery,  &c. 

V.  That  he  hath  watted  the  King's  treafure,  by 
ifliiing  out  of  his  Majefty's  exchequer  feveral 
branches  of  his  revenue  for  unnecefiary  penfions  and 
fecret  fervices,  to  the  value  of  231,602  pounds, 
within  two  years,  &c.  And  he  hath  removed  two  of 
his  Majefty's  Commiffioners  of  that  part  of  the  re- 
venue, for  refufing  to  confent  to  fuch  his  unwarrant- 
able adings  therein,  and  to  advance  money  upon 
that  branch  of  the  revenue  for  private  ufes. 

VI.  That  he  hath  by  indited:  means  procured 
from  his  Majefty  to  himfelf,  divers  confiderable 
gifts  and  grants  of  inheritance,  of  the  ancient  revenue 
of  the  crown,  even  contrary  to  ads  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

■4 

The  Lord  Treafurer  finding  fo  great  a  ftorm^ 
ready  to  fall  upon  him,  and  chiefly  by  the  means  of 
Mr  Mount agu,  thought  once  to  divert  it  by  expoL 
ing  all  that  Gentleman's  Letters,  which,  efpecially 
in  the  cafe  of  the  French  money,  muft  have  ren- 
dered him  much  more  obnoxious  than  himfelf. 
All  this  he  found  neceflary  in  his  own  defence, 
without  he  was  fufficiently  proteded  by  the  King 
his  mafter;  who,  upon  confulting  with  him,  there- 
upon offered  him  his  pardon,  if  occafion  required, 
to  plead  againft  the  impeachment;  and  he  was  par- 
ticularly told  by  his  Majefty,  TJjat  heowedh'wi  more 
duty  than  to  expofe  his  and  his  Amhajfadors  letters  cf 
private negotiationshetwixt  him  and  the  King  ^/France; 
and  he  was  fure  he  would  not  he  guilty  of  fuch  perfi- 
dious  hafenefs  to  him,  ^?Mountagu  had  been.  How- 
ever, whether  by  permiflion  or  otherwife,  the  trea- 

Vol.  I,  R  fursr 
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furer  fent  two  of  Mr.  Mountagu^s  letters  to  thehoufe 
of  Commons,  expedling  they  might  turn  to  his  ad- 
vantage. 

The  firft  was  dated  Paris,  January  11,  iGyy-S. 
in  which  were  thefe  words,  '  I   give  you  the  beft 

*  light  I  can  into  the  reafon  of  Monfieur  Ruvigny^s 

*  fon's  journey  into  England,  who  will  be  there 

*  perhaps  as  foon  as  this  letter.     If  his  father's  age 

*  would  have  permitted  it,  I  believe   they  would 

*  have  fent  him  ;  for  they  have  chofen  the  fon,  who 
«  is  to  makeufe  of  lights  his  father  will  give  him  ; 

*  and  by  the  nearer  relation  he  has  to  my  Lady 

*  Vatighan,  who  is  his  coufin-german,  and  the  par- 
«  ticularfriendfhip  which  father  and  fon  have  with 

*  Mr.  William  Rujfely  he  is  to  be  introduced  into  a 
«  great  commerce  with  the  male-contented  members 

<  of  Parliament,  and  infinuate  what  they  Ihall  think 

*  fit,  to  crofs  your  meafures  at  court,  if  they  (hall 
«  prove  difagreeable  to  them  here,  whilft  Monfieur 

<  Barillon  goes  on  in  his  fmooth  civil  way. 

The  fecond  letter,  dated  Paris,  January  18, 
1677-8,  has  thefe  words,  after  fpeaking  of  young 
Ruvignfs  journey  :  His  chief  errand  is  to  let  the 
King  know,  *  That  the  King  of  France  did  hope 

*  he  was  fo  firm  to  him,  as  not  to  be  led  away  by 
«  the  grand  Treafurer,  [Banhy]  who  was  an  ambi- 

*  tious  man,  and,  to  keep  himfelf  with  the  people^'h 

<  would   gratify  their  inclinations,  by  leading  his 

*  mafter  into  an  unreafonable  war  againft  France, 
«  That  as  for  money,  if  he  wanted  that,  he  fliould 

*  have  what  he  would  from  hence.     His  inftruc- 

*  tionsare,  if  this  does  not  take,  by  the  means  of 

<  William  Rujfel^  and  other  difcontented  people,  to 

<  give  a   great  deal  of  money,  and  crofs  all  your 

<  meafures  at  court. 0\dRuvigny,  who  values 

*  himfelf  for  knowing  of  £;;^/^;?<i,  has  given  it  them 

«  for  a  maxim,  ^hat  they  mult  diminijh your  credit, 

'  hejore  they  can  d^any  goo!t\  but  fince  their  chief 

*  quarrel  to  you  is,  the  being  fo  juft  to  your  mailer's 

*  intereft. 
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*  intereft,  I  am  fure  he  is  too  juft  to  let  them  do 

*  you  any  hurt. .ulf    the   King  is  for  a  war,    you 

*  know    what   to  do  ;  if  he  hearkens  to  their  mo- 

*  ney,  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  what  they  offer, 
'  and  I  dare  anfwer  to  get  our  mafter  as  much  a- 
'  gain  •,  for  Barilloti^s  orders  are  to  make  the  mar- 

*  ketas  low  as  he  can.' 

Thefe,  when  offered  in  the  Earl's  vindication, '^heXori 
were  not  fuffered  to  be  read  ;  and  the  Commons  iJ^ae^ed, 
purfaed  him  with  greater  eagernefs  than  the  five  po- 
pi(h  Lords  accu fed  of  the  plot.  Infomuch,  that  ia 
two  days  they  both  impeached  him  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  and  fent  up  the  articles  by  S'\r  Hen- 
ry Cap  el,  brother  to  the  Earl  ofEjJex^  under  the  title 
of.  Articles  of  impeachment  of  higb-treafon^  and  other 
high  crimes^  mifdemeanors^  &c.  Upon  the  reading 
of  thefe,  the  Earl  ftood  up  in  his  own  juftification, 
and  made  a  formal  fpeech,  of  which  the  greatefb  part 
is  worthy  to  be  prefer ved.  After  a  handfom  intro- 
dudlion,  he  pr-oc^lded  thus  : 

Mf  Lords.,      _v 

I  know  this  is  not  the  time  fof  me  to  enter  regu-  Hisvind;- 
larly  upon  my  defence,  becaufe  I  know  yourlf^l^ol"^, 
Eprdffaips  will  firft  order  me  a  copy  of  my  charge, 
and  appoint  me  a  time  for  my  vindication  •,  when  I 
douhtjiot  to  do  it  to  the  full  fat  isf aft  ion  of  your 
Lord Qiips  and  all  the  world.  In  the  mean  time  I 
will  only  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your  Lordlhips, 
that  thofe  articles  in  this  charge,  which  feem  to  have 
any  thing  of  treafon  in  them,  have  their  anfwer  fo 
obvious,  that  there  is  very  little  in  them  which  may 
cot  be  anfwered  by  many  others,  as  well  as  my  felf, 
and  fome  of  them  by  every  man  in  the  kingdom* 
The  firft,  which  is  ajfuming  of  regal  power,  I  confefs 
I  do  not  underftand  ;  having  never  in  my  life  done 
any  thing  of  great  moment,  either  at  home,  or  re- 
lating to  foreign  matters,  for  whidl^  I  have  not  al- 
ways had  his  Maje(ty's  command.     And  cho'  I  am 

R  2  far 
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far  from  having  been   the  mod  cautious  man   in 
taking  care  of  my  own  fecurity,  (which  perhaps  my 
great  innocence  hath  been  the  caufe  of)  yet  I  have 
not  been  fo  wanting  of  common  prudence,  as  in  the 
moft  material  things  not  to  have  had  his  Majefty's 
orders  and  diredions  under  his  own  hand,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  letters  now  made  ufe  of  againft  me. 
The  fecond  I  think  doth  fcarce  need  my  giving  any 
anfwer  to  •,  it  being  obvious,  that  the  army  was  no 
more  raifed    by  me,  than  by  every  Lord  in  this 
houfe:  And  whoever  isinthatftation  which   I  hold, 
muif  certainly  be  a  fool,  to  defire  any  thing  which 
creates  a  want  of  money,  efpecially  fo  great  a  one 
as  the  charge  of  an  army  muft  neceflarily  and  im- 
mediately produce.     And  for  one  part  of  the  article 
concerning  the  pay-mafter  of  the  army,  it  is  in  fad 
otherwife-,    for  fecurity  from  the  pay-mafter  has 
been  taken  in   the  fum   of  four  hundred  thoufand 
-pounds.     The  third  is  of  the  fime  nature  with  the 
firft,  and  comes  from  the  fame  foundation,  which  is, 
what  a  Gentleman  hath  thought  fit  to  produce  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons.     I  will  not  now  cenfure  his 
adions,  I  think  it  will  do  enough  for  it  felf  •,  I  will 
only  fay,  that  tho' I  take  it  for  one  of  the  greateft 
misfortunes  that  can  befal  a  man,  to  lie  under  fuch  a 
charge  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,    yet  I  would 
much  fooner  chufe  to  be  under  that  unhappinefs, 
than  under  his  circumftances. 

The  fourth  article  is  not  only  falfe  in  every  part 
of  it,  but  it    is  not  pofiible  to  believe  it  [true,  with- 
out my  being  the  greateft  fool  on  earth,  as  well  as 
the;  blackeft  villain.     For  were  I  capable  of  fuch 
, wicked nefs,  yet  the  more  wicked  any  man  is,  the 
.more  he  is  carried  to  his  own  intereft  ;  and  is  it  pof-  . 
fible  any  thing  under  heaven  can  agree  lefs  with  my 
1  intereft,  than   the  deftrudion  of  this  King  ?  Can  I 
poflibly  hope  to  be  better  than  I  am  ?   And  is  it  not 
apparent,  that'there  is  not  one  man  living,  whofe 
ba'ppinefs  depends  fo  much  as  mine  upon  the  prefer- 

vation 
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vation  of  his  perfon?  My  Lords,  I  know  that  there 
is  not  one  man  in  the  world,  that  can  in  his  heart 
think  me  guiky  ofthat  part  of  the  article,  if  I  fliould 
fay  nothing  to  ic.  But  befides,  I  was  fo  far  from 
concealing  this  hellifh  plot,  that  it  is  notorioufly 
known,  his  Majcfty  fent  me  the  firft  notice  of  ic, 
together  with  forty  three  hekds  of  the  information, 
before  I  knew  a  fyllable  of  it  from  any  body  elfe  : 
And  it  hath  been  owned  at  the  bar  of  the  houfeoF 
Commons  by  him,  from  whom  only  I  had  the  intel- 
ligence, That  be  had  all  the  encouragement  and  dif- 
patch  fro7n  me  that  1  could  give  him,  Befides,  when 
it  was  difclofed  to  the  council-board,  he  told  fome 
of  the  clerks  of  the  council,  as  he  had  done  me  di- 
vers times  before,  That  it  would  have  been  muchbet-^ 
tery  and  more  would  have  been  difcovered,  if  it  had 
been  longer  kept  private.  Befides  this,  I  had  the  for- 
tune ■.  to  be  particularly  inftrumental  in  feizing 
Mr.  Colejnan^s  papers,  without  which  care,  there 
had  not  one  of  them  appeared,  and  confequently, 
the  beft  and  moft  material  evidence  which  is  yet  of 
the  plot,  had  been  wholly  wanting.  And  certainly 
this  is  the  firft  time  that  any  man  was  accufed  to  be 
the  concealer  of  that  plot,  whereof  he  hath  been  a 
principal  means  of  procuring  the  difcovery.  For 
that  part  of  the  article  that  fays,  I  am  popijldy  af^ 
feEled,  I  thank  God  that  the  contrary  is  fo  known 
to  all  the  world,  that  even  fome  of  thofe  that 
voted  againft  me,  did  own  their  knowledge  of 
the  falfiry  ofthat  allegation  ,  and  I  hope  I  have 
through  my  whole  life  given  fo  good  teftimony  of 
my  religion,  both  in  my  own  family,  and  by  my 
fer vices  to  the  church,  whenever  it  hath  lain  in  my 
pov/er,  that  I  fhall  not  need  much  vindication  in 
that  particular :  And  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will 
forgive  me  my  weaknefs,  in  telling  you,  that  1  have 
a  younger  fon  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  whom  I 
(ball  love  the  better  as  long  as  I  live,  for  moving  to 
have  that  part  of  the  article  to  ftand  againft  me, 
R  3  That 
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^hat  hy  that  pattern  it  might  appear^  with  what  fort 
of  zeal  the  whole  hath  been  carried  to  my  prejudice. i 

The  fifth  article  will,  upon  examination,  appear  to 
be  as  ill  grounded  as  any  of  the  reft  ;  and  I  am  forry 
I  am  able  to  give  one  reafon,  which  is,  that  I  have 
known  no  treafure  in  my  time  to  wafte,  having  en- 
tered upon  an  empty  treafury,  and  never  feen  one 
farthing  given  to  his  Majefty,  in  almoft  fix  years, 
that  hath  not  been  appropriated  to  particular  ufes, 
and  ftridly  fo  applied  by  me,  as  the  ads  have  di- 
reded.  And  there  hath  not  been  one  of  thofe  aids, 
which,  inftead  of  giving  the  King  money,  hath 
not  coil  him  more  out  of  his  ownpurfe  to  the  fame 
ufes,  as  doth  appear  by  the  larger  dimenfions-of  the 
new  fhips,  and  fo  in  other  things :  Infomuch,  that 
I  take  upon  me  the  vanity  to  fay,  that  by  the  pay- 
ments I  have  made  to  the  navy  and  feamen  beyond 
former  times ;  the  payingpff  the  g'reateft  part  af  the 
debt  which  was  ftopt  in  the  exchequer  before  my 
time  ;  by  my  'punctuality  inthecourfe  of  payments, 
and  by  other  things  which  I  am  able  to  fhew,  1 
doubt  not  to  appear  meritorious,'  indeed  of  being 
criminal  upon  that  article. 

As  to  the  fxth  article  which  mentions  my  great 
gettings,  I  cannot  deny  but  that;  I  ferve  a  Mafter, 
whofe  goodnefs  and  bounty  hath  l)een  a  great  deal 
more  to  me  than  I  have  deferved,  and  to  whom  I 
pan  never  pay  gratitude  enough  by  all  the  fervices  of 
my  Life.  But  when  the  particulars  of  thofe  gettings 
fnall  appear,  it  will  be  found  very  contrary  to  what 
is  fuggefted  abroad  ;  and  that  in  near  fix  years  time 
in  this  great  place,  I  have  not  got  half  that,  which 
many  others  have  got  in  lefler  places  in  half  that 
time.  And  from  the  examination  of  this,  which  I 
defire  may  be  feen,  there  willarife  matter  to  accufe 
my  prudence,  and  not  having  done  for  my  family 
what  juftly  I  might,  but  nothing  to  arraign  my  ho- 
nour, my  confcience,  or  my  faithful  fervice  to  the 
prown. 

My 
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My  Lords,  if  my  obedience  to    the  King   fhall 
not  be  my  crime,  I  think  nothing  elfe  will  flick  up- 
on me  fromthefe  articles  :  For  my  own  heart  flatters 
me  to  believe,  that   I    have  done  nothing  but  as  a 
true  proteftant,  and   a   faithful  fervant  both  to  my 
King  and  country.     Nay,  I  am  as  confident,  as  that 
now  I  fpeak,  that   had  1   been  either  a  papift  or  a 
friend  to  tht  French,  I   had  not  been  now  accufed  : 
For  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  principal  in- 
former of  the  houfe  of  Commons  hath  been  afTjfted 
by  French  advice  to  this  accufation  ;  and  if  that 
gentleman  were  as  juft  to  produce  all  he  knows  for 
me^  as  he  hath  been  malicious  to  fhew  what  may  be 
liable  to  mifconflruftion  againft  me,  or  rather  againft 
the  King,  as  indeed  it  is,  no  man  could  vindicate 
me  more  than  himfelf,  under  whofe  hand  I  have  to 
fhew,  bow  great  an  enemy  to  France  /  am  thought ; 
how  much  I  might  have  had  to  have  been  otherwife  ; 
and  what  he  himfelf  might  have  had  for  getting  me  to 
take  it.     But  I  do  not  wonder  this  gentleman  will  do 
me  no  right,  when  he  does  not  think  fit  to  do  it  to 
his  Majefty,  upon  whom  chiefly  this  matter  mufl 
refledl :  Though  he  knows,  as  will  appear  under 
his  hand,  '  That  the  greatefl  invitations  to  his  Ma- 
"  jefly  for  having  money  from  France  have  been 
'  made  by  himfelf*,  that  if  his  Majefty  would  have 
'  been  tempted  for  money,   he  might  have  fold 

*  towns  for  as  much  as  if  they  had  been  his  own, 
'  and  the  money  have  been  conveyed  as  privately 

*  as  he  pleafed  :  That  his  Majefty  might  have  made 

*  matches  with  ir<^«f^,  if  he  would  have  confented 
<  to  have  given  them  Towns  *,'  and  yet,  that  the 
King  hath  always  fcorned  to  yield  the  meaneft  viK 
lage,  that  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  Spaniards  and 
Hollanders,  That  gentleman  hath  often  pretended 
how  much  his  own  intereft  in  France  was  difnini/hed^ 
only  by  being  thought  my  friend ;  and  befides  divera 
other  inftances  I  have  under  his  hand,  to  fliew  the 
,malice  gf  the  French  court  againft  me,  I  fent  two  of 
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his  Letters  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  which  fhew 
how  Mbnfieur  Ruvigny  was  fent  hither  on  purpofe 
to  ruin  me,  which  I  am  well  aflured  at  this  time 
they  wculd  rather  fee,  than  of  any  m.an  in  England, 
Befides  what  that  gentleman  could  fay  of  this  kind, 
if  he  pleafed,  I  hope  his  Majelty  will  give  me 
leave  in  my  defence,  to  fay  in  his  prefence,  and  in 
the  hearing  of  divers  Lords,  with  whom  I  have  the 
honour  to  fit  in  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs, 
that,  which  were  it  not  true,  his  Majefty  muft 
think  me  the  impudenteH:  and  worti:  of  men,  to  af- 
firm before  him,  that  ever  ficce  I  had  the  honour  to 
ferve  his  Majefty  to  this  day,  I  have  delivered  it  as 
my  conllant  opinion,  '  That  France  was  the  worfh 

*  intereft  his  Majefty  could  embrace  ;  and  that  they 
^  were  the  nation  in  the  world  from  whom  I  did  be- 

*  ]ieve,  he  ought  to  apprehend  the  greateft  danger  ; 

*  and  who  have  both  his  Person  andGoVERN- 
«  ME  NT  under  the  laft  degree  of  contempt:  For 
*i  which  reafon  alone,  were  there  no  other,  I  would 
*,  never  advife  his  Majefty  to  truft  to  their  friend- 
^  fhip.' 

Upon  the  debate  of  this  grand  affair,  we  are  told 
of  a  very  peculiar  fpeech  pronounced  by  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvan^  a  Lord  who  is  fliid  never  to  have 
fpoken  before  in  that  houfe,  who  having  been  heat- 
ed with  wine,  and  more  excited  todifplay  his  abili- 
ties by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  (who  meant  no  fa- 
vour to  the  Treafurcr,  but  only  ridicule)  was  re- 
folved  before  he  went  up,  to  fpeak  upon  any  fubjedt 
that  would  offer  itfelf.  Accordingly  he  ftood  up, 
a,nd  delivered  himfelf  to  this  effedt. 

My  Lords^ 

The  Earl  of  Y  underftand  but  little  of  Z^/i;/,  but  a  good  deal 

Speech.       JL  of  Engiijh^  and  not   a  little  of  the  Englijh  hi- 

ilory  •,  from  which  I  have  learnt  the  mifchiefsof  fuch 

kind  of  p  ofecutions  as  thefe,  and  the  ill  fate  of  the 

profecutors.     I  could  bring   many  inftances,  and 

thofe 
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thofe  very  ancient  •,  but,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  go  no 
farther  back  than  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Elizabet/fs 
reign:  At  which,  time  the  Earl  of  £/7i?;^  was  run 
down  by  Sir  IValter  Ra^vleigby  and  your  Lordfhips 
very  well  know  what  became  of  Sir  TValter  Rawleigh, 
My  Lord  Bacon,  he  ran  down  S'w  TValter  Raw!  eigh^ 
and  your.Lordfliips  know  what  became  of  my  Lord 
Bacon,  The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  he  ran  down  my 
Lord  Bacon,  and  your  Lordfhips  know  what  happen- 
ed to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Sir  Thomas  IVent- 
worth,  afterwards  ¥.2iX\o'i  Strafford,  ran  down  the 
Duke  o^  BucEtigham,  and  you  all  know  what  be- 
came of  him.  Sir  Harry  Vane^  he  ran  down  the 
E^vlo^  Strafford,  and  your  Lordfhips  know  what 
became  of  Sir  Harry  Vane,  Chancellor  Hyde,  he 
ran  down  Sir  Harry  Vane,  and  your  Lordfhips 
know  what  became  of  the  Chancellor.  Sir  Thomas 
Ojhourn,  now  Earl  oiDanhy,  ran  down  Chancellor 
Hyde  \  but  what  will  become  of  the  Earl  of  Danhy 
your  Lordfhips  beft  can  tell.  But  let  me  fee  that 
man  that  dare  run  the  Earl  of  Danhy  down,  and 
we  fhall  foon  fee  what  will  become  of  him. 

This  being  pronounced  with  a  remarkable  humour 
arvd  tone,  the  Duke  of  Buckinghafn,  both  furprifed 
and  difappointed,  after  his  way,  cried  out.  The  man 
is  tnfpired !  and  claret  has  done  the  hufinejs. 

However  it  was,  the  houfe  could  not  come  to  an 
agreement  to  imprifon  the  Earl,  whofe  caufe  wag 
now  the  difcourfe  and  noife  of  the  whole  Town,  and 
feemed  to  labour  under  great  difficulties.  The  King 
himfelf  was  fo  difturbed  and  perplexed  with  thefe 
proceedings,  which  confounded  the  minds  of  all 
men,  that  he  refolved,  as  ufually  in  fuch  cafes,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  fefTion,  before  he  had  pafTed  one 
bill,  befides  that  killing  a6l  againft  the  Roman  Ca- 
tbolics  before  mentioned. 


Accord' 
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Accordingly^  on  Monday  the  30th  </ December,  be 
came  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  declared  in  a 
Speechy 

fipeetb."^*  '  npHA  T  it  was  with  great  unwillingnefs  that 
«  -I  he  came  to  tell  them,  that  he  intended  to 
«  prorogue  them  *,  that  all  of  them  were  witnefTcs, 

*  he  had   not  been  well   ufed,  the  particulars  of 

*  which  he  would  acquaint  them  with  at  a  more 

*  feafonable  time.     In  the  mean  time  he  would  im- 

<  mediately  enter  upon  the  difbanding  the  army, 

<  and  do  what  good  he  could  for  the  kingdom,  and 

<  fafety  of  religion ;    and  that  he  would   profecute 

*  the  difcovery  of  the  popifh  plot,  to  find  out  the 

*  inftruments  of  it,  and  to  take  all  the  care  that  was 

*  in  his  power  to  fecure  the  proteftant  religion,  as  it 

*  was  now  by  law  eftablifhed.  And  accordingly  his 
«  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  prorogue  the  Parliament 

*  till  the  4th  day  of  February  next.  And  thus  ended 
'  the  eighteenth  and  laft  fefTion  of  the  fecond  and 

*  long  Parliament, after  it  had  continued  the  fpace  oP 

<  two  months  and  nine  days.' 

This  was  the  moft  warm  and  buTy  feflion  of  any 
that  preceded  it,  both  houfes  were  worked  into 
a  flame,  and  no  money  was  given  to  the  King : 
The  Commons  indeed  had  prepared  a  money  bill 
for  disbanding  of  the  arm^^  but  had  inferted  a  claufc 
for  the  money  to  be  paid  into  the  chamber  of  Lon- 
don  \  for  which  reafon  the  Lords  totally  rejeded  it. 

On  the  24th  of  the  month  o^  January,  his  Ma- 
jefty  iffu'd  out  a  furprizing  Proclamation,  in  which 
he  declared, 

«  That  he  had  taken  into  his  ferious  confideration, 

<  the  many  inconveniencies  arifing  by  the  over-long 

*  continuance  of  one  and  the  fame    Parliament ; 

*  wherefore  hepubliOiesand  declares  his  royal  Will 
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and  pleafure  to  dijfolve  this  prefent  Parliament, 
But  to  the  intent  his  Majefty^s  loyal  fubjedts  may 
perceive  the  confidence  his  Majelty  hath  irr  their 
good  afFe6tions,  and  how  willing  and  defirous  his 
Majtuy  is  to  meet  his  people,  and  have  their  ad- 
vice by  their  reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  he  will 
caufe  writs  in  due  form  of  law,  to  be  forthwith 
i filled  for  the  calling  of  a  new  Parliament^  which 
fhall  begin  and  be  holden  at  Wejhninfier^  on  nurf- 
day  the  fixth  day  of  March  next ;  when  his  Ma- 
jefty  doth  exped  fuch  laws  will  be  ena6led,  and 
fuch  order  taken,  by  the  confent  and  advice  of  his 
Parliament,  as  will  tend  to  the  fecuring  the  true 
proteftant  religion,  and  the  peaceable  and  happy 
government  of  this  his  kingdom.' 

The  King  having  prepared  the  way  by  all  plau-  The  thini 
fible  Methods,  to  render  himfelfand  his  bufinefs  2iC-iiy^^^' 
ceptable  to  his  new  Parliament ;  on  I'hurfday  the 
6th  of  March^  that  great  aflembly  met  at  Weftmin- 
fter^  watched  and  attended  by  the  eyes  and  ears  of 
the  whole  kingdom.  After  all  the  prefent  members 
had  taken  the  qaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  his 
Majefty  appeared  in  great  fplendor  upon  his  throne, 
and  having  fent  for  the  houfe  of  Commons  he  made 
this  remarkable  fpeech  to  both  houfes : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
«  T  Meet  you  here  with  the  moflearneft  defire  that  ^^e  King's 
«       man  can  have,  to   unite  the  minds  of  all  my  bothHoufesr 
'  fubjedts,  both  to  me,  and  to  one  another.     And  I 
'  refolve  it  (hall  be  your  faults,  if  the  fuccefsbe  not 
^  fuitable  to  my  defires.      I  have  done  many  great 
<  things  already  in  order  to  that  end,  as  the  excluQon 

*  of  the  popifh  Lords  from  their  feats  in  Parliament ; 

*  the  execution  of feveral  Men,  both  upon  the  fcore 

*  of  the  Plot,  and  the  murther  of  Sir  Edmund-bury 

*  Godfrey  ;  and  it  is  apparent,  that  I  have  not  been 
$  idle  in  profecuting  the  difcovery  of  both,  as  much 

*  farther 
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farther  as  hath  been  pofTible  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  I 
have  difbanded  as  much  of  the  army  as  I  could  get 
money  to  do  ;  and  I  am  ready  to  difband  the  reft 
fofoon  as  you  fhall  reimburfe  me  the  money  they 
have  coft  me,  and  will  enable  me  to  pay  off  the 
remainder :  And  above  all,  I  have  commanded 
my  brother  to  abfent  himfelf  from  me,  becaufe  I 
would  not  leave  malicious  men  room  to  fay,  1  had 
not  removed  allcaufes  which  could  he  pretended  to  in- 
fluence tne  towards  popijh  counfels, 

*  Befides  that  end  of  union  which  I  aim  at  (and 
which  I  could  wifh  could  be  extended  to  prote- 
ftants  abroad  as  well  as  at  homej  I  propofe  by  this 
laft  great  ftep  I  have  made,  to  difcern  whether  the 
proteftant  religion^  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  be  as 
truly  intended  by  others,  as  they  are  really  aimed 
at  by  me :  For  if  they  be,  you  will  employ  your 
time  upon  the  great  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  not 
be  drawn  to  promote  private  animofities,  under  the 
pretences  of  the  public:  Your  proceedings  will  be 
calm  and  peaceable,  in  order  to  thofe  good  ends  I 
have  recommended  to  you  *,  and  you  will  curb 
the  motions  of  any  unruly  fpirits,  which  would 
endeavour  to  difturb  them.         .:^riit)ni: 

*  I  hope  there  will  be  none  fuch  among  you,  be- 
caufe  there  can  be  no  man  that  muft  not  fee,  how 
fatal  differences  amongft  ourfelves  are  like  to  be 
at  this  time,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  I  Ihall  not 
ceafe  my  endeavours,  daily  to  find  out  what  more 
I  can,  both  of  the  Plot,  and  the  murther  of  Sir 
Edinund-hury  Godfrey^  and  fhall  defire  the  af- 
fiftance  of  both  my  houfes  in  the  work.  I  have 
not  been  wanting  in  giving  orders  for  putting  all 
the  prefent  laws  in  execution  againft  papifts  ;  and 
I  am  ready  to  join  in  the  making  fuch  farther  laws, 
as  may  be  necefiliry  for  fecuring  the  kingdom  a- 
gainft  popery. 

'  I  muft  defire  your  afTiftance  alfo  in  the  fupplies, 

both  for  difbanding  the  army,   as  I  have  already 

I  *  told 
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'  told  you,  and  for  paying  that  part  of  the  fleet, 
<  which  hath  been  provided  for  by  Parliament  but 
*'  till  the  fifth  of  June  laft ;  as  alfo  that  debt  for 
'  (lores,  which  was  occafioned  by  the  Poll  Billys  fall- 

*  ing  fhortof  that  fum,  which  that  ad  gave  credit  for. 

*  I  muft  neceffarily  recommend  to  you  likewife,  the 
«  difcharging  of  thefe  anticipations  which  are  upon 

*  my  revenue,  and  which  I  have  commanded  to  be 
'  laid  before  you  -,  and  I  hope  I  have  juft  caufe  to 

*  defire  fuch  an  increafe  of  the  revenue  kkU,  as  might 

*  make  it  equal  to  my  neceflary  expences  *,  but  by 

*  reafon  of  thofe  other  fupplies,  which  are  abfoJutely 
'  neceffary  at  this  time,  1  am  contented  to  ftruggle 

*  with  that  difficulty  a  while  longer ;  expeding  for 

*  the  prefent  only,  to  have  thofe  additional  duties 
'  upon  cuftoms  and  excife  to  be  prolonged  to  me  ; 
'  and  that  you  will  fome other  way  makeup  the  lofs 

*  I  fuftain  by  the  prohibkion  of  French  wines  and 

*  brandy,  which  turns  only  to  my  prejudice,  and  to 

*  the  great  advantage  of  the  French,  I  muft  needs 
'  put  you   in  mind  how  neceflary  it  will  be  to  have 

*  a  good  ftrength  at  fea,  next  fummer,  fmce  our 

*  neighbours  are  making  naval  preparations :    and 

*  notwithftanding  the  great  difficulties  I  labour  un- 

*  der,  I  have  taken  fuch  care  as  will  prevent  any 
'  danger  that  can  threaten  us,  if  your  parts  be  per- 

*  formed  in  time.  And  I  do  heartily  recommend  to 

*  you,  that  fuch  a  conftant  eftablifhment  might  be 

*  made  for  the  navy,  as  might  make  the  kingdom 
'  not  only  fafe,  but  formidable  *,  which  can  never 
'  be,  whilft  there  remains  not  enough  befides,  to 
'  pay  the  neceflary  charges  of  the  crown. 

*  I  will  conclude  as  I  begun,  with  my  earneft  de- 
'  fires  to  have  this  a  Healing  Parliament  ; 
«  and  I  do  give  you  this  aflfurance  that  I  will  with  my 
'  life  defend  both  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the 
'  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  1  do  exped  from  you 

*  to  be  defender)  trdin  the  calumny^    as  well  as  the 
danger  of  chofe  worlt  of  nienj  who  endeavour  to 

*  render 
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<  render  me,  and  my  government,  odious  to  my 
'  people.  ;jr]i§  reft  I  leave  to  the  Lord  Chancel- 
Vlor.*      /^vijn-ii' 

Accordingly-  ihe_  -Lord  Chancellor  Finch  delivered  a 
long  and  eloquent  fpeech^  of  which  the  greatefl 
fart  mufi  he  inferted.  After  a  handfom  introduc- 
tion^ he  proceeded  }bus  : 

H  E  confiderations  which  are  now  to  be 
laid  before  you,  are  as  urgent  and  as  weighty 
as  were  ever  yet  offered  to  any  Parliament  or  in- 
deed ever  can  be  •,  fo  great,  and  To  furprizing  have 
been  our  dangers  at  home,  fo  formidable  are  the 
appearances  of  danger  from  abroad,  that  the  moft 
united  councils,  the  moft  fedate  and  calmeft  tem- 
per, together  with  the  moft  dutiful  and  zealous  af- 
fedions  that  a  Parliament  can  (hew,  are  all  become 
abfolutely  and  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  our  pre- 
fervation.  At  home,  we  had  need  look  about  us : 
For  his  Majefty's  Royal  Perfon  hath  been  in  dan- 
ger, by  a  confpiracy  againft  his  facred  life,  malici- 
oufly  contrived,  and  induftrioufly  carried  on,  by 
thofe  feminary  priefts  and  jefuits,  and  their  adhe- 
rents, who  think  themfelves  under  fome  obligati- 
ons of  confcience  to  effed  it ;  and  having  vowed 
the  fubverfion  of  the  true  religion  amongft  us,  find 
no  way  fo  likely  to  compafs  it,  as  to  wound  us  in 
the  head,  and  to  kill  the  Defender  of  the  Faith.  His 
Majefty  wanted  not  fufEcient  evidence  of  his  zeal 
for  our  religion,  without  this  teftimony  from  his 
enemies,  who  were  about  to  facrifice  him  for  it : 
But  it  hath  ever  been  the  practice  of  thofe  votaries, 
firft  to  murder  the  fame  of  Princes,  and  then  their 
Perfons  •,  firft  to  flander  them  to  their  people,  as 
if  they  favoured  papifts,  and  then  to  affaflinate 
them  for  being  too  zealous  proteftants.  And  thus, 
by  all  the  ways  and  means  which  our  Jaw  calls 
treafon,  and  their  divinity  calls  merit  and  martyr- 
dom, 
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dom,  they  are  trying  to  fct  up  the  dominion  and 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope,  as  if  the  dignity  of  his 
triple  crown  could  never  be  fufficiently  advanced, 
unlefs  thefe  three  kingdoms  were  added  unto  him, 
and  all  brought  back  again  under  that  yoke,  which 
neither  we^  nor  our  fore  fathers^  were  able  to  hear. 

The  enquiry  into  this  confpiracy  hath  been  clofe- 
\y  purfued,  and  the  Lords  of  the  council  have 
been  careful  to  profecute  the  difcovery,  ever  fince 
the  rifing  of  the  laft  Parliament,  and  the  King 
doth  now  recommend  it  to  you  to  perfe<5t.  More 
evidence  hath  been  already  found  out,  and  more 
malefadlors  difcovered,  fome  in  hold,  fomc  fled  ; 
the  Jufbices  of  the  peace  have  been  quickened  in 
the  execution  of  their  duty,  the  negligent  have  been 
reproved  and  punifhed,  the  diligent  encouraged, 
and  alTifted,  in  doubtful  cafes,  by  the  opinion  of 
the  Judges  •,  adive  and  faithful  meflengers  have 
been  fent  into  all  the  corners  of  the  kingdom, 
where  there  was  any  hopes  of  fervice  to  be  done  ; 
the  very  prifons  have  been  fearched,  to  fee  whether 
any  had  fled  thither  to  hide  themfelves  there,  and 
under  pretence  of  debt  to  efcape  the  purfuit ;  and 
if  any  have  defired  leave  to  go  beyond  fea,  they 
have  firft  given  fecurity  not  to  go  to  Rome^  nor 
fend  their  children  to  any  foreign  feminaries  ;  and 
then  they  have  t)een  obliged  to  give  in  a  lifl:  of  all 
their  menial  fervants,  and  thofe  fervants  too  have 
been  examined  upon  oath:  And  order  is  given  that 
they  be  again  examined  at  the  ports,  and  make 
oath  they  are  the  fame  perfons  who  were  examined 
above:  So  that  all  poiTible  care  hath  been  taken 
that  no  malefactors  might  efcape  us  in  difguife. 
And  tho'  the  priefl:s  themfelves  do  not  keep  th« 
confeflions  of  their  profelytes  more  fecret  than  thefe 
keep  the  injunctions  of  their  priefl:s,  yet  enough 
hath  appeared  to  bring  fome  capital  offenders  to 
public  jufliice,  and  to  conviCt  them  of  the  crime  : 
lome  of  the  traitors  have  been  executed ;  feveral 
I  priefts. 
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priefts  have  been  arrefted  and  imprifoned  ;    all  are 
hiding  themfelves,   and  lurking  in  fecret  corners, 
like   the  fons  of  darknefs.      The  murderers   of  Sir 
Edmund'hury  Godfrey    have   been  condemned   and 
fuffered  death  :  Some  papifts  have  banifhed  them- 
felves out  of  the   kingdom,  others  are  imprifoned 
for  not  taking  the  oaths :    All  are  profecuted  to- 
wards   convidion  ;    and  the"  very   fhame  and  re- 
proach,  which  attends  fuch  abominable  pradiccs, 
hath  covered  fo  many  faces  with  new  and  ftrange 
confufions,  that  it  hath   proved   a  powerful  argu- 
ment for  their  converfions :  Nor  is  it  to  be  wonder- 
ed at,  that  they  could   no  longer  believe  all  that 
to  be  gofpel  which  their  priefts  taught  them,  when 
they  fa\y  the  way  and  means  of  introducing  it  was 
fo  far  from  being  evangelical.     In  a  word,  fo  uni- 
verfal  is  that  defpair  to  which  the  papifts  are  now 
reduced,  that  they  have  no  other  hope  left  but 
this,  that  we  may  chance  to  over- do  our  own  hufinefs ; 
and,  by  being  too  far  tranfported   with   the  fears 
of  popery,  negledl  the  opportunities  we  now  have 
of  making  fober  and  lafting  provifions  againft  it. 
And  'tis  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  it  would  infinite- 
ly gratify  the  papifts  in  the  revenge  they  wi(h,  for 
this  difcovery,  if  they  could  fee  us  diftracted  with 
jealoufies  incurable,  and  diftrufting  the  government 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  Ihould  weaken  all  that  reve- 
rence by  which  it  ftands:  For  then  the  plot  would 
not  be  altogether  without  etfeft  ;  but  thofe  whom 
they  could  not  deftroy   by   their  confpiracy,  they 
fhould  have  the   fatisfadlion  to  fee   ruining  them- 
felves after  the  difcovery  :  So   that,  tho'   we  had 
efcaped  that  defolation  which  they  intended  to  have 
brought  upon  us,  nothing  could  fave  us  from  that 
deftrudlion  which   we  fhall  bring  upon  ourfelves. 
But  their  expedations  of  this  are  as  vain,  as  their 
other  defigns  were  wicked  :    For  his  Majefty  hath 
already  begun   to  let    them  fee  with   what  feverity 
he  intends  to  proceed  againft  them.       He   hath 

pafled 
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pa  {Ted  a  law  to  difible  all  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  that  flidlion  ever  to  fit  in  Parliament ;  and  not 
content  with  that,  he  did  offer  to  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, and  does  again  renew  the  fame  offer  to  this 
Parliament,  to  pafs  any  farther  laws  againft  popery 
which  fhall  be  defired :  So  as  the  fame  extend  not  to 
the  diminution  of  his  own  prerogative,  nor  alter  the 
defcent  of  the  crown  in  the  right  line,  nor  defeat  the 
fucceffion.  He  hath  refufed  the  petition  of  the 
Lords,  who  during  the  interval  of  Parliament,  de- 
fired to  be  brought  to  their  trial,  and,  after  fo  long 
an  imprifonment,  might  reafonably  enough  haveex- 
peded  it.  But  his  Majefty  thought  it  fitter  to  re- 
ferve  them  to  a  more  publick  and  confpicuous  trial ' 
in  Parliament :  Fof  which  caufe  their  trial  ought 
now  to  be  haftned  •,  for  it  is  high  time  there  Ihould 
be  feme  period  put  to  the  imprifonment  of  the 
Lords. 

But  that  which  the  King  hath  been  pleafed  to 
mention  to  you  this  morning,  furpaffes  all  the  reft, 
and  is  fufHcient  of  itfelf  alone  to  difcharge  all  thofc 
fears  of  popifh  influences,  which  many  good  mea 
had  too  far  entertained  :  For  now  you  fee  his  Ma-"' 
jefty  of  his  own  accord  hath  done  that,  which 
would  have  been  very  difficult  for  you  to  afk  j  and 
hath  deprived  himfelf  of  the  converfation  of  his 
royal  and  only  brother,  by  commanding  him  to 
depart  the  kingdom  ;  to  which  command  his  Royal 
Highnefs  hath  paid  a  humble  and  a  moft  entire 
fubmifTion  and  obedience.  This  feparation  was 
attended  with  a  more  than  ordinary  forrow,  on 
both  fides.  But  he,  that,  for  your  fakes,  could 
part  with  fuch  a  brother,  and  fuch  a  friend,  you 
may  be  fure,  hath  now  no  favourite  but  his  people. 
Since  therefore  his  Majefty  hath  fhewn  fo  much 
readineis  to  concur  with,  and  in  a  manner  to  pre-* 
vent  the  defires  of  his  Parliament,  it  is  a  mifcrablc 
refuge  our  enemies  muft  truft  to,  when  they 
hope  to  fee  our  zeal  out-run  our  difcretion,  and  thac 
Vol.  I,  S  we 
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we  ourfelves  (hall  become  the  unhappy  occafion  of 
making  our  own  counfels  abortive.  Not  only  the 
care  of  the  ftate,  but  the  care  we  ought  to  have  of 
the  Church  too,  will  preferve  us  from  errors  of  this 
kind  :  For  as  there  neither  is,  nor  hath  been  thefe 
fifteen  hundred  years,  a  purer  church  than  ours  ; 
fo  it  is  for  the  fake  of  this  church  alone,  that  the 
ftate  hath  been  fo  much  difturbed.  It  is  her  truth 
and  peace,  her  decency  and  order,  which  they  la- 
bour to  undermine,  and  purfue  with  fo  reftlefs  a 
malice :  And  fince  they  do  fo,  it  will  be  necefTary 
for  us  to  diftinguifh  between  popiih  and  other  recu- 
fants,  between  them  that  would  deftroy  the  whole 
flock,  and  them  that  only  wander  from  it.  And 
among  the  many  good  laws  you  fhall  think  fit  to 
provide,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  think  of  fome  better 
remedy  for  regulating  the  prefs,  from  whence  there 
daily  fteal  forth popijb  c at echifms^pf alters^  and  books 
of  controverfy  :  And  it  may  be  another  good  fruit 
offuch  law,  to  hinder  fchifmatical  and  feditious 
libels  too  ;  for  certainly  it  were  much  better  for  us 
to  make  fuch  laws  as  will  prevent  offences,  rather 
than   fuch  as  ferve   only   to  punifh  the  offenders. 

*  Then,  infifting  upon  the  reafonablenefs  of  a  fup- 
«  ply,  from  the  dangers  abroad,  and  neceffities  at 

*  home,  he  proceeded  thus :' 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
There  are  many  things  to  do,  and  fo  little  time 
to  do  them  in,  that  there  ought  not  to  be  one 
minute  loft.  The  feafon  of  the  year  is  not  yet  fo 
far  advanced,  as  to  make  it  too  late  to  fet  out  a 
fleet  this  fummer  ;  for  moft  of  the  preparations  are 
ready,  if  we  go  about  it  with  that  diligence 
which  is  requifite.  And  therefore  it  doth  infinite- 
ly import  us  ^all  to  huft)and  time.  The  beft  way 
of  doing  this  will  be,  to  avoid  all  long  and  tedious 
confultations,  which  fometimes  do  as  much  harm  as 
ill  refolutions :  And,  above  all,  to  take  heed  to  avoid 

fuch 
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fuch  queftions  and  debates  as  tend  to  ralfe  heat,  or 
may  create  any  kind  of  difturbance.     Nor  doth  a- 
ny  thing  in  the  world  lb  much  contribute  to  difpatch 
as   quiet   and  orderly  proceedings :    For  they  who 
are  in  hafte,  and  attempt  to  do  all  their  bufinefs  at 
once,    moft    commonly    hinder    themfelves   from 
bringing  any  thing  to  perfedlion.     You  have  now 
an  opportunity  of  doing  great  things  for  the  King 
and  kingdom  •,  and  it  deferves  your  utmoft  care  to 
make  a  right  ule  of  it :  For  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
a  Parliament  to   recover  a    loft  opportunity,  or  to 
reftorethemfelvesagain  to  the  flime  circumftances, 
or  the  fame  condition,  which  they  once  had  a  power 
to  have  improved.     Would  you   fecure  religion  at 
home,  and  itrengthen  it  abroad,  by  uniting  the  in- 
tereft  of  all  the   proteftants  in  Europe?  This  is  the 
time.     Would   you  \^x.   the  chriltian  world  fee  the 
King  in  a  condition  able  to  protedt  thofe  who  (hall 
adhere  to   him,  or  depend  upon  him  ?  ms  is  the 
time.     Would  you  extinguifli  all  our  fears  and  jea- 
loufies  ?  Would  you  lay  afideall  private  animoficies, 
and  give  them  up  to  the  quiet  and  repofe  of  the  pub- 
lick?  this  is  the  time.     Would  you  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  a  lading  peace,  and  fecure  the  church  and 
ftate  againft  all  the  future  machinations  of  our  ene- 
mies? This  IS  THE  Time. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  prefent  face  of  things,  and  the  ftate 
wherein  we  now  now  are,  is  fo  well  known  and 
underftood  abroad,  that  the  whole  world  is  in  great 
expectations  of  thofe  refolutions  which  fhall  be  tak- 
en here  :  The  rcfults  of  this  council  feem  to  be  de- 
cifive  of  the  fate  of  thefe  kingdoms  for  many  ages, 
and  are  like  to  determine  us  either  to  happinefs  or 
mifery  of  a  very  long  duration.  We  ufe  to  fay, 
and  fay  truly,  That  the  King,,  whenfeafed  in  Parlia- 
ment^ is  then  in  thefulnefs  of  his  Majefty  and  power, 
S  2  and 
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and  fhines  forth  with  the  hrighteft  luftre.     Let  no  ex- 
halation from  beneath  darken  or  obfcure  it !  Foreign 
nations  fay,  and  fay  truly,  that  a  King  (?/" England, 
in  conjun^fion  with  his  Parliament^  is  as  great  and 
dreadful  a  Prince  as  any  in  Europe  :    Shew  them  the 
fight  they  are  afraid  of !  And  fince  they  have  laid 
it  down  for  a  maxim  in  their  politicks,   That  Eng- 
land can  never  he  defiroyed  but  by  itfelf\  and  that  it 
is  in  vain  to  make  any  attempts  upon  this  nation^  un- 
til they  be  infome  great  diforder  and  confufion  among 
themfelves  -,  make   the   ambitious  defpair   betimes, 
and  eftabiifh  fo  perfedt  an  intelligence  between  all 
the  parts  of  this  great  body,  that  there  may  be  but 
one  heart,  and  one  foul  among  us.     And  let  us  all 
pray,  That  he^  who  hath  once  more  miraculoufly  de- 
livered the  King^  the  churchy  and  the  flate^  would  be 
pleafed  flill  to  continue  his  divine  protection^  and  give 
us  thankful  and  obedient  hearts.     And  when  we  have 
offered  up  thofe  hearts  to  God,  let  us  in  the  next 
place  offer  them  again   to  the  King,  and  lay  them 
down  at  the  footftool  of  his  throne,  that  fo  the  King 
may  fee  himfelf  fafe  in  your  counfels,  rich   in  your 
affedions,  viflorious  by    your  arms,  and  raifed  to 
fuch  a  heigth  by  your  loyalty  and  courage,  that  you 
may  have  the  honour  of  making  him  the  greatefi 
Kingy  and  he  the  glory  of  making  you  the  happieft 
people. 

In  conclufion,  by  the  King's  commands,  he  or- 
dered the  houfe  of  Commons  to  proceed  to  the 

I  choice  of  a  Speaker,  who  was  to  be  prefented  to 

ihe  King  the  next  day  ;  and  being  returned  to  their 
houfe.  Colonel  Birch  did  nominate  and  recommend 
the  Right  Honourable  Edward  Seymour^  Knight 
of  the  Shire  for  the  Counvjoi  Devon ^  Treafurer 
of  the  Navy,  one  of  his  Majefty's  moft  Honour- 
able Privy-Council,  and  Speaker  of  the  laft  Par- 
liament: Being  a  perfon  acceptable  to  the  King, 
and  one  who  for  his  great  integrity,  ability,  and 
long  experience  in  the  employment,  was  the  fit- 
eft 
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eft  perfon  for  fo  great  a  truft.  And  Mr.  Seymour 
being  unanimoufly  called  upon  to  the  chair,  was 
conduced  thither  by  Sir  Thomas  Lee^  Sir  Thomas 
Wbitmore^  and  divers  other  members,  and  being 
there  placed,  he  made  a  gratulatory  fpeech  to  the 
houfe  for  their  great  kindnefs   and  affedion  toward 


_  s 

him,  in  their  unanimous  choice  of  him:  But  ftill 
he  defired  the  houfe  that  they  would  proceed  to  a 
new  eledion,  '  For  the   long    fittings   of  the  late 

*  Parliament  had  fo  impaired  his    health,  th:it  he 

*  doubted  he   fhould    not  be  well  able  to  undergo 

*  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  as  would  be  expcded 
'  from  him  :'  But  the  houfe  not  admitting  of  any 
excufe,  confirmed  their  choice  ;  upon  which  he  de- 
fired  leave,  '  That  he  might  intercede  with  his  Ma- 
'  jefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  difcharge  him 
'  of  the  duty.' 

But  it  appears,  that  he  needed  not  have  been  fo  ur- 
gent ;  for  the  King  and  the  Earl  of  Danhy  taking 
this  choice  ro'i^e  an  ill  prefage,  that  this  Parlia- 
ment would  begin  where  the  laft  ended,  were  re- 
folved  not  to  approve  of  it :  And  as  foon  as  he 
appeared  to  be  prefented,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
ftood  up,  and  faid,  ^*  That  if  his  Majefty  fliould  Sufefhfm, 
«  always  accept  a  perfon  picht  upon  by  the  houfe 

*  of  Commons,  then  it  would  be  no  great  favour 

*  to  be  chofen  a  Speaker ;  and  therefore  his  Majef- 
'  ty,  being  the  beft  judge  of  perfons  and  things, 
<  thought  fit  to  except  againft  Mr.  Seymour^  as  be- 

*  ing  fitly  qualified  for  other  fervices  and  employ- 
«  mentSjWithout  giving  any  reafon  to  the  perfons  chul^ 

*  ing  or  the  perfon  chofen.' And  therefore  he  order- 
ed them  to  fix  upon  fome  other  perfon  by  to  morrow 
morning,  to  be  prefented  to  the  King  for  his  approba- 
tion. The  Commons  immediately  returned  back  to 
their  own  houfe,  where  Sir  JohnErnly  ftood  up  and 
acquainted  them, '  He  had  orders  from  his  Majefty  to 

*  recommend  Sir  Thomas  Meers  to  them  to  be  their 
'  Speaker,  as  a  perfon  well  known  in  the  method 

S  3  «  and 
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and  pradice  of  Parliaments,  and  a  perfon  that  he 
thought  would  be  very  acceptable  and  ferviceable 
to  them.'  But  the  houfe  in  a  great  heat  cried  our, 
No^  no!  and  fell  into  a  warm  debate.  Mr.  Sa- . 
cheverell  faid,  '  It  was  never  known  that  a  perfon 
fhould  be  excepted  againft,  and  no  reafon  at  all 
given,  and  therefore  concluded,  that  it  v;as  done 
purpofely  to  gratify  feme  particular  perfons. 
Mr.  JVilliams  fiid,  for  above  a  hundred  years, 
it  had  not  been  known  that  a  Speaker  prefented 
was  ever  excepted  againft  •,  and  the  thing  itfelf  of 
prefenting  him  to  the  King,  as  he  humbly  con- 
ceived, was  but  a  bare  comphment.  Sir  Tbo?nas 
Clarges  alledged,  that  there  were  Parliaments  long 
before  there  were  Speakers  chofen,  and  afterwards 
for  the  eafe  of  the  houfe  among  themfelves,  they 

pitched  upon  a  Speaker. All  our  lives   and 

liberties  are  preferved  by  this  houfe,  therefore  we 
are  to  preferve  the  liberties  of  it.  Mr.  Garraway 
objeded,  if  Mr.  Sepnour  be  rejeded,  and  no 
reafon   given,  pray  who   muft  chufe  a  Speaker, 

the  King  or  we  ?  It  is  plain   not  we  .? Sir 

T'bomas  Lee  (iiid,    w^e   addrelled  ourfelves    to  his 
Majcfty  the  laft  Parliament,  as  fearing  his  perfon 
to  be  in  danger,  but  we  received  no  anfwer  at  all 
in  a  whole  week  *,  we  were  immediately  prorogued 
unexpectedly  *,  and  a  little  after  diffolved,  as  un- 
expededly  *,  and  I  fuppofe,  the  fame  perfons  that 
gave  that  advice,  gave  this  alfo.'     Others  con- 
cluded, that  all  this  was  only  for  a  bone  of  conten- 
tion, fearing  they  fhould  agree,  and   fo  called  to 
adjourn  •,  which  was  foon  agreed  to. 

Thefe  heats  were  fo  much  the  greater,  becaufe 
they  reafonably  fuppofed  that  it  was  all  occafioned 
by  the  Earl  ofDanhy  -,  whofe  power  was  not  whol- 
ly at  an  end-,  and  between  whom  and  Mr.  Seymour 
there  was  a  particular  refentment.  However,  the 
firft  thing  refolved  on  the  next  day,  bdng  Saturday, 

'  was. 
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was,  '  That  an  humble  application  be  made  to  the  They  apply 

*  King,  to  acquaint  his  Majefty,  that  the   matter  ^'''^'^"'^" 
'  yefterday  delivered  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,   re- 

'  lating  to  the  Speaker,  is  offo  great  importance, 
'  that  this  houfe  cannot  immediately  come  to  a  refo- 
«  lution  therein  :  And  therefore  do  humbly  defire  his 

*  Majefty,  that  he  will  gracioufly  be  pleafed,  to  grant 
'  fome  farther  time  for  this  houle  to  take  the  mat- 

*  ter  into  confideration.'  And  they  ordered  the 
Chancellor  of  the  dutchy,  the  Lord  CavendiJJj^  the 
L^ord  Ri/JJel,  and  S\x  Henry  Capel^  immediately  to 
attend  his  Majefty  with  this  vote.  Being  returned 
in  a  fhort  time,  the  Lord  Rujfel  acquainted  the 
houfe,  That  they  had  attended  his  Majefty,  who 
was  fitting  in  council  •,  and  that  his  Majefty,  as  foon 
as  he  was  informed  they  were  to  v/ait  upon  him 
from  the  houfe,  immediately  came  out,  and  receiv- 
ed them  with  great  chearfulnefs  and  kindnefs :  And 
having  delivered  their  meffage,  his  Majefty  retired 
to  the  council  chamber,  and  coming  out  again,  was 
pleafed  to  return  the  follovv^ing  anfwer  by  word  of 
mouth,  which  they  had  reduced  to  writing : 

Gentlemen^ 

*  T  have  confidered  of  your  mefiage,  and  do  con- His  anfwer. 
'  JL  fent  to  a  farther  time,  which  I  appoint  to  be 

*  on  Tuefday  next,  unlefs  yoofhall  find  fomc  expe- 
'  dient  in  the  mean  time-,  Was  I  Vv'ould  not  have 

*  my  prerogative  intrenched  upon,  fo  I  would  not  do 
'  any  thing  againft  the  privileges  of  the  houfe. 

Upon  the  faid  Tuefday,  they  drew  up  this  hiimlle 
Reprefentation. 

\TnrE    your    Majefty's  moft  dutiful    and   loyal  Tons'Jei^;. 
^^    fubjedls,  the   Commons  in  this  prefent  Par-^^^^^tion, 
liament  afTcmbled,  do  with  all  obedience  return  ycur 
Majefty  -moft  hearty  thanks  for   the  favourable   re- 
ception, and   gracious   anfwer  your  Majefty    was 
S  4  pleafed 
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pleafed  to  return  to  our  late  meflage  ;  wherein  your 
Majefty  was  pleafed,  not  only   to  allow  us  longer 
t'lme^  to  deliberate  of  what  was  deliv^ered  to  us  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  relating  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker, 
hue  likewife  to  exprefs  fo  great  a  care  not  to  Infringe 
our  privileges.     And  we  defire  your  Majefty  to  be- 
lieve, no  fubjedls  ever  had  a  more  tender  regard, 
than  ourfelves,  to  the  rights  of  your  Majefty,  and 
your  royal  prerogative  •,  which  we  (hall  always  ac- 
knowledge to  be  vefted  in  the  crown,  for  the  bene- 
fit and   protedion    of  your   people.     And  there- 
fore  for  the   clearing  all  doubts  that  may  arife  in 
your  royal  mind,  upon  this  occafion  now  before  us, 
we  crave  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  unto  your  Ma- 
jefty, That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Com- 
mons to  have  the  free  eledlion  of  one  of  their  mem- 
bers, to  be  their  Speaker,  and  to  perform  thefervice 
of  the  houfe:   And  that  the  Speaker  fo  eleded,  and 
prefented  according  to  cuftom,  hath,  by  the  con- 
ftant   pradice  of  all  former  ages,    been  continued 
Speaker  and  executed  that  employment,  unlefs  fuch 
perfons  have  been  excufed  for  fome  corporal  difeafe, 
which  has  been  alledged,   either  by  themfelves,    or 
fome  others   in   their   behalf,  in  full   Parliament. 
According  to  this  ufage,  Mr.  Edward  Seymour  was 
unanimoufly  chofen,  upon  the  confideration  of  his 
great  ability  and  fufficiency  for  that  place,  of  which 
we  had  large  experience  in  the  laft  Parliament,  and 
was  prefented  by  us  to  your  Majefty,  as  a  perfon 
we   conceived  would   be  moft  acceptable  to  your 
Majefty *s    royal  Judgment.     This  being  the  true 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  we  do  in  all  humility  lay  it  be^ 
fore  your  Majefty's  view  •,  hoping  that  your  Ma- 
jefty, upon  due  confiderarion  of  former  precedents, 
will  reft   fitisfied  with  our  proceedings,  and   will 
think  fit  not  to  deprive  us  of  fo  neceffary  a  member, 
by  employing  him  in  any  other  fer vice -,  but  to  give 
us  fuch  a   gracious  anlwer,  as  your  Majefty,  and 
your  royal  predecefibrs  have  always  done  heretofore 

upon 
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upon  the  like  occafions  •,  that  fo  we  may,  without 
more  lofs  of  time,  proceed  to  the  difpatch  of  thole 
important  affairs,  for  which  we  were  called  hither  : 
Wherein  we  doubt  not  but  we  fhall  fo  behave  our 
felves,  as  to  give  an  ample  teftimony  to  the  whole 
world,  of  our  duty  and  affedlion  to  your  Majefty's 
fervice,  and  of  our  care  of  the  peace  and  profperity 
of  your  kingdoms. 

To  this  reprefentation  the  King  immediately  gave  this 
Jhort  anfwer. 

Gentlemen^ 

<  /t   LL  this  is  but  lofs  of  time;  and  therefore  The  King'* 
*  £\^  I  defire  you  to  go  back  again,  and  do  as  I  anfwer. 

<  have  directed  you.* 

This  giving  no  fatisfaflion  to  the  houfe,  the 
next  day,  March  12th,  the  Commons,  after  a  warm 
debate,  drew  up  this  following  addrefs : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WH  ERE  AS  by  the  gracious  anfwer  yourTheCom^ 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  to  our  firft  JJ°j?' ^'^' 
meffage  in  council,  whereby  your  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  declare  a  refolution,  not  to  infringe  our  juft 
rights  and  privileges^  we  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  Commons  were  encouraged,  to  make  an 
humble  reprefentation  to  your  Majefty  upon  the 
choice  of  our  Speaker  which  on  Tuef day  laft  was 
prefented  by  fbme  of  our  members  :  We  do,  with 
great  trouble  and  infinite  forrow,  find  by  the  report 
made  to  us  by  thofe  members,  at  their  return,  that 
your  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  us  an  immediate 
anfwer  to  the  fame,  without  taking  any  farther  con- 
federation ;  which,  we  are  perfuaded,  if  your  Ma- 
jefty  had  done,  what  we  then  offered  to  your  Ma- 
jefty would  fo  far  have  prevailed  upon  your  royal 
judgment,  as  to  have  given  your  Majefty  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  reafonablenefs  of  our  defire  i  and  preferv^ 
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ed  us  in  your  Majefty's  favourable  opinion  of  our 
proceedings.  And  fmce  we  do  humbly  conceive, 
that  the  occafion  of  this  queftion  hath  arifen  from 
your  Majefty's  not  being  truly  informed  of  the  ftate 
of  the  cafe-,  we  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty,  to 
take  the  faid  reprefencation  into  your  farther  confi- 
deration,  and  give  us  fuch  a  gracious  anfwer,  that 
we  may  be  put  in  a  capacity  to  manifeft  our  readi- 
nefs,  to  enter  into  thofe  confultations,  which  necef- 
farily  tend  to  the  prefervation  and  welfare  of  your 
Majefty  and  your  kingdoms. 

Upon  reading  this  addrefs  to  the  King,  he  imme- 
diately gave  this  quick  and  (harp  return  ;  Gentlemen^ 
1  will  fend  you  an  anfwer  to  morrow.     Accordingly, 
as  he  had  often  done  before  upon  great  difficulties, 
he   refolved  to  put  an  end  to  the  difpute ;  and  on 
the  next  morning,  htmg'Tburfday  the  13th  of  March, 
he  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  fending  for  the 
The  King    CommoHs,  he  immediately  prorogued  the  Parlia- 
?ne'pfriia.   ment   till  Saturday  following,  after   the  Com.mons 
"''''^'        had  fat  without  a  Speaker  but  fix  days.     And  thus 
the  King  found  a  way  to  gain  his  point,  but  with 
yery  little  advantage  to  his  own  bufinefs  and  affairs, 

Thofecond  On  the  appointed  day,  March  i^th,  his  Majefty 
^'^^''"'  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  in  his  royal  robes,  and 
the  houfe  of  Commons  attending,  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  put  both  houfes  in  mind  of  what  he  faid 
to  them  at  the  opening  of  the  Parliament :  And  then 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  the  King's  command,  di- 
rected the  Commons  to  return  to  their  houfe,  and 
to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker.  And  being 
returned,  the  Lord  Ruffel  \>ut  the  houfe  in  mind  of 
the  King's  commands,  and  immediately  recom. 
mended  JVilliam  Gregory  Serjeant  at  law,  as  a  per- 
fin  for  his  great  learning  and  integrity^  fit  for  the  em- 
ployment. And  Mr.  Serjeant  Gregory  being  una- 
nimoufly  called  upon  to  the  chair,  he  in  a  fnort 
fpeech  modeltly  excufed  himfelf,  and  defired  of  the 

houfe. 
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houfe,  that  another  might  be  nominated  ;  but  no 
excufe  being  admitted,  he  was  formally  conduced 
to  the  chair,  by  his  tvv^o  intimate  triends,  the  Lord 
Rtipl  and  the  Lord  Ca'^jendiJJj^  and  there  confirmed 
in  the  place. 

On  the  Monday  following,  he  was  prefented  by 
the  Commons  to  the  King,  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
who  without  hefitation  approved  of  the  choice. 

The  houfe  of  Commons  appeared  refolved,  to 
purfue  the  latter  meafures  taken  in  the  former  Par- 
liament, and  therefore  on  Wednefday  the  19th  of 
March^lhty  refolved,  ;  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
*  pointed  to  infped  the  journals  of  the  lad  feflion  of 
'  the  laft  Parliament,  and  to  prepare  and  draw  up  a 
'  ftate  of  the  matters  then  depending,  and  undeter- 
'  mined,  and  the  progrefs  that  was  made  therein/ 

And  on  the  next  day,  thty  ]Refolved,  thata  Ccm-Acomm-.t- 
mittee  oi'  Secrecy  be  appointed  to  take  informations,  teeof  fecre- 
and  prepare  evidence,  and  draw  up  articles  againll''^* 
the  Lords  that  are  impeached,  and  that  are  now  in 
the  Tower,  and  to  take  fuch  farther  informations  as 
ihall  be  given,  relating  to  the  plot  and  confpiracy 
againd  his  Majefty  ^nd  the  government,  and  the 
murder  of  S\x  Ed^jiund-hury  Godfrey.  And  then,  to 
be  yet  more  particular,  they  immediately  after  Re- 
folved^ that  a  melTage  be  lent  to  the  Lords  to  put 
them  in  mind  of  the  impeachment  of  High  Treafon^ 
exhibited  againft  Thomas  Earl  of  Danby,  in  the 
names  of  the  Commons  ofEnglajid-,  and  to  de fire 
that  he  may  be  committed  to  fafe  cuftody  :  Refolving 
again,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  fe- 
crecy,  to  draw  up  farther  articles  againft  him.  How- 
ever, the  letters  produced  againft  the  Earl  being 
written  by  the  King's  particular  command,  and  fome 
private  papers  being  neceflary  for  his  defence,  which 
his  Majefty  would  not  fuffer  to  be  made  public  ; 
he  at  laft  refolved  to  adhere  to  the  benefit  of  his  par- 
don, and  hoping  his  abfence  might  allay  the  ftorm, 
thought  fit  to  withdraw. 

And 
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And  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  profecute 
the  plot,  the  murder,  and  this  nobleman,  all  coun- 
tenance was  given  to  the  plot  difcoverers  ;  and  on 
the  21ft  0*1  March ^  Dr.  Tongue  and  Mr.  Oates  were 
called  before  the  Commons,  to  give  in  their  infor- 
mations concerning  the  plot,  ^c.  and  the  latter  gave 
in  an  information,  not  only  againft  Thomas  Earl  of 
Danby,  but  alfo  againft  Sir  John  Robin/on,  Colonel 
Edward  Sackville,  2Lnd  C^ipmn  Henry  Goreing ,  all 
three  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons :  which 
raifed  a  new  flame  in  that  place. 
Oateizni  On  the  fame  day,  Bedloe  likewife  delivered  in  his 
®'^K^  ^'^"  information  ;  upon  which  the  houfe  Refolved^ 
*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  made  to  his  Majefty, 
That  the  five  hundred  pounds  reward,  promifed  by 
his  proclamation,  for  the  difcovery  of  the  murder  of 
Sir  Edmund-bury  Godfrey^  may  be  forthwith  paid  to 
Mr.  Bedloe,  who  this  hoiife  is  fatisfied  to  be  the  firft 
difcoverer  thereof :  And  that  his  Majefty  would  far- 
ther be  pleafed  to  order,  that  the  twenty  pounds  re- 
ward, for  the  difcovery  of  every  prieft,  may  be  ef- 
fe<5lually  paid  to  the  difcoverers  of  them. 

At  the  fame  time,  in  another  addrefs,  they  defired 
his  Majefty,  That  the  care  of  Mr.  Bedloe'^  fafety 
may  be  immediately  recommended  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  which  was  carried  up  by 
the  Lord  Cavendijh^  Sir  Henry  CapelU  Mr.  Booths 
Mr.  Fowel^  Sir  Robert  Carr,  Sir  John  Ernly^  and 
Sir  l^illiam  Portman, 

The  King  gave  a  prefent  anfwer. 
^       *  That  he  v;ould  take  immediate   care   for  the 
Anfwer!^*  '  payment   of  the  five  hundred   pounds,    and  the 

*  twenty  pounds  they  defired  :  That  he  had  hitherto 
'  taken  all  the  care  he  could  of  Mr.  Bedloe^  and 
«  that  he  knew  how  confiderable  his  evidence  was, 

*  and  that  he  would  fee  hereafter,  that  he  ftiould 

*  want  for  nothing  •,  and  that  he  would  be  refponfible 
">  for  him,  whilft  he  remained  in  Whitehall  -,  but  that 

<  he 
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*  he  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  him  when  he  went 
'  abroad.' 

Befides  thefe,  there  appeared  one  Mr.  Edmund 
Everard^  a  Scotch  gentleman,  who  had  been  four 
years  prifoner  in  the  tower,  who  making  fome  old 
difcoveries,  was  encouraged,  as  Gates  before  him, 
to  put  the  whole  into  a  formal  narrative. 

Upon  the  whole,  they  came  to  this  unanimous 
grand  Rejolve^  fomething  like  that  in  the  laft  Par- 
liament, viz.  '  The  houfe  doth  declare,  that  they 
*•  are  fully  fatisfied  by  the  proofs  they  have  heard, 

*  that  there  now  is,  and  for  divers  years  laft  paft, 

*  hath  been  a  horrid  and  treafonable  plot  and  con- 
«  fpiracy,  contrived  and  carried  on  by  thofe  of  the 
'  popifh  religion,  for  the  murthering  his  Majefty's 
«  facred  perfon,  and  for  fubverting  the  proteftant 
'  religion,  and  the  ancient  and  well  eftablifhed  go- 

*  vernment  of  this  kingdom.'  To  this  vote  they 
defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords,  as  they  like- 
wife  did,  to  a  particular  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  for 
appointing  a  folemn  day  of  humiliation  \  '  being 
'  deeply  fenfible  of  the  fad  and  calamitous  condition 
'  of  your  Majefty's  kingdom,  occafioned  chiefly  by 
'  impious  and  malicious  confpiracies  of  a  popifh 

*  party,  who  have  not  only  plotted  and  intended  the 

*  deftrud:ion  of  your  Majefty's  royal  perfon,  but 
'  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  government,  and  true 

*  religion  eftabliftied  among  us-' 
Afterwards  they  exprefs  themfelves  thus, 

'  That  we  may  by  fafting  and  prayer,  and  with 
<  humble  and  penitent  hearts,  feek  reconciliation  with 

*  Almighty  God,  and  implore  him  by  his  power 
'  and  goodnefs,  to  infatuate  and  defeat  the  wicked 
'  counfels  and  itnaginations  of  our  enemies^  and  continne 

*  his  mercies  and  the  light  of  his  gofpel  tons  and  our 

*  poflerities  •,  and  particularly,  to  heflow  his  abundant 

*  bleffings  upon  your  facred  Majefiy^  and  this  prefent 
*•  Parliament^  &c.* 

Accordingly 
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Faft''''7-^        ^  Accordingly  his  Majefty  commanded  a  general 
claimed.     '  and  public  Faft^  to  be  kept  throughout  the  king- 

*  dom  on  the  i  itb  of  Jpril^  beginning  his  procla- 

*  mation  for  it,  as  he  generally  did  upon  fuch  an 
'  occafion,  with  mentioning  and  alledging  the  J^-y/r^ 
'  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament  affembled! 

During  this  heigth  of  zeal,  the  Commons,  on 
March  22d,  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to  fe- 
cure  the  King  and  kingdom  againft  the  danger  and 
growth  of  popery.  And  being  commanded,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  attend  his  Majefty  in  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  the  King  fpoke  to  them  in  favour  of  the  Earl 
of  Danby  :  But  returning  to  their  houfe  they  pre- 
fently  Refolved^ 
AmefTige  '  That  a  m.eflage  be  immediately  fentto  the  Lords, 
TaniH^""'^ '  to  remind  their  Lordfhips  of  the  laft  meffage  lent 
*-  them  from  this  houfe,  relating  to  Thomas  Earl  of 
'  Danby,    and   to  demand   that  he  may    be  forth- 

<  with  fequeftred  from  Parliament,  and  committed 
'  to  fafe  cuftody.' 

Upon  which  extraordinary  requeft,  the  Lords 
defired  a  prefent  conference  :  but  the  Commons  re- 
turned anfwer,  '  That  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the 
'  ufage  and  proceedings  of  Parliament,  for  either 
'  houfe  to  fend  for  a  conference,  without  expreffing 

<  the  fubjedl  matter  of  it.'. 

Upon  a  fecond  mefiage,  wherein  the  Earl  of 
Danby  was  mentioned,  they  met  the  Lords  in  the 
painted  chamber,  where  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
Jpoke  as  follows : 

A  Confe-  *  I  am  Commanded  by  the  Lords  to  acquaint  you, 

^nceabout  ^  xh2.\:  their  Lordfbips  having  taken  into  their  confi- 

^  deration  matters  relating  to  the  Earl  of  Danby ^  to- 

'  gether  with  what  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fay 

*  upon  that  fubjed ;  have  ordered  that  a  bill  be 
'  brought  in,    by  which  Thojnas  Earl  of  Danby 

*  may  be  made  for  ever  incapable  of  coming  to  his 

Majejifs 
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'  Majeftfs  prefence^  and  of  all  offices  and  ejnployments^ 
'  a?2d  of  receiving  any  gifts  or  grants  from  the  crown  ^ 
*  and  of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  Peers. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Commons  hearing  that  the 
King  had  figned  a  pardon  for  the  Ear],  they  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  to  repair  to  the  feveral  offices,  and 
particularly  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  enquire  into 
the  manner  offueing  out  that  pardon. 

Whereupon  the  Lord  Chancellor   informed  the  a 

jr^  •  rT^\  11  r*-  .  An  account 

Committee,  '  That  the  pardon  was  palled  with  the  of  his  pardon 
utmofl:  privacy,  at  the  defire  of  the  Earl,  who  gave 
this  reafon  for  it,  ^at  he  did  not  intend  to  make  ufe 
ofit^  hut  to  ft  and  upon  his  innocence^  except  falfe 
witnejjes  fhould  be  produced  againft  him-,  and  then 
he  would  make  ufe  of  it  at  the  laft  extremity.  That 
he  advifed  the  Earl  to  let  the  pardon  pafs  in  the 
regular  courfe ;  but  after  confulting  with  the  King, 
his  Majefty  declared  he  was  refolved  to  let  it  pafs 
with  all  privacy :  And  fuddenly  after,  the  King 
commanded  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  bring  the  feal 
from  Whitehall.,  and  being  there,  he  laid  it  upon 
the  table  ;  thereupon  his  Majefty  commanded  the 
feal  to  be  taken  out  of  the  bag,  which  his  Lord- 
fhip  was  obliged  to  fubmit  unto,  it  not  being  in 
his  power  to  hinder  it  •,  and  the  King  wrote  his 
name  upon  the  top  of  the  parchment,  and  then  di- 
rected to  have  it  fealed ;  whereupon  the  perfon 
that  ufually  carried  the  purfe,  affixed  the  feal  to  it.* 

The  Chancellor  added,  '  'That  at  the  very  time  of  af- 
fixing the  feal  to  the  parchment.,  he  did  not  look  upon 
himfelfto  have  the  cuftod'j  of  the  feal. 


Upon 


Mr.  Vowelfs 
fpeech  a- 
gainAhioa* 
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Upon  reading  this  report^  the  houfe  fell  into  a  violent 
heat  and  debate  ;  and  of  thofe  that  fpoke^  we  mufi 
not  omit  Mr.  Poweir^  fevere  fpeech^  who  naming 

^    the  Earl  0}  Danby,  proceeded  thus  :^ 

TH  E  perfon  to  whom  we  owe  the  dangers 
and  fears  of  the  French  Kingagainft  us :  The 
perfon  to  whom  we  owe  the  threats  and  fevere  an- 
fwers  to  thofe  humble  addrefles  we  made  the  laft 
feflion  of  Parliament :  The  perfon  to  whom  we 
owe  the  ruin  of  this  nation,  and  exhaufting  the 
King's  revenue.  The  perfon  to  whom  we  owe  the 
expence  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
unaccounted  for.  The  perfon  to  whom  we  owe 
the  raifing  of  a  (landing  army,  to  be  kept  up  by 
the  receipt  of  fix  millions  of  livres  yearly,  for 
three  years,  to  enflave  us  and  our  religion.  The 
perfon  to  whom  we  owe  the  late  bone  that  was 
thrown  in  on  the  fitting  of  the  laft  Parliament,  to 
hinder  the  good  ifTue  that  might  have  come  by' 
their  proceedings ;  who  is  now  laying  down  his 
ftaff,  and  making  up  his  accounts  in  the  treafury 
as  he  pleafes,  to  enrich  himfelf  out  of  the  fpoils  of 
the  people,  and  fo  depart.*  At  the  conclufion  of 
the  debate,  refol ved,  nem,  con.  *  That  a  meflage 
be  fent  to  the  Lords  to  demandjuftice,  in  the  name' 
of  the  Commons  of  England^  againft  Thomas  Earl 
oi Danby'9  and  that  he  may  be  immediately  fe- 
queftered  from  Parliament,  and  committed  to  fafe 
cuftody.  They  like  wife  refolved.  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  made  to  hisMajefty,  reprefenting  to  his 
Majefty,  the  irregularity  and  illegality  of  the  par- 
don, mentioned  by  his  Majefty  to  be  granted  to  the 
Earl  of  Da?2by^  and  the  dangerous  confequence  of 
granting  pardons,  to  any  perfons  that  lie  under  an 
impeachment  of  the  Commons  oi  England. 


The 
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'he  hotife  of  Lords  was  likewife  agitated  with  heats  and 
apprehenfions^  which  were  fomeyited  by  the  Earl  of 
Shaftfbary,  who  on  the  ic^th  of  March  delivered 
his  thoughts  in  an  artful  fpeech^  much  difcourfed  of 
at  this  time. 


Y 


My  Lords, 

O  U  are  appointing  of  the  con fi deration  of  thcrheEari  of 

flare  of  England,    to  be  taken  up  in  a  Com-  shaft sinryi 

niittce  of  the  whole  houfe,  fome  day  next  week.  I  thrLrds. 
do  not  know  how  well  what  I  have  to  fay  may  be 
received,  for  I  never  ftudy  either  to  make  my  court 
well,  or  to  be  popular  ;  I  always  fpeak  what  I  am 
commanded  by  the  dictates  of  the  fpirit  within 
me. 

There  are  fome  confiderations  abroad  that  concern 
England  fo  nearly,  that  without  them  you  will  come 
far  fhort  of  lafecy  and  quiet  at  home  :     JVe  have  a 
little  fifter,  and  ftoe  hath  no  breafts^  what  fh all  we  do 
for  our  fifter  in  the  day  when  fhe  fiall  be  Jpoken  for  ? 
Iffhe  be  a  wall,  we  will  build  on  her  a  palace  offilver  ; 
if  fhe  be  a  door,  we  will  inclofe  her  with  boards  of 
cedar.     We  have  feveral  little  filters  without  breafts, 
the  French  proteftant  churches,  the  two  kingdoms 
of  Ireland  2ind  Scotland  ',  the  foreign  proteftants  arc 
a  wall ',  the  only  wall  and  defence  to  England  •,  up- 
on it  yoQ  may  build  palaces  of  filver,  glorious  pa- 
laces.    The  protedion  of  the  proteftants  abroad,  is 
the  greateft  power  and  fecurity  the  crown  of  England 
can  attain  to,  and  which   can  only  help  us  to  give 
check  to  the  growing  greatnefs  of  France.     Scot- 
land a,nd  Ireland  are  two  doors,  either  to  let  in  good 
or  mifchief  upon  us  ;  they  are  much  weakered  by 
the  artifice  of  our  cunning  enemies,  and  we  ought 
to  inclofe  them  with  boards  of  cedar. 

Popery  and  flavery,  like  two  fifters,  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  fometimes  one  goes  firft,  fometimes  the 

Vol.  I.  T  other. 
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other,  but  wherefoeverthe  one  enters  the  other  is_^aH 
ways  following  clofe  at  hand.  mum 

.^  In  England^  popery  was  to  have  brought  in  llg^ 
very ;  in  Scalland,  (lavery  went  before  and  poperjr 
was  to  follow.  xj  -jTSfli 

.  1  do  not  think  your  Lordfhips  or  the  Parliament 
have  jurifdiclion  there.  It  is  a  noble  and  ancient 
kingdom  -,  they  have  an  illuftrious  nobility,  a  gal- 
lant gentry,  a  learned  clergy,  and  an  underftanding, 
v/orthy  people :  But  yet  we  cannot  think  of  Eng- 
land as  we  ought,  without  reflecting  on  the  Condiri 
tion  they  are  in.  They  are  under  the  fame  princei 
and  the  influence  of  the  fame  favourites  and  councils ; 
when  they  are  hardly  dealt  with,  can  we  that  are 
richer  expe6l  better  ufage?  For  'tis  certain  that  in 
all  abfolute  governments,  the  pooreft  countries  arc 
always  mofl;  favourably  dealt  with. 

When  the  ancient  nobility  and  gentry  there  can- 
not enjoy  their  royalties,  their  fl:irievaldoms,  and 
their  itewardries,  which  they  and  their  anceftors  have 
poffefTed  for  feveral  hundreds  of  years  ;  (but  that 
now  they  are  enjoined  by  the  Lords  of  the  council, 
to  make  deputations  of  their  authorities  to  fuch  as  are 
their  known  enemies)  can  wc  exped:  to  enjoy  our 
Magna  Charta  long  under  the  fame  perfons  and  ad- 
miniilration  of  affairs?  If  the  council- table  there  can 
imprifon  any  nobleman  or  gentleman  for  feveral 
years,  without  bringing  him  to  trial,  or  giving  the 
leaf!:  reafon  for  what  they  do;  can  we  expect  the 
fame  men  will  prefer ve  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedl 
here?  ,  r?  .-...u  iWr^^j .yMt 

I  will  acknoiwiedgc,.  I  am  rot  well  v6rfed<fn  tW 
particular  laws  o^  Scotland  \  but  this ;  I  do  know, 
that  all  the  northern,  countries  have,  by  their  laws, 
an  undoubted  and  inviolable  right  to  their  liberties 
and  properties ;  yet  .Sc^ia?jd'  hath  outdone  all  the 
eaftern  and  fouthel-n  cOumlries,  in  having  their  lives;.*; 
liberties,  and  eftates  fubjeded  to  the  arbitrary  willw 
and  pkafure  of  thofe  ,tha:t  govern,  •  They  have  Jates-^i^ 
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]y  plundered  artd  harafTed  the  richeft  and  wealfhieft 
countries  of  that  kingdom,  and  brought  down  \^x\^ 
barbarous  Highlanders  to  devour  them  ;  and  all  this 
without  almoli: a  colourable  pretence  to  do  it:  Nor- cart 
there  be  found  a  reafbn  of  (late  for  what  they  have 
done  ;  biitthat  thofe  wicked  minifters  defigned  to  pro- 
cure a  rebellion *^t any  irate,  which,  as  they  managed, 
was  only  prevented  by  the  miraculous  hand  of  God,  or 
otherwife  all  the  papifts.  in  England  v^o\A<\  have  been 
armed,  and  the  faireft  opportunity  given,  in  the  jufl: 
time  for  the  ''  execution  g{  that  wicked  and  bloody 
defign  the  papifts  had  •,  ami  it  is  not  polTible  for  any 
man  that  duly  confident  it  to  think  other,  but  that 
thofe  miniiters  that  a6ted  that  were  as  guilty  of 
the  plot,  as  any  of  the  Lords  that  are  in  queftion 
for  it.ri^TivoJrjitJif'- .  •  '. 

My  Lords^  I  am  forced  to  fpeak  this  the  plainer, 
becaufe  till  the  prefTure  be  fully  and  clearly  taken 
off  from  Scotland^  'tis  not  poffible  for  me,  or  any 
thinking  man  to  believe,  that  good  is  meant  to  us 
here.  ->'''•. 

We  mufl:  ftill  be  upon  our  guard,  apprehending 
that  the  principle  is  not  changed  at  court ;  and  that 
thefe  men  are  Itill  in  place  and  authority,  who  have 
that  influence  upon  the  mind  of  our  excellent  prince, 
that  he  is  nor,  nor  cannot  be  that  to  us,  that  his  own 
nature  and  goodnefs  would  incline  him  to. 

I  know  your  Lordfhips  can  ordernothing  in  thij?, 
but  there  are  thofe  that  hear  me  can  put  a  perfedl 
cure  to  ir ;  until  that  be  done,  the  Scotijh  weed  is 
like  death  in  the  pot,  mors  in  olla:  But  there  is  fome- 
thing  too,  now  I  confider,  that  mbft  immediately 
concerns  us  •,  their  ad:  of  twenty  two  thoufand  men 
to  be  ready  to  invade  us  upon  all  occafions.  This, 
I  hear,'  that  the  Lords  of  the  council  there  have 
treated  as  they  do  all  other  laws,  and  expounded  it 
into-a  (landing  army  of  fix  thoufand  men.  I  am  fure 
we  havcireafon  and  right  to  befeech  the  King,  thar;'' 
that  a6t  may  be  better  confidered  in  the  next  Parlia- 
,    .  T  2  ment 
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ment   there.     I  fhall  fay   no  more  for  Scotland^  %t 

this  time,   I   am  afraid  your  Lordfhips  will  think ^ 

have  fiid  too  much,  having  no  concern  there:  But 

if  a  French    Nobleman  fhould   come  to  dwell   in 

my  houfe  and  family,  I  fhould  think  it  concerned 

me  to  afl^   what  he  did  in  France?  for  if  he  were 

there  a  felon,  a  rogue,  a  plunderer,  I  fliould  defire 

him  to  live  elfewhere  ;  and   I  hope  your  Lordfhips 

will  do  the  fame  thing  for  the  nation,    if  you  find 

the  fame  caufe. 

My  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  fpeak  two  or  three 
words  concerning  our  other  fifter  Ireland:  Thither,  I 
hear,  is  fent  Doz/o-/^j's  regiment,  to  fecure  us  againft 
the  French.     Befides,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that 
the  papifts  have  their  arms  reftored,  and  the  prote- 
llants  are  not   m.any   of  them  yet  recovered   from 
being  the  fufpedled  party  *,  the  fea  towns  as  well  as 
the  inland  are  full  of  papifts:  That  kingdom  can- 
not long  continue  in  the  Englijh  hands,  if  fome  bet- 
ter care  be  not  taken  of  it.     This  is  in  your  pow- 
er, and  there  is   nothing  there,  but  is   under  your 
M-WS-i   therefore  I  beg  that  this  kingdom  at  leaft 
may  be  taken  into  confideration,  together  with  the 
ftate  of  England:  For  I  am  fure  there  can  be  no 
fafety  here,  if  thefe  doors  be  not  fhut  up  and  made 
fure. 

On  the  fame  day   the  Lords  fent  a  mefiage  to 
acquaint  the  houfe  of  Commons,  '  That  they  had 

*  itv\t  to  apprehend  Thomas  Earl  of  Danhy  both 
'  to  his  houle  here  in  town,  and  to  his  houfe  at 
^  Wimhleton  \  and  that  the  Gendeman  Ufher  of  the 

*  Black  Rod  had  returned  their  Lordfhips  anfwer. 
The  Com.  '  that  he  could  not  he  found  ?^  Whereupon  the  Com- 
'^^''".^^'^j^^^Bons,  refoiving  not  to  be  defeated,  ordered,  '  That  a 
the  Earl  of  '  bill  be  brought  in  to  fummon  Thomas  Earl  of 
i>an\>y.        ^  Banh)\  to  render  himfelf  to  juftice  by  a  certain 

<  day,  to  be  therein  limited  •,  or  in  default  there- 
«  of,  to  attaint  him.'  Then  to  render  him  more 
obnoxious,  ^(f<^/W  came  before  the  houfe,  and  rpaTde 

a  'g?e'at 
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a  great  complaint  of  the  harfh  ufage  and  dilcon- 
n^ements  he  had  met  with  from  the  Earl,  when 
l^'Veafurerj  fetting  forth  upon  oath,  '  That  going 
J«  to  him  for  fome  money,  by  virtue  of  an  order 
'^  from  the  council,  his  Lordfliip  tools:  him  into  his 
^'clofet,  and  aflced  him,  whether  the  Duke  of 
.^'Buckingham,  or  hord  Shaft/bury^  or  any  of  the 
t'  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had  defir- 
'  ed  him  to  fay  any  thing  againft  him,  and  to  tell  him 
,*  who  they  were,  and  he  would  well  reward  him  ; 
f  and  to  know  if  he  would  defift  from  giving  evi- 

<  dence  againft  the^ and  the  Lords  in  the  Tow- 

<  er^  &c.  To  which  Bedloe  anfwered,  that  he  had 

*  once  been  an  ill  man,  but  defired  to  be  fo  no  more. 

<  To  which  the  Earl   replied,    you   may  have  a 
«  great  fum  of  money,  and  live  in  another  country, 

"«  as  Geneva,  Sweden,  or  New  England  j  and  fiiould 
'  have  what  money  he  would  aik  to  maintain  him 

*  there.     But  Bedloe  refufing  all  fuch  temptations,  his 

*  Lordfhip  began  to  threaten  him,  faying.  There  was 
J.  a  boat  and  a  yatch  ready  to  carry  him  far  enough  for 
'«.  telling  of  tales:  And  after  this,  the  guards  v/ere 

*'  as  fpies  upon  him,  and  he  very  ill  ufed,  till  by 

^f  their  addrefs  to  the  King  the  fame  was  remedied, 

"'*  and  better  care  was  taken.'     And  at  the  fame 

time  appeared  Dates  in  the   houfe,  who  declared, 

'  That  being  one  day  in  the  Privy  Garden,    the 

*  Earl  of  Danby,  pafling  by,  refledled  upon  him, 

*  and  faid,  There  goes  one  of  the  faviours  of  Knghnd^ 

*  but  I  hope  to  fee  him  hanged  within  a  month.*  And 
likewife,  at  the  fame  time,  Gates  gave  his  teftimo- 
ny  againft  Colonel  Sackville,  a  Member  of  the 
houfe  formerly  mentioned,  declaring  that  he  faid, 
T'hat  they  were  fons  of  whores,  who  faid  there  was 
a  plot,  and  that  he  was  a  lying  rogue  that  faid  it. 
Whereupon  the  Colonel  was  immediately  fcnt  to  the 
Tower,  and  ordered  to  be  expelled  the  houfe,  with 
a  petition  to  the  King  to  be  made  incapable  of 
bearing  any  office.     But  in  a  fhort  time,  upon  his 

T  3  fubmiffion. 
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fubmilTion, .  he  was  dlfcharged    from  his  imprifon- 
ment,  but  not  reftored  to  his  feat  in  the  houfe. 
A  cnnfe-         On  the  Ath  of  Jpril^  there  v/as  a  conference  be- 

renc?  about  11         n         •         1  •  11  » 

the  Earl  0/  twccn  thc  two  houles,  ,in  the  painted  chamber  con- 
cerning die  bill  fent  up  againO:  the  Earl  of  Danby  ; 
where, the  Earl  of  AngUfey^  Lord  Privy- feal,  de- 
livered himfelf  to  this  efFed,  being  the  chief  ma- 
nager for  the  Peers  j 

THAT  the  Lords  chofe  to  deliver  back  this 
bill  by  conference^  rather  than  mejfage^  to  pre- 
ferve  a  good  underftanding,  and  prevent  debate  and 
controverfy  between  them..  The  Lords  obferve, 
that  the  greateft  affairs  of  this  nation  are  at  a  (land, 
at  a  time  of  the  greateft  danger  and  difficulty, 
that  this  kingdom  ever  laboured  under  :  That  the 
King  hath  always  in  his  reign  inclined  to  mercy 
and  clemency  to  all  his  fubjects  :  Therefore  to  a 
King  fo  merciful  and  compaffionate,  the  firft  inter- 
ruption of  his  clemency  they  did  defire  fhould  not 
proceed  from  the  two  houfes  preffing  the  King 
to  an  acl  of  the  greateft  feverity  ;  therefore  they 
have  pafTed  the  bill  with  fome  amendmients,  which 
he  delivered  to  them. 

The  Commons  were  no  way  fatisfied  with  the 
Lords  proceedings,  therefore  drew  up  reafons  againft 
them,  to  be  offered  in  another  conference,  which 
were  as  following : 

The  addition  of  the  title  does  fhew,  that  the 
amendments  made  by  your  Lordfliips  to  the  bill 
do  wholly  alter  the  nature  of  it,  and  from  a  hill  of 
attainder  have  converted  it  to  a  bill  of  hani/bfnent^ 
which  the  Commons  cannot  con  fent  to  for  thefe 
reafons  : 

ift,  Thatbanifhment  is  not  the  legal  judgment  in 
cafes  of  high-treafon  •,  and  the  Earl  of  D^^i^y  be^ 
ing  impeached  by  the  Commons  of  high-treafon^) 
gojot  and 
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and  fled  from  jaftice,  hath'  hereby  confefied  the 
charge,  and  therefore  ought  to  have  the  judgment 
of  high-treafonfor  the  punifhment;        : 

2d,  That  baniQiment  being,  not:  the  punifliment 
the  law  inflids  upon  thofe  crimes^,  the  Earl  of  Dan- 
by  might  make  ufe  of  this  remiiTion  of  his  fentence 
as  an  argument,  Thai  either  the  Commons  were  Mf- 
tniftful  of  their -proofs  againft  him^  or  elfe  that  the 
crimes  are  not  in  tbemfehes  of  fo  high  a  nature  as  trea- 
fon. 

3^,  That  the  example  of  this  would  be  an  encou- 
ragement to  all' perfons  that  fhould  hereafter  be  im- 
peached by  the  Commons,  to  withdraw  themfelves 
from  juftice,  which  they  would  be  always  ready  to 
do,  if  not  prevented  by  a  commitment  upon  their 
impeachment ;  and  therefore  hope  to  obtain  a  more 
favourable  fentence  in  a  legiQative  way,  than  your 
Lorddiips  would  be  obliged- -to  ,pafs  upon  th^tA'i-n 
your  judicial  capacity  ?        .cr. -{:r.i  oj  .g.ii;- 

'  -  Upon  the  reading,  of  this  paper,  they  immediate- 
ly refolved,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  bis 
Majefty,  that  he  would  iffue  out  his  royal  procla- 
mation for  appi'ehending  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Danhy, 

On  the   fame  day,  April  8th,  they  had  a  fecond  a  f^cond 
conference  with   the   Lords   upon  the    fiime   cafe,  ^°"^^^e"ce. 
wliere  the  Earl  of  Huntington  managed  for  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and- what  he  delivered  was  to  this  eifed; : 

XHE  Lords  have  defired  this  conference  v/ith 
the  Commons,  not  fo  much  to  argue  and 
difpute,  as  to  mitigate  and  reconcile:  They  have 
already  obferved^  'That  the  debates  of  this  hill  have 
given  too  long^  and  too  great  an  obftruolion  to  puhlick 
bufinefs  •,  and  therefore  they  defire  you  to  believe, 
that  that  is  the  reafon  which  hath  chiefly  prevailed 
with  their  Lordfhips  in  a  matter  of  this  nature. 
And  upon  this  ground  it  is,  that  if  a  way  may  be 
found  to  fatisfy  and  fecure  the  publick  fears,  by 
T  4  doing 
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doing  lefs  than  the  bill  you  have  propofed,   the 
J_,ords  do  not  think  it  advifeable  to  infift  upon  the 
utmoft  and  moil   rigorous  fatisfadion  to  publick 
juftice,  which  might  be  demanded.     To  induce  you 
to  this  compliance,  the   Lords   do   acknowledge^ 
cthat  banidiment  is  fo  far  from  being  the  legal  judge- 
ment in  cafe  of  high-treafon,  that  it  is  not  the  legal 
judgment  in  any  cafe  whatfoever,  fince  it  can  never 
be  inflicted  but   by  the  legiflative  authority:  But 
they  fee  no  reafon    why  the  legiflative   authority 
fhould  always  be  bound  to  ad  to  the  utmoft  ex- 
tent of  ics  power  *,  for  there  may  be  a  prudential  ne~ 
.  ceflity  fometimes  of  making  abatements,  and  it  might 
be  of  fatal  confequence,  if  it  fliould  not  be  fo.    And 
the  Lords,  to  remove  alljealoufies  of  the  precedents 
of  this  kind,  do  declare,  that  nothing  which  hath 
been  done  in  the  Earl  of  Danhy's  cafe,  fliall  ever  be 
drawn  into  example  for  the  time  to  come,  and  will 
^  fo  enter  it  upon  their  journal.     And  thereupon  their 
Lordfhips  infift  upon  their  amendments  fof'ar,  as  to 
,  exclude  all  attainders ',   and  do  promife  themfelves, 
i:  the  Commons  will  in  this  point  comply  with  their 
Lordfhips,  who  do  again  alfure  them,  Thai  their 
refokitions  are  grounded  only  upon  their  tendernefs^.  and . 
the  confi deration  of  the  publkk,      )^,  ?otf{lJio'Iii!i>>Ii 

frefconi?-^     This  being  not  fatisfadory,  a  third  and  free  con- 
rence.        ference  was  held  two  days  after,  in  which  the  Lord 
Privy-Seal  faid: 

^T^HAT  the  houfe  of  Commons  might  fee  by 
£P'  •*•  the  prefent  quick  free  conference^  which  the 
xir  Lords  defired,  that  their  Lordftiips  did  (hew  their 
^v  willingnefs,  by  ufmg  all  means  poflible,  to  reconcile 
^r^  both  houfes,  and  to  come  to  fuch  an  underftanding, 
'^v  as  to  pafs  the  bill  with  all  expedition.  He  owned 
gi,,the  cogency  of  the  Commons  reafons,  and  therefore 
..«  the  Lords  were  content  to  make  the  bill  abfolute, 
hV  without  giving  the  Lord  'Danhy  any  day  to  appear, 
'^\  and 
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and  the  penalties  to  continue.     He  obferved,  that, 
by  the  pafTing  of  this  bill,  he   would  not  only  be 
ruined,  together  with  his  family,  but  likewife  thofe 
acquifitions  which  he  got  by  the  marriage  into  a 
noble  family,  would  be  loft.     And  if  the  houfe  of 
Commons  would  have  any  other  penalties  added  to 
the  bill,    their  LordQiips  would  leave  it  to  them, 
provided  they  run  not  to  the  ahfoluti  deflruciion  of  the 
Lord  impeached.     '  He  took  notice,'  That  altho* 
reafon  and  juftice  were  of  the  Commons  fide,  yet 
in  a  legiflative  capacity,  they  were  to  confider  cir- 
cumftances  with  relation  to  the  good  of  the  publick. 
'   Then  by  way  of  encouragement  to  the  Commons, 
ufi  he  told  them,'  That  in  this  affair  they  had  gained 
2^fwo  great  points;  the  firft  was,  nat  vnpeachmenls 
vjmade  by  the  Commons  in  one  Parliament^  continue  from  ' 
xfefficn  to  fejjion,  and  Parliament  to  Parliament.,  not- 
ilwithjianding  prorogations  or  diffolutions:  The  other 
,  ^i point  was,  l^hat  in  cafes  of  impeachment  upon  fpeciat 
ojgnatter  fkewn^    if  the  modefty  of  the  party  impeached 
tZ'^iireUs  him  not  to  withdraw.,  the  Lords  admit  that  of 
ihright  they  order  him  to  withdraw,  and  that  afterwards 
^\^e  muft  he  cornmitted.     But  without  fpecial  matter  al- 
-^•ledged,  he  faid,  he  did  not  know   how  many  of 
their  Lord fliips  might  be  picked  out  of  the  houfe  of 
a  fudden. 

The  Earl  q(  Shaftfhury^  now  in  a  way  of  prefer- 
ment in  court,  declared : 

yd'-r^HEY  were  as  v/illing  to  be'  rid  of  the  Earl 
-■-     of  D^/^Z'j^,  as  the  Commons  *,  '  but  he  let  them 
*  know,'  That  the  expreflion  which  was  fent  with 
aii^reafons  from  the  Lords   the  other  day,    namely, 
^hat  the  Lords  would  not  draw  into  example  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Earl  of  Danby,  hut  would  vacate 
mothem.,  they  intended  that  to  extend  only  to  the  points 
^ol^'of  not  withdrawing  and  not  cominitting.     «  He  like- 
ti£^wife  declared,'  That  the  way  now  propofed  would 
bn^  be 
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be  a  means  to  have  the  bill  pafs  •,  for  the  Commons 
might  have  other  penalties  if  they  would,  as  con- 
fifcation  of  eftate,  lofs  of  honours,  ^c.  Therefore 
he  defired  the  Commons  toconfider,  that  there  were 
weighty  reafons,  which  were  better  underftood  than 
exprefled,  that  proved  it  neceffary  for  the  good  of 
the  publick,  that  this  bill  fhould  fpeedily  pafs. 
The  Commons  replied,  'that  they  hoped   their 

*  Lordihips  did  not  think,  they  took  it  as  if  they 
'  had  now  gained  any  point-,  for  the  points,  which 
5 ,  their  Lordfhips  mentioned  as  gained,  were  no- 
«  thing  but  what  was  agreeable  to  the  ancient  courfe 
'  and  methods  of  Parliament.' 

The  Attain-:    And  thus  they   fo  immoveably  adhered  to  their 

^^^^l^^      pwn  bill  of  attainder,  that  within  two  or  three  days 

gainiihim.  time  the  Lords  thought  fit  to  give  way  to  the  heat  of 

the  feafon,  and  paffed  the  bill,  in  which  the  21ft 

of  April  was  appointed  for  the  Earl's  furrendring 

himfelf  to  trial. 

The  Earl        The  Earl  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  this  extremity, 

wS/r*   rather  than  rifque  the  mifchiefs  that  might  happen  to 

himfelf,  or  to  the  King,  if  he  fhould  refufe  to  pafs 

the.  bill,  on  the  15th  oi  April  furrendered  himfelf  to 

the  Ullier  of  the  bkck-rod. 

The  next  day,  being  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  the  Lord  Chancellor  let  him  know 
that  he  flood  impeached  by  the  houfe  of  Commons  ; 
and  that  upon  his  withdrawing  himfelf,  a  bill  of 
attainder  had  pafTed  the  two  houfes ;  by  which, 
however,  he  had  time  given  him  to  come  in,  and 
make  his  defence.  The  Earl  handfomly  excufed 
his  not  appearing  fooner,  and  declared  hisinnocency 
with  feveral  proteflations,  and  then  was  ordered  to 
withdraw.  Being  called  in,  and  brought  to  the  bar 
a  fecond  time,  the  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  him, 
«  That  their  Lordfhips  would  allow  him  time  to 
'  give  in  his  Anfwer  to  the  articles  of  his  impeach- 

*  ment,  till  the  firff  day  of  the  fitting  of  the  houfe 
^  after  Eaftcr  3,  that  if  any  farther  charge  were  put 

«  in 
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'  in  againit  him,  he  fhould  have  farth^f-time   to 

*  anfwer,  that  he  fhould  have  connfdi  afTigned  him, 

*  and  hberty  to  make  ufe  of  records,  and  thnt  his 

'  wicntfTes  Ihould  be  fummoned.'     Upon  which  he  Hehfent  to 
withdrew,  and  by  order  of  the  houfe  he  "Was  im-*'''' '^''^^^' 
mediately  committed  to  the  tower. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Earl  of  Z)^;;^j,  fihdino-Andpiea^Js 
the  fury  of  the  Commons,  appeared  at  the  bar  ofparcS^'^^* 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  there  pleaded  and  produced 
the  King's  mod  gracious  pardon  for  all  crimes  and 
offences  whatfoever,  committed  before  the  2:8th  day 
of  February  laft.  At  which  the  Commons  were  not 
a  little  difobliged  •,  and  upon  Jj)ril  28/i?,  the  Co7n^ 
mittee  offecrccy^  which  were  appointee^  to  examine 
and  perufe  the  nature  of  the  Earl's  plea,  made  this 
report : 

1.  We  find  no  precedent  that  ever  any  pardon 
v/as  granted,  to  any  perfon  impeached  by  iht  Com- 
mons for  High-Treafon,  or  other  high  crimes  de- 
pending in  the  impeachment. 

2.  As  to  the  manner  of  pafiing  the  Earl  of 
Danhfs  Pardon,  it  hath  been  formerly  reported  to 
the  houfe,  and  the  Committee  refer  themfeives  to 
that  report.  .>  ^  '. 

.3,  That  by  what  means  it  was  obtained,  thz 
time  allowed  the  Committee  hath  been  fo  fhorr,  that 
we  cannot  as  yet  difcover  the  advifers  or  promoters 
thereof,  any  farther  than  what  is  mentioned  in  the 
faid  report  relating  to  the  Lofd  Chancellor.    ■  ■ 

Whereupon  the  houfe  i?<?/'c)/w^,  '  That  a  meffage 
'  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  to  defire  their  LordfhipsTo 
«  demand  of  the  Ear!  of  Bajihy,  Whether  he- will 

*  rely  upon^  and  abide  hy  the  Plea  of  his  -pardon.^ 
Accordingly  the  next  day,  the  Earl  was  again 

brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Lords  houfe,  where 
kneeling,  and  then  {landing  up,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
acquainted  him,  that  the  Commons  had  returned  to 
their  Lordfhips  the  plea  delivered  by  him,  at  the 
bar  of  their  houfe  on  the  25th  inftanr,  with  a  defire 
'^  that 
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that  their  Lordfhips  (hould  afk  KiztC'whe&rr'he  will 

rely  Upon  ^  and  abide  by  [aid  plea.  ■  t  ,r  -r,,    , 

The  Earl  praying  time  to  anfwer,  their  Lord- 
fhips allowed  him  four  days,  till  Saturday  next^  an^ 
then  he  was  fent  back  to  the  Tower,  '' '-  '  —  ^ 

On  the  fame  day,  the  King  returned  this  anfwer 
to  the  Commons  addrefs  for  the  execution  of  Picker- 
ing and  other  priefts ; 

Gentlemen^ 

*  T  Have  always  been  tender  in  matters  of  blood, 
<  J-  which  my  fubjedls  have  no  reafon  to  take  ex- 

*  ception  at :  But  this  is  a  matter  of  great  weight, 
'  I  fhall  therefore  confider  of  it,  and  return  you  an 

*  Anfwer.* 

Several  things  being  prepared  by  the  newPrlvjr- 
Council,  (which  the  King  had  lately  eftablifhed,  in 
compliance  with  the  temper  of  the  times,)  in  order 
to  eafe  the  minds  of  the  people,  now  varioufly  agi- 

•  ^tated,  > 

llu  Majefiy  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  on  the  30th  of 
April,  and  fending  for  the  cormnons^  made  this 
fhcrt  Speech  to  both  houfes. 


tkt  King  s 
fecond 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
«  'Hp  H  E  Seafon  ctf  the  year  advancing  fo  faft. 
Speech  to    c    A     I  thought  it  neccflary  to  put  you  in  mind  of 
°"  ^*  <  three  particulars. 

'  I.  The  profecution  of  the  plot. 
«  2.  The  difbandingof  the  army. 
«  3.  The  providing  a  fleet    for    our  common 
«  fecurity. 

'  And  to  fhew  you,  that  whilft  jou  are  doing 

*  your  parts,  my  thoughts  have  not  been  mifem- 
<  ployed  ;  but  that  it  is  my  conftant  care  to  do  every 

*  thing  that  may  preferve  your  religion,  and  fecure 

*  it 
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,'  it  for  the  future  in  all  events,  I  have  commanded  my 
'  Lord  Chancellor  to  mention  feveral  particulars ; 
*  which  I  hope  will  be  an  evidence,  that  in  all  things 
^''that  concern  the  publick  fecurity,  I  fhall  not  fol- 
<  low  your  zeal,  but  lead  it. 

Accordingly  the  Lord  Chancellor  made  this  following 
fpeech^  which  ought  to  he  inferted  without  any  A- 
bridgment  : 

My  Lords,  and  you  the  knights,  citizens  and  hurgejfes 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

THAT  royal  care  v^rhich  his  Majefty  hath  taken  The  Lord 
for  the  general  quiet  and  fatisfadion  of  all  hiSf^,^^„"f  ^^'^'^ 
fubjedts,  is  now  more  evident  by  thefe  new  and  frefh  <*pjech, 
inftances  of  it,  which  I  have  in  command  to  open 
to  you.  His  Majefty  hath  confidered  with  himfelf, 
that  'tis  not  enough  that  your  religion  and  liberty  is 
fecure  during  his  own  reign,  but  he  thinks  he  owes  ic 
to  his  people  to  do  all  that  in  him  lies,  that  thefe 
bleflings  may  be  tranfmitted  to  your  pofterity,  and 
fo  well  fecured  to  them,  that  no  fucceffion  in  after 
ages  may  be  able  to  work  the  lead  alteration.  And 
therefore  his  Majefty,  who  hath  often  faid  in  this 
place,  That  he  is  ready  to  confent  to  any  laws  of  this 
kind,  fo  that  the  fame  extend  not  to  alter  the  defcent  ef 
the  crown  in  the  right  line,  nor  to  defeat  the  fuccef- 
fion, hath  now  commanded  this  to  be  farther 
^Texplained. 

And  to  the  end  it  may  never  be  in  the  power  of 
any  papift,  if  the  crown  defcend  upon  him,  to  make 
any  change  either  in  church  or  ftate  ;  I  am  com- 
manded to  tell  you,  that  his  Majefty  is  willing  that 
provifion  maybe  made,  firft  to  diftinguifh  a  papifl: 
^from  a  proteftant  fuccefTor;  then  to  limit  and  cir- 
"^cumfcribe  the  authority  of  a  popifti  fucceflbr,  in 
thefe  cafes  following,  that  he  may  be  difabled  to  do 
any  harm :  Firft  in  reference  to  the  church  5  his  Ma- 

I  jefty 
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jefcy  is  content  that  care  be  takeily  that  all  ecclefidlti-- 
cal  and  fpiritual  benefices  and -promotions  in  gift  of 
the  crown,  may  be  conferred  in  Tuch  a  manner,  that 
we  may  be  fure  the  incumbents  fliall  be  always'  of 
the  mod  pious  and' learned  proteftants:  And  that  ho 
popifh  fucceflbr,  while  he  continues  fo,  m.ay  have  any 
power  tocontroll  fuch  prefentments.  In  rdermc^to 
the  ilate,  and  civil  part  of  the  government ;  as  ii  is 
already  provided,  Tbnt  no-papijl  can  fit  in  either  houfe 
of  Parliament ;  fo  the  King  is  plcafed  that  it  be  pro- 
vided too,  that  there  may  never  want  a  Parliament, 
v/hen  the  King  fnall   happen  to  die,    but  that  the 
Parliament  then  in  being  may  continue  indilTolvable 
for  a  competent*  time;  or  if  there  be  no  Parliameni!: 
in  being,  then  the  laft  Parliament  which  was  in  be^3 
ing  before  that  time,  may  reaifemble,  and  fitacom'^o 
petent  time,  without  any  new  fummons,  or  eiec^ionsj' 
And  as  no  papift  can  by  law  hold  any  place  of  tru(f^»j 
fo  the  King  is  content  that  it  may   be  farther  pro- 
vided, that  no  Lords  or  others  of  the  privy-council, 
'     no  judges  of  the  common  law,  or  m  Chancery^  fhali>^ 
at  any  time,  during  the  reign  of  a  popifli  luccelTor, 
be  put  in,    or  difplaced,  but  by  the  authority  of 
Parliament:  And  that  care  be  taken,  that  none  but 
lincere  proteftants  may  be  juftices  of  the  peace.     In 
reference  to  the  military  parr,  f!he  King  is  willing 
that  no  Lord  lieutenant,  or  deputy  lieutenant,  noii/j 
no  officer  in  the  navy,  during  thereign  of  any  poi^i-^ 
pifh  fucceilbr,  be  put  out  or  removed,  but  either  byy/ 
the  authority  of  Parliament,    or    of  fuch  perfoDj&s 
as  the  Parliament  fliall  intruft  with  fuch  Authority.    - 'o 
It  is  hard  to  invent  another  rcilraint  to   be  put^o 
upon  a  popifh  fuccefibr,  confidering  how  much  the- 
revenue  of  the  fuccefibr  will  depend  upon  confent  of 
Parliament,  and  how  impollible  it  is  to  raife  money 
without  fuch  confent.     But  yet,  if  any  thing   elie 
can  occur  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Parliament,  which 
may  farther  fecure  religion  and  liberty  againft  a  po- 
pifh fucceflbr,    without  defeating  the  right  of  fuc-? 

cefiion 
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ceflion  itfelf,  his  Majefty  will  mod  readily  confent  to 
it.  :  Thus  watchful  is  the  King  for  all  your  fafety ; 
and  if  he  could  think  of  any  thing  elfe,  that  you  do 
either  want  or  wifli  to  make  you  happy,  he  would 
make  it  his  bufmefs  to  effed  it  to  you.  God  Al- 
mighty long  continue  this  blefled  union  between  the 
King  and  his  Parliament  and  people. 

On  the  next  day  after  thefe  fpeeches,  the  Com- 
mons revived  a  Committee,  formerly  appointed  to 
confider  v^^hat  part  of  the  money  given  for  dilband- 
ing  of  the  army  is  yet  undifpofed  of,  and  remaining 
in  the  Exchec[uer  ;  being  ftill  apprehenfive  of  the 
corruptions  of  the  Earl  of  Danby.  But  to  fhew  a 
perfonal  concern  for  dieir  Sovereign  at  the  fame 
time,  they  fell  upon  the  farther  confideration  of  fe- 
curing  and  preferving  the  King,  and  the  proteftant 
religion,  againft  the  attempts  of  the  papifls,  both  in 
the  reign  of  his  Majefty  and  his  fucceffors.  They 
alfo  read,  at  the  fame  time,  a  h'lW  for  better  prevention  of 
illegal  exa5fion  of  money  from  thefubje^is ;  and  order- 
ed, that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  «  that 
'  when  any  member  of  this  houfe  is  preferred  to 
^  any  office  or  place  of  proht,  a  new  writ  fliall  im- 
'  mediately  iffue  out  for  eleding  a  member  to  ferve 
'  in  his  ftead. 

Still  the  Earl  of  Banby  was  one  of  their  chief 
grievances,  and  his  pardon  a  very  great  vexadon ; 
therefore  on  the  5th  of  May  they  refolved,  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  the  pardon  plead-<  / 
ed  by  the  Earl  of  Banby  was  illegal  and  void,  and 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  in  bar  of  the  impeachment 
of  the  Commons  of  England.  And  Mr.  Speaker^ 
with  the  whole  houfe,  went  up  to  the  Lords  bar, 
and  demanded  judgment  in  thefe  words  5 

My  Lords y 
«  The  knights,cirizens  and  burgefles,  in  Parliament  They  de- 
<  a(rembled,are  come  up  to  demand  judgment,in  their  menu^afn^ft 
'  own  names,  and  the  names  of  all  the  Commons  of  ^^«  Eari  of 

'  '  I  England^  ""''■^' 
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«  England^  againfl:  nomas  Earl  o^Danhy^  who  (lands 

*  impeached   by  them  before   your  Lordfhipsof 

*  high-treafon,  and  divers  high  crimes  and  mif- 
'  demeanors  •,  to  which  he  has  pleaded  a  pardon; 
'  which  pardon  the  Commons  conceive  to  be  illegal 

*  and  void  ;  and  therefore  they  do  demand  judgment 

*  of  your  Lordftiips  accordingly. 

Shortly  .after  they  fell  upon  another  great  man.,  more 
jiiftly  obncxiouSy  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  againft 
whom  they  drew  up  this  following  addrefs : 

Their  ad-  "Xl/"^  Y^^^  Majefty's  moft  loyal  and  dutiful 
drefs  againft  VV  fyi^jefts,  the  CommoHs  in  Parliament  af- 
ilnderZie.  fembled,  tindingyourMajefty's  kingdoms  involved 
in  imminent  dangers,  and  great  difficulties,  by  the 
evil  defigns  and  pernicious  counfels,  of  fome  who 
have  been,  and  are  in  high  place,  and  truft  and  au- 
thority about  your  royal  perfon  -,  who  contrary  to 
the  duty  of  their  places,  by  their  arbitrary  and  de- 
ilrudlive  counfels,  tending  to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  your  fubjeds,  and 
the  alteration  of  the  proteflant  religion  eftablifhed, 
have  endeavoured  to  alienate  the  hearts  of  your  loyal 
fubjedts,  from  your  Majefty  and  your  government. 
Amongft  whom  we  havejuft  reafon  to  ^tccufejohn 
Duke  of  Lauderdale^  for  a  chief  promoter  of  fuch 
counfels ;  and  more  particularly  for  contriving  and 
endeavouring  to  raife  jealoufies  and  mifunderitand- 
ings  between  your  Majefty 's  kingdoms  o'i  England 
and  Scotland  •,  whereby  hoiliiities  might  have  enfued, 
and  may  arife,  between  both  nations,  if  not  prevent- 
ed. Wherefore,  we  your  Majcfty's  loyal  fubjeds, 
could  not  but  be  fenfibly  affedted  with  trouble,  to 
find  fuch  a  perfon  (notwithflanding  the  repeated  ad- 
dreftes  of  the  laft  Parliament)  continued  in  your 
counfels  at  this  time,  when  the  affairs  of  your  king- 
dom require  none  to  be  put  into  fuch  employments, 
but  fuch   as  are  of  known  abilities,    intereft  and 

cfteem. 
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eftcem,  in  the  nation,  without  all  fufpicion  of  either 
;'inifl:aking  or  betraying  the  true  intereft  of  the  king- 
>dom,  and  confequently  of  advifing  your  Majcfty 
ill.  We  do  therefore  mod  humbly  befeech  your 
mod  facred  Majefty,  for  taking  away  the  great 
jealoufies,  diffatisfadlions,  and  fears  amongft  your 
good  fubjeds,  that  your  Majefty  will  gracioufly  be 
pleafed,  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  from 
your  Majefty's  councils,  in  your  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland^  and  from  all  ofHces,  employ* 
ments,  and  places  of  truft,  and  from  your  Majefty*s 
prefence  for  ever. 

This  addrefs  was  carried  in  a  full  body,  but  the 
King  only  made  this  cold  reply,  ^at  be  would  con- 
fider  of  ity  and  return  an  anfwer. 

In  the  mean  time  his  Majefty  fent  a  mefTage  to  The  ring's 
the  Commons,  by  Lord  Rujfel,  one  of  his  new  ^l^f^  ^® 
Privy- Council,  who  acquainted  the  houfe.  That 
his  Majefty  commanded  him  to  let  the  houfe  know, 
that  his  Majefty  is  willing  to  comply  with  the  re- 
queft  made  to  him  by  the  houfe,  concerning  Picker^ 
ing^  and  that  the  law  fhall  pafs  upon  him  accord- 
ingly. As  to  the  condemned  Priefts,  the  houfe  of 
Peers  have  fent  for  them,  in  order,  as  his  Majefty 
conceives,  to  fome  examinations.  And  farther  to 
acquaint  you,  that  he  repeateth  his  inftances  to  you, 
to  think  of  putting  the  fleet  in  fuch  a  pofture,  as 
may  quiet  mens  fears,  and  at  leaft  fecure  us  from  any 
fudden  attempt ;  which  his  Majefty  doubts  not  but 
you  will  do  And  tho'  the  ftreights  and  difHculties 
he  lyeth  under  are  very  great,  he  doth  not  intend, 
during  this  feftion,  to  prefs  for  any  farther  fupply  ; 
being  willing  rather  to  fuffer  the  burdens  that  are 
upon  him  fome  time  longer,  than  to  interrupt  yoU» 
whilft  you  are  employed  about  the  difcovery  of  the 
flot^  the  trial  of  the  Lords ,  and  the  bill  fovfecuring  of 
our  religion,    '      ^ 

fn?5feL.  I.  U  In 
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In  one  matter  of  moment  the  King  and  both 
A  money-  houfcs  agreed,  The  neceflity  of  a  tax:  And  there- 
tiiipafled.  fQj.g  Qj^  j.|^g  ^^  Qf  ji^^y  j-j^g  money-bill  being  pre- 
pared, the  King  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and 
fending  for  the  Commons,  pafTed  an  a6t.  For  grant- 
ing afupply  to  his  Majefty  of  two  hundred  and  fix 
thou f and  four  hundred  Jixty  two  pounds^  f event een 
fhillings  and  three  pence ^  for  paying  off  anddifhanding 
the  forces  raifedjince  the  nine  and  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thoufand  fix  hundred  feventy  feven. 
In  which  aft  there  was  a  particular  claufe  to  continue 
to  futurity,  enabling,  That  foldiers  (hall  not  be  quar- 
tered in  any  perfon's  houfe,  againft  their  confent : 
This  was  the  laft,  and  one  of  the  leaft  money-bills 
in  his  reign ;  about  the  preparing  of  which,  fome- 
thing,  for  the  reader's  curiofity,  is  here  tranfcribed 
verbatim,  from  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  Commons : 

DieJoviSy  8  Maij, 

no^  pre-  The  houfe  then  took  into  confideration  the  amend- 
^'^^^'  ments  made  by  the  Lords,  to  the  bill  for  granting 
afupply  to  his  Majefty  of  206,462  1.  17s.  3d,  for 
paying  off  and  difbanding  the  forces  raifedftnce  the 
2i)th  <?/■  September,  1677.  And  the  firft,  fecond, 
third,  fourth  and  fifth  amendments,  being  twice 
read,  were  upon  the  queftion  feverally  agreed :  The 
lixth  and  feventh  amendment  (for  leaving  out  John 
Lord  Rofsy  fon  and  heir  apparent  to  the  Earl  of 
Rutland)  being  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the  Lord 
Rofs  having  been  called  up  to  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
fince  the  bill  was  fent  up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords: 
Refolved^  That  the  houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Lords 
in  faid  amendments.  The  reft  of  the  amendments, 
to  the  hundredth  and  fecond  (kin,  fixth  line,  being 
twice  read,  were  upon  the  queftion  feverally  agreed. 
The  amendment  in  the  hundredth  and  fecond  Ikin, 
fixth  line,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the  que- 
ftion being  put  for  agreeing  with  the  Lords  in  that 

amendment. 
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amendment,  ic  pafled  in  the  negative.  The  reft  of 
the  amendments  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  being  twice 
read,  were  upon  the  queftion  feverally  agreed. 
The  two  claufes  to  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  bilU 
being  twice  read,  and  the  queftion  being  feverally 
put,  to  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  faid  claufes, 
it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  reafons,  to  be  delivered  at  a  conference  to  be  had 
with  the  Lords,  why  the  houfe  have  difagreed  with 
iheir  Lordfhips,  in  Several  of  their  amendments, 
CO  the  bill  for  paywg  off  and  dijbanding  the  army. 

About  the  time  of  pafTing  the  money-bill,  thi^ 
flieffage  was  fent  b'f  two  Judges  from  the  Lords : 

Mr.  Speaker^ 
«  We  are  commanded  by  the  Lords  to  acquaint ^^^J^^^^^e« 

>  this  houfe  with  an  order  yefterday  made  concern-  Lords. 
'«  iiug  the  Earl  of  X)/z;;Z?^,  viz.  Whereas  the  Earl  of 

*  Danhy  hath  adhered  to  the  plea  of  his  pardon,  ^nd 

*  prayed  to  be  heard  by  bis  counfel,  to  make  good 
^  the  validity  of  his  pardon:  And  whereas  the  Com - 

<  mons  have  by  their  Speaker,  in  proper  perfon, 

*  demanded  judgment  againft  the  faid  Earl,  as  cor>- 

*  ceiving  his  pardon  to  be  illegal  and  void,  //  is  or^ 
'  *  dered  by  the  Lords  fpiritualand  temporal^  in  Parlia- 

«  meyit  affemhled^  that  Saturday  the  tenth  inftant^  be 

*  appointed  far  hearing  the  Earl  of  Danby  to  mah 
'  good  his  plea.     And  farther  to  acquaint  you,  that 

<  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  have  yefterday 

>  refolved,  nat  the  five  Lords  in  the  lower,  Wil- 
'  ^liam  Earl  of  Powjs,  William  Vif count  Stafford, 
«  William  Lord  Petre,  Henry  Lord  Arundel  of 
'  Wardor,  and  John  Lori  Bel  la  fis,  fhall  he  brought 
■*  lo  their  triahy  upon  Wednefday  .th£  fourteenth  of 

*  this  month.* 

The  part  concerning  the  Earl  of  Danby  fo  heated 
the  houfe,  that  they  refolved,  '  That  no  Commoner  The  com^ 

U  2  *  whatfoive. 
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«  whatfoever,  (hall  prefume  to  maintain  the  validity 

*  of  the  pardon  pleaded  by  the  Earl  ofDanhy,  with- 

*  out  the  confent  of  the  houfe  firft  had,  and  that  the 
«  perfons  fo  doing  (hall  be  accounted  betrayers  of 

*  the  liberties  of  the  Commons  of  England.*  Which 
vote  they  ordered  to  be  polled  up  at  JVejiminfter-hall 
gate,  and  at  the  feveral  gates  of  the  Sergeants  Innsy 
and  the  Inns  ofCou?'t. 

This  heightened  the  differences  that  were  already 
begun,  about  the  manner  and  method  of  proceed- 
ing upon  the  impeachments  depending:  The  Lords 
had  addreffed  to  the  King  for  a  Lord  High-Steward 
to  prefide  in  the  trials ;  but  the  Commons  thought 
it  unnecefTary,  or  too  great  an  obftru<5tion  to  bu- 
finefs,  therefore  they  propofed,  *  That  a  Committee 

<  of  both  houfes  might  be  nominated,  to  confider  of 

*  the  moft  proper  ways  and  methods  of  proceeding 

<  upon  impeachments.*  The  Lords  refufed  to  agree, 
and  in  a  conference  afligned  this  reafon,  «  That 
«  they  did  not  find  it  conformable  to  the  rules  and 
^  orders  of  proceedings  of  this  court,  which  isy  and 

*  ever  muft  he  tender y  in  matters  relating  to  their  ju- 

<  dicature*  Upon  which  the  Commons,  May  gtb, 
-voted,  '  That  the  anfwer  delivered  by  the  Lords  at 

*  the  laft  conference,  tends  to  the  interruption  of  the 
«  good  correfpondency  between  the  two  houfes.' 
And  defiring  a  conference  with  the  Lords  the  next 
day,  they  in  conclufion  delivered  this  refolution. 
That  things  /landing  thus^  they  cannot  proceed  in  the 
trials  of  the  Lords^  before  the  methods  of  proceeding  he 
adjufted  between  the  two  houfes.  Upon  which  their 
Lbrdlhips,  upon  confideration,  did  confent  to  have 
a  Committee  of  both  houfes,  to  confider  of  pro- 
pofitions  and  circumftances  relating  to  the  trial  of 
the  Lords  in  the  tower.  But  in  another  conference, 
the  fame  day,  the  Lord  Privy- Seal  acquainted  them, 

*  That  the  Lords  had  received  a  petition  from  the 

*  Earl  of  Da7ihy^  who  was  ordered  to  attend  their 
•-  Lordfhips  this  day,  which  their  Lordfhips  read  ; 

4  whereby 
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whereby  the  Earl  of  Banhy  fet  forth,  <  That  he  met 
«  with  informations  feverally  from  his  council,  that 

*  he  durft  not  appear  to  argue  the  validity  of  his 
'  pardon,  by  reafon  of  the  vote  of  the  houfe  of 

*  Commons ;   and  that  their  Lordfliips  defired  to 

*  know,  whether  there  was  any  fuch  vote  as  was  al- 

*  ledgcd  in  the  petition. 

This  only  increafed  the  ferment  in  the  lower 
houfe  •,  and  this  indeed  proved  a  hot  day  ;  in  which 
to  teftify  their  fears  and  apprehenfions,  and  to  make 
way  for  the  intended  trials,  they  refolved  upon  an 
addrefs  to  the  King,  taking  notice  of  the  multitude 
ofjefuits^  popifh  priefts,  and  other  popifh  recufants, 
who  confbantly  reforted  to  the  cities  of  London  and 
TVeJlminJier^  and  obftinately  continued  there,  in 
contempt  of  his  Majefty's  laws  and  royal  procla- 
mation s  wherefore  they  humbly  befeech  his  Majef- 
ty,  that  the  tmYiixd.  of  London,  fp^cftminfler.  South- 
warky  the  Tower- Hamlets^  and  the  counties  of 
Middle/ex  and  Sumy,  may  immediately  be  raifed, 
and  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  Then  to  obviate 
thefe  great  difficulties  and  dangers,  they  refolved  to 
fit  the  next  day,  tho'  a  Sunday,  as  they  had  done  a  j.^^  ^^^^^ 
fortnight  before;  on  which  day  they  brought  their  and  reibivcj 
former  grand  refolve  to  maturity,  and  ordered  ^^^^l^'^^' 
bill  to  be  brought  in.  To  difable  the  Duke  of  York  to 
inherit  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm  ;  and  referred 
it  to  the  drawing  up  of  Mr.  Bennett  Mr.  Trenchard^ 
Sir  Nicholas  Carew,  Sir  Robert  Peyton,  Sir  Thomas 
Player,  Mr.  Vaughan,  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  Mr.  IVilliams,  Mr.  Hamden,  Colonel 
Birch,  Mr.  Sacheverel,  and  Mr.  Swinfen.  And  im- 
mediately after,  they  refolved,  nemine  contradicente, 

*  That  in  defence  of  the  King's  perfon,  and  the 
«  proteft ant  religion,  this  houfe  doth  declare,  that  they 

*  will  ftand  by  his  Majefty  with  their  lives  and  for- 

*  tunes  j  and  that  if  his  Majefty  fhould  come  by 

*  any  violent  death  (which  God  forbid)  they  will 
^  revenge  it  to  the  utmoft  on  the  papijls, 

U  3  ^s 
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This  was  foon  after  put  into  the  form  of  an  ad- 
drefs,  which  being  prefented  to  his  Majcfty,  he 
returned  this  anfwer. 

«  r^  ENTLEMEN  I  thank  you  for  your 

<  \J  zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant 

«  religion,  and  of  my  perfon;  and  1  affure  you,  I 

«  fhall  do  what  in  me  lies,  to  fecure  the  proteftant 

*  religion;  and   am  willing  to  do  all  fuch  things, 
«  as  may  tend  to  the  good  and  benefit  of  my  fub- 

*  jefls. 

In  the  mean  time  on  Wednefday  the  4th  of  May^ 
the  King  fent  this  following  meflage  to  the  houlS 
of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Powle^  one  of  his  new 
Privy-Council, 

C.  R. 

SflS'e"to  nP  tl  O  U  G  H  his  Majefty  hath  already,  at  th« 
them^^  ^  JL  firft  meeting  in  Parliament,  and  fince  by  a 
word  or  two,  mentioned  the  necefllty  of  having  a 
fleet  at  fea  this  fummer;  yet  the  fcafon  for  prepar- 
ing it  being  far  advanced,  and  our  neighbours  be- 
fore us  in  their  preparations,  he  cannot  hold  him- 
felf  difcharged  towards  his  people,  if  he  do  not 
now  with  more  earneftnefs,  again  recommend  the 
fame  to  your  prefent  care  and  confideration  •,  and 
the  rather,  from  the  daily  expedation  of  the  return 
of  the  fleet  from  the  Streights^  to  which  a  great 
arrear  is  due  •,  and  hereby  he  muft  acquit  himfelf 
of  the  evil  confequences,  which  the  want  of  a  fleet 
in  fuch  a  jundlure,  may  produce:  And  he  hath  not 
done  this  without  confidering,  ^hat  the  entering  up^ 
on  the  work  prefenlly  can  he  no  hindrance  to  the  other 
great  affairs  upon  your  hands 'y  but  rather  afecurity^ 
in  the  difpatch  thereof. 

This  meflTage,  tho'  reafonabic  and  proper,  and 

proceeding  from  an, unexceptionable  council,  was 

A  no 
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no  farther  regarded,  than  after  a  debate,  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  the  farther  confideration  of  the  (aid 
meflage  be  adjourned  till  Monday  next  come  feven- 
night. 

Both  houfes  having  agreed  to  a  joint  committee 
for  fettling  the  way  and  method  of  trying  the  im- 
peached Lords,  after  fome  meetings  a  report  was 
made  to  the  houfe  of  Commons^  by  Sir  John  "Tre- 
*vor^  to  this  efFedt : 

*  That  the  Commons  had    made   two  propofi-  Proceedings 

<  tions  to  the  committee  of  the  Lords  j    firft  they  ^^^^^^^^'^^^^^^ 

*  defired  to  fee  the  commifTion  of  the  Lord  High-  Lords. 

<  Steward,    and  thofe  to  former  Lords:  fecondly, 

*  they  defired  to  know  what   refolutions  had  been 

*  taken,  about  the  Lords  Spiritual  being  prefent  or 
«  abfent  at  the  trial  of  the  Lords  impeached  *,  for 
«  the  firft,  the  Lords  committee  produced  feveral 

*  copies   of  the  commifTions  to  the  Lords  High- 

*  Stewards,  and   particularly   that   for  the  trial  of 

*  the  Earl  of  Banby^  and  for  the  five  Lords  in  the 

*  Tower. "^  But  withal  they  communicated  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Lords  houfe,  of  the  12th  oi  May^  m 
thefe  words, 

«  It  is  declared  and  ordered,  by  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  that  the  office  of  a  High 
Steward,  upon  trials  of  Peers  upon  impeach- 
ments, is  not  neceflary  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  but 
that  the  Lords  may  proceed  upon  fuch  trials,  if 
a  High  Steward  be  not  appointed  according  to 
their  humble  defire.'  Their  Lordfhips  farther 
declared  to  the  committee,  «  That  a  Lord  High 
Steward  was  made  pro  hac  vice  only :  That  not- 
withftanding  making  a  High  Steward,  the  court 
remained  the  fame,  and  was  not  thereby  altered, 
but  ftill  remained  the  court  of  Peers  in  Parliament : 
that  the  Lord  Higli  Steward  was  but  as  a  Speak- 
er or  Chair-man,  for  the  more  orderly  procecd- 
U  4  *  ings 
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^  ings  at  the  trials.  Notwithftanding  which,  they 
^  had  petitioned  and  obtained  a  Lord  High- Steward 

<  for  the  enfuing  trials  •,'  as  to  the  fecond  propofi- 
tion  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  Peers  was  ia 
thefe  words. 

<  Refolvcd  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo^ 

<  ral,  that  the  Lords  Spiritual  have  a  right  to  ftay 
«  in  court  in  capital  cafes,  till  fuch  time  as  judgment 

*  of  death  comes  to  be  pronounced.* 

The  next  day  the  Lords  explained  themfelvcs, 
and  declared  the  meaning  of  their  refolution  to  be, 

*  That  the  Lords  Spiritual  have  a  right  to  ftay  and 

*  fit  in  court,  till  the  court  proceed  to  vote  guilty  or 
^  not  guilty. 

The  fecond  propofition  being  a  matter  of  great 
weight  and  confideration,  the  committee  of  the 
Commons  had  commanded  him  to  report  it  to  the 
houfe,  in  order  to  receive  their  diredlions  for  their 
farther  proceedings. 

Two  days  after  Sir  John  Trevor  made  another  re- 
port from  the  committee  of  both  houfes,  that  the 
Lords  had  communicated  to  the  committee  certain 
proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,    in  thefe  words, 

«  Refolvcd  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo - 
«  ral,  that  7'burfday  the  iid  Inftant  be  appointed 
t  to  begin  the  trials  of  the  five  Lords  in  the  Tower, 
^  the  Earl  of  Powis^  Lord  Vifcount  Stafford^  Lord 
'  Petre,  Lord  Arundel  of  PFardor,  and  Lord  Bella- 

*  fs :  after  which  refolution  pafied,  the  Lords  fpiri- 

*  tual  aflced  the  leave  of  the  houfe,  that  they  might 
«  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  trials  of  the  faid 
'  Lords,  with  the  liberty  of  entring  their  ufual 

*  proteftations.'  And  that  the  Commons  commit- 
tee did  defire  the  diredlions  of  the  houfe,  how 
they  lliould  proceed  thereon.  Upon  hearing  the 
report,  the  houfe  of  Commons,  after  a  warm  de- 
bate, refohed,  that  it  be  given  as  an  inflruclion  to 
the  faid  committee  to  infift,  Tbaf  the  Lords  Spiritu- 
al 
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al  ought  not  to  have  any  vote  in  any  proceedings  a- 
gainft  the  Lords  in  the  Tower  :  and  when  that  mat- 
ter fhall  be  fettled,  and  the  methods  of  proceeding 
adjufted,  this  houfe  fhall  then  be  ready  to  proceed 
upon  the  trial  of  the  pardon  of  Lord  Danby,  againft 
whom  this  houfe  hath  already  demanded  judgment  ; 
and  afterwards  to  the  trials  of  the  other  five  Lords 
in  the  'fower. 

On  the  15th  of  May^  the  Commons  perfe6led 
their  grand  bill  to  difable  the  Duke  of  Tork  from 
inheriting  the  imperial  Crown  of  England  ;  now 
obtaining  the  name  of  the  exchfion  hill ;  and  was 
read  the  firft  time,  without  any  great  oppofition. 
It  fet  forth,  after  the  particulars  of  the  execrable 
confpiracy, 

'  That  the  emiflfaries,  priefts  and  agents  for  the '^^^  ^'^^- 
'  Pope^    had   traiterouily  feduced  7^;;i^j  Duke  ofixc"wswH 

*  Tork^    prefumptive  heir  to  thefe  crowns,  to  the®^^^* 

*  communion  of  the  church  of  Rome  ;  and  had  in- 

*  duced  him  to  enter  into  feveral  negotiations  with 
^  the  Pope^  his  Cardinals  and  Nuncios,  for  promot- 

*  ing  the  Romijh  church  and  intereft  ;  and  by  his 

*  means  and  procurement,  had  advanced  the  power 

*  and  greatnefs  of  the  French  King,  to  the  manifeft 
'  hazard  of  thefe  kingdoms.      That  by  defcent  of 

<  thefe  crowns  upon  a  papift^  and  by  foreign  alliances 

*  and  afiiftance,  they  might  be  able  to  fucceed  in 
«  their  wicked  and  villainous  defigns.' 

Then  after  another  preamble,    they  enadled  to 
this  efFed  ; 

1.  «  That  the  faidj^w^-i  Duke  of  17?r/^,  Albany ^ 

<  and  TJlfter^  fhould  be  incapable  of  inheriting  the 

*  crowns  of  England^  Scotland  and  Ireland^  with 
'  their  dependencies  ;  and  of  enjoying  any  of  the 
'  titles,  rights,  prerogatives  and  revenues  belonging 

*  to  the  faid  crowns. 

2.  *  That  in  cafe  his  Majefty  fhould  happen  to 
«  die,  or  refign  his  dominions,  they  (liould  devolve 

«  to 
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<  to  the  perfon  next  in  fuccefTion,  in  the  fame  man- 

*  ner  as  if  the  Duke  was  dead. 

«  3.  That  all  a(5ls  of  fovereignty  and  royalty  that 

*  Prince  might  then   happen  to  perform,  were  not 

*  only  declared  void,  but  to  be  High-Treafon^  and 
«  punifhable  as  fuch. 

«  4.  That  if  any  one,  at  any  time  whatfoever, 

<  fhould  endeavour  to  bring  the  faid  Duke  into  any 
«  of  the  fore-mentioned  dominions,  or  correfpond 
«  with  him  in  order  to  make  him  inherit,  he  fhould 
«  be  guilty  of  High-^reafon, 

«  5.  That  if  the  Duke  himfelf  ever  returned  into 
«  any  of  thefe  dominions,  confidering  the  mifchiefs 
•^  that  muft  enfue,  he  fhould  be  looked  upon  as  guilty 
^  of  the  fame  offence;  and  all  perfons  were  autho- 
"  rized  and  required,  to  feize  upon  and  imprifon 

*  hin3 1  and  in  cafe  of  refiftance  made  by  him  or  his 

<  adherents^  to  fubiue  them  by  force  of  arms.* 
This  bill  of  banilhment,  as  well  as  exclufion,  was 

five  days  after  read  a  fecond  time  in  the  houfe. 

Upon  which  the  queftion  being  put,  whether  the 
bill  fhould  be  committed,  the  houfe  divided,  and 
the  2>ij'j  ordered  to  go  forth,  which  were  two  hun- 
dred and  feven,  and  the  Nd*s  who  flaid  were  but  a 
hundred  and  twenty  eight,  the  majority  feventy 
nine  •,  and  fothe  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  houfe  ;  but  the  Parliament  being  foon 
after  prorogued,  it  never  proceeded  farther. 

And  was  difTolved  on  the  loth  of  July  following. 


An 
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An  anfwer  to  a  Letter  written  hy  a  memler  of 
Parliament  in  the  Country,  upon  the  occafion  of 
reading  the  G^zttttoftbe  nZ/^o/ December,  7679  ; 
wherein  the  Proclamation  for  farther  proroguing 
the  Parliament,  till  the  nth  0/ November  7;^yf 
enfuing, 

SIR, 

I  Received  your  Letter,    when  I  was  engaged  in  cro.  ja.  foi 
much  other  bufinefF,  which  will  excufe   me  that  j 7^^;^^;^ 
I  have  not  returned  an  anfwer  fooner,  and  that  it  is  775- 
done  no  better  now :  You  defire  me  to  let  you  know 
what  that  judgment  is,  which  my  Lord  Chancellor 
acquainted  my  Lord  Mayor  and  his  brethren  with, 
and  what  my  thoughts  are  upon  it  :  And  that  I  may 
obey  you  in  both,  I  will  firft  tranfcribe  that  cafe,  as 
it  is  reported  by  Juftice  Crock,  that  being  already 
put  into  Englifh,  whereas  the  cafe  in  Moor  is  in 
French, 

Memorandmn,  That  by  command  from  the  King, 
all  the  Jufticcs  of  England,  with  divers  of  the  nobi- 
lity, viz.  The  Lord  M*?/;/^^^*?  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Barl  of  Dorfet  Lord  Treafurer,  Vifcount  Cranhourn    . 
Principal  fecretary,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  Lord 
Admiral,  the  Earls  of  Northumberland,  IVorceJler, 
Devon,  and  Northampton,  the  Lords  Zouch,  Biirghly, 
and  Knowles,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Butchy,  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bifliop  of  London,  Popham 
Chief  Juftice,  Bruce  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  Anderfon, 
Gawdy^  Walmejly,    Fenner,    Kingfmil,  Warhurton, 
Savel,  Daniel,  Telverton,  and  Singg^  were  afiembled 
in  the  Star-Chamber,    where  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
after  a  longfpeech  made  by  him  concerning  Juftices 
of  the  peace,   and  his  exhortation  to  Juftices  of  af- 
fize,  and  a  difcourfe  concerning  papifts  and  puritans, 
declaring  how  they  both  were  difturbers  of  the  ftate, 
and  that  the  King  intending  to  fupprefs  them,  and 
to  have  the  laws  put  in  execution  againft  them,  de- 
manded 


3ao  Parliamentary     A.  i 679.' 

manded  of  the  Juftices  their  refolutions  in  three 
things : 

Firft,  whether  the  deprivation  of  puritan  mini- 
fters  by  the  High-Commiflioners,  for  refufing  to 
conform  themfelves  to  the  ceremonies  appointed  by 
the  laft  canons,  was  lawful  ?  Whereto  all  the 
juftices  anfwered,  that  they  had  conferred  thereof 
before  and  held  it  to  be  lawful,  becaufe  the  King 
hath  the  fupreme  ecclefiaftical  power  which  he  hath 
delegated  to  the  Commiflioners,  whereby  they  had 
the  power  of  deprivation  by  the  common  law  of  the 
realm.  And  the  ftatute  of  i.  Eliz.  which  appoints 
Commiflioners  to  be  made  by  the  Queen,  doth  not 
confer  any  new  power,  but  explain  and  declare  the 
ancient  power.  And  therefore  they  held  it  clear  ; 
^hat  the  King  without  Parliament  might  make  orders 
and  conjlttutions  for  the  government  of  the  clergy^  and 
might  deprive  them  if  they  obeyed  not.  And  fo  the 
commiffioners  might  deprive  them.  But  they  could 
not  make  any  conftitutions  without  the  King :  And 
the  divulging  fuch  orders  by  proclamation  is  a  moft 
gracious  admonition  :  And  for  as  much  as  they  have 
refufed  to  obey,  they  are  lawfully  deprived  by  the 
commifTioners  ex  officio ^  without  libel,  Et  ore  tenus 
convocati. 

Secondly,  Whether  a  prohibition  be  grantable 
againft  the  commiflioners  upon  the  ftatute  of 
2.  Hen.  V.  if  they  do  not  deliver  the  copy  of  the 
libel  to  the  party  :  Whereto  they  all  anfwered. 
That  that  ftatute  is  intended  where  the  ecclefiaftical 
judge  proceeds  ex  officio  &  ore  tenia.  Thirdly, 
whether  it  were  an  offence  punifliable,  and  what 
puniftiment  they  deferved  who  framed  petitions,  and 
colledled  a  multitude  of  hands  thereto,  to  prefer  ro 
the  King  in  a  publick  caufe,  as  the  puritans  had 
done,  with  an  intimation  to  the  King,  that  if  he 
denied  their  fuit,  many  thoufand  of  his  fubjedts 
would  bedifcontented  ?  Whereto  all  the  Juftices  an- 
fwered, That  it  was  an  offence  finable  at  difcretion, 

and 
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and  very  near  to  ^reafon  and  Felony  in  the  pumjb^ 
ment  :  For  they  tended  to  the  raifing  of  fedition, 
rebellion,  and  difcontent  among  the  people.  To 
which  refolution  all  the  Lords  agreed.  And  then 
many  of  the  Lords  declared,  that  fome  of  the 
puritans  had  raifed  a  falfe  rumour  of  the  King,  how- 
he  intended  to  grant  a  toleration  to  papifts :  which 
offence  the  Juftices  conceived  to  be.  heinoufly  finable 
by  the  rules  of  the  common  Jaw,  either  in  the 
King's-bench,  or  by  the  King  and  his  council^  or  now, 
fince  the  ftatute  of  3  Henry  7.  in  iht  f tar-chamber. 
And  the  Lords  feverally  declared  how  \.\it  King  was 
difcontented  with  the  faid  falfe  rumour,  and  had 
made  but  the  day  before  a  proteftation  unto  them, 
that  he  never  intended  it,  and  that  he  would  fpend 
the  lad  drop  of  his  blood  in  his  body  before  he 
would  do  it;  and  prayed,  that  before  any  of  his 
iffue  (hould  maintain  any  other  religion  than  what 
he  truly  profeffed  and  maintained,  that  God  would 
take  them  out  of  the  world. 

I  doubt  not  but  yourfelf,  and  every  Englijh  pro- 
teftant,  will  join  with  this  royal  petitioner,  and  will 
heartily  fay.  Amen, 

But  you  defire  to  know  if  I  think  the  refolution  of 
the  judges  in  this  cafe  ought  to  deter  us  from  humbly 
petitioning  his  Majefty,  that  this  Parliament  may 
effe6tually  fit  on  the  26th  day  of  January  next. 
In  order  to  this,  give  me  leave  to  obferve  to  you, 
as  it  is  mod  certain,  that  a  great  reverence  is  due  to 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  judges,  fo  there  is 
a  difference  to  be  put  between  the  authority  of  their 
judgments,  when  folemnly  given  in  cafes  depending 
before  them,  and  their  fudden  and  extrajudicial 
opinions.  The  cafe  of  (hip-money  itfelf  is  not  a 
better  proof  of  this,  than  that  which  you  have  now 
read,  as  you  will  fee,  if  you  confider  diftindly 
what  they  fay  to  the  feyeral  queftions  propoled  to 
them. 

As 
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As  to  their  anfwer  to  the  firft  queftion,  it  much 
concerns  the  reverend  clergy  to  enquire,  whether  they 
did  not  miftake  in  it  ?  And  whether  the  King,  by 
his  proclamation,  can  make  new  conftitutions,  and 
oblige  them  to  obedience  under  the  penaky  of  de- 
privation ?  Should  it  be  fo,  and  fhouldthisunliappy 
kingdom  ever  fuffer  under  the  reign  of  a  popifh 
Prince,  he  might  eafily  rid  himfelf  of  fuch  obftinate 
hereticks,  and  leave  his  eccJefiaftical  preferments 
open  for  men  of  better  principles :  He  will  need 
only  to  publifh  a  proclamation,  that  fpittle  and  faJt 
fhould  be  ufcd  in  baptifm,  that  holy  water  fhould 
be  ufed,  and  images  fet  up  in  churches  •,  and  a  few 
more  fuch  things  as  thefe,  and  the  bufinefs  were  ef- 
fedually  done.  But  if  you  believe  my  Lord  chief 
juftice  Coke^  he  will  tell  you  that  it  was  agreed  by  ail 
the  judges  upon  debate,  HilL  4to  Jacobin  that  the 
King  cannot  change  his  ecclefiaftical  law  -,  and 
you  may  eafily  remember  fince  ^^  whok  Par- 
liament declared,  that  he  could  not  alter  or  fufpend 
them. 

I  have  the  uniform  opinion  of  all  the  Judges  given 
upon  great  deliberation,  Mich.  4to  Jac.  to  juftify 
tne,  if  I  fay  that  our  judges  here  were  utterly  mif- 
taken,  in  the  anfwer  which  they  gave  to  the  fecond 
queftion  *,  I  will  not  cite  the  numerous  fubfequetit 
authorities,  fince  every  man  knows,  that  it  is  the 
conflant  pradice  of  Weftminfier-hall  at  this  day,  xo 
grant  prohibitions  upon  a  refufal  to  give  a  copy  of 
articles,  where  the  proceedings  in  the  ecclefiaflioal 
courts  are  en  officio. 

You  fee  there  was  a  kind  of  ill  fate  upon  the 
judges  this  day,  as  ufually  there  was  when  met  ^in 
the'ftar-chamber,  and  that  they  were  very  unfortU^ 
nate  in  anfwering  two  of  the  three  quellions  pro- 
pofed  to  them  ;  let  us  go  on  to  confider  what  does 
principally  concern  us  at  prefcnt,  their  anfwer  to  the 
laft  queftion. 

You 
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You  have  juft  done  reading  it,  and  therefore  I 
need  not  repeat  to  you  cither  the  doubt  or  the  folution 
of  it  •,  but  one  may  be  allowed  to  fay  modcftly,  that 
it  was  a  fudden  anfwer.  'Tis  polTiblc  the  Lords 
then  prefent  were  well  enough  informed,  when  they 
were  told  that  fuch  kind  of  petitioning  was  an  offence 
next  to  treafon  and  felony  ;  but  I  dare  be  fo  bold  as 
to  fay,  that  at  this  day,  not  a  lawyer  m  Enghnd 
would  be  the  wifer  for  fuch  an  anfwer  ;  they  would 
be  confounded,  and  not  know  whether  it  were  mif- 
prifion  of  treafon,  which  feemfe  an  offence  neareft  to 
treafon,  or  petty  larceny,  which  fcems  neareft  to 
felony. 

You  will  be  apt  to  tell  me  that  I  miftake  my 
Lords  the  Judges,  and  they  fpoke  not  the  nature  of 
the  crime,  but  the  manner  of  the  punifhment ;  but 
this  will,  mend  the  matter  but  little  ;  for  fmce  the 
punifhments  of  thofe  two  crimes  are  fo  very  diffe- 
rent, you  are  ftill  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever,  what 
thefe  ambiguous  words  mean. 

Well,  but  we  will  agree,  that  the  crime  about 
which  the  enquiry  was  made,  was  a  very  great  one. 
When  men  arife  to  fuch  infolence,  as  to  threaten 
their  Prince,  it  will  be  but  little  excufe  to  them,  to 
call  their  menaces,  by  the  foft  and  gentle  name  of 
petitions. 

But  you  would  know  for  what,  and  in  what  man- 
ner we  arc  at  prefent  to  petition  ;  and  I  will  give 
you  a  plain  and  infallible  rule.  It  is  the  ftatute  13 
Car,  2.  c.  5. 

Be  it  enaifled,  ^c.  that  no  perfon  or  perfons 
whatfoever,  fhall  follicit,  labour,  or  procure  the 
getting  of  hands,  or  other  confent  of  any  peribn^ 
above  the  number  of  twenty,  or  more,  to  any  pe- 
tition, complaint,  remonftrance,  declaration,  or 
other  addrefs  to  the  King,  or  both  or  either  houfes 
of  Parliament,  for  alteration  of  matters  cflablifhed 
by  law  in  church  or  ftate,  unlefs  the  matter  thereof 
have  been  firft  confented  to,  and  ordered  by  three  or 

more 
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more  juftices  of  the  county,  or  by  the  major  part 
of  the  grand-jury  of  the  county,  ordivifion  of  the 
county,  where  the  fame  matter  (hall  arife  at  their 
publick  aflizes,  or  general  quarter- feflions,  or  if  a- 
rifing  in  London^  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  in  common  council  affembled  ;  and 
that  no  perfon  or  pej:fons  whatfoever,  Ihall  repair  to 
his  Majefty,  or  both,  or  either  of  the  houfes  of 
Parliament,  upon  pretence  of  prefenting  or  deliver- 
ing any  petition,  complaint,  rcmonftrance,  or  de- 
claration, or  other  addreffes,  accompanied  with  ex- 
ceflive  numbers  of  people,  not  at  any  one  time  with 
above  the  number  of  ten  perfons,  upon  the  pain  of 
incurring  a  penalty,  not  exceeding  the  fumof  100/. 
in  money,  and  three  months  imprifonment,  without 
bail  or  main-prize  for  every  offence  ;  which  offence 
to  be  profecuted  at  the  court  of  King^s-Bench^  or  at 
the  afifizes,  or  general  quarter- fefTions,  within  fix 
months  after  the  offence  committed,  and  provedby 
two  or  more  credible  witneiTes. 

.Here  you  obferve  the  Parliament,  who  fet  them- 
felves  diredtly  to  obviate  all  the  inconveniencies, 
which  might  arife  to  the  government  from  tumul- 
tuous petitioning,  will  not  allow  that  great  numbers 
Ihould  join  in  petitions,  for  alteration  of  the  laws 
(becaufe  it  is  pofTible  ill  men  fhould  abufe  fuch  liber- 
ty) unlefs  the  manner  of  the  petition  be  confented  to 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  adl  direds ;  but  in  all  other 
cafes,  they  leave  the  fubjeds  to  their  undoubted  li- 
berty, as  Well  knowing  that  from  thence  there  could 
arife  no  pofTible  inconvenience  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  to  bar  the  people  of  that  humble  way  of  making 
tlieir  wants  known,  might  fojce  them  upon  work 
ways  of  doing  it. 

And  therefore  I  mud  tell  you,  that  you  do  my 
Lord  Chancellor  great  injuftice,  if  you  think  his 
fpeech  tends  to  deter  men  from  all  manner  of  peti- 
tioning :  No,  that  wife  and  eloquent  Lord,  who 
receives  every  dav  fo  many  petitions,  will  I  fuppofc 
<  '  be 
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be  content  the  King  (hould  receive  fome  too.  It 
never  yet  was  thought  *  feditious  or  tumultuous  ia 
any  government,  for  the  fubjedls  in  an  humle  man* 
ner  to  beg,  that  he  who  has  the  only  power  to  do  it> 
would  redrefs  their  grievances :  It  is  the  way  by 
which  we  apply  ourfelves  to  the  King  of  heaven, 
who  knows  all  our  wants,  and  yet  expedsfrom  us 
that  we  Ihould  daily  exprefsthem  to  him  in  humble 
petitions.  And  the  wifdom  of  the  church,  which 
has  ajppointed  liturgies  and  forms  of  Common- 
prayer,  feems  to  inftrudl  us,  that  God  is  plea  fed 
when  huge  numbers  join  in  the  fame  petition.  Why 
fhouldnot  then  fuppliant  fubjedls,  with  like  humi- 
lity^ and  in  like  manner,  addrefs  themfelves  to  the 
God  on  earth  ?  cfpecially  fince  Kings  cannot  know 
our  defires  or  our  grievances,  till  we  ourfelves  in- 
form them  what  they  are.  I  remember  fome  wicked 
Counfellors  of  Darius  did  once  obtain  a  law  to  be 
made,  that  none  Ihould  petition  any  one  but  the 
King  for  thirty  days-,  but  there  never  yet  was  found 
fo  abfurd  a  ilatefman  as  to  advife  a  law,  that  fub- 
jedls  fhould  not  fupplicate  their  Prince.  It  is  pro- 
bable it  would  be  well  for  fome  favourites,  who  are 
near  a  King,  if  fuch  a  right  could  be  taken  from 
the  people,  for  then  all  their  falfe  fuggeftions  and  in- 
formations might  pafs undifcovered  ;  but  'tis  impof- 
fible  that  a  King  (hould  long  be  fafe  in  fuch  a  condi- 
tion. I  will  fuppofe  a  malicious  ftatefman,  intend- 
ing to  raife  a  jealoufy  in  the  mind  of  the  Sovereign, 
Vol.  I.i  X  fhould 


*  It  is  the  right  of  all  people  that  apprehend  themfelves  ag- 
grieved, to  approach  his  Majefty  by  petition,  Mr.  Finch's  Ar- 
gument in  the  trial  of  the  feven  Bilhops,  f.  105.  The  fubjefts 
have  a  right  to  petition  the  King  in  all  their  grievances ;  fo  fay» 
all  our  books  oif  law,  and  fo  fays  the  ftatute  13  Car.  lid.  Ser- 
jeant LevinZf  in  the  fame  trial,  fol.  121 . It  was  one  ar- 
ticle againft  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  that  he  iffued  out  a  Procla- 
mation and  warrant  of  reftraint,  to  inhibit  the  King's  fubjeif^s  to 
come  to  the  fountain,  their  Sovereign,  to  deliver  their  complaints 
of  their  wrongs  and  oppreflions,  Rufivj,  in  his  trial,  7^1. 
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ihould  inform  him  in  dangerous  tipaes,  that  he  was 
not  beloved  by  his  people,  and  that  he  was  not  to 
truft  them.  How  could  the  fubjeds  in  fuch  a  cafe 
j^over  the  Prince's  good  opinion,  in  the  abfence  of 
a  legal  reprefentative,  but  by  humble  and  afFedi^ 
onate  addreffes?  Or  fuppofe  fome  good  proteftant 
Prince  Ihould  be  fo  unfortunate,  as  to  have  fome 
Counfellors  nearhitn  who  are  concealed  ;  and  others 
whofe  crimes  make  them  fear  Parliaments,  it  is  eafy 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  one  fort  will  be  filling  his  ears 
with  ftories,  that  a  great  part  of  his  kingdom  are 
inclined  to  popery  •,  and  the  other  fort,  that  the  beft 
of  his  fubjedts  are  quite  out  of  love  with  Parliaments, 
as  fadlious  and  feditious  affemblies :  Into  what  un- 
fortunate circumftances  would  fuch  a  Prince  be  apt 
to  fall,  if  his  people  were  precluded  from  ad- 
drefling  themfelves,  and  opening  their  defire^  xp 
him?  ^       ^      y-en  o> 

I  might  go  on  to  trouble  you  with  infinite  Inftan- 
ces  of  this  nature,  but  there  is  no  want  of  any  in  fo 
plain  a  cafe :  'Tis  the  dodlrine  of  our  church,  that 
the  only  arms  of  fubjeds,  are  prayers,  petitions, 
fupplications  and  tears  •,  and  they  are  no  friends  ei- 
ther to  the  King  or  church,  who  would  difarm  us  of 
thefe. 

My  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hohharl  tells  us,  that  A: 
is  lawful  for  any  fubjedl  to  petition  the  King  for  re- 
drefs,  in  an  humble  and  modeft  manner  ;  for  (fays  he) 
accefs  to  the  Sovereign  muft  not  be  Ihut  up  in  cafe 
of  the  fubjedls  diftreffes.  It  was  one  of  the  crimes 
for  which  the  Spencers  were  banifhed  by  Parlia- 
ment, that  they  hindred  the  King  from  receiv- 
ing and  anfwering  petidons  from  great  men,  ^nd 
ot{)ers. 

"And  as  it  is  our  unqueftionable  right,  fo  in  all 
ages,  the  ufage  has  been  by  petition  to  inform  our 
King  of  our  grievances.  In  the  reign  of  King 
Edward  the  ift.and  Ed,  the  3d.  Petitions  were 
frequent  for  redrefs  of  publick  grievances,  and  for 

Par- 
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Parliaments,  tfycchWy  out  of  Ireland ^  (though  that 
is  a  conquered  nation)  as  may  be  feen  in  the  clbfe 
rolls  of  the  reigns  of  thofe  two  Kings,  oneinftance 
I  will  give  you  for  your  fatisfadion,  but  I  will  tire 
you  with  no  more,  for  that  would  be  endlefs. 

'Tis  Clauf.  10  Ed.  2  M.  28.  Litus  pro  com- 
fnunitate  Hibernise.  Rex.  Dile5f,  y  fideliter  fuis 
Jufi.  Cancellar,  ^  ^hefaiir.  Suis  Hih.  Salutem^  ex 
farte  populi  noftri  terrcs  prcediEl,  petitionem  fuain 
coram  nobis  Csf  concilio  noftro  exhibitum  nobis  efi  cum 
inftanttafupplicare^  quod  cum,  &c. 

In  the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  the  lid, 
the  whole  body  of  the  realm  petitioned,  that  themoft 
wife  and  able  men  within  the  realm  might  be  chofen 
chancellors. 

j:' King  Henry  the  VIII.  told  his  fubjeds  then  in 
aVms  againfl  him  in  Torkjhire,  that  they  ought  noc 
to  have  rebelled,  but  to  have  applied  themfelves  to 
him  by  petition. 

King  James  by  a  Proclamation  publifhed  in  the 
12  th  year  of  his  reign,  begins  thus:  '  Thecom- 
\  plaints  lately  exhibited  to  us  by  certain  noblemen, 
*^%nd  others  of  our  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  fuggefting 
*  diforders  and  abufes,  as  well  in  the  proceedings  of 
♦^•the  late  begun  Parliament,  as  in  the  martial  and 
«  <:ivil  government  of  the  kingdom,  we  did  receive 
♦1  with  extraordinary  grace  and  favour. 

•  And  by  another  Proclamation  in  the  12th  year  of 
his  reign,  he  declares.  That  it  was  the  right  of  his 
fubjedls  to  make  their  immediate  addrefles  to  him 
by  petition  \  and  in  the  19th  year  of  his  reign  he 
invites  his  fubjeds  to  it. 

And  in  the  20th  year  of  his  reign,  he  tells  his 
people,  that  his  own,  and  the  ears  of  his  privy- 
council,  did  ftill  continue  open  to  the  juft  complaints 
of  his  people  ;  and  that  they  were  not  confined  to 
times  and  meetings  in  Parliament,  nor  retrained  to 
:    X2:         -^^^^^^h       par. 
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particular  grievances  ;  not  doubting  but  that  his  lov- 
ing fubjeds  would  apply  themfelves  to  his  Majefty 
for  relief  •,  to  the  utter  abolifhing  of  all  thofe  private 
whifperings,  and  caufelefs  rumours,  which,  without 
v-giving  his  Majefty  any  opportunity  of  reformation, 
by  particular  knowledge  of  any  faulty  fervetono 
other  purpofes  but  to  occafion  and  blow  abroad 
difcontentment. 

It  appears  that  thehoufe  of  Lords,  both  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  nemine  contradicente^  voted  thanks  to 
■J  thofe  Lords  who  petitioned  the  King  at  Tork^  to  call 
Vi  Parliament. 

And  the  King  by  his  declaration,  printed  in  the 
fame  year,  declares  his  royal  will  and  pleafure. 
That  all  his  loving  fubjeds,  who  have  any  juftcaufe 
to  prefent  or  complain  of  any  grievances  or  oppref- 
Cons,  may  freely  addrefs  themfelves  by  their  humble 
petitions  to  his  facred  Majefty,  who  will  gracioufly 
hear  their  complaints. 

Since  his  Majefty's  happy  reftoration,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Bucks^  made  a  petition. 
That  their  county  might  not  be  over-run  by  the 
King's  deer ;  and  the  fame  was  done  by  the.county 
o^  Surry y  on  the  fame  occafion.  q  r.  rlDui  ' 

*Tis  time  for  me  to  conclude  your  trouble :  Ifup- 
pofe  you  do  no  longer  doubt  but  that  you  may  join 
in  petition  for  a  Parliament,  fince  you  fee  it  has  been 
often  done  heretofore  ;  nor  need  you  fear  how 
many  of  your  honeft  countrymen  join  with  you, 
fince  you  hear  of  petitions  by  the  whole  body  of  the 
realm  *,  and  fmce  you  fee,  both  by  the  opinions  of 
our  lawyers,  by  the  dodrine  of  our  church,  and 
by  the  declaration  of  our  Kings,  that  it  is  our  un- 
doubted right  to  petition.  Nothing  can  be  more 
abfurd  than  to  fay,  that  the  number  of  thefuppliants 
makes  an  innocent  petition  an  offence  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  in  a  thing  of  this  publick  concernment,  a 
few  fhould  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  King,  it  would 
be  a  thing  in  it  felf  ridiculous  j  the  great  end  of  fuch 
3  addrefles 
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addrefies  being  to  acquaint  him  with  the  general 
^^ defines  of  his  people,  which  can  never  be  done  un- 
siefs  multitudes  join.  How  can  the  complaints  of 
lithe  diffufive  body  of  the  realm  reach  his  Majefty's 
clears,  in  the  abfence  of  a  Parliament,  but  in  the 
oaftual  concurrence  of  every  individual  perfon  in  pe- 
btition  ?  For  the  perfonal  application  of  multitudes  is 

indeed  unlawful  and  dangerous. 
k    Give  me  leave  fince  the  Gazette  runs  fo  much  ia 
oyour  mind,  to  tell  you   (as  I  may  modeftly  enough 
do,  fince  the  ftatute  direfe  me)  what  anfwer   the 
Judges  would  now  give,  if  fuch  another  cafe  were 
f^/putto  them,  as  was  put  to  the  Judges  2  Jacohu 
^      Suppofe  the  nonconformifts  at  this  day,  (as  the 
sipuritans  then  did)  fhould  folicit  the  getting  of  the 
/Jiands  of  multitudes  to  a  petition  to  the  King,  for 
^liufpending  the  execution  of  the  penal   laws  againft 
vthemfelves  •,  the  prefent  Judges  would  not  tell  you, 
that  this  was  an  offence  next  to  treafon  or  felony, 
nor  that  the  offenders  were  to  be  brought   to  the 
xouncil- board  to  be  punifhed  ;  but  they  would  tell 
you  plainly  and  diftindtly,  that  if  the  hands  of  more 
perfons  than  twenty,  were  folicited,  or  procured  to 
fuch  a  petition,  and  the   offenders  were  convidled 
jipon  the  evidence  of  two  or  more  credible  witneffcs, 
-"upon  a  profecution  in  the  King's-bench,  or  at  the 
alFizes  or  quarter-fefTions,  within  fix  months,   they 
would  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  100/.  and  three 
months  imprifonment,  becaufe  their  petition  was  to 
sichange  a  matter  eftablifhed  by  law.     But  I  am  fure 
^icyou  are  a  better  logician  than  not  to  fee  the  difference 
b.which  the   ftatute  makes  between  fuch  a  petition, 
"Twhich  is  to  alter  a  thing  eftabliflied  by  law,  and  an 
^innocent  and  humble  'petition,  That  a  Parliament 
23may  meet  according  to  law,  in  a  time  when  the 
created  dangers  hang  over  the  King,  the  church, 
and  the  ftate. 

X  3  "TU 
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The  fourth  The  ngw  ParUaincnt  met  the  2ift  ofOEkohtv  16^0,^ 
Parliament      y-^^  j^-^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^y^^  ^y  PeerswUbtbe  ufual 

folemnity^  and  made  this  remarkable  fpeecb  to  both 

^vboufes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  King's  *  HT  ^I  E  feveral  prorogations  I  have  made,  have 
fpeech'to    <    X    been  very  advantageous  to  our  neighbours, 
bothhoufes.  ^  ^^^  ^gj.y  ^^g^^j  ^Q  j^g  .  fQj.  J  j^2ive  employed  that 

'  time  in  making  and  perfeding  an  alliance  with 

<  the  crown  of  Spain^  fuitable  to  that  which  I  had 
«  before  with  the  ftates  of  the  United  Provinces^  and 
^  they  alfo  had  with  Spain^  confiding  of  mutual  ob- 
f  ligations  of  fijccour  and  defence.  I  have  all  the 
«  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe,  that  what  was  fo 
«  much  defired  by  former  Parliaments,  muft  needs 
«  be  very  grateful  to  you  now  :  For  though  fome, 

<  perhaps,  may  wifh  thefe  meafures  had  been  taken 
f;  fooner ;  yet  no  man  can  with  reafon  think  that  it 
f  is  now  too  late  5  for  they  who  defire  to  make 
i  thefe  alliances,  and  they  who  defire  to  break  them, 
«  fhew  themfelves  to  be  of  another  opinion.  And 
«  as  thefe  are  the  beft  meafures  that  could  be  taken 

*  for  the  fafety  o^  England^  and  repofe  of  Chriften- 

<  dom,  fo  they  cannot  fail  to  attain  their  end,  and 
< .  to  fpread  and  improve  themfelves  farther,  if  our 
«  divifions  at  home,  do  not  render  our  friendfhip 

<  lefs  confiderable  abroad. 

'  To  prevent  thofe  as  much  as  may  be,  I  think 

<  fit  to  renew  to  you,  all  the  afTurances  which  can 
f  be  defired,  that  nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on  my 

<  part  to  give  you  the  fulleft  fatisfadion  your  hearts 

<  can  wifli,    for  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  re- 

*  ligion  ;  which  I  am  fully  refolved  to  maintain: 
'  againft  all  the  confpiracies  of  our  enemies,  and  to 

*  concur  with  you  in  any  new  remedies,  which  fhali 

*  bepropofed,  that  may  confift  with  the  preferving 

*  i\i^  Juccejfion  of  the  crown  in  its  due  and  legal  courfe 
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*  of  defcefit.     And  in  order  to  this,  I  do  recommend 

<  it  to  you,  to  purfue  the  farther  examination  of  tht 
^  plot,  with  a  ftridt  andan  impartial  enquiry.     I  do 

*  not  thiiik  myfelf  fafe,  nor  you  neither,  till  that 

*  matter  be  gone  through  with,  and  therefore  it  will 
«  be  necelTary  that  the  Lords  in  the  Tower  be 
«  brought  to  their  fpeedy  trial,  that  Juftice  may 
«  be  done.  ^^    1 

*  I  need  not  tell  ^you  what  danger  the'  city  of 
^  Tangier  is  in,  nor  of  what  importance  it  is  to  us 
«  to  preferve  it.     I  have,  with  a  mighty  charge  and 

*  expence,  fent  a  confiderable  relief  thither ;    but 

<  conftantly  to  maintain  fo  great  a  force  as  that  war 

<  will  require,  and  to  make  fuch  new  works  and 
t  fortifications,  without  which  the  place  will  not  be 

<  longtenable,  amounts  to  fo  vafta  fum,  that  without 

<  your  fupport,  it  will  be  impofTible  for  me  to  un- 
c  dergo  it :  Therefore  I  lay  the  matter  plainly  before 
^  you,  and  do  defire  your  advice  and  afTiftanee.   -^ 

«  But  that  which  I  value  above  all  the  treafure  in 
the  world,  and  which  I  am  fure  will  give  me 
greater  ftrength  and  reputation  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  than  any  treafure  can  do,  is,  A  prfe^ 
union  among  ourfelves.     Nothing  but  this  can  re- 

*  ftore  the  kingdom  to  that  ftrength  and  vigour 
«^  which  it  feems  to  have  loft,  and  raife  us  again  to 
•"-that  confideration  which  England  hath  ufually  had. 

■  '•  All  Europe  have  their  eyes  upon  this  aflembly, 
*•  and  think  their  own  happinefs  ormifery,  as  well 
'  as  ours,  will  depend  upon  it.  If  we  fhould  be  fo 
'  unhappy,  as  to  fall  into  fuch  a  mifunderftanding 
'  among ourfelves,  as  would  render  our  friendfliip 
^-  unfafe  to  truft  to,  it  will  not  be  to  be  wondered  at, 

*  if  our  neighbours  ftiould  begin  to  take  new  relblu- 
*-tions,  and  perhaps  fuch  as  maybe  fatal  to  us. 

^•-*  Let  us  therefore  take  care  that  we  do  not  gratify 
<''our  enemies,  and  difcourage  our  friends  by  any  un- 
^-reafonable  difputes.  If  any  fuch  do  happen,  the 
'-'world  will  fee  it  was  no  faultof  minei'fbr  I  have 
X  4  I  done 
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<  done  all  that  was  pofTible  for  me  to  do,  to  keep 

<  you  in  peace  while  1  live,  and  to  leave  you  fo 

<  when  I  die;  but  from  fo  great  prudenceand  good 
*  afFeClion  of  yours,  I  can  fearnothing  of  this  kind, 
fnbut  do  rely  upon  you  all,  that  you  will  ufe  your 
tficbeft  endeavours  to  bring  this  Parliament  to  a  good 
^^'\and  happy conclufion.'  :  :, 

After  this  fpeech,  the  Lord  Chancelior,  by  his 
Majefty's  command,  direded  the  Commons  to  re- 
turn to  their  houfe,  and  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
a  Speaker,  when  William  Williams,  Efq;  was  unani- 
moufly  eledted  ;  and  was  approved  the  next  day  by 
his  Majefty.  The  firft  thing  the  Commons  did, 
was  to  purge  their  houfe  of  feveral  obnoxious  mem- 
bers, particularly  of  fuch  as  had  been  abhorrers  of 
the  late  petitions  for  the  Parliament's  fitting.  At  the 
fame  time  they  ordered  a  very  ftrift  enquiry  to  be 
made  after  all  fuch  perfons  as  had  been  any  ways 
advifing  or  promoting  the  late  Proclamation,  inti- 
tled,  ^  Proclamation  againft  tumultuary  petitioning. 
But  that  which  took  up  mod  of  their  time,  and 
which  employed  their  greateft  zeal,  was  a  bill  brought 
infer  the  exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  17?r^ -,  from 
whence  it  has  had  ever  fince  the  name  of  the  exclu* 
4ion  Parliament. 

t.'  The  firft  debate  began  O^ioher  the  26th,  five  days 
after  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament,  which  the  Lord 
.Ruffel  opened  with  the  following  fpeech*  ,       ^  i-- 

LordRffJTci.  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  feeing  by  God's  providence, 
and  his  Majefty's  favour,  we  are  here  affembled,  to 
eonfult  and  advife  about  the  great  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  I  humbly  conceive  it  will  become  us  to 
begin  firfl  with  that  which  is  of  moft  confequence 
to  our  King  and  country,  and  to  take  into  confide- 
ration  how  to  fave  the  main,  before  we  fpend  any 
time  about  particulars.  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  life  of  our  King,  the  fafety  of  our  country  and 
osjim^i  proteftanc 
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proteftant  religion,  are  in  great  danger  from  pope- 
ry  1  and  that  either  this  Parliament  muft  fupprefe 
the  power  and  growth  of  popery,  or  elfe  that  popery 
will  foon  deftroy,  not  only  Parliaments,  but  all 
that  is  near  and  dear  to  us.  And  therefore  I  hum- 
bly move,  that  we  may  refolve  to  take  into  our 
confideration  in  the  firft  place,  bow  to  fupprefi  po- 
pery^  and  prevent  a  popijh  fuccejfor  •,  without  which 
all  our  endeavours  about  other  matters  will  not  fig- 
nify  any  thing,  and  therefore  this  juftly  challengeth 
the  precedency,  ;j  mm 

Mr.  Speaker y  Sir,  I  ftand  up  to  fecond  that  mo.  s\t  Harry 
tion,  and  to  give  fome  reafons,  with  your  permit  ^''M- 
fion,  why  I  agree  in  it,  not  doubting  but  other  per- 
fons  .will  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  if  they  have  the 
fame  fentiments,  of  what  influence  the  popilh  party 
have  had  in  the  management  of  moft  of  our  af- 
fairs, both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  many  years 
Jaftpaft:  And  how  that  party  hath  increafed,  and 
been  encouraged.  Sir,  I  remember  that  after  his 
Majefty's  happy  reftoration,  it  was  thought  conve- 
nient that  an  ad:  of  uniformity  fhould  pa fs,  as  the 
beft  law  that  could  be  invented,  to  fecure  the  church 
from  the  danger  of  popery  and  fanaticifm,  and  ac- 
cordingly it  did  pafs  in  the  year  1662 ;  but  in  the 
year  1663,  fome  that  then  managed  the  great  af- 
fairs of  ftate,  or  at  leaft  had  great  intereft  with  hit 
Majefty,  were  of  another  opinion:  For  they  had 
prevailed  with  him  to  grant  a  toleration  and  indul- 
gence, and  to  make  a  declaration  to  that  purpofe. 
The  Parliament  affembling  foon  after,  thought  it 
very  ftrange,  that  in  one  year  an  aol  of  uniform 
viity  (hould  be  the  beft  way  to  prefer ve  the  church, 
and  that  in  the  next  year,  a  toleration  and  indul- 
gence ;  therefore  after  a  ferious  debate  about  it,  in 
February  1663,  they  made  an  addrefs  to  his  Maje- 
fty, humbly  reprefenting  how  it  would  refled  upon 
tbewifdom  of  that  Parliament,  to  have  fuch  an  al- 
:'"':j/^iviq  teration 
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teradon  made  fo  foon  -,  and  that  fuch  proceedings^ 
for  ought  they  eould  forefee,  would  end  in  popery. 
Upon  which  his   Majefty,  [out  of  his  great  goocJ- 
nefs,  {topped  the  iffuing  out  ofthefaid  toleration', 
hearkening  rather  to  the.  advice  of  his  Parliament, 
than  to  any  private  counfellors.     Sir,  I  cannot  m^ 
form  you  who  it  was  that  gave  that  advice  to  his 
Majefty,  nor  certainly  affirm  they  were  popiftily  af- 
feded  ;  but  if  I  may  take  the  liberty  to  judge  of  a 
tree  by    its  fruit,  1  have  fome  reafon   to  think  fo ; 
becaufe  I  find  by  Coleman's  letters,  and  other  difco- 
veries,  that  a  toleration  and  indulgence  fhould   be 
one  of  the  great  engines  they  intended  to  ufe  for 
the  eftablifhing  of  popery  in  this  nation.     But  the 
projedl  thus  failing  at  this  time,  they  were  forced  to 
wait  with  patience  until  they  could  have  another 
opportunity  ;  employing  in  the  mean  time  their  dia- 
bolical counfels,  in  weakening  the  proteftant  intereft, 
fin  order  to  a  g€n<:ral  deftrudtion  of  it)  by  engag- 
ing us  in  a  war  with  Holland,     In  which  the  Fremh 
aded  the  fame  part  in  the  behalf  of  the  Duki^ 
as  they  did  afterwards  in  our  behalf  againft  them, 
1672,  very  fairly  looking  on  both  times,  while  we 
poor  proteilants  with  great  fury  deftroyed  one  the 
ot^ier.     But  this  was  not  fo  ftrange,  nor  fo  plain,  as 
the  dividing   of  our  fleet  under  the  command  of 
Vnnct  Rupert  and  General  7kf(?;2/^,  and  the  dcfign 
of  deftroying   them    as  well  as  their  fhips,  and  the 
reft:  of  our  navy  royal  ^i  Chatham.     And  as  they 
thus  aded  their  part  at  fea,  fo  they  did  not  forget 
todotheirbeft  aftiore ;  \n  April   1666,  fome  per- 
fons   that   were   then  hanged,  fairly  confefied  they 
had  been  treated  with,  and  had  treated  with  others,  to  ' 
burn  the  city  oi Lo?idon  in  Sspte?nher  following,  of 
which  confelfion  we  then  took  as  litde  notice,  as  we 
have  of  other  difcoveries  againft:  papifts  fmce  *,  how- 
ever, accordingly   in  September^    thirteen  thoufand 
houfes  of  the  city  of  London  were  burnt.     And- 
thole  that  were  taken  in  carrying  on  that  work,  ge- 
0(13  neroufly 
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neroufly  difcharged  without  any  trial ;    and  one 
p^pift,  that  confefs'd  that  himfelf  and  others  did  fet 
the  city  on|fire,  was  in  great  hafte  hanged,  and  fo 
the  bufinefs  was  hufhed  up,  as  completely  as  the 
3atc  great  plot  is  like  to  be  now,  branding  Hubert^ 
that  then  made  that  confefiion,  with  madnefs  ;  as 
now  thefe  laft  witneffes  with  perjury,  fodomy,  and 
what  not.     However,  thefe  bufinefles  were  not  fo 
carried,  but  his  Majefty  difcerned  fome  of  the  in- 
trigues of  them,  which  made  him  alter  his  councils, 
and,  contrary  to  the  endeavours  of  that  party,  enter 
into  new  alliances,    by  making  up  that  excellent 
league,  ufually  called  the  triple  league.      Which 
put  a  ftop  to  thefe  mens   defigns  as  to  affairs  a- 
broad,  but  not  to  their  defigns  here  at  home.     For 
having  obtained  the  Oxford  ad,  and   fome  others 
againft   the  diffenters,  great  endeavours  were  ufed 
to  have  them  executed  feverely,  in  expeflation  that 
the  diffenters  would  foon  be  made  weary  of  living 
quiedy  under  them,  and  in  the  end  be  glad  of  a 
toleration  ;  but  the  diffenters  deceived  them,  and 
fubmitted   to   the  laws,  infomuch  that  in  1 670  to 
1671,  there  was  hardly  a  conventicle  to  be  heard  of 
in  England.     And  might  never  have   been  more, 
if  that  party  had  not  been  afraid  of  a  great  difap- 
pointment  thereby  •,  wherefore  to  revive  our  divi-r> 
fions,  and  to  bring  in  fas  they  hoped)  their  own  re-: 
ligion,  they  imployed  all  their  force  again  to  get  a 
toleration.     I  fay  they  did   it ;  becaufe  it  cannot  be 
imagined  it  could  be  from  any  proteftant  interefl, 
both  church-men  and  diffenters  publickly  declar- 
ing their  deteflation  of  it.     And   in    1672   it  was 
obtained,  printed,  and  publifhed.     After  we  had, 
in  order  to  the  carrying   it  on,  broke  that  never  to 
be  forgotten  triple  league,  facrificed  our  honour  to 
the  French,  not  only  by  making  a  flrong  alliance 
with  them,  but  by  feizingthe  Dutch  Sfnyrna  fleet, 
and  then  afterwards   proclaiming   war  with  them. 
Wliich  war  continued  in  order  to  ruin  us  both  •,  for 
yOuoisr!  the 
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:|he  French  proved  but  lookers  oa  at  Tea,  (sl^  they 
.had  done  when  engaged  with  the  D/^/rZ?  in  1665,) 
though  great  conquerors  at  land,  efpecially  of  the 
proteftants  in  Germany  and  Holland,  And  as  this 
toleration  was  accontipanied  with  thefe  great  altera- 
tions in  affairs  abroad,  fo  it  was  backed,  i.  With 
a  great  minifter  of  State  at  the  helm  at  home, 
who  was  fo  confident  of  the  refixing  popery  here, 
that  he  could  not  forbear  to  declare  himfelf  to  be 
of  that  religion,  I  mean  my  Lord  Treafurer  Clif- 
ford ;  as  alfo,  2.  "With  a  great  army  at  Black- Heath, 
ready  upon  all  occafions ;  and,  3,  With  the  greateft 
violation  on  the  property  of  the  fubjefl,  that  ever 
happened  in  this  nation,  the  feizing  of  one  mil- 
lion and  an  half,  or  thereabout,  in  the  exchequer. 
All  which  indeed  made  our  condition  defperate, 
and,  as  many  thought,  paft  retrieve.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  here  again  the '  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of 
his  Majefty  faved  us,  refufing  to  follow  fuch  per- 
nicious  counfels  •,  upon  which  Clifford  not  only  loft 
his  place,  but  his  life  too,  breaking  his  heart  (as  is 
by  mod  believedj  to  fee  himfelf  To  difappointed  in 
this  great  defign.  And  here,  as  we  can  never  too 
much  deteft  my  Lord  Clifford,  and  fuch  others, 
who  contrived  our  ruin  *,  fo  we  can  never  fuffici- 
emly  admire  his  iVIajefty's  royal  care,  in  working 
out  our  fecurity,  by  refufing  to  follow  any  ad- 
. vice  that  tended  to  thofe  ends.  And  therefore,  to 
the  great  difappointment  of  that  party,  at  the 
requefl  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  at  their  next 
meeting,  he  recalled  the  Hi  id  toleration,  dilband- 
^d  the  army,  and  in  convenient  time  made  a 
peace  v^ith  Holland.  But  though  this  party  were 
thus  defeated  of  their  defign,  yet  not  fo  difcouraged 
as  to  give  it  over.  They  changed  their  meafures, 
but  not  their  principles  •,  and  although  they  defifted 
from  farther  aiming  at  a  toleration,  yet  they  no  ways 
neglcifled  purfuing a  reformation  ;  but  in  orderthere- 
to,  prolccuted  agcorrefpondence  formerly  be  gun- for 

.  that 
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that  purpofe  with  the  French  King,  and  by  promrfing 
jiim  confiderable  fupplies,  to  carry  on  the  war  he 
was  then  engaged  in,  fecured  themfelves,  as  they 
thought,  of  his  afTiftance  for  fettling  of  popery  here. 
Accordingly,  it  is  not  unknown,  what  a  party  of 
men,  and  what  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  other 
neceffaries  for  war,  were  fent  to  the  French  King, 
during  the  war  he  was  then  engaged  in  ;  and  how  it 
was  done  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  Parliament, 
and  the  folicitations  of  mod  of  the  Princes  in  Europe^ 
and  true  intereft  of  England^  to  the  aftonifhment  of 
all  good  men  ;  efpecialiy  becaufe  it  was  contrary  to 
his  Majefty's  own  proclamation,  and  when  the 
French  had  declared  they  made  that  war  for  reli- 
gion, endeavouring  to  force  the  Dutch  to  allow  of 
popilh  churches.  However,  fuch  was  the  ftrength 
of  this  party,  that  this  affiftance  was  continued  until 
the  French  King  was  willing  to  make  a  peace,  and 
then  who  more  inftrumental  than  our  Minifters  to  ef- 
fect it  ?  feveral  ambafTadors,  and  plenipotentiaries 
too,  being  fent  as  well  to  the  court  of  Spain^  as  Ger- 
many  and  Holland^  for  that  purpofe.  And  at  laft, 
the  D^/^i?  being  weary,  and  confumed  with  the  war, 
they  were  perfuaded  to  be  willing  of  a  peace,  and 
accordingly,  the  loth  o^  January  1677,  entred  into 
a  treaty  with  us  for  a  general  peace,  to  be  accom- 
plilhed  by  fuch  ways  and  means  as  are  therein  pre- 
icribed^  Which  league  was  kept  private  for  fome 
time,  and  inftead  of  any  difcovery  thereof,  about 
the  end  of  February  following,  (the  Parliament  be- 
ing then  foon  after  to  alTemble)  a  great  noife  was 
made  of  entring  into  a  war  with  France,  it  being 
concluded,  that  nothing  like  that  would  incline  the 
Parliament  to  give  money,  nor  the  people  freely  to 
part  with  it,  becaufe  it  was  the  only  way  to  extin- 
guilh  thofe  fears  they  lay  under  by  reafon  of  the 
growing  greatnefs  of  France,  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Parliament,  the  projed  was  fet  on  foot  with  all  the 
art  and  induftry  imaginable  5  and  fo  far  were  the 
-- -^  major 
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major  part  of  the  members  perfuaded  of  the  reality 
thereof,  that  they  were  inclinable  to  give  a  great 
fum  of  money  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  -,  but 
while  they  were  in  confultation  about  it,  the  leagiie 
formerly  mentioned,  agreed  at  the  Hague ^  was  un- 
luckily made  (in  fome  m.eafure)  public,  and  occa- 
lioneda  great  jealoufy  of  the  reality  of  the  pretended 
war.  And  the  greater,  becaufe  upon  an  inquiry, 
they  could  not  find  there  were  any  alliances  made  to 
that  purpofe.  And  yet  notwithftanding  this,  and 
the  great  endeavours  of  fome  worthy  members  of 
that  Parliament,  (now  of  this ,)  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men  were  raifed,  and  a  tax  of  above 
1,200,000  pounds  was  given.  And  then,  inftead 
of  a  war,  a  general  peace,  according  to  that  treaty 
agreed  with  Holland^  was  prefently  made.  By 
which  that  party  thought  they  had  fecured,  not  only 
the  power  of  France^  but  the  men  and  money  here 
raifed  at  home,  to  be  made  ferviceable  for  their 
ends  ',  there  wanting  nothing  but  a  popifh  King  to 
perfedl  all  thefe  defigns.  For  which  we  have  great 
reafon  to  believe  they  had  made  all  neceffary  prepa-* 
ration,  as  well  by  employing  men  and  money,  to 
find  out  wicked  inftruments  to  take  away  the  King's 
life,  as  by  providing  one  Claypool  to  be  a  facrifice, 
to  make  an  atonement  for  the  adt,  and  to  caft  the 
wickednefs  thereof  on  the  fanatics.  To  which 
purpofe  tiie  faid  Claypool  was  really  imprifoned  fome 
time  before  in  the  tower,  upon  the  evidence  of  two 
witnelTes,  that  he  (hould  fay,  that  he  and  two  hun- 
dred more  had  engaged  to  kill  the  King,  the  next 
time  he  went  to  New-Market,  For  which,  in  all 
probability,  he  had  as  really  been  hanged,  if  the 
breaking  out  of  the  plot  had  not  prevented  their  de* 
figns.  Then  was  Claypool^  the  next  term  after,  pub- 
lickly  cleared  at  the  King's-bench-bar,  the  witnefies 
appearing  no  more  againft  him.  Thus  were  we 
again  reduced  to  a  miferable  condition  ;  but  it  pleafed 
God,   by  the  difcovery  of  the  plot  by  Dr.  Oates, 

once 
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qacQ  more  to  fave  us  ;  whofe  evidence  (he  being  but 
^'One  witnefs)  they  thought  at  firft  to  have  out-braved, 
^but  Ibme  of  them  being  fo  infatuated  as  to  kill 
Juftice  Godfrey^  and  Coleman  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
leave  ibme  of  his  important  papers  in  his  houfe,  not- 
.withftanding  the  time  he  had  to  convey  them  away, 
•it  wrought  fo  great  a  fermentation  in  the  pegple,  as 
that  there  was  no  remedy,  but  that  the  farther  pur- 
f  uit  of  the  plot  mud  be  again  laid  afide,  and  a  fair 
iface  put  upon  things.  And  fo  accordingly  there 
was  for  a  few  months ;  but  how,  after  WakemaTC^ 
trial,  things  turned  again,  what  endeavours  have 
been  fmce  ufed  to  ridicule  the  plot,  to  difparage  the 
old  witneffes,  to  difcourage  new  ones,  to  fet  up 
prefbyterian  plots,  and  to  increafe  our  divifions,  I 
fuppofe  muft  be  frefh  in  every  man's  memory  here, 
and  therefore  J  ihall  nojc  o^  to  trouble  you 
therewith.      c.n%  n$rn  r^'ii  -m^  .:^^:^\:  M  ^Hj 

But,  Sir,  I  cannot  conclude,  without  begging 
your  patience,  while  I  obferve  how  things  have  been 
carried  on  in  Scotland  and  Ireland^  anfwerable  to 
what  was  done  here.  j. 

In  Ireland^  the  papifts  are  at  lead  five  to  one  in 
number  to  the  proteltants,  and  may  probably  derive 
from  their  cradle  an  inclination  to  maflacre  them 
again  \  at  leaft  the  proteftants  have  no  fecurity,  but 
by  having  the  militia  arms,  and  the  command  of 
towns  and  forts  in  their  hands.  But  about  the  fame 
time,  or  a  litde  before  that  the  toleration  came  out 
here  in  1672,  an  or-der  went  from  hence,  which, 
after  a  long  preamble  of  the  loyalty  and  affedion  of 
the  papifts  to  his  Majefty,  required  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  council  to  difpenfe  with  the  papifts  wear- 
ing of  arms,  and  living  in  corporations,  and  a  great 
many  other  things  in  their  favour  •,  of  which  they 
have  made  fuch  ufe,  as  that  the  plot  there  was  in  as 
good  readinefs  as  that  here ;  but  how  carried  on, 
and  how  endeavours  were  there  alfo  ufed  to  ftifie  iCy' 
3  ;o-^u^  .irtii  iw.^iwvoiiii^  *>ii3  j(i^    will 
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will  appear,  wheS  your  leifure  may  permit  you  to 
examine  thofe  witnefles. 

In  Scotland,  the  government  is  quite  altered,  the 
ufe  of  Parliaments  in  a  manner  abolifhed,  and  the 
power  of  that  government  lodged  in  a  commifTioner 
and  council,  a  (landing  army  of  twenty  two  thou- 
fand  men  fettled,  all  endeavours  ufed  to  divide  the 
proteftant  intereft,  and  to  encourage  the  papifts. 
■By  which  we  may  conclude,  that  the  fame  intereft 
hath  had  a  great  hand  in  the  management  of  affairs 
there  alfo. 

And,  Sir,  may  we  not  as  well  believe,  that  the 
world  was  at  firft  made  of  Atoms ^  or  by  chance, 
without  the  help  of  an  omnipotent  hand,  as  that 
thefe  affairs  in  this  our  licde  world  have  been  thus 
carried  on,  fo  many  years  together,  fo  contrary  to 
our  true  intereft,  without  fome  great  original  caufe, 
by  which  the  popifti  intereft  hath  fo  far  got  the  af- 
cendant  of  the  proteftant  intereft,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  all  his  Majefty's  endeavours,  things  have  been 
ftrangely  over-ruled  in  favour  of  that  party  ;  how 
and  which  way.  His  Majefty's  declaration  made  in 
April  1679,  is  to  me  a  great  manifeftation. 

Sir,  I  hope  the  weight  of  the  matter  I  havcdif- 
courfed  on,  will  plead  my  pardon  with  the  houfe 
for  having  troubled  you  fo  long  :  I  fubmit  what  I 
have  faid  to  your  judgment,  humbly  defiring  a  fa- 
vourable conftrudtion  •,  and  although  I  have  faid 
fome  things  that  are  very  ftrange,  and  other  things 
grounded  only  on  conjectures,  yet  I  believe  that  no 
man  will  have  juft  reafon  to  doubt  the  probability  of 
the  truth,  if  they  will  but  confider,  what  a  potent 
friend  the  papifts  have  had  oi  James  Duke  of  Tor ky  a 
and  how  emholdned  by  the  hopes  of  having  him  for 
King.  And  as  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  they 
have  had  his  affiftance,  fo  they  have  had  the  French 
Embaffador's  too,  who,  by  his  frequency  at  the  pa- 
lace, had  l^Hmed  rather  one^f  the  family  and  King*s 
boujholdy  than  a  foreign  EmbafTador  j  and  by  his 

cgrefs 
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egrefs  and  regrefs  to  and  from  his  Majefty,  rather  a. 
'prime  minijlerofftate  of  this  kingdotn^  than  a  coun^-. 
fel lor  to  another  prince.  And  the  truth  of  all  hath 
been  fo  confirmea  by  Coleman'^  letter^^  making  the 
Duke's  intereft,  xhz  French  interelt,  and  thepapills 
intereft,  fo'Tnuch  one,  and  by  the  many  wknefles 
that  have  come  in  about  the  plot,  that  I  think  we 
may  rather  be  at  a  lofs  for  our  remedy,  than  in 
doubt  of  our  difeafe.  And  therefore,  though  I 
know  the  difficulties  I  may  bring  myfelf  under,  by 
having  thus  laid  open  fome  men's  defigns  ;  yet  feeing 
myKingandcountry  have  called  me  to  this  fervice, 
I  am  refolved,  that  as  my  father  loit  his  life  for 
King  Charles  I.  fo  I  will  not  be  afraid  to  adveniure 
mine  for  King  Charlesll.  and  that  mv^kes  me  expoie 
my  felf  in  his  fervice  in  this  place. 

Sir,  I  think  (feeing  things  are  thus)  without  ne- 
gleding  our  duty  to  our  King  and  country,  nay  to 
our  God  too,  we  cannot  defer  endeavouring  the  fe« 
curing  of  the  King's  perfon,  and  proreftant  religion,,^ 
by  all   lawful  means   whatfoever  •,  and  therefore  I^ 
fecond  the  motion  that  was  made,  that  we  may,  ia^ 
the  firft  place,  take  into  our  confideration,  how  to 
fupprefs  popery,  and  prevent  a  popifh  fuccelTor ; 
that  fo  we  may  never  return  again  to  fuperftition,,  i 
idolatry,  and  flavery,  but  may  always  preferve  thaCj 
pure   religion,  to  the  religion  of  this  nation,  for^l 
which  fo  many   of  our  fore-fithers  have  fuliered-^ 
martyrdom,  I  mean  the  proteilant  religion,  as  loi^^t 
as  the  fun  and  moon  endures.  ,/,.(>  r* . 

'Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  the  popifh  party  have  not  only  ^  ^f''""^ 
had  a  great  influence  on  the  management  of  our  af- 
fairs, both  foreign  and  domeilic,  while  they  could 
do  it  undera  difguife,  but  notwithftanding  the  dif-, 
covery  of  their  whole  plot,  have  ever  fince  gone  oa, 
trtumphant,  as  if  they  were  not  afraid  of  any  op- 
pofition  that  can  be  made  againft  them.  Although 
the  moft  part  of  Dodor  Oales's  difcovery  was  no 
news  to  molt  men  5  and  the  great  correfpondence 
Vol.  I,  y  which 
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which  Coleman  had  held  with  foreign  parts,  had 
been  generally  obferved  for  fome  years  ;  yet  what 
difficulties  were  there  raifed  againft  believing  of 
0^/fj's  tcllimony,  and  againft  apprehending  of  Cole- 
»i^;2's  perfbn,  and  feizing  of  his  papers  ;  by  which 
he  had  opporiunicy  to  carry  away  the  moft  part,  and 
by  that  means  prevented  a  great  deal  of  evidence, 
which  we  fhould  otherways  have  had  againft  that 
party  •,  though  by  chance  he  left  enough  to  hang 
hiinlelf  And  as  their  power,  or  the  refpedt 
which  was  born  them,  appeared  in  this  •,  fo  their 
great  confidence  in  the  never  to  be  forgotten  death 
of  Sir  Edmund-bury  Godfrey^  which  doubtlefs  they 
accomplifhed,  (as  to  conceal  evidence,  fo  to  intimi- 
date Juftices  and  others  from  doing  their  duty,)  with 
great  afturance,  that  thofe  who  did  it  ftiould  never 
have  been  brought  to  juftice.  And  I  muft  confefs, 
we  took  a  ftrange  unheard  of  way,  either  to  do  that 
or  prevent  the  going  on  of  the  plot :  For  in  O^cher 
after  the  plot  broke  out,  no  lefs  than  fifty  feven 
commiffions  were  difcovered  for  raifing  of  foldiers, 
granted  to  feveral  popiQi  recufants,  with  warrants 
to  mufter  without  taking  the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy^  or  Teft-,  counter  figned  by  the  then  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate.  Of  which  the  Parliament  taking 
notice,  they  were  foon  after  diffolved,  in  the  midft 
ofthe  examination  of  the  plot.  And  the  next  that 
was  called,  though  compofed  of  true  Englijh  gentle- 
men, as  foon  as  they  fell  fevere  upon  popery,  had 
no  better  fuccefs  -,  certainly,  Sir,  not  by  the  preva- 
lency  or  advice  of  any  true  Englijh  proteftants  •,  and 
who  then  may  be  prefumed  to  have  given  fuch  ad- 
vice, 1  leave  to  your  judgment.  Thefe  two  Parlia- 
ments being  thus  diflblved,  a  third  was  fummoned, 
but  w^as  not  permitted  to  fit,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
put  off  by  feveral  prorogations.  At  which  the  people 
being  difcontented,  their  fears  and  jealoufies  arifing 
from  the  papifts  increafing,  from  which  they  knew 
they  could  not  be  effectually  fecured  but  by  a  Par- 
liament^ 
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] lament ;  feveral  counties  and  cities  joined  in  peti- 
tioning his  Majefty  for  a  Parliament.  But  it  being 
forefeen  that  every  thing  that  tended  to  make  way 
for  the  meeting  of  Parliaments,  was  dangerous,  fuch 
was  the  influence  of  that  party,  as  that  they  obtain- 
ed a  proclamation,  penned  I  think  by  Coleman  him- 
fclf,  or  by  fome  body  that  had  no  more  Jove  for  the 
proteftant  religion  than  he,  forbidding  petitioning  as 
feditious  and  tumultuous.  And  that  nothing  fhould 
be  wanting  to  fhew  their  power,  at  length,  by  the 
endeavours  of  fome  great  men,  fbme  credulous  and 
ambitious  men  were  drawn  in  to  be  abhorrers. 
Good  God  !  Where  were  thefe  men's  fenfes,  that  in 
a  time  when  the  nation  was  in  fuch  imminent  danger, 
there  fhould  be  any  good  proreilant  thatfliould  abhor 
petitioning  for  a  Parliament  ?  Bat  I  hope  this  houfe 
will  have  a  time  to  fpeak  with  thofe  gentlemen,  and 
mark  them  with  the  brand  they  defer ve.  And  now 
that  it  was  found,  that  there  were  a  good  eafy  fort 
of  credulous  people  that  might  be  wrought  upon, 
it  was  thought  high  time  to  have  a  counterplot, 
that  might  fwallow  up  that  of  the  papifts,  and  re- 
ftore  them  to  their  former  credit.  How  far  this  was 
carried  on  by  good  men  and  bad,  I  am  loth  to 
particulari2X  ♦,  but  1  cannot  but  obferve,  that  Ban- 
gerfield  had  more  money  and  encouragement  given, 
while  he  was  carrying  on  of  that  plot,  than  I  could 
ever  hear  he  hath  had  fince  the  difcovery  of  it. 
But  though  it  be  not  ftrange,  that  the  papifts  (hould 
be  fo  wicked,  as  to  contrive  fuch  a  defign,  for  the 
cafting  of  the  plot  upon  theproteflants,  though  with 
the  lofs  of  fo  many  honeft  men's  lives,  as  v/as  in- 
tended -,  yet  it  is  ftrange  to  fee  how  wilHng  many 
■proteftants^  efpecially  oj  thofe  who  have  reafon  to  think 
themfelves  of  the  bcfljorty  were  to  believe  it.\  and  how 
little  pleafed  with  B a }7ger fields  for  the  great  fervice 
he  did  in  difcoveringthat  wicked  plot.  So  power- 
ful and  fo  lucky  are  the  popiih  party,  in  infufing 
of  animofitiesamongfl  us,  rending  to  divide  us  ard 

Y  2  fo 
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fo  willing  are  we  to  entertain  them  to  our  deftrudion. 
And  as  the  popiHi  party  have  been  very  induftrious 
in  the  contriving  of  reports  and  plots,  to  remove  the 
ill  reports  they  lie  under,  and  have  had  a  great  in- 
fluence in  managing  of  parliamentary  affairs  ;  fo  we 
may  prefume  they  have  of  late  had  in  the  difpenfing 
ofjuftice,  as  may  appear  by  confidering  what  hath 
been  done  by  our  judges  of  late. 

Ax.lVakeman's  trial,  thofe  perfons  who  at  former 
trials  had  been  treated  with  that  refpedt  that  is  due 
to  the  King's  evidence,  and  whofe  credit  and  repu- 
tation had  flood  clear  without  exception  in  all  other 
trials,  were  now  not  only  brow-beaten,  but  their 
evidence  prefented  to  the  jury  as  doubtful,  and  not 
to  be  depended  on  •,  and  fo  at  all  other  trials  of  pa- 
pifts  from  that  time  forward.     By  which  many  of 
the  greatefl  offenders  were  quitted  and  cleared  as  to 
the  plot,  and  thofe  that  were  brought  for  defaming 
the  King's  evidence,  and  fuborning  witneffes  in  or- 
der thereto,  very  kindly  treated,  and  difcharged 
with  eafy  fentences,   efpecially   if  papifts  ;  but  if 
proteft ants,  though  only  for  printing  or  vending  fome 
unlicenfed  book,  were  imprifoned  and  largely  fined. 
But  1  beg  leave  to  particularize  in  the  cafe  of  one 
Carr^  who  was  indidedfor  printing  a  weekly  intel- 
ligence,  called,  The  packet  of  advice  from  Rome,  or^ 
the  Hiftory  of  popery.  This  man  had  a  ftrange  knack 
of  writing  extraordinary  well  upon  that  fubjedl,  and 
the  paper  was  by  moft  perfons  thought  not  only  very 
ingenious,  but  alfo  very  ufeful  at  this  time,  for  the 
information  of  the  people,  becaufe  it  laid  open  very 
intelligibly  the  errors   and  cheats  of  that  church. 
However,  upon  an  information  given  to  the  court 
ofKing's-benchagainflthisC^rr,  this  rule  was  made. 

Ordinatum  eft^  quod  liher  intitulat^  The  weekly 
Packet,  ^c.  non  ulterius  imprimatur,  velpublice- 
tur,per  aliqiiam  perfonam  quamcunque.Per,  Cur, 

I  think 
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I  think  it  amounts  to  little  iefsthan  a  total  prohi- 
bition of  printing  any  thing  againft  popery. 

The  true  Englijh  proteftants  being  thus  prevented 
of  having  Parliaments  to  redrefs  their  grievances, 
and  to  fecure  them  againft  the  fears  of  popery,  as 
alfo  from  petitioning  for  Parliaments,  or  writing 
for  the  proteftant  religion,  they  had  recourfe  to  their 
old  way  ofprefenting  grievances  by  juries.   But  ad- 
vice being  given,  that  fome  great  papifts  wers  con- 
cerned in  the  prefentment,  particularly  the  Duke  of 
Tork^  the  jury  was  difmilTed   in  an  extrajudicial 
manner,  and  fo  no  remedy  in  the  world  allowed  for 
poor  proteftants.     What  an  unhappy  ftar  were  we 
born  under,  that  things  Ihould  be  thus  carried  againft 
us,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  government,  whilft 
we  have  a  wife  proteftant  King  over  us?  What  may 
not  be  expeded  under  a  popifh  King,  if  it  ftiould 
be  our  misfortune  to  have  any  ?   And  therefore,  I 
think.  Sir,  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  prevent  it,  by 
confultingin  the  firft  place  how  to  fupprefs  popery, 
and  prevent  a  popifti  fucceflbr,  which  is  my  humble 

*vrio  I0  •^H^  ^Ht  ni  '^ 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,'  you  have,  heard  what  an  in-J^'^JphMm' 
fluence  the  popifh  party  hath  had  in  the  manage- ''''^"^* 
ment  ofall  our  affairs  of  greateft  importance,  almoft 
ever  fince  his  Majefty's  happy  reftoration  ;  how  the 
making  of  peace,  or  war,  or  foreign  alliances, 
hath  been  over-ruled  by  that  party,  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  nation,  and  proteftant  religion  both 
at  home  and  abroad  :  Infomuch  as  it  may  be  juftly 
feared,  that  there  is  a  general  defign  to  root  out  that 
religion  from  the  face  of  the  earth  •,  which  may  not 
be  difficult  to  be  done,  if  by  eftabliftiing  popery 
here,  affiftance  to  the  proteftants  abroad  may  be  pre- 
vented, or  by  deftroying  the  proteftants  abroad 
(which  are  fo  many  bulwarks  to  us)  we  fhould  be 
left  to  refift  alone.  You  have  alfo  heard  how  that 
party  hath  influenced  the  refolutions  made  touching 
Y  3  Par. 
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Pailiaments  and  affairs  here  at  home.  The  truth  is. 
Sir,  that  intereft  is  crept  into  our  court,  and  hath  a 
great  power  in  our  councih  ;  it  is  crept  into  our 
courts  of  juftjce,  and  hath  a  great  command  in  our 
army,  our  navy,  our  forts,  and  our  caftles,  and  into 
all  places  upon  which  our  fecurity  depends.  And  it 
is  impoffible  it  fhould  be  otherwife,  as  long  as  we 
have  a  popifh  fucceiTor,  and  that  party  the  hopes  of 
a  popilh  King.  And  I  humbly  conceive  that  it  is 
very  obvious,  that  as  long  as  that  party  hath  fuch 
a  power,  not  only  our  religion,  but  the  life  of  his 
Majefty,  and  the  whole  government,  is  in  danger. 
And  therefore  I  think  we  cannot  better  comply 
with  our  duty  to  our  King  and  country,  than  in  re- 
lolving  to  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  extirpate 
popery,  and  prevent  a  popifh  fucceffor  ;  and  there- 
fore I  would  defire  you  would  be  pleafed  to  put  the 
queltion. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe^  that 
they  ought  in  the  firft  place  to  proceed  eff equally 
to  fupprefs  popery,  and  prevent  a  popi/h  fuccejfor^ 

The  zyih  of  Odioh^v,    1780. 

Hefiry-Boctk,     Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  yeflerday  you  made  a  refolve, 
^^9'  declaring  what    you  intended  to  do  in    reference 

to  popery  ;  by  which  you  may  conclude,  you  have 
made  many  enemies  at  court,  or  of  fuch  as  ufually 
frequent  it.  And  it  may  juftly  be  expeded,  that  they 
will  rather  ufe  their  endeavours  to  deftroy  you,  than 
permit  you  to  deftroy  them.  And  if  we  may  take 
our  meafures  from  the  power  they  have  difcovered, 
in  the  diffolution  ofthelaft  Parliaments,  and  many 
prorogations  of  this,  in  a  time  when  there  was  never 
more  need  of  the  fitting  of  Parliaments,  becaufe  of 
the  great  danger  that  did  arife  from  that  party,  we 
may  conclude,  it  may  be  pofTible  for  them  to  do 
the  like  again.  Therefore,  that  we  may  not  be  want- 
ing 
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ing  in  doing  what  we  can,  in  order  to  create  in  his 
Majefty  a  good  opinion  of  this  houfe  ;  let  us  make 
an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  aiTure  him  of 
our  loyalty,  and  readinefs  toftand  by  him  with  our 
lives  and  fortunes.  And  that  when  his  Majefty  ftiall 
be  pleafed  to  grant  us  fuch  bills,  as  are  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  religion, 
we  will  be  ready  to  fupply  him,  with  what  money  his 
occafions  may  require  for  the  fupport  of  his  go- 
vernment, and  the  proteftant  religion  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Sir,  I  do  not  move  this  without  fome  reafon :  I 
am  jealous  that  thofe  which  are  for  the  popifh  in- 
tereft,  do  endeavour  to  reprefent  this  Parliament  to 
his  Majefty  as  fanatical  and  feditious ;  that  we  will 
do  nothing  but  arraign  his  government,  wound  his 
minifters,  deftroy  his  brother,  and  endanger  his 
royal  perfon  -,  and  that  no  fupplies  can  be  expelled 
from  us.  Which  falfe  fuggeftions  of  that  wicked 
party,  we  may  do  well  to  prevent.  And  therefore, 
I  humbly  move  you,  that  a  Committee  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  fome  fuch  addrefs  upon  the  de- 
bate of  the  houfe. 

To  which  feveral  perfons  made  oppofition,  al- 
ledging  that  in  the  late  long  Parliament,  they 
had  often  been  drawn  in,  to  give  money  by 
fuch  addreftes  ;  and  that  in  that  Parliament  no 
fuch  addreflcs  were  ever  made,  but  it  ended  in 
money,  becaufe  the  word  of  a  houfe  of  Commons 
pledged  to  the  King,  is  always  to  be  under- 
ftood,  as  may  beft  preferve  the  reputation  of 
the  houfe,  which  ought  to  be  kept  inviolable. 

It  was  anfwered.  That  it  v/as  not  ftrange  that  it 
was  fo  in  the  long  Parliament,  being  com- 
pofed  of  fo  many  penfioners,  who  were  to  have 
a  ftiare  of  what  they  gave  \  but  the  cafe  being 
now  altered,  and  the  Parliament  compofed  of 
Y  4  perfons 
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perlbns  that  difdained  fuch  wicked  pra<5tices, 
and  the  houfe  being  mafters  of  their  own  votes, 
there  could  be  no  danger  of  making  fuch  an 
addrefs  in  that  houfe. 

T  'Refolved,  ^hat  an  addrefs  he  made  to  his  Majeflyi 

declaring  the  refolution  of  this  houfe^  to  preferve 


©■ 


,.^;2^  fupport  the  King's  perfon  and  government^ 
^^iJrr^'Gnd  the  proteftant  religion  at  home  and  abroad, 

Sxt  Gilbert       Mr.  Speaker,  1  crave  leave  to  mind  you  df  a 
Gcrrard,     ^^^^^  infringement  which  hath  been  made  of  the  li- 
berty of  the  fubjed,  (ince  the  laft  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment.    Sir,  many  good  proteftants  thinking  it  very 
Itrange,  that  two  Parliaments  fhould  be  diflblved, 
without  doing  any  thing  material  againft  popery, 
and  a  third  fo  often  prorogued   in  a  time  of  fuch 
imminent  danger^  and  forefeeing  the  ruin  fuch  delays 
might  bring  upon  them,    refolved  to  petition   his 
JMajefty  •,    and  accordingly  in  feveral  counties  and 
^corporations,  petitions,    humbly   praying  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  let  the  Parliament  ft,  were  drawn  up,  and 
iigned  by  many  thoufands  of  his  Majefly's  good 
fubjeds,  in  a  peaceable  and  quiet  way,  and  deliver- 
.  ed  to  his  Majefty  by  no  greater  number  of  Perfons 
'  than  is  allowed.    But  although  this  was  conformable 
p|o  law,  and  the  duty  of  good  fubjedts,  confidering 
^"  ^hat  diinger  his  Majefly's  perfon  and  the  proteftant 
^jeligion  was  in,  yet  it  was  traduced  to  his  Majefty 
^"^s  feditious  and  tumultuous,  and  forbidden  by  a  Pro- 
clamation, and  great  affronts  and  difcouragements 
given  to  fuch,  as  either  promoted  or    delivered 
the  faid  petitions ;  and  at  laft  feveral  perfons  in  ma- 
ny places  were  fet  up  to  declare  a,t  the  aflizes,  and 
J^'pther.publlck  places,  an  abhorrency  and  deteftation 
"  ,of  fuch  petitioning. 

Sir,  1  humbly  conceive  the  fubjec^s  o^  England 
have  an  undoubted  right,  to  petition  his  Majefty  for 
the  fitting  of  Parliaments,  and  redrefTing  of  grievan- 
ces 5  and  that  confideriog  the  circumftances  we  are 

under. 
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under,  we  have  no  reafon  to  lofe  it.  If  it  fliould 
be  our  unhappinefs  to  have  a  popifli  King,  may  he 
not  be  furrounded  with  popilh  CounfeJIors,  fo  as 
that  poor  proteftant  fubjeds  may  be  debarred  of  all 
other  ways  whatfoever  of  making  known  our  com- 
plaints to  him  •,  and  muft  we  lofe  this  too?  Sir,  I 
think  it  is  fo  neceflary,  and  material  a  privilege  to 
the  fubjed,  as  that  we  ought,  without  lofs  of  time, 
to  aflert  our  rights  to  it ;  and  therefore  I  humbly 
move  you  to  make  fome  vote  to  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  am  not  only  of  opinion  ^^?«^* 
with  that  worthy  member  that  fpoke  laft,  as  to  ""*'"'^'*"* 
making  a  vote  for  aflerting  the  right  of  the  fubjedb 
to  petition  their  prince,  but  alfo  for  challifing  of 
thofe  who  have  been  fo  wicked  and  abominable,  as 
to  traduce  it  and  abhor  it.  And  to  that  purpofe,  I 
think.  Sir,  it  will  be  convenient  that  we  find  out 
c^who  advifed  or  drew  that  Proclamation  againfl:  it, 
and  examine  how  a  petition  that  was  made  in  Berk- 
Jhire^  was  ordered  to  be  taken  off  the  file  at  a  quar- 
ter-feffions,  if  worthy  to  be  fo  called,  there  being 
but  four  jaftices  of  the  peace,  and  two  of  them  fuch 
obfcure  perfons  as  I  cannot  get  their  names.  And 
alfo  make  fome  infpedion  into  thofe  addrefles  that 
have  been  made  againft  petitioning,  and  by  whom 
contrived,  figned,  or  delivered.  But  this  muft  be  a 
work  of  time  \  for  the  prefent,  I  humbly  move 
you  to  pafs  one  vote  to  affert  the  right  of  the  fubjed: 
to  ,  petition  the  King,  another  of  cenfure  'on  thofe 
perfons  that  have  traduced  it,  and  to  appoint  a 
Committee  for  your  farther  proceeding  herein. 

Refolved,  nat  it  is,  and  ever  hath  heen^  the  un- 
doubted  right  of  the  fuhje5fs  ^/England  to  peti- 
tion the  King^  for  the  calling  and  fitting  of  Par^ 
liaments^  and  redreffmg  of  grievances, 

Refolvedj 
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Refolved,  ^hat  to  traduce  fucb  petitioning  as  a 

violation,  of  duty ^  and  to  reprefent  it  to  his  Ma- 

jefty  as  tumultuous  orfeditious,  is  to  betray  the  li^ 

)r,f!-'    berty  oj  the  fubje^i  and  contributes  to  the  defign 

-i^i     offubverting  the  antient  legal  conftitution  of  this 

kingdom^  and  introducing  arbitrary  power, 

Refolved,  'That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  en* 

jx,      ^^ire  after  all  fucb  per  fins,  that  have  offended 

againjt  the  right  of  the  fuhje5l, 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  am  very  glad  thefe  votes 
have  paft  fo  unanimoufly ;  for  popery  and  arbitrary 
government  can  never  be  ht  up  in  this  nation,  if 
we  could  be  fure  of  frequent  Parliaments.  And 
therefore  the  afierting  of  the  right  of  the  fubjed  in 
any  thing  which  tends  to  chat,  may  be  of  great  ufe 
to  this  nation.  But,  Sir,  feeing  you  have  taken 
this  bufinefs  into  your  confideration,  1  think  we  may 
do  well  to  go  a  little  farther  with  it,  even  at  this 
time.  I  am  informed  fome  members  of  the  houfe 
are  guilty  of  having  adled  contrjyry  to  thofe  votes  ; 
and  1  am  of  opinion,  that  as  they  were  not  willing 
that  we  fnould  fit  here  ;  fo  that  we  fhould  be  as 
willing  not  to  have  them  fit  amongfl:  us.  For  if  it 
were  a  great  crime  \n  others,  much  more  in  thofe  that 
"were  chofen  to  affert  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the^ 
people.  It  is  very  unlikely  that  men  of  fuch  prin- 
ciples (hould  make  good  Parliament  Men  ;  and  I 
think  it  will  very  well  confift  with  the  j-jftice  of  the 
houfe,  to  begin  with  a  reformation  amongft  our- 
selves ;  and  therefore  I  humbly  move  we  may  firft 
proceed  againft  fuch. 

Being  commanded  to  name  fuch  members,  he 
named  Sir  Francis  JVithinSy  who  not  being  in  the 
houfe,  was  ordered  to  attend  the  next  day.  Where, 
after  he  was  heard  in  his  place,  he  was  ordered  to 
withdraw,  and  cenfured  to  receive  the  fentence  of  the 
houfe  upon  his  knees^  and  to  be  expelled  the  houfe. 


A.i68o;        DEBATES.  331 

^e  feco7idof  Novemben 

SIR  Francis  Winnington  made  a  report  of  what 
was  found  in  the  Lords  journal  relating  to  the 
horrid  popifh  Plot. 

Mr.  Trehy  reports  what  by  order  of  the  fecret 
Committee  he  reported  to  the  laft  Parliament  relat- 
ing to  the  popilh  Plot. 

After  fome  Debates  thereupon, 

Refolved,  ^hat  the  Duke  of  York'j  being  apapifty 
and  the  hopes  of  his  coming  fuch  to  the  crown  ^  hath 
given  the  great  eft  countenance  and  incouragement^ 
to  the  prefent  deftgns  and  conf piracies  again  ft  the 
King  and  proteftant  religion,  ;^ 

Refolved,  ^at  in  defence  of  the  King* 5  perfon 
and  government^  and  proteftant  religion^  this 
houfe  doth  declare  that  they  will  ft  and  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  ;  and  that  if 
his  Majefty  fhould  come  to  any  violent  deaths 
which  God  forbid^  they  will  revenge  it  to  the  ut^ 
moft  on  thepapifls, 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  have  obferved  from  thcsrasTtftu 
reports  that  have  been  read,  and  all  the  evidence 
that  I  have  heard  about  the  popifli  Plot,  that  it  harh 
its  original,  as  you  have  voted,  from  James  Duke  of 
Tork  \  and  it  is  not  probable,  in  my  opinion,  that 
the  popifh  intereft  can  ever  decline,  as  long  as  there 
is  a  popifh  fuccelTor,  and  they  have  fuch  hopes  of 
his  coming  to  the  crown  -,  and  therefore  I  humbly 
move  you,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw 
tip  a  bill  to  difable  James  Tiuke  of  York  from  inhe- 
riting the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm. 

Mv,  Speaker,  Sir,  if  we  con fider  the  train  of  ill  Lord  k#/. 
confequences,  that  attend  the  having  of  a  popifh 

fucceflbr. 
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fucceflbr,  and  the  certain  miferies  that  muft  fall  on 
this  nation,  .if  ever  we  Ihould  have  a  popifli  King ; 
and  how  ImpofTible  the  one,  or  improbable  that  the 
other  can  be  prevented,  but  by  difinheriting,  the 
liuke  of  Tork :  I  think  that  as  we  cannot  difagree, 
a^  to  the  fadnefs  of  our  condition,  fo  it  will  be  hard 
to  find  out  any  other  way  to  fecure  us ;  and  there- 
fore I  fecond  the  motion  that  was  made  by  that 
worthy  member,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  hill  to  difmherit  James  Duke  of  York. 

^Mr.  Spedker.'^iXy  I  think  we  ihall  do  illto  be 
meal-mouthed,  when  our  throats  are  in  fuch  dan- 
ger ;    therefore  I  will  not  be  afraid  to  fpeak  out, 
when  fpeaking  plain  Englifh  is  necefiary  to  fave  our 
King  and  country.     Have  we.  not  heard,    and   is 
it  not  apparently  true,  that  peace  and  war,  foreign 
alliances,  meetings,  difTolutions,  and  prorogations 
of  Parliaments,  trials  at  Weft minjier- Hall,   refolu-  .- 
tions  in  council,  and  other  things  of  importance,  have 
been  influenced  by  a  popifh  party,  or  intereft?  And 
can  we,  Sir,  imagine  that  thefe  great  things  (hould  be 
done  by  a  lefs  man  than  James  Duke  of  Tork  /'Hath 
not  the  examination  of  the  plqt,  in  which  the  King's-, 
life  and  all  our  fafeties  is  fo  much  concerned,  been^^^^, 
kept  off  to  admiration,  and  the  witnefTes  difcourag-;  fj 
ed  even  to  defpair  ?  Have  not  counter-plots  been  letjo 
up,  and  carried  on  with  a  flrong  hand,  and  falfq.jj 
witnefTes  in  abundance,  to  deftroy   the  true  ones  ?^q 
From  what  caufe  can  fuch  flrange  unheard  of  effedtSj^j 
proceed,  but   from  the  power  and  influence  of  ag 
popifli  fucceflbr?  And  we  have  no  great  reafon  tQjjg 
admif^  at  it,  if  we  confider  how  ufual  it  is  for  poll- (3 
tician^*;  to  be  given    to   flattery,  and  to  be  led  by4Q 
ambition,  and  how  natural  it  is  for  courtiers  and 
great  mlnifl:ers  of  ftate   to  worihip   the  rifing  fun. 
And,   Sir,  is  it  not  eafy  to  fore  fee  what  great  mi- 
feries may  come  to  this  kingdom  by  fuch  kind  of 
managements?  Can  any  rpan  imaginea  that  as  long 

as 
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as  there  is  a  ppijh  fuccejjor^  there  will  jwt  he  a  ppijh 
inter  eft  ^  and  that  by  his  afTiftance    it   fhall  not  be 
ftrong  enough  to  contcft  with  the  proteftant  inte- 
reft  ?  Or  rather,  have  we  not  feen  it  for  many  years 
already  ?  and  how  can  it  be  otherways,  as  Jong  as 
no  office,  fmall  or  great,  is  difpofed  of  without  his 
approbation  \  no,  not  fo  much  as  •preferment  in  our~[ 
proteftant  church  ?     And  I  think,   nnlejs  you  can  de-r- 
ftroy  that  in  which  the  inter  eft  centers^  you  will  never" 
deftroy  the  intereft  itfelf.  ^^■ 

Sir,  I  have  no  ill  will  for  the  Duke's  perfon,  but 
rather  a  great  veneration,  as  he  is  defcended  from 
our  paft,  and  as  brother  to  our  prefent  King.     But 
I  think  it  ought  not  to  ftand  in  competicion  with 
my  duty  to  my  King  and  country,  which  can  ne-;^; 
ver  be  fafe  as  long  as  this  intereft  is  fb  predominate.^^ 
And  I  think  there  is  no  other  way  to  fupprefs  it, 
but  by  going  to  the  roots  firft :  and  therefore  I  agree?^'^ 
in  the  motion  that  hath  been  made,  for  appointing,^ 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  difmherit  Jamei^ 
Dukeof:?V^.>^'^^^^^  ■''^, 

Mr.  Speaker,    Sir,  I  agree  with   thofe  worthy  f^z/wwC^^ 
members,  that  have  fpoke  to  this  prefent  bufinefs, 
that  popery  hath  for  a  long  time  had  a  great  influ-,  r 
ence   in  the  management  of  our  affairs ;  and  that^^r 
the  proteftant  religion  and  government  of  the  natin^ 
on  is  much    in  danger  thereby.     But  1  hope  that',^"^ 
the  prudence  of  this  houfe  may  find  out  fome  ex-*^"^ 
pedient  to  fecure  the  nation,  more  likely   to  be'^ 
brought  to  perfedlion,    than   this  of  the  exclufiori' 
Bill.     We  all  know,  that  his  Majelty  in  his  fpeech'^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  and  formerly,  hath  dew'^^ 
dared,  that  he  will  confent  to  any  thing  you  fhal^^.^ 
offer   for  the  fecurity   of  the  proteftant   religion  :^^ 
provided  it  confift  with  preferving  the  fuccefllon  ia!^^  , 
the  due  legal  courfe  of  defcent.     As  his  Majefty  is'§ 
gracious  to  us,    fo   I  know  we  are  all  willing  to  X 
carry  ourfelves  with  all  refpcdts  and  duty  to  him  ;   * 
3  i^s 
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he  offers  you  to  confent  to  all  other  ways  you  can 
propofe,  but  feems  refolved  not  to  confent  to  this 
way  you  are  now  upon.  For  tr.y  part,  Sir,  I  am 
more  afraid  of  an  army  without  a  General,  than  of 
a  General  without  an  army  j  and  therefore  I  think, 
that  if,  inftead  of  ordering  a  committee  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  difinheriting  of  the  Duke,  you  bring  in  a 
bill  for  banilhing  all  the  papiftsout  of  this  nation,  and 
other  bills  for  the  having  of  frequent  Parliaments, 
and  to  fecure  good  judges  and  jultices,  that  fo  the 
Laws  you  have  already,  as  well  as  what  more  you 
may  make,  may  be  duly  executed,  it  may  do  as 
well,  and  be  more  likely  to  have  good  fuccefs. 
And  therefore  I  would  humbly  move  you,  that 
we  may  try  thefe  other  ways,  and  not  offer  to 
put  this  hardlhip  upon  his  Majefty,  feeing  he  hath 
declared  againft  this  bill,  left  by  difpleafing  his 
Majefty,  we  fliould  interrupt  all  other  affairs,  which 
at  this  time  may  be  very  unfortunate  to  this  nation, 
and  our  neighbours  too.  The  eyes  of  chriftendom 
are  upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  meeting,  and  the  peace, 
quietnefs,  and  honour  of  the  nation  much  depends 
thereon  •,  and  therefore,  if  the  going  on  with  this 
bill  ftiould  occafion  a  breach,  (which  for  feveral 
reafons  1  am  much  afraid  of)  it  may  prove  one  of 
the  greateft  misfortunes  that  could  befal  us.  Sir, 
moderation  in  all  things  will  always  become  this 
houfe,  but  efpeciiilly  in  a  bufinefs  of  fo  high  a  na- 
ture. The  Duke  hath  not  yet  been  either  heard 
or  found  guilty,  how  can  we  then  anfwer  the  pair- 
ing of  fo  fevere  a  fentence  ?  We  ought  to  be  very 
careful  in  a  bufinefs  of  this  nature,  that  we  do  no- 
thing but  what  we  may  be  able  to  anfwer  to  the 
whole  world.  And  therefore.  Sir,  I  think  that  fee- 
ing his  Majefty  hath  declared,  that  he  will  not  agree 
with  us  in  this  bill,  and  other  bills  may  be  as  effec- 
tual ;  I  would  humbly  move  you  to  think  of  fome 
other  way,  and  for  that  purpofe  to  appoint  a  day  to 
have  it  debated  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  that  s^r  mnry 
worthy  member  that  fpoke  Jaft,  and  yet  I  have  for-  ^*'^'^* 
merly  given  lonie  proof  that  I  have  been  for  mode- 
ration, and  God  vvilhng  fhall  always  be  for  it, 
when  it  may  do  good.  In  the  two  laft  Parliaments. 
I  did  fo  argue  for  moderation,  that  many  of  my 
friends  told  me,  that  I  had  deferted  the  true  intereft 
of  my  King  and  country  -,  but  as  the  loyalty  which 
I  pretend  to  derive  from  my  birth,  made  me  flight 
fuch  furmifes,  fo  it  fhall  always  preponderate  with 
me  in  all  my  adions.  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
is  a  cafe,  in  which  there  is  no  room  for  moderation, 
if  by  moderation  be  meant  the  making  of  any  other 
law  for  the  fecurity  of  our  religion.  Becaufe,  accord- 
ing to  the  beft  judgment  I  can  make,  upon  a  full  con- 
fideration  of  the  matter,  all  other  bills  that  can  be  de- 
fired  without  this  bill,  will  not  prove  effeclual;  but  will 
leave  its  in  that  unhappy  condition^  of  conte fling  with 
the  influence  of  a  popijh  fucceffor^  during  ibis  King^s 
lifey  andthepoiver  of  a  popijh  King  hereafter.  Of 
what  danger  this  may  be  to  his  Majefty's  perfon  at 
prefent,  and  the  proteflant  religion  for  the  future, 
I  leave  to  every  one  to  judge.  It  hath  been  faid,  that 
take  away  the  army,  and  you  need  not  fear  the 
General  ;  but  I  fay,  that  a  General  that  hath  the 
power  of  a  King,  will  never  want  an  army.  And 
our  condition  is  fo  bad,  that  I  am  afraid  we  fhall 
not  be  fafe,  without  being  free  of  the  General  and  ar- 
my too  ;  which  I  think,  Sir,  as  rhe  cafe  ftands,  we 
ought  in  prudence  to  do,  or  elfe  I  am  afraid  we 
fhall  give  but  a  bad  account  to  our  country,  of  hav- 
ing done  any  thing  to  the  purpofe  for  the  fecuring 
of  our  rehgion.  And  therefore  I  am  of  opinion 
you  are  under  a  neceffity  of  having  this  bill  brought 
in. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sr,  I  obferve  that  the  arguments  j>//^^7Vj^, 
that  have  been  offered  againft  the  bringing  in  of  this 

bill, 
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bill,  are  grounded  on  his  Majefty's  Speech,  and 
on  a  fuppofition  that  other  bills  may  be  as  fufficient 
for  our  fecurity,  and  more  facilly  obtained,  feeing 
his  Majefty  hath  fo  often  declared,  that  he  will  not 
confent  to  altering  the  fucceflion  from  its  legal 
courfe  of  defcent.  Sir,  the  King  calleth  his  Parlia- 
ment to  give  him  advice,  and  they  cannot  therein 
be  reftrained,  but  may  give  any  advice  which  they 
think  may  be  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  his  per- 
fon  and  government.  And  it  hath  oftentimes  hap- 
pened, that  Parliaments  before  now  have  many 
times  offered  fuch  advice  to  the  Kings  of  this  na- 
tion, as  have  not  been  grateful  to  them  at  firft,  and 
yet,  after  mature  deliberation,  hath  been  well  re- 
ceived, and  found  abfolutely  neceffary .  When 
Clifford^  or  who  elfe  it  was,  had  perfuaded  his  Ma- 
jefty to  grant  a  toleration  in  1672,  and  to  tell  the 
Parliament  in  his  fpeech  then  made  to  them,  that 
he  would  ftand  by  ir,  and  make  it  good ;  yet  that 
houfe  of  commons  finding  it  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence,  and  humbly  offering  fuch  their  advice  to 
his  Majefty,  he  was  pleafed,  notwithftanding  the 
faid  fpeech,  to  cancel  the  faid  toleration.  And  if 
he  had  not,  as  we  are  in  a  bad  cafe  now,  fo  we 
might  have  been  in  a  worfe  then.  For  ought  I 
know,  if  that  houfe  of  commons  had  been  fo  great 
courtiers,  as  not  to  have  concerned  themfelves  in 
that  toleration,  becaufe  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  the 
nation  might  have  been  ruined  by  papifts  before  this. 
And  I  think  we  are  now  under  as  great  danger, 
and  I  hope  we  Ihall  not  be  lefs  couragious,  nor  true 
hearted.  If  a  man  were  fickof  a  plurify,  and  no- 
thing could  fave  his  life  but  bleeding,  would  it  not 
be  ftrange  if  his  phyfician,  after  having  pretend- 
ed that  he  is  hearty  for  his  cure,  ihould  allow  him 
all  other  remedies  but  bleeding  ?  Nothing  like  this 
can  be  prefumed  of  his  Majefty,  of  whole  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  we  have  had  fo  great  experience. 
And  as  to  the  fecond  branch  of  the  fuppofition,  that 

other 
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other  laws  may  feclire  us  as  welf,  I  have  not  heard 
any. arguments  offered  to  make  it  good,  and  I  muft 
cofifefs  I  cannot  apprehend  there  can  be  any.  I  aai 
fure  the  experience  of  former  times  fhews  us  the  con- 
trary. It  is  plain  from  them,  that  popijh  jjrinces 
have  not  thought  themfelves  bou7id  by  any  lawsagainft 
the  inter  eft  of  that  churchy  and  our  fore-fathers  have 
found  to  their  forrozv^  that  the  ftrength  of  our  laws 
were  not  fujfcient  to  defend  them  againft  popi[htyran* 
mes.  For  no  prince  of  that  religion  ever  yet  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  keep  faith  with  heretics.  After 
Queen  Mary  had  ferioufly  pledged  her  royal  word 
to  the  Suffolk  men,  to  allow  them  their  religion,  by 
which  they  became  the  greateft  inftruments  of  p^r^ 
ting  the  crown  on  her  head  j  did  flie  not  in  return 
ipMi  the  crown  of  martyrdom  on  theirs?  All  other 
laws  that  you  can  propofe  in  this  cafe,  muft  be 
grounded  on  fome  truft  or  fidelity  that  muft  be  re- 
pofed  in  that  party,  for  which  no  argument  can  be 
given,  but  that  they  never  kept  any  faith  with  here* 
tics, .  and  therefore  that  we  may  do  well  to  try  what 
they  will  do.  This  I  might  prove  by  a  fad  melan- 
choly account  of  the  mafTacres  at  Piedmont ,  Paris^ 
and  Ireland  *,  but  I  fuppofe  the  hiftory  of  them  is 
well  known  to  every  one  here,  and  therefore  I  will 
not  trouble  you  therewith, 

Weareadvifed  to  be  moderate,  and  I  think  we 
ought  to  be  fo  ;  but  I  do  not  take  moderation  to 
be  a  prudent  virtue  in  all  cafes  that  may  happen. 
If  I  were  fighting  to  fave  my  life,  and  the  lives  of 
my  wife  and  children,  (hould  I  do  it  moderately  ? 
If  I  were  riding  on  a  road  to  fave  my  throat  from 
thieves,  and  I  ftiould  be  advifed  to  ride  moderately, 
left -I  fpoiled  my  horfe,  would  not  fuch  advice 
feUtn  ftrange  at  fuch  a  time  ?  And  fo  certainly 
would  it  be,  if  1  were  in  a  fliip,  (which  may  well  • 
be  compared  to%  common- wealth,)  and  it  wefe 
finking,  woul#not  the  advice  to  pump  moderately, 
for  fear  of  a  fever,  feem  ftrange  ?    But,  Sir,  I  ad- 

Vol.  I,  Z  mire. 
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mire,  feeing  moderation  is  fo  much  talked   of  of. 

Jate,  and  fo  much  recommended,  Why  there  cannot 

he  other  ohje5fs  found  out,  on  whom  to  place  it^  as 

well  as  on  the  paptfls,     1  know  7iot  why  it  Jhould  not 

he  as  agreeable  to  chriftian  charity^  and  more  for  the 

frotefiant  intereft  at  this  time,  hecaufe  it  may  tend  to 

union,   to  place  it  on  the  proteftant  diffenters,  Jeeing 

we  agree  with  moft  of  them  in  points  of  faiths  and  only 

differ  about  a  few  cere?nonies.     The  moderated  and 

meekcft   man  that  ever  was,  feeing   an  Egyptian 

ftruggling  with  an  Ifraelite,  he  flew  the  Egyptian  ; 

but  at  another  time  feeing  an  7/r^W/V^  ftruggling  with 

an  Ifraelite,  it  is  recorded   in  holy  writ,  he  parted 

them,  faying  they  were  brethren.    Of  late  many  are 

at  work  to  perfuade  us,    that  the  Church  hath  no 

weapons  hut  prayers  and  tears  \  this  is  a  notion  come 

up  amongfl  usfince  the  breaking  out  of  the  plot,  and  as 

far  as  I  can  ohferve,  is  only  to  hold  good  againft  popery^ 

for  againft  proteftant  diffenters  we  have  always  had, 

and  can  ftill  find,  other  weapons.  Sir,  I  will  noc 

trouble  you  farther,  but  conclude  with  my  motion 

for  bringing  in  of  the  bill. 

H,  made  a  fpeech  refleding  on  the  Duke  and 
Lord  Clarendon,  for  making  up  the  match  for 
the  King,  as  if  they  did  itbecaufe  they  forefaw 
that  the  Queen  would  have  no  children,  and 
particularly  on  the  Duke,  for  the  lofs  of  my 
Lord  Sandwich,  for  clearing  'of  perfons  taken 
in  the  fire  o^  London,  the  death  of  Sir  Edmund- 
bury  Godfrey,  &c. 

Xjw'tfnftf  ^^  Speaker,  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  fee  a  matter  of 
fo  great  importance  managed  in  this  houfe  with  fo 
much  bitternefs  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  fo  much  jett- 
ing and  mirth  on  the  other  -,  I  think  it  a  ferious  thing 
we  are  about,  and  that  more  gravity  would  very  well 
become,  not  only  this  houfe,  but  the  fubjed:  of  the 
debate  alfo.    It  is  to  me  very  unpleafant,  to  hear  a 

Prince^ 
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Prince,  that  hath  fo  wcU  defervcd  of  this  nation, 
by  fighting  our  battles,  and  lb  often  appearing  for 
us  in  war,  fo  upbraided.  I  am  apt  to  think  he  was 
far  from  being  of  opinion,  the  Queen  would  have 
no  children,  and  that  he  fcorned  any  of  thofe  other 
adions  that  have  been  laid  to  his  charge  ■,  and  there- 
fore to  hear  fuch  things  faid,  is  a  great  provocation. 
But  being  I  know  where  I  am,  I  will  lay  my  hand 
upon  my  mouth.  But  I  hope  you  will  pardon  mc, 
if  to  comply  with  the  obligation  of  nature,  I  declare 
my  felf  much  concerned  to  fee  the  afhes  of  my  dear 
father  thus  raked  out  of  the  dull,  and  to  hear  his 
memory  blafted  by  an  affirmation  which  cannot  be 
proved  :  Becaufe  I  am  confident  he  was  not  guilty. 
He  and  his  family  fufFered  enough  by  his  misfor- 
tunes, occafioned  by  dark  interefts  and  intrigues  of 
ftate.  Many  think  he  was  feverely  chaftifed  while 
Jiving  •,  I  am  forry  to  fee  that  fome  others  cannot 
fpare  him  though  dead.  But  for  my  comfort,  I 
have  heard  that  he  was  a  good  proteftant,  a  good 
Chancellor,  and  that  we  have  had  worfe  minifters  of 
ftate  fince.  But  I  will  not  trouble  you  farther,  but 
apply  my  felf  to  the  bufinefs  under  debate.  Sir,  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  the  bringing  in  of  this  bill  will 
be  a  great  hindrance  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation, 
and  not  attain  your  end.  And  alfo  I  am  concerned 
for  the  juftice  of  the  houfe  •,  for  though  the  Duke 
deferve  great  mortifications,  becaufe  he  hath  given 
fo  great  a  fufpicion  of  his  being  inclined  to  that 
religion,  and  I  believe  doth  not  expedt  to  come 
now  to  the  crown,  on  fuch  terms  as  formerly,  but 
with  fuch  limitations  as  may  fecure  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion ;  yet  1  think  k  very  hard  for  this  houfe,  to 
offer  at  fo  great  a  condemnation  without  hearing  the 
perfon  concerned,  or  having  had  any  preceding 
procefs.  For  my  own  part,  1  make  it  a  great  que- 
ftion,  whether  it  would  be  binding  to  him,  or  a  great 
many  other  loyal  perfons  of  this  nation  ,  and  if  not, 
it  may  occafion  hereafter  a  civil  war.     And  without 

Z  2  any 
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any  juft  fear,  or  caufe  *,  for  the  King  may  very  well 
out-live  the  Duke,  and  then  all  that  we  are  about 
would  be  unnecefiary  ;  and  why  fhould  we,  to  pre- 
vent that  which  may  never  happen,  attempt  to  do 
that  which  we  can  never  anfwer,  either  to  our  King 
or  country  ?  I  cannot  apprehend  that  our  cafe  is  fo 
defperate,  but  that  we  may  fecure  our  felves  fome 
other  way,  without  overturning  foundations.  I  can- 
not fear  a  general  without  an  army.  By  ridding  our 
felves  of  all  other  papifts,  we  may  be  fafe,  making 
fuch  other  laws  to  bind  the  Duke,  as  may  be  necef- 
fary,  by  the  name  o^  James  Duke  of  Tork^  which, 
and  the  fmail  revenues  which  belong  to  the  Crown, 
without  the  afliftance  of  Parliaments,  with  fuch  o- 
ther  laws  as  mayJie  contrived,  I  humbly  conceive 
may  be  fufficieiit  for  our  fecurity  •,  and  therefore  it 
ought  to  beconfidered  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  that  fuch^assare  for  thefe  expedients,  may  have 
more  freedom  of  debate. 

siiaiTitHs.  ^^'  •S'^^'^i^^r,  Sir,  I  mufl  beg  your  leave  tofpeak 
again,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  houfe,  being 
reflected  on.  I  can  afTure  you.  Sir,  that  what  I 
have  (aid  upon  thisfubjed,  is  fo  far  from  proceeding 
from  a  merry,  jolly  humour,  that  it  is  rather  from 
as  great  forrow  as  ever  my  heart  endured,  being 
very  fenfible  what  dangers  we  have  undergone,  and 
what  miferies  we  may  hereafter  fuffer,  by  means  of 
the  Duke's  being  of  this  religion.  I  hope.  Sir, 
that  offences  that  proceed  from  natural  infirmities, 
will  always  find  a  favourable  conftrudtion  in  this 
houfe.  If  that  honourable  member  that  fpoke  laft, 
had  butconfidered,  that  all  men  have  not  that  good 
fortune  to  be  born,  with  fuch  a  grave,  majeftick, 
fober  afpedl  as  that,  let  them  fay  what  they  will, 
it  looks  ferious  and  weighty,  he  would  not  have 
been  offended  at  my  difcourfe  •,  but.  Sir,  for  the 
fatisfadion  of  the  houfe,  that  I  am  not  in  jeft  in  this 
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bufinefs,  I   do  declare,  that  I  fhould  be  very  forry 
to  be  thus  jefted  with  my  felf. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  the  queflion  that  arifeth  froms'r  l.7^»- 
this  debate  is,  whether  we  had  beft  proceed  by  an 
extremity,  or  by  expedients.  For  I  look  on  this 
bill  to  be  of  the  higheft  nature  that  ever  was  pro- 
pofed  in  an  houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  greateft 
extremity  imaginable,  which  I  humbly  conceive  we 
ought  not  to  proceed  to,  until  we  have  made  fome 
trial  of  expedients,  which  will  be  very  ufeful.  For 
it  will  give  a  great  fatisfadion,  not  only  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  but  to  all  other  perfons  in  general  that  are  a- 
gainll  this  bill,  by  which  the  world  will  fee  that  we 
were  very  cautious,  how  we  offered  at  fuch  an  ex- 
tremity, and  that  we  did  not  do  it,  until  we  had 
fo'jnd  all  other  ways  and  means  whatfoever  infuffi- 
cient.  I  mult  confefs,  Sir,  I  think  fuch  a  bill  would 
be  againft  law  and  confcience,  and  that  nothing  kis 
than  an  army  will  be  neceflary  to  fupport  it ;  and 
therefore  I  humbly  move  you,  that  we  may  debate 
this  bufinefs  in  a  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  admire  to  hear  that  honour- coi.  Smt, 
able  member  make  a  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  this 
bill  ;  certainly.  Sir,  our  legiflative  power  is  un- 
bounded, and  we  may  offer  to  the  Lords,  and  fo  to 
his  Majefty,  what  bills  we  think  good.  And  it 
can  as  little  be  doubted,  th2LZ  the legijlalive  power  of 
the  nation,  KING,  LORDS,  and  COMMONS^ 
Jhould  want  a  law  to  make  laws  •,  or  that  any  laws 
fbould  he  againft  what  laws  they  make,  Otherways 
they  cannot  be  legally  oppofed.  And  as  I  think  it 
cannot  be  againft  law,  fo  neither  againft  confcience, 
unlefs  it  could  he  made  out,  that  we  ought  in  confcience- 
to  hring  in  popery,  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  hear 
any  arguments  to  make  good  what  hath  been  offer- 
ed about  expedients ;  but  I  am  afraid,  when  they 
come  to  be  examined  to  the  bottom,  they  will  be 
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found  very  infufficient,  and  that  we  may  as  well 
think  of  catching  a  lion  withamoufetrap^  as  tofecure 
our  [elves  againft  popery  by  any  laws  without  the  exclu- 
fion  hill.  Have  we  not  to  do  with  a  fort  of  people, 
that  cannot  be  bound  by  any  law  or  contradl  what- 
foever  ?  Much  lefs  can  their  words  or  promifes  be 
depended  on.  Are  they  not  under  all  the  obligations 
that  can  be  offered,  from  the  temptations  of  this 
life,  as  of  that  to  come,  not  to  keep  faith  with  here- 
ticks,  but  to  break  it  when  it  may  tend  to  the  pro- 
moting of  the  catholick  caufe  ?  And  if  laws  cannot 
bind  other  perfons,  much  lefs  will  it  Princes  that 
are  of  the  catholick  religion?  Did  they  ever  keep 

f  any  league  or  contrail  that  was  made  with  prote- 

ftants^  longer  than  was  neceffary,  in  order  to  cut 
their  throats?  What  ufe  did  the  papifts  make  in 
Ireland  of  thQ  favours  granted  them  by  KingCbarlesl. 
Did  they  not  make  ufe  of  it  to  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
proteftants,  by  rifing  up  in  rebellion,  and  mafia* 
cring  loOiOOO?  Sir,  I  fee  things  go  hard  againft 
popery,  I  know  not  what  to  fay  to  it,  but  I  am  a- 
fraid  that  if  we  fhould  be  fo  infatuated,  as  to  let  it 
creep  on  more  and  more  upon  us,  and  at  laft  let 
it  afcendthe  throne  again^  that  we  Jhall [oon  have  the 
fame  miferaUe  fortune  our  fore -fathers  had  in  ^een 
Mary'j  days^  and  he  burnt  in  Smithfield/^r  our  in- 
difcretion. 

Sir,  we  are  upon  a  bufinefs  of  as  great  importance 
as  ever  was  debated  within  thefe  walls ;  for  either 
we  mud  fupprefs  popery,  or  be  fupprefs'd  by  it. 
For  although  that  intereft  do  not  look  fo  big,  as 
that  of  the  proteftants,  yet  I  plainly  fee,  that  it  hath 
wrought  like  a  mole  under  ground  for  a  long  time, 
and  that  it  hath  eaten  into  our  bowels,  and  will  foon 
come  to  the  vital  parts  of  the  proteftant  religion, 
and  deftroy  it  too,  if  great  care  be  not  taken,  and 
that  fpeedily.  I  hear  fome  fay,  that  our  cares  are 
needlefs  at  this  time,  becaufe  the  King  may  out-live 
the  Duke  3  which  is  as  much  as  to  iSy,  there  is  no 
4  need 
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need  of  laws  againft  popery,  until  we  fee  whether 
we  fhall  have  occafion  ro  make  ufe  of  them  or  no. 
But  they  do  not  tell  us,  how  we  fhould  be  fure  then 
to  obtain  them.  I  muft  confefs  fuch  arguments  are 
fo  far  from  weighing  with  me,  as  that  they  increafe 
my  fears,  becaufe  it  difcovers  a  (Irange,  eafy,  care- 
jefs,  indifferent  humour  among  us  proteftants.  Mud 
our  lives,  liberties  and  religion  depend  upon  may- 
bees?  I  hope  it  is  not  come  to  that  yet :  I  am  fure 
it  will  not  confift  with  the  prudence  of  this  alTembly 
to  leave  it  fo,  but  rather  to  endeavour  to  fettle  this 
matter  upon  fuch  a  foundation,  as  may  (with  as 
much  probability  as  human  things  are  capable  of) 
fecure  us.  I  am.  of  opinion,  that  fuch  an  engine 
may  be  contrived,  as  fhould  give  fuch  a  whirle  to 
the  popifh  intereft,  as  that  it  fhould  never  rife  up 
againft  us  again  ;  I  know  of  no  difficulty  but  the 
fame  which  happened  to  Archimedes^  where  to  fix  it. 
And  I  am  not  altogether  at  a  lofs  for  that  neither  ; 
for  fo  long  as  we  have  a  good  King,  I  will  not  de- 
fpair.  And,  Sir,  I  cannot  fear  any  of  thofe  things 
that  are  objedled  againft  this  bill,  that  it  is  againft 
law^  and  therefore  will  occafion  a  civil  war :  For  my 
party  I  never  will  fear  a  civil  war  in  favour  of  idolatry  ^ 
efpecially  when  we  have  gotten  a  law  on  our  fide  to  de^ 
fend  our  religion.  Therefor^  I  move  you  that  the 
bill  may  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  have  read  in  fcripture  of  <?^^sirnowdi 
man  dying  for  a  nation,  but  never  of  three  nations  dy-  Piayet?^ 
ing  for  one  man  \  which  is  like  to  be  our  cafe. 
There  hath  been  already  fo  much  faid  on  this  mat- 
ter, and  the  reafons  that  have  been  given  for  the 
bringing  in  of  the  bill  are  fo  plain,  that  I  fhould  not 
have  troubled  you  to  have  faid  any  thing  about  it, 
but  that  I  knew  not  how  to  have  anfwered  it  to  that 
great  city  for  which  1  ferve,  not  to  have  appeared 
in  this  bufinefs,  in  which  the  proteftant  religion  is  fo 
rauch  concerned.  But,  Sir,  being  1  am  up,  I  will 
Z  4  beg 
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b^g  leave  to  actjaaint^u,  that-l  harve  been  lately 
in  company  with  a  great  many  perfons,  where  I 
have  heard  the  Duke  cried  up,  and  the  King  fo 
flighted,  that  I  muft  confefs  they  made  me  afraid, 
they  had  thoughts  of  acting  over  here  what  was  late- 
ly done  in  Portugal.  Believe  it.  Sir,  many  are  very 
induftrious  to  make  an  intereft  for  the  Duke  ;  if  we 
fliould  not  ufe  our  endeavours  to  keep  up  the  King's 
iitereft,  and  that  of  the  protettant  religion,  I  am 
afraid  they  will  be  encouraged  to  embroil  us  in  blood 
before  we  are  aware  of  it.  I  have  no  patience  to 
think  of  fitting  ilill,  while  my  throat  is  cutting  ; 
and  therefore  I  pray.  Sir,  let  us  endeavour  to  have 
Jaws  that  may  enable  us  to  defend  ourfelves.  And 
I  know  not  how  we  can  have  any  that  are  like  to 
prove  effecftual,  without  this  for  excluding  J^;;/^; 
Duke  of  Tork  \  and  therefore  I  humbly  move  it 
may  be  brought  in.  ^fq  £  to  3*. 

^^vanSejs>  j^/jr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  have  by  many  years  expe- 
rience obferved,  that  it  is  very  agreeable  to  the  cu- 
ftom,  prudence,  and  juftice  of  this  houfe,  to  debate 
all  things  very  well  before  a  queftion  is  put,  but 
efpecially  of  great  importance.  It  hath  formerly 
been  thought  a  great  thing,  and  hard  to  be  born  by 
iome  Princes,  that  any  thing  relating  to  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown  fhould  be  debated  any  where 
but  in  the  privy  council ;  and  I  have  obferved,  that 
former  Parliaments  have  done  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
tendernefs.  And  iffo,  well  may  a  bill  that  tends  to 
the  alteration  of  the  fucceffion,  pretend  to  the  righc 
of  having  a  full  and  fair  debate,  which  I  hope  this 
folemn  affembly  will  not  deny.  Many  being  to  take 
their  refolutions  from  it  in  as  great  a  point  as  ever 
was  debated  in  a  houfe  of  Commons,  for  which  we 
fiiall  be  anfwerable  to  our  own.confciences,  as  well 
as  to  our  King  and  country.  It  is  thefe  great  con- 
fiderations  make  me  trouble  you  at  this  time,  other- 
wife  I  might  haply  have  been  filent,  becaufe  I  am 
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one  of  thofe  that  have  been  (hot  at  by  wind-guns, 
which  have  prejudiced  my  reputation  •,  and  there- 
fore until  I  fhould  have  had  an  opportunity  to  vin- 
dicate my  felf,  and  to  fhew  that  I  am  an  enemy 
both  to  popery  and  arbitrary  government,  I  was 
more  inclined  to  have  been  filent,  and  fhould  not 
have  troubled  you,  if  the  nature  of  this  bufinefs  had 
not  laid  on  me  a  more  than  ordinary  compulfion, 
I  do  not  doubt  but  every  one  that  fits  here  is  will- 
ing to  take  notice  of  what  arguments  may  be  of- 
fered pro  or  con^  it  being  the  only  way  to  pafs  a 
right  judgment  in  this  matter,  which  is  very  necef- 
fciry,  becaufe  what  refolution  you  may  take  upon 
this  debate,  will  be  examined  not  only  within  his 
Majefty's  dominions,  but  by  mofl  Princes  and  po- 
liticians in  Europe,  And  therefore  that  you  ground 
your  refolution  on  fuch  folid  reafon,  that  may  en- 
dure the  teft  of  a  plenary  examination,  will  be  very 
necefliiry  for  the  fecuring  the  credit  of  this  houfe,  of 
which  I  know  you  are  very  tender. 

Sir,  I  muft  confefs  I  am  very  much  againfl  the 
bringing  in  of  this  bill ;  for  I  think  it  a  very  unfor- 
tunate thing,  that  whereas  his  Majefty  hath  prohi- 
bited but  one  thing  only,  that  we  fhould  fo  foon  fall 
upon  it.  I  do  not  fee  there  is  any  caufe,  why  we 
fhould  fear  popery  fo  much,  as  to  make  us  run  into 
fuch  an  extreme.  We  are  aflured  there  can  be  no 
danger  during  his  Majefty's  life,  fo  upon  an  im- 
partial examination,  we  fhall  find  there  can  be  no 
great  reafon  to  fear  it  after  his  death,  though  the 
Duke  fhould  out-live  and  fucceed  him,  and  be  of 
that  religion.  Have  we  not  had  great  experience  of 
his  love  for  this  nation  ?  Hath  he  not  always  fquar- 
ed  his  adlions  by  the  exadeft  rules  of  juftice  and 
moderation  ?  Is  there  not  a  pofTibility  of  being  of 
the  church,  and  not  of  the  court  o(Ro?neF  Hath  he 
not  bred  up  his  children  in  the  proteflant  religion ; 
and  fhewed  a  great  refpedl  for  all  perfons  of  that 
profeflion  ?    Would  it  not  be  a  dangerous  thing  for 

him 
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him  (I  mean  in  point  of  intereft)  to  offer  at  any  fuch 
alteration  of  the  rehgion  eftabliflied  by  law  ?  Can  any 
man  imagine  that  it  can  be  attempted,  without  great 
hazard  of  utterly  deftroying  both  himfelf  and  his 
family  ?  And  can  fo  indifcreet  an  attempt  be  expedled 
from  a  prince,  fo  abounding  in  prudence  and  wif- 
dom  ?  But  though  we  fhould  refolvc  to  have  no  mo- 
deration in  our  proceedings  againft  papifts,  yet  I 
hope  we  fliall  have  fome  for  our  felves.  It  cannot 
be  imagined  that  fuch  a  law  will  bind  all  here  in 
England,  any  in  Scotland-,  and  it  is  difputed  whe- 
ther it  will  be  binding  in  heland  ;  fo  that  in  proba- 
bility it  will  not  only  divide  us  amcngft  ourfelves, 
bat  the  three  kingdoms  one  from  the  other,  and  oc- 
cafion  a  miferable  civil  war.  For  it  cannot  be  ima- 
gined, that  the  Duke  will  fubmit  to  it.  And  to 
difmherit  him  for  his  religion,  is  not  only  toad:  ac- 
cording to  the  popifh  principles,  but  to  give  caufe 
for  a  war  with  all  the  catholick  Princes  in  Europe  •, 
and  that  muft  occafion  a  {landing  army,  from  whom 
there  will  be  more  danger  of  popery  and  arbitrary 
government,  than  from  a  popifh  fuccefTor,  or  a 
popifh  King.  Sir,  It  is  viery.agreeable  to  the  weight 
of  the  matter,  and  the  ufual  proceedings  of  this  houfe, 
that  this  bufinefs  fhould  be  fu  lly  debated ;  and  there- 
for I  humbly  move  you  it  may  be  in  a  Committee. 

Sir  Richard  Graham,  made  a  long  difcourfe, 
fhewing  the  dangers  and  miferies  of  a  civil  war,  by 
a  large  account  of  thofe  between  T'ork  and  Lancafter, 
That  this  bill,,  if  it  fhould  pafs,  would  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  fuch  another.  That  it  would  not  be  bind- 
ing either  to  Scotland  or  Ireland,  and  fo  confequently 
occafion  a  divifion  between  the  three  kingdoms, 
which  had  formerly  been  the  occafion  of  wars 
and  miferies,  as  well  as  our  own  divifions  amongfl 
our  felves.  Then  gave  an  hiftorical  account,  to 
make  out  how  fatal  divifions  had  proved  to  other 
nadons,  and  inflanced  in  Tbeodoftus,  and  others. 
That  he  thought  it  abfolutcly  neccffary,  (if  this  bill 

mult 
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muft  be  brought  in,)  to  prevent  a  civil  war,  that  the 
fucceflTor  fhould  be  named  •,  which  would  need  a 
great  deal  of  confideration  ;  and  if  to  debate  bufi- 
nefs  of  fmaller  importance,  it  is  ufual  for  thehoufe 
to  refolve  it  felf  into  a  committee,  how  could  it  be 
anfwered,  that  it  fhould  not  be  done  in  a  bufinefs 
of  lb  great  importance,  that  fo  expedients  might  be 
offered  and  debated,  with  more  freedom  and  fatif- 
fadion  than  it  was  poffible  they  could  be  in  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  lam  of  opinion,  that  expedi- sir  ^7/m« 
ents  in  politics  are  like  Mountebanck-tricks  in  phy-  "''  '"'^* 
fic  •,  as  the  one  does  feldom  good  to  bodies  natural, 
fo  not  the  other  to  bodies  politic.  Government  is 
a  weighty  thing,  and  cannot  be  fupported  nor  pre- 
ferved  but  by  fuch  pillars  as  have  neither  flaws  nor 
cracks,  and  placed  on  a  fure  foundation.  And  I 
am  afraid,  that  all  expedients  will  be  found  to  have 
far  different  qualifications.  I  cannot  forefee  how  the 
excluding  of  on^perfon,  who  hath  a  right  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion  depending  upon  contingencies,  upon  fuch  aa 
account  as  this  is,  fhould  occafion  a  civil  war ;  but 
rather  do  think  there  is  a  great  deal  more  danger, 
not  only  of  a  civil  war,  but  of  our  religion  and  li. 
berty  too,  if  we  fhould  not  do  it,  and  fo  have  a 
popifh  King.  For  I  do  believe,  that  fuch  a  King 
would  foon  have  a  popifh  council.  For  if  there  be 
eleven  to  feven  now  for  the  intereft  of  a  popifh  fuc- 
ceffor,  what  may  you  not  expedl  when  you  have  a 
popifh  King.''  And  fiould  you  not  then  foon  havepopifij 
Judges,  J ufticesj^eputy-lieutenants ^commander s  at  Jea 
and  land^  nay^  andpopijh  BiJJjopsJoo.  For  if  there  be 
none  put  into  any  of  thofe  places  now,  that  are  for  aEltng 
againft  a  popifh  fucc eff or,  well  may  we  expect  that  none 
[hall  he  put  in  then,  hut  what  are  for  a  popifh  King,  And 
therefore  I  am  aftoniflied  to  hear  any  man,  that  pre- 
tends to  be  a  proteff ant,  argue,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  we 
need  not  fear  popery  *,  for  it  is  indeed  to  argue  for 
popery,  and  mufl  proceed  from  an  opinion  that  the 
proteftant  intereft  is  very  low,  and  not  able  to  bear  up 

any 
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any  longer  againft  popery ;  or  elfe  that  proteftants  are 
very  credulous  and  inconfiderate,  and  may  be  brought 
to  deftroy  themfelves  with  their  own  hands.     Mud 
our  religion  and  liberty  have  no  fecurity  but  what 
depends  on   the  virtues  and  goodnefs  of  a  Prince, 
who  will  be  in  fubjedion  to  the  pope,  and  probably 
infiuenced  by  none  but  jefuits  and  fuch  creatures  ? 
Will  it  feem  llrange  that  fuch  a  Prince  fhould  com- 
pofehis  privy  council  of  perfons  inclined  to  that  re- 
ligion *,  or  that  he  fhould   employ  none  others  as 
Judges,  Juftices,  Sheriffs,  or  Commanders  in  any 
place  of  trufl  either  at  land  or  fea  ?    And  can   we 
think  that  by  the  many  endeavours  which  will  be 
Died,  that  the  common  people  will  not  be  debauched, 
and  either  be  mis-led,  or  made  indifferent  in  a  little 
while?  Is  it  not  in  the  power  of  the  King  to  nominate 
his  Councillors,  Judges,  Sheriffs,   Commanders  ac 
lea  and  land?  And  can  it  be  imagined  that  he  will 
not  take  care  to  nominate  fuch  as  fliall  be  for  his 
turn?  Certainly,  Sir,  no  man  can  imagine  that  the 
proteftant  religion  can  long  be  preferved  under  fuch 
a  King,  but  fuch  as  cannot  or  will  not  fee  at  a  dif- 
tance,  what  a  change  fuch  a  fcheme  of  government 
will  foon  produce,  and  how  likely  it  is  that  it  will 
be  fet  up  and  pradifed,  if  ever  we  (hould  have  a 
popifh  King.     And  as  I  do  think  that  our  religion 
can  never  be  fecured  without  this  bill,  fo  I  do  not 
rear  that  it  will  occafion  any  civil  war,  orany  divifion 
between  this  kingdom,  Scotland^  ov  Ireland -^    but 
rather,  I  believe  it  will  be  a  means  to  reconcile  the 
proteftant  intereft,  and  to  fettle  the  government  upon 
fuch  a  bottom  as  will  prove  invincible.     In  Scotland^ 
the  major  part  of  the  people  hate  popery  as  well  as 
we,  and  fo  do  the  proteftants  in  Ireland  ;  and  there- 
tore  certainly  it  will  be  their  intereft  to  join  with  us 
againft  a  common  enemy,  and  not  to  divide.     And 
whereas  it  hath  been  fuggefted,  that  this  bill  will 
engage  us  in  a  war  againft  all  catholic  Princes,  I 
look  upon  it  as  a  bugbear,  and  do  believe  that  we 
I  ftall 
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fhall  gain  many  friends  by  being  fettled,  as  we  may 
by  having  this  bill ;  hecauje  then  we  may  he  formid- 
able to  our  enemies y  andferviceahle  to  our  allies  ;  but 
never  without  it.  And  Sir,  this  is  not  to  diftnherit  a 
man  for  his  religion^  but  becaufe  he  hath  rendered  him- 
felf  uncapahle  to  govern  us,  according  to  our  lawSy 
which,  whether  it  proceed  from  his  religion,  or  any 
thing  elfe,  is  all  one  to  us.  His  being  uncapable,  is 
the  ground  for  our  proceedings,  having  no  other 
way  to  preferve  our  felves.  Upon  the  whole  matter 
I  do  conclude,  that  a  popifh  King  and  a  proteftant 
religion  are  irreconcilable,  and  have  no  reafon  to 
fear  a  civil  war,  fo  long  as  we  have  a  law  for  our 
defence,  and  a  proteftant  King  to  head  us  ;  which 
we^cannot  exped:,  without  pafTing  fome  fuch  bill  as 
this  under  debate.  And  therefore  I  humbly  move 
you  it  may  be  brought  in. 

yir.  Speaker,  Sir,  the  bufinefs  you  are  debating  is  U4;;;V/7«cfc 
of  fo  high  a  nature,  that  I  cannot  tell  how  to  fpeak 
to  it  without  fear  and  trembling.  To  go  about  to 
alter  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown,  muft  be  of  great 
concernment  to  all  Englifn-rnen,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  confidered  with  a  great  deal  of  deliberation, 
for  which  the  juftice,  prudence,  and  ufage  of  this 
houfe  calls  aloud,  there  never  having  been  any  bufi- 
nefs  debated  in  this  houfe,  in  which  fo  much  care  was 
required.  Sir,  I  am  unfatisfied  with  my  felf,  how 
we  can  in  juftice  pafs  any  fuch  bill  as  is  propofed  ; 
for  I  never  heard  of  any  law,  which  made  an  opi- 
nion in  religion  acaufe  to  be  difpoffefs'd  of  right ;  in 
former  times  it  was  not  fo,  though  there  were 
Princes  and  Emperors  that  were  apoftates.  And 
Queen  Elizabeth  would  not  allow  of  putting  any 
fuch  thing  in  pra(5lice,  but  rather  chofe  to  proceed 
againft  Mary  Queen  di  Scots,  according  to  the  fettled 
laws  of  the  nation.  This  nation  hath  been  fo  unfor- 
tunate as  to  cut  off  one  King  already,  let  us  have  a 
care  how  we  cut  off  the  right  of  another.    There  I's 

a  pol- 
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a  pofTibility  that  the  Duke  may  return  to  the  prote- 
ftant  religion,  let  us  not  exclude  him  from  fuch 
temptations  as  may  be  convenient  to  reduce  him. 
But  whatever  fhould  be  your  refolution  at  lad,  I 
humbly  conceive  there  can  be  no  reafon  given,  why 
a  bufinefs  of  this  weight  fhould  not  be  debated  in  a 
Committee,  before  you  vote  the  bringing  in  of  the 
bill,  thatfo  the  validity  of  fuch  other  expedients  as 
may  be  propofed,  may  be  examined,  and  the  rea- 
fons  for  and  againft  this  bill  be  digelled  as  they 
ought  to  be.  How  Ihall  we  otherwife  anfwer  it  to 
his  Majefty,  who  hath  offered  you  every  thing  but 
this  ?  If  there  were  a  motion  made  for  a  bill  to  give 
money,  would  it  not  probably  be  debated  in  a 
Committee  \  by  this  bill  we  are  going  to  give  away 
the  right  of  a  Crown,  which  I  take  to  be  more  than 
money  ;  and  therefore  I  humbly  move  you  that  it 
may  be  farther  debated  in  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Have  not  the  papifts  always  pro- 
ceeded againft  the  proteftants  with  a  barbarity  fur- 
mounting  the  worft  of  heathens  ?  And  muft  we  be 
fo  mighty  careful  how  we  proceed  to  hinder  them 
from  ruling  over  us,  as  that  we  muft  ftumble  at  every 
ftraw,  and  be  afraid  of  every  bufh?  A  man  that  is 
in  an  houfe  that  is  on  fire,  will  leap  out  at  a  window, 
rather  than  be  burnt.  I  do  admire  how  any  perfon, 
that  doth  know  with  what  treachery  and  inhumanity 
the  papifts  behaved  themfelves  in  the  mafifacres  of 
Piedmont^  Paris^  and  Ireland  •,  their  cruelties  in 
Queen  Af^^r/s  days,  lately  on  Sir  Edmund -bury  God- 
frey, and  what  they  had  defigned  againft  the  King, 
and  all  of  us,  can  offer  any  thing  to  delay,  much 
more  to  hinder  what  is  fo  precifely  neceffary  for  the 
good  of  the  King  and  kingdom  •,  efpecially  feeing 
in  this  we  fhall  do  nothing,  but  what  may  be  jufti- 
fied  by  many  laws  and  precedents.  And  if  there 
were  none,  of  which  I  know  there  are  a  great 
many  that  are  liable  to  no  objedion  5  yet  I  take  it. 
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^ hat  the  law  of  Nature  and  felf-prefervaiion^  woidd 
^ffordus  fufficient  arguments.  I  chink  the  fun  is  not 
more  vifible  at  noon-day,  than  that  the  papifts  have 
a  defign  to  extirpate  our  religion  ;  and  that  they 
have  done  great  things  in  order  thereto,  even  now 
while  we  live  under  the  government  of  a  protettant 
King,  by  fbme  invifible  power  that  hath  ftrangely 
aded  its  part  in  favour  of  that  intereft,  in  all  our 
councils  and  refolutions  in  affairs  of  greateft  impor- 
tance ;  and  it  is  as  plain  that  this  is  {o  •,  becaufe 
there  is  a  popidi  fucceflbr  •,  and  that  their  intereft 
will  never  decline  as  long  as  there  is  fuch  a  fucccflor^ 
and  the  hopes  of  a  popifh  King.  And  now,  that 
by  the  watchful  providence  of  God,  thefe  things 
have  been  made  fo  plain  to  us ;  is  it  not  ftrange, 
that  any  man  Ihould  go  about  to  perfuade  us  to  be 
fb  negledlful  and  inconfiderate,  as  to  fit  ft  ill  and  look 
on,  while  the  papifts  are  putting  their  chains  about 
our  arms,  and  ropes  about  our  necks  ?  which  muft 
be  the  confequence  of  permitting  a  popifh  King  to 
afcend  the  throne  *,  againft  which  there  can  be  no 
law  to  fecure  us  but  this.  In  Edward  the  fixth,  and 
Queen  Mary^  and  Queen  Elizabeth^  days,  was  not 
the  religion  of  the  Prince,  the  religion  of  thenation? 
Did  not  moft  of  the  privy  counfeiiors,  and  great 
minifters  offtate,  and  fome  Bifhops  too,  change 
with  the  times  ?  Is  it  not  cuftomary  for  great  men 
to  infinuate  and  flatter  their  JPrinces,  by  being  of 
their  religion  ?  On  what  muft  we  ground  our  hopes 
of  fecurity,  in  fuch  a  cafe .?  On  nothing.  Sir,  but 
on  a  civil  war,  which  fuch  a  Prince  muft  certainly  oc- 
cafion.  But  I  do  not  fear  it  from  this  bill,  but  ra- 
ther think  it  the  only  way  to  prevent  it  i  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  there  will  be  people  enough  that  will  give 
obedience  to  it.,  fufficient  to  execute  the  law  on  fuch  as 
may  be  refra^ory^  if  any.,  which  can  only  be  papifts y 
and  fuch  as  may  be  popiffjly  affe^ed.  The  objedions 
as  to  a  civil  war,  and  difobedience  to  this  law,  may 
as  well  be  made  againft  any  other  fevere  law  that  we 

may 
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may  attempt  to  makeagainfl;  papifts ;  and  mufl  we 
therefore  let  them  all  alone  ?  I  hope  we  fhall  not  be 
fo  inconfiderate  ;  but  as  we  have  difcovered  that 
their  weapons  are  near  our  throats,  fd  we  (hall  not 
acquiefce  in  any  thing  lefs  than  what  may  fecure  us ; 
that  fo,  if  poffible,  we  may  not  fall  into  the  hands 
of  fuch  a  bloody,  mercilefs  people  ;  which  muft 
infallibly  be  the  confequence  of  having  a  popifh 
King. 

And,  Sir,  as  we  have  much  to  fay  for  the  having 
of  this  bill  ;  fo  for  not  having  our  time  loft  by  go- 
ing into  a  Committee  at  this  time  about  it.  "When 
the  bill  is  brought  in,  there  will  be  time  enough  to 
hear"  of  other  expedients,  if  any  member  will  then 
offer  any  •,  of  which  they  will  now  have  time  tocon- 
fider,  that  fothey  may  be  offered  particularly,  and 
not  only  in  general.  For  it  doth  not  confift  with  the 
gravity  of  the  houfe,  that  they  fhould  be  put  out  of 
the  method  they  are  moft  inclined  to,  without  good 
Caufe.  I  am  afraid  there  can  be  no  expedients  of- 
fered in  this  cafe,  that  can  be  fufEcient ;  unlefs  fuch 
as  may  (hake  the  throne  as  to  all  future  Kings.  And 
I  hope  we  fhall  be  cautious  how  we  enter  into  any 
fuch  debate;  for  if  you  fhould,  you  may  be  fure 
your  enemies  will  take  advantage  thereof.  And 
therefore  I  am  rather  for  the  bill. 

lAt.john  Mr.  speaker^  Sir,  have  not  popifh  Kings,  as 
Trcnchard.  ^^|j  j^  ^^^^^  countrics  as  here,  always  brought  in  a 
popilh  religion  ?  And  have  we  any  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  the  like  will  not  happen  here,  if  ever  we  fhould 
have  a  King  of  that  religion  ?  have  we  not  undeni- 
able proof,  that  the  great  thing  defigned,  by  endea- 
vouring atapopiOi  King,  is  the  rooting  out  of  he- 
refy  out  of  thefe  three  nations?  And  is  noi  Rome 
and  France  ingaged  to  give  their  afTiflance  therein, 
as  well  as  the  great  parties  at  home,  not  only  of 
profeft  papills,  but  of  fome  who  profefs  themfelves 
proteflants,  but  are  fo  but  in  mafquerade  ?  And  do 

they 
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they  not  fliy,  that  they  have  fo  denched  and  rivetted 
their  intereft,  as  that  God  nor  man  cannot  prevent):,., 
thtir  accomplifliing  their  defign  ?  ^  And  Ihall  we  be  .' 
fo  indifcreet  as  to  Jet  it  creep  on  thus  upon  us,  and 
not  endeavour  to  remedy  ourfelves?  Let  it  never  , 
be  laid  of  this  bonfe  of  Commons,  that  they  were  fo,  ; 
llupiiied  or  negligent  of  tiieir  duty  to  their  country  5  Ic 
or  fo  indiflerent  in  their  religion,  or  prefervation  06 n" 
their  liberties,  as  to  forget    fo  great  a  concern.     If) 
when  we  have   done  what  we  can,  we  fhould  be 
conquered  by    force,    or   deceived    by   fuch  little 
arts  and  tricks  as  may  be  ufed,    a  patient  fubmif-,;. 
fion  to  God's  providence  mutt  follow.      But  to  be  if 
the  occafion   of   our   own  deltrudion,     by    being  .-.^ 
fuplne  and  inconfiderate,  will  never  be  anfwered  to->.- 
pofterity.  y^^^h.  >^ 

;  ■■- -~r  H^f- 

He  then  juftified  the  legality  of  the  bill,  by  a  long  '> 
catalogue  of  precedents  ;  making  out,  that  i\-^ 
fuccefiion  of  the  crown  had  been  oftentimes  al-  • 
tered  by  ad  of  Parliament  upon  lefs  occafions?''^ 
than  this  ;  and  concluded  with  a  motion  for  tf- 
briqging  in  of  the  bill.  ? 

Refolved,  That  a  hill  he  hr ought  /;/,  to  difahle  the 
Buke  of  York  to  inheriL  the  imperial  crown  of 
the  realm. 


The  ^th  of  November,    1680. 

J  Bill  to  difahle  James  Buke  of  York,    to  inherit 
■^      the  imperial  crowns  of  England  and  Ireland, 
And  the  dominions  thereunto  belongings    was  read  the-' ' 
firji  time, 

Mr,  Speaker,  I  have  fpent  much  of  my  time  InSYL.jcn- 
ftudying  the  laws  of  this  Jan^l  ^    and  1  pretend  to*'"'' 
know  fomething  of  the  laws  of  foreign  countries,  as 

Vol.  I.  A  a  well 
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well  as  of  our  ov/n  :  And  1  have,  upon  this  occa- 
fion  well  confidered  of  them  •,  but  cannot  find  how 
we  can  jullify  the  paffing  of  this  bill,  rather  much 
againft  it. 

Firfl:^  I  think  it  is  contrary  to  natural  juftice,  that 
we  fhould  proceed  to  condemnation,  not  only  be- 
fore convidion,  but  before  we  have  heard  the  party, 
<ir  examined  any  witnefTes  about  him  *,  I  am  fure 
none  in  his  defence.  And  to  do  this,  by  making  a 
new  law  on  purpofe,  when  you  have  old  laws  in 
being,  that  have  appointed  a  punifhment  to  his 
crime,  I  humbly  conceive,  is  very  fevere  •,  and  con- 
trary to  the  uflial  proceedings  of  this  houfe,  and  the 
birth-  right  of  every  EngUJhman. 

Secondly^  I  think  it  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
our  religion,  that  we  ihould  difpOiTcfs  a  man  of  his 
right,  becaufe  he  differs  in  point  of  Faith.  For  it 
is  not  agreed  by  all,  that  dominion  is  founded  in 
grace.  For  my  part,  I  think  there  is  more  of 
popery  in  this  bill,  than  there  can  polfibly  be  in  the 
nation  without  it  *,  for  none  but  papifts,  and  fifth- 
monarchy-men^  did  ever  go  about  to  difinherit  men 
for  their  religion. 

Thirdly^  lam  of  opinion,  that  the  Kings  oi  Eng- 
land have  their  right  from  God  alone  ;  and  that  no 
power  on  earth  can  deprive  them  of  it.  And  I 
hojje  this  houfe  will  not  attempt  to  do  any  thing, 
which  is  fo  precilely  contrary,  not  only  to  the  lavv 
of  God,  but  the  lav/  of  the  land  too.  For  if  this 
bill  fhould  pafs,  it  would  change  the  efTence  of  the 
monarchy,  and  make  the  crown  eledive.  For  by 
the  fame  reafon  that  this  Parliament  may  difinherit 
this  Prince  for  his  religion  *,  other  Parliaments  may 
difinherit  another,  upon  fome  other  pretence  which 
they  may  fugged  •,  and  fo  confequently,  by  fuch 
cxclufions,  ekd  whom  they  plcafe. 


Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly^  It  is  againfl  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
taken  in  its  own  fcnle,  without  jefuiiical  evafions. 
For  by  binding  all  perfons  to  the  King,  his  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  the  Duke,  as  prefumptive  heir, 
mud  be  unclerftood.  And  I  am  of  opinion,  it 
cannot  be  difpenfed  withal.  Sir,  1  will  be  very- 
cautious  how  I  difpute  the  power  of  Parliaments, 
1  know  the  legiflative  power  is  very  great,  and  it 
ought  to  be  fo.  But  yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
Parliaments  cannot  difinherit  the  heir  of  the  crown  -, 
and  that  if  fuch  an  adt  fhould  pafs,  it  would  be 
invalid  in  itfelf.  And  therefore  1  hope  it  will  not 
feem  flrange,  that  I  fiiould  offer  my  judgment  a- 
gainft  this  bill,  while  it  is  in  debate  ;  in  which  I 
think  I  do  that  which  is  my  duty,  as  a  member  of 
this  houfe. 

Henry  the  fourth  of  France  was  a  proteftant,  his 
people  moll:  papifts,  who  ufed  fome  endeavours  to 
prevent  his  coming  to  the  crown  ;but  when  they  found 
they  were  not  like  to  perfedt  their  defign,  without 
occafioning  a  civil  war,  they  defifted  ;  concluding, 
that  a  civil  war  would  probably  bring  on  them 
more  mifery  than  a  King  of  a  different  religion, 
and  therefore  fubmitted.  Sir,  I  hope  we  (ball  not 
permit  our  pafTion  to  guide  us  inftead  of  realbn  ; 
and  therefo  re  i  humbly  move  you  to  throw  out  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  The  honourable  member  that  Ralph  Mon^ 
fpoke  lad  may  underltand  very  much  of  the  laws^"-^**'* 
of  other  countries,  and  foreign  affairs  •,  but  I  am 
apt  to  think,  not  much  of  the  laws  of  thi*  nation  ; 
or  elfe  he  would  not  argue,  that  this  is  a  popifh  bill, 
when  it  is  the  only  thing  that  can  ilive  his  King 
and  kingdom,  and  the  proteflant  religion  •,  which 
I  hope  will  never  come  to  that  extremity,  as  to 
need  any  thing  that  is  popifh  to  fave  it.  For  my 
part,  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  that  this  bill  is  fo 
unreafonable  as  hath  been  argued,  that  I  think  this 
A  a  2  houfc 
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boufe  of  Commons  will  get  as  much  credit  by  paflf- 
ing  ot  this  bill,  as  that  in  1660  did,  by  pafTing 
that  which  brought  home  the  King.     For  as  the  one 

reft  or  ed  him  ;  fo  the  other  may  preferve  him,  and  no- 
thing lefs.  And  therefore,  I  think,  Sir,  you  ought 
not  to  delay  the  giving  it  a  fecond  reading,  but  ap- 
point a  fpeedy  day  for  it. 

johnHarnp'      Mv.  Speaker,    Sir,    I  do  not  iinderftand  how  it 
'^'"'  can  be  conftrued,  becaufe  we  go  about  to  difinhe- 

rit  the  Duke,    that  therefore  it  mufl:  be  for  his  re- 
ligion.     For  my  part,    I  do  approve  of  the  bill  •, 
but  it  is  becaufe  the  opinions  and   principles  of  the 
papifts  tend  to  the  alteration  of  the  government  and 
religion  of  this  nation -,  and  the  introducing,  inftead 
thereof,  of  fu perdition  and  idolatry,  and  a  foreign 
arbitrary  power :    If  it  were  not  for  that,  1  am  apt 
to  think,    the  Duke's   being  a  papift  would  not  be 
thought  a  fufficient  caufe  for  this   houfe   to  fpend 
time  about  this  bill.     And  I  cannot  fee  the  danger 
of  reducing  the  government  to  be  eledive  by  it  ; 
for  why  fhould  we  prefume  that  any  thing   but  the 
like  caufe  fhould  have  the  like  effed  ;    though  the 
fuccejfion  of  the  crown  hath  been  formerly  often  changed 
by  a5fs  of  Parliament  -,  yet  hitherto  it  hath  720t  made 
the  crown  eleclive  -,  why  muft  we  fear  it  now  ?    Nei- 
ther can  I  apprehend,  that  the  pafTing  of  this  bill 
is  contrary  to  natural  Juftice  ;  becaufe  we  have  not 
heard  what  the  Duke  hath  to  fay  for  himfelf.     The 
precedents  that  might  be  offered  to  make  out,  that 
the   Parliaments  have,    when   they  thought  good, 
condemned    perfons  by   bill,    are  numerous,    and 
without  any  hearing  too.      But  if  there  were  none, 
to  doubt  the  power  of  the  legiflative   authority  of 
the  nation  in  that  or  any  other  cafe,    is  to  fuppofe 
fuch  a  weaknefs  in  our  government,    fo   inconfi- 
ftent  with  the  prudence  of  our  anceftors,  and  com- 
mon reafon,  as  cannot  well  be  imagined.     And  I 
do  not  think  we  are  about  going  to  do  any  fuch 
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ftrange  thing  neither,  but  whu  would  be  done  in 
other  countries  upon  the  like  occafion  -,  but  do  be- 
lieve, that  if  the  Dauphin  oi  France^  or  Infant  q{ 
Spain,  were  proteftants,  and  had,  for  near  20  years 
together,  endeavoured  the  letting  up  of  another  in- 
tereft  and  rehgion,  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  thofe 
Kings,  and  the  cathohck  rehgion  •,  efpecially  if  fuch 
endeavours  had  been  accompanied  with  fuch  fuccefs  as 
here,  and  thofe  nations  had  been  fo  often,  by  fuch 
means,  reduced  fo  near  to  ruin,  as  we  have  been,  by 
divifions,  tolerations,  burnings,  plots,  and  fham-plots 
at  home,  and  by  wars  and  foreign  alliances,  over- 
ruled in  their  favour  abroad ;  but  that  they  would 
have  been  more  impatient  than  we  have  been  for 
this  remedy.  And  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  but 
admire  more  at  the  long  delay  there  hath  been,  in 
feeking  out  a  remedy  againft  this  great  evil,  than 
at  our  offering  at  this  bill.  For,  notwithftanding 
what  hath  been  faid,  I  cannot  think  our  danger  fo 
remote  or  uncertain,  as  fome  would  fuppofe  it. 
Can  the  King  he  fafe,  as  long  as  thepapifts  know  tJxit 
there  is  nothing  hut  his  life  fiands  in  their  way^  of 
having  a  King  to  their  mind?  which  is  the  only  thing 
they  want^  to  go  on  with  their  defigns  and  to  accom- 
plijh  their  expectations.  Will  it  then  be  an  eafy 
thing  to  wichftand  fuch  an  inraged,  barbarous  peo- 
ple ?  The  more  falfe  and  unreafonable  their  religion 
is,  the  more  cruelty  will  be  neceflary  to  eftablilli  it. 
Can  it  be  imagined  we  fhall  not  pay  feverely,  for 
having  fhed  fo  much  blood  of  their  martyrs,  as 
they  call  them,  and  for  having  enjoyed  their  holy 
church-land  fo  long?  or  that  they  will  not  do  all 
that  they  fhall  think  neceflliry,  to  fecure  an  entire 
and  quiet  pofltffion  to  themlelves?  For  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  imagine  that  the  pride  of  thofe 
church-men  will  be  fatished  with  any  thing  lefs, 
than  an  utter  ruin  and  extirpation  of  us  and  ourpo- 
fterities.  And  I  think  that  nothing  can  fave  us  but 
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this  exclafion-bill  •,    and  therefore  I  humbly  move 
you  to  appoint  a  fpeedy  day  for  a  fecond  reading. 

Refolved,  ^hat  the  faid  bill  he  read  afecond  time^ 
on  Saturday  morning  at  ten  of  the  clock. 

The  6th  of  Novejn her,  1 6 § o. 

A  Bill  to  difable  James^  Duke  of  York,  to  in- 
herit the  imperial  crown  oH  England  and  Ire- 
land^ was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Sir  Richard  Temple  made  feveral  obje6lions  a- 
gainfi:  the  tenour  of  the  bill,  as  not  anfwering  the 
intention  of  the  houfe  ;  fliewing  how  (if  not  alter- 
ed)  it  would  occafion  an  inter-regnum  •,  and  that  the 
claufe  for  limiting  the  exclufion  to  the  perfon  of  the 
Duke  only,  was  not  ^JtW  drawn. 

Sir  LtoihJt  Mr.  Speaker^  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  body 
Jtni'tns.  ^^^^  whole  tenour  of  this  bill  carrieth  with  it  a  great 
refledion  on  the  whole  £;?^/i/??  nation.  For  to  fup- 
pofe  that  one  perfon  is  able  to  turn  us  about  to  po- 
pery, is  to  fuppofe  that  we  are  either  very  impru- 
dent, or  irrefolure,  or  that  we  have  no  great  love  to, 
but  are  rather  very  indifferent  in  our  religion.  And 
if  wc  may  thus  difinherit  the  prefumptive  heir,  not 
only  the  royal  family,  but  the  whole  nation,  will 
be  fubje6l,  by  fuch  a  precedent,  to  many  inconveni- 
encics.  For  by  the  fame  rcafons  the  like  may  be 
done  hereafter  upon  any  other  pretence.  For,  Sir, 
though  we  know  that  this  houfe  is  compofed  of 
perfons,  that  have  a  great  veneration  for  the  Royal 
Family ;  yet  we  know  not  what  may  happen  here- 
after:  But  if  lome  fuch  bill  as  this  muft  pafs,  i 
humbly  conceive  there  is  a  great  neceffityof  naming 
a  fuccc'ffor,  and  not  leave  that  in  difpute,  left  an  in- 
ter-regnuin^  or  civil  war,  happen  thereupon. 
Hrnry-Bwth.  Mr,  Speaker^  Sir,  becaufe  i  am  of  opinion,  that 
nothing  can,  at  this  time,  be  fo  prejudicial    to  the 
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proteftant  intereft,  as  to  be  at  a  Hand,  or  go  back- 
ward  with  this  bill  •,  therefore  I  fhould  be  forry  to 
fee  that  we  fhould  enter  upon  any  debate,  of  clogg- 
ing it  v/ich  any  thing  that  may  occaficn  any  delay. 
There  may  be  more  difficulty    in   agreeing  abouc 
the  provifos  and  declarations,   that  will  be  necefTa- 
ry  in  naming  a  fucceiTor,  than  to  agree  about  the 
bill  itfelf.     And    we   cannot  make  the  law    plain- 
er than  it  is  in   that  cafe.     We  intend  by  this  bill 
nothing  but  an  exclufion  of  James  Duke  of  Tork^ 
as  the  only  expedient  that  can  help  us  in  the  exi- 
gency the  nation  lies  under;    and  it  being  intended 
only  as  an  expedient  in  reference  to  him  only  ;  and 
that  the  bill  fliall  have  nothing  in  it  that  can  relate 
to,  or  prejudice  the  next  of  kin  ;  I  do  not  fee  how 
there  arifeth  from  that,  any   difficulty    more    than 
there  was  before,  as  to  the  fucceffion.     And  there- 
fore. Sir,  let  us  not  confound  the  bill  with  needlefs 
additions.     I  confefs,  Sir,  I  am  one  of  thofe  that 
am  in  pain  until  this  bill  be  paft.     For  the  King 
hath  his  breath  in  his  nofirils,  as  well  as  other  men  ; 
and  although  we  have  all  much  reafon  to  pray  for 
his  long  life,  fo   to   fear  it  too :  And  nothing  can 
tend  fo   much  to  the  fecuring  of  his  life,    as  the 
paffing  of  this   bill  •,  nor  ours  after  his.     For  how 
fhall  we  be  able  to  defend  ourfclves  againft  popery 
without  it?  Therefore  I  humbly  move   you,    that 
we  may  not  fpend  our  time  about  any  fuch  addki- 
ons,  but  commit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  1  have  already  given  you  many  ^f'^'f^ 
reafons  againft  the  bill  itfelf,  but  more  do  offer 
from  the  wording  of  it.  The  excluding  the  Duke 
will  not  give  a  right  to  the  next  heir,  to  take  poiref- 
fion  of  the  crown  while  the  Duke  is  living;  and 
therefore  unlefs  you  name  a  fuccefifor,  it  will  ekher 
prove  ineffeclual,  or  caufe  a  great  difturbance  in  the 
nation,  by  an  inter-regnum.  And,  Sir,  as  this  part 
of  the  bill  is  too  weak,  fo  the  other  is  too  ftrong: 
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For,  as  it  is  now  penned,  it  may  probably  exclude 
all  the  Duke's  children,  at  leaftwife  leave  it  lb, 
as  that  it  may  prove  a  great  queiiion,  which  I 
fuppofe  you  do  not  intend.  Then  he  dated  feveral 
cafes  in  law,  to  prove  what  he  had  (aid  ♦,  and  con- 
cluded, that  it  was  in  order  to  have  it  farther  confi- 
dered  at  a  Cammittee. 

s!ia$  Tituu  Mv.Speaker,  Sir,  I  do  not  fee  how  you  can  name 
a  fucceffor,  unlefs  you  can  in  the  fame  ad  prohibit 
the  Qiieen  from  having  of  children,  the  King  from 
marrying  again,  the  Duke  from  having  of  fons, 
which  would  not  be  more  prepofterous,  than  the 
many  provifo's  which  otherwife  the  acft  v/ould  re- 
quire, to  fecure  fuch  iffue  their  right ;  which  would 
probably  m.ake  the  remedy  worfe  than  the  difeafe. 
And  I  think,  Sir,  that  in  a  cafe  of  this  importance, 
you  will  be  careful  how  you  make  laws,  that  lliaU 
be  liable  to  fo  many  difficulties  and  difputes.  And 
therefore  you  had  better  rely  on  the  old  laws  you 
have,  than  make  new  ones  to  perplex  the  cafe. 
And  1  do  not  fee  how  the  excluding  of  the  Duke 
only  can  any  way  infe6b  the  right  which  his  chil- 
dren may  have  to  the  fucceffion.  And  therefore  I 
think  there  is  no  need  of  naming  a  fuccefibr  •,  but 
let  the  bill  be  committed,  and  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  houfe ;  and  there  it  may  be  farther  debat- 
ed, ifnecedary. 

sirRnjier  jvjr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  tremble  to  hear  fo  muchdif- 
courfe  about  the  King's  death,  and  naming  him  a 
fucccHbr ;  certainly  the  like  was  never  known  in 
any  former  age,  but  rather  it  was  looked  on  as  fo 
diingerous  a  thing  to  be  difcourfed  of,  as  that  none 
durlt  attempt  it,  whatever  the  occafion  were.  Qiieen 
Elizabeth  concluded,  that  the  naming  of  a  fucceffor 
to  the  crown,  would  be  di.p:ging  a  grave  for  her; 
and  therefore  I  hope  we  fhall  never  go  fo  far  as  to 
put  it  into  an  acft.     I  am  for  fnewing  a  great  refpedl: 

for 
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for  the  Duke,  and  his  children ;  but  I  think  we  are 
firft  bound  in  duty  to  the  King  ;  and  therefore  ought 
firll  to  fhew  our  refpedls  to  him.  Some perfons^  in 
my  poor  opinion,  have  fiewed  fo  much  zeal  for  the 
Duke's  inter  eft,  that  1  am  afraid  they  have  forgot  their 
allegiance  to  the  King.  Can  he  ever  be  fafe,  as  long 
as  it  is  the  intereft  of  every  papift  in  England  to  kill 
him?  Which  it  v/ill  be,  as  long  as  there  is  hopes  of 
a  papift  to  fucceed  to  the  throne.  And  therefore  I 
think  we  cannot  anfwer  the  permitting  of  any  delay 
in  an  affair  of  fo  great  importar^e;  and  I  humbly 
move  you,  that  the  bill  may  be  committed,  and 
that  all  may  have  liberty  to  be  concerned  therein,  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houle. 

Refolved,  ^hat  the  hill  he  committed  to  a  comtniitee 
of  the  whole  houfe.  I^hat  it  he  an  inftruElion 
to  the  faid  committee,  that  the  exclufion  in  the 
faid  hill  do  extend  to  the  perfon  of  J  ames  Duke 
of  York  onl"^. 

^hat  this  houfe  do  refclve  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  on  Monday  morning  next,  at  ten 
of  the  clock,  to  proceed  to  the  confi deration  of 
the  faid  hill, 

'The  %th  of  November, 

THE  Houfe  then  refolved  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  to  proceed  in  the  confide- 
ratlon  of  the  bill,  to  difable  James  Duke  of  York,  to 
inherit  the  imperial  crowns  of  England  and  Ireland^ 
and  the  dominions  and  territories  thereunto  belong- 
ing ;  and  after  many  debates  about  feveral  amend- 
ments, and  claufes  to  be  added,  the  bill  was  agreed, 
and  reported  to  the  houfe. 

Refolved,  Thai  the  faid  hill,  with  the  feveral  claufes 
and  amendments^  he  engroffed. 

The 
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The  9/^  of  November,   1680. 

APeticion  from  the  Bayliffs,  Wardens,  and  Af- 
fiflants,    of  the  company   of  filk- weavers, 
was  read. 

Mr.  John        Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  this  petition  branches  it  felf, 
^^jfft'       piyjl^  Againft  the  bil!  that  is  here  afoot,  for  wear- 
ing of  woollen;  Secondly^  Againft  the  importation 
of  foreign  fi Iks  from  i^r^;?«:^;  And  Thirdly,   Againft 
the  Eaft-India  company.     As  to  the  two  firft  par- 
ticulars, I  (hall  defire  leave  to  fpeak  my  mind,  when 
the  bufmefs  comes  to  be  debated  in  the  Committee 
to  which  you  may  think  good  to  refer  it.     But  as  to 
the  third  branch,  againft   the  Eaft-India  company, 
I  defire  to  be  heard  a  little  at  this  time-,  for,  Sir, 
it  will  be  in   vain   for  you  to  fpend  your  time  in 
endeavouring  to  raife  the  price  of  wool,  or  to  ad- 
vantage the  trade  of  the  nation  any  way,  uniefs  you 
do,  in  the  firft  place,  make  fome  regulation  for  the 
Eaft-India  trade.     For  not  only  the  fiik- weavers, 
but  moft  of  the  other  trades  of  this  nation,   are  pre- 
judiced by  the  confiimption  of  goods  manuhidured 
ir^- the  Eaft-India,  and  brought  hither:  For  a  great 
many  of  them  are  not  only   fpent  here,   inftead  of 
our  own  manufaduries,  but  abroad  in  other  parts, 
to  which  we  fend  them.      They  do  us  fuch  pre- 
judice,   as  muft,  in   the  •  end,    be  the  dcftrudion 
of  our  manufadtury  trade,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
if ^ not  looked  after;  and    the  more  likely,  becaufe 
the  people  in  the  India  are  fuch  flaves,  as  to  work 
for  lefs  than  a  penny  a  day ;    whereas  ours   here 
will  not  work  under  a  fniliing ;  and  they  have  all 
materials   alfo  very    reafonable,    and  are   thereby 
enabled  to  make  their  goods  lb  cheap,  as  it  will 
he  impOiTible  for  our  people  here  to  contend  with 
them.     And  therefore,  becaufe  the  laid  trade  hath 
abundantly  increafed  of  late   years,  that  we   may 
5  ^ot 
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not  enrich  the  Indians^  and  impoverifh  our  own 
people,  I  humbly  move  you,  that  this  petition 
may  be  referred  to  fome  Committee  that  may  take 
particular  care  of  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  The  navigation  to  the  Eafi-ur.  John 
India,  being,  by  the  induftry  and  long  experience  ^'*''^^*"> 
of  our  fea-m.en,  rendred  as  lafe  and  fecure  as  to  any 
country  adjacent*,  and  the  trade  increafed  to  a 
great  proportion,  by  fuch  a  dangerous  way  as  the 
exportation  of  our  bullion,  and  importation  of 
abundance  of  manufactured  goods,  and  fuperfluous 
commodities  •,  and  carried  on  by  a  few  men  incor- 
porated, who  have  made  it  their  bufinefs,  by  all 
ways  imaginable,  to  fecure  the  advantages  thereof 
to  themfeives,  and  their  pofterities,  not  permit- 
ing  the  people  in  general  to  come  in  for  any  fliare  ; 
I  humbly  conceive  it  may  not  be  unfeafonable 
to  give  you  a  fhort  fcheme  of  that  trade;  and 
10  make  fome  remarks  as  well  on  the  trade,  as 
the  prefent  management  thereof-,  it  being  fettled 
in  a  company,  by  virtue  of  a  charter  granted 
1657,  and  confirmed  by  his  Majefty,  foon  after  his 
reltauration. 

Sir,  It  is  well  known  what  advantage  redounds  to 
this  nation,  by  the  confumption  of  our  manufadlures 
abroad  and  at  home  ;  and  how  our  fore-fathers  have 
always  difcouraged  fuch  trades  as  tended  to  the  hin- 
drance thereof.  By  the  beft  computation  that  can 
be  made,  we  now  fpend  in  this  kingdom  per  Annum 
to  the  value  of  2  or  300,000/.  worth  of  goods 
manufadured  in  the  Eaft-India :  What  part  thereof 
are  fpent  inftead  of  our  fluff,  ferges,  cheneys,  and  o- 
ther  goods,  I  leave  to  every  man's  judgment,  that 
hath  obferved  how  their  Perfian  filks,  bengalls,  print- 
ed and  painted  calicoes,  and  other  forts  are  ufed  for 
beds,  hanging  of  rooms,  and  veflments  of  all  forte. 
And  thefe  goods  from  the  Iridta,  do  not  only  hinder 
the  expence  of  our  woollen  goods,  by  ferving  in- 
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ftead  of  them  here  •,  but  alfo  by  hindring  the  con- 
famption  of  them  in  other  parts  too,  to  which  we 
export  them  •,  and  by  obftruding  the  cxpence  of 
]inen  and  filks,  which  we  formerly  purchafed  from 
our  neighbour-nations,  in  return  of  our  manufadiures. 
For  when  that  mutual  conveniency  of  taking  off 
their  goods  in  return  of  ours  failed,  it  is  found  by 
experience,  that  our  trade  in  our  manufactures  is 
failed  alfo:  And,  Sir,  this  is  not  only  at  prefent  a 
gi^at,  but  a  growing  hindrance  to  the  expence  of 
our  woollen  goods;  for,  as  it  hath  been  obferved  to 
you,  being  the  Indians  do  work  for  lefs  than  a 
penny  a  day,  and  are  not  without  materials  at  cheap 
rates,  we  may  rather  tremble  to  think,  than  eafily 
calculate,  Vv^hat  this  trade  may  in  time  amount  to  ; 
and  may  conclude,  that  it  muft  certainly  end  in  em- 
ploying and  enriching  the  people  in  the  India^  and 
impoverifliing  of  our  own. 

But,  Sir,  this  is  not  all :  This  trade  is  carried  on 
by  the  exportation  of  5  or  600,000  /.  per  Annum 
in  bullion ;  which  is  ^o  ufeful  a  commodity,  as 
ought  not  to  be  exported  in  fo  great  a  quantity,  ef- 
pecially  feeing  the  exportation  thereof  hath  increafed 
in  fome  years  from  200,000/.  per  Ammm^  to 
600,000/.  per  Annum:  For  it  may  increafe  to  mil- 
lions, to  the  difcouragement  of  the  exportation  of 
the  produ6ls  of  our  country  ;  upon  which  the  main- 
tenance of  tfur  poor,  and  rent  of  land,  depends. 
Whereas  by  the  exportation  of  fo  much  bullion,  no 
immediate  advantage  redounds  to  the  nation  •,  and 
though  it  is  uKially  affirmed,  that  the  trade  brings 
back  to  the  nation  as  much  money  as  it  exports,  yet 
upon  an  inquiry  it  will  be  found  a  miftake.  And  I 
think  every  nation,  but  efpecially  this,  (v/hich  is  fo 
well  ftored  with  other  commodities  for  trade)  ought 
to  be  very  jealous  of  a  trade,  carried  on  by  the 
exportation  of  their  gold  and  filver,  and  to  be 
very  careful  Ivow  to  allow  it,  ic  being  dangerous  to 
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make  that,  which  is  the  (tandard   of  trade,  mer- 

chandife  it  fclf. 

And  as  thefe  objedions  arife  againft  the  trade  it 
fclf,  fo  there  are  others  againft  the  prefent  manage- 
ment, of  which  the  people  do  complain  as  a  great 
grievance  -,  and  I  humbly  conceive,  not  without  good 
caufe.  For  the  equal  diftribution  of  liberties  and 
privileges  among  the  people,  which  is  one  of  the 
excellencies  of  the  government,  is  by  this  company 
highly  infringed,  a  very  few  of  the  people  being 
permitted  to  have  any  fhare  in  this  trade,  though  ic 
be  now  encreafed  to  near  one  quarter  part  of  the 
trade  of  the  nation;  the  company  finding  it  more 
for  their  particular  advantage  to  take  up  from  6  to 
700,000/.  on  a  common  fale,  to  carry  on  their 
trade,  than  to  enlarge  their  ftock  ;  thereby  reaping 
to  themfelves  not  only  the  gains  which  they  make 
on  their  own  money,  but  of  the  treafure  of  the  na- 
tion -,  allowing  to  them  that  lend,  four  or  five  per 
cent,  and  dividing  amongft  themfelves  what  they 
pleafe,  which  nov/ within  thefe  iaft  12  or  15  months, 
hath  been  90  per  cent.  And  upon  an  exadl  enqui- 
ry it  v/ill  be  found,  that  this  ftock  is  fo  ingrofted, 
that  about  ten  or  twelve  men  have  the  abfolute 
management,  and  that  about  forty  divide  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  gains,  which  this  Iaft  year  hath  been 
to  fome  one  man  20,  to  others  10,000/.  apiece. 
So  that  here  is  the  certain  effecft  of  a  monopoly, 
to  enrich  fome  few,  and  impoverifh  many. 

It's  true,  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  buying  and  fell- 
ing fome  fmall  fhares  in  the  ftocks  fometimes,  if 
any  man  will  give  300/.  in  money  for  100 /.  ftock; 
but  this  amounts  to  no  more  than  exchanging  the  in- 
tereft  of  John  Doe  for  Thomas  Roe^  and  can  be  no 
ways  ferviceable  to  bring  in  more  ftock  or  people 
into  the  trade,  and  therefore  not  to  fatisfy  the  com- 
pLiint  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  that  you  may  the  better  apprehend  bow  un- 
reafonabk  it  is,  that  this  great  trade  fhould  be  thus 
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confined  to  the  advantage  of  lb  ftw  perfons,  excJu- 
fiveto  all  others,  under  the  penalty  of  mulcls,  fines, 
feizares,  and  other  extraordinary  proceedings,  I  be- 
feech  you,  Sir,  to  cad  your  thoughts  on  this  great 
body  here  by  you,  and  the  reft  of  the  coi  porations 
of  this  nation,  who  m.oftly  live  by  trade,  and  confider 
hov/  many  thoufands,  if  not  millions,  there  are, 
whofe  lot  providence  hath  caft  on  trade  for  their 
livelihoods ;  and  then,  I  am  apt  to  bf.lieve,  it  will 
appear  very  ftrange  that  fo  great  a  trade  fhouid  be 
fo  limited.  If  three  fuch  charters  more  mould  be 
granted,  what  fhouid  the  major  part  of  the  people 
do  for  maintenance?  Sir,  The  birih-righc  of  every 
Englijhman  is  always  tenderly  confidered  in  this 
place:  By  this  company  the  birth-right  of  many 
thoufands  is  prejudiced,  and  may  well  deferve  a 
ferious  confideration  •,  and  therefore,  and  becaiife 
this  company,  by  having  the  command  of  the  trea- 
fure  of  the  nation,  cannot  be  controlled  by  any  lefs 
power  than  that  of  a  houfe  of  Commons,  this  bu- 
finefs  comes,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  naturally  be- 
fore you. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  one  thing  more  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  trade  worthy  your  confideration  :  The 
great  danger  which  may  rcCult,  as  well  to  private 
perfons  as  to  the  publick,  by  taking  up  fuch  an  im- 
menfe  treafure  on  a  common  fale.  Sir,  we  all  know 
what  happened  fome  years  fince,  by  the  bankers  tak- 
ing up  fuch  great  fums  on  their  private  fales,  how 
it  proved  a  temptation  for  the  committing  of  a  great 
violation  on  the  fubjeds  property,  which  in  all  pro- 
bability preceding  Parliaments  would  have  prevented 
if  they  had  forefeen  •,  though  I  hope  there  is  no  dan- 
ger that  the  like  will  ever  be  done  again;  yet.  Sir, 
you  may  do  well  to  fecure  it,  either  by  making 
fome  vote,  if  not  a  law,  to  prevent  it.  And  I  am 
the  more  forward  to  move  you  herein  -,  becaufe  I 
have  heard,  fmce  I  had  the  honour  to  fic  within  thefe 
v/alisj  that  in  the  late  long  Parliament  there  were 
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Members  who,  by  voting  for  money,  got  fhares  to 
themfelves.  I  have  a  good  opinion  of  rhefe  gentle- 
men that  at  prefent  have  the  management  of  the 
trade,  but  if  a  few  fuch  perfons  as  1  have  mentioned 
Ihould  fucceed  them,  with  the  fame  privilege  that 
thefe  have,  of  taking  up  v^hat  money  they  pleafe 
on  a  common  fale,  to  what  danger  might  the  trea- 
fure  of  this  nation  be  reduced,  and  how  might  ic 
not  be  difpofed  of,  by  dividends,  loans,  or  other 
ways?  The  taking  up  of  fo  vaft  a  treafure  on  a  com- 
mon hk^  mull:  be  attended  with  great  danger-, 
and  therefore  as  well  for  that  as  for  the  other  realbns 
alledged,  I  hope  you  will  take  this  affair  into  your 
fpeedy  confideration,  that  fo  fome  remedies  may  be 
applied  hereto. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  by  the  account  which  hath  been  Mr.  mma, 
given  you  of  ihG  Eqfi-hdia  trade,  I  doubt  not  but  ^'^** 
you  arefenfible,  how  that  it  will  in  time  ruin  a  great 
part  of  the  trade  of  our  manufadures,  if  not  pre- 
vented. The  Eaft- India  Company  have  been  very 
induftrious  to  promote  their  own  trade,  but  therein 
have  given  a  great  blow  to  the  trade  of  the  nation. 

The  Indians  knew  little  of  dying  goods,  or  order- 
ing them,  fo  as  to  be  fit  for  our  European- Market s^ 
until!  the  Company  fent  from  hence  Engli/bmen  to 
teach  them,  which  I  am  afraid  this  nation  will  have 
caufe  to  repent  hereafter.  For  thecheapnefs  of  wages 
and  materials  in  the  Indies  muit  enable  the  Indians 
to  allbrd  their  manuta6lured  goods  cheaper  than  any 
we  can  make  here;  and  therefore  it  is  probable  the 
trade  will  mcreafe  prodigioufly  •,  which  may  be  a 
good  motive  for  you  tg  take  into  your  confideration 
that  part  of  it,  in  which  the  confumption  of  our  ma- 
nufaduTes  is  concerned.  They  have  already  fpoiled 
the  Italian  and  Flanders  trade,  with  their  Silks  and  Ca- 
licoes  ',  now  they  will  endeavour  to  fpoil  the  Turkijh 
trade,  by  bringing  abundance  of  raw  filk  from  the 
.Indies.  So  that  ere  long  wejhall  have  no  need  of  having 
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Jilk  from  Turkey  *,  and  if  not  ^  I  am  fur  e  wejhall  not  he 
able  to  fend  any  cloths  or  other  goods  there.  And  it  can- 
not be  expedted,  that  the  Indians  fhould  grow  weary 
of  exchanging  their  manufadtured  goods  for  our  gold 
and  filver,  nor  the  Company  of  the  great  gains 
they  make  by  their  trade ;  and  therefore  unlefs  pre- 
vented by  your  care,  the  trade  will  go  on  to  your 
prejudice ;  the  company  having  been  induftrious  to 
fecure  themfelves  againft  all  other  attempts,  by  new- 
years-gifts,  imploying  of  fome  men's  money  at  in- 
tereft,  and  getting  others  into  the  company,  and 
then  chufing  them  of  the  committee,  though  they 
underftand  no  more  of  the  trade,  than  I  do  of  phy- 
fick;  alfo  naming  of  fhips  by  great  men's  names 
is  made  ufe  of  for  the  faid  purpofe,  and  oaths 
which  they  impofe  on  all  perfons  they  imploy  in 
any  bufinefs  of  importance,  fo  that  there  is  no  or- 
dinary way  left  to  reach  them.  Therefore,  Sir,  I 
hope  you  will  refer  the  bufinefs  to  fome  committee 
that  may  make  you  a  fpeedy  report. 

Refolved,  '^hat  the  faid  petition  he  referred  to  the 
grand  comtnit tee  for  trade,  and  they  are  to  pro- 
ceed upon  the  fame  in  the  firfi  place,  and  they 
are  then  likewife  to  confider  of  the  prefent  flate 
of  the  Eaft- India  company y  and  to  report  the 
fame,  with  their  opinions  thereon,   to  the  houfe. 

The  loth  of  November,  1680. 

HisMajefty's  meflage  to  the  houfe  was  read. 

<  T  T  I  S  Majefty  defires  this  houfe,  as  well  for 

*  Jl  X  ^^  fatisiadion  of  his  people,  as  of  himfelf, 
'  to  expedite  fuch  matters  as  are  depending  before 

*  them,     relating  to  popery   and   the   plot  •,    and 
'  would  have  them  reft  allured,    that  all  remedies 

*  they  can  tender  to  his  Majefty,  conducing  to  thefe 

*  ends,  fliali  be  very  acceptable  to  him,  provided 

5  •  '  they 
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*  they  be  fuch  as  may  confill  with  preferving  the 

*  fuccefTion  of  the  crown  in  its  legal  courfe  ot  de- 
<  fcent. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  look  on  all  his  Majefty's  Hrz/v'Soo^A, 
fpeeches  to  ParliamentF,  and  meflages  to  this  houfe, 
to  be  adts  of  ftate,   and  the  refults  of  ferious  coun- 
cils ;  and  therefore  the  more  deferving  our  confide- 
ration  *,    but  alfo  I  think  we  may  in  fome  refpeds 
look  on  them  as  we  do  on  letters  patents,    or  other 
grants  in  the  King's  nanre ;  if  in  them  there  be  any 
thing  againft  law,    the  lawyer  or  Officer  that  drew 
them  is  anfwerable  for  it.     So  if  his  fpeeches  be 
the  product  of  council,    if  there  be  any  miftake  in 
them,    it  mufl  be  imputed  to  the  council,    and  we 
may  and  ought  to  conclude  the  King  never  faid  it, 
for  he  can  do  no  wrong.     I  cannot,  fir,  but  much, 
admire  what  negledl  of  ours,    as  to  popery  and 
the  plot,    hath  occafioned  this  mefiage.     Hath  not 
moft  of  our  time  been  fpent  about  examination  of 
witnefles  about  the  plot,  and  in  making  infpedions 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  laft  Parliaments  as  to 
their  tranfadlions  about  it,  that  fo  we  may  proceed 
upon  fuch  grounds  as  we  ought  ?  Hath  there  any 
day  paft,  in  which  we  have  not  done  fomething  as 
to  the  plot  and   popery,    befidcs   what   wc   have 
done  about  the  Duke's  bill  ?  IFhich  alone  ii  fii^clent 
froof  of  our  endeavours  to  difcover  the  plot  and  po- 
pery^  hecaufe  it  plainly  appears  that  all  the  plot  centers 
in  him,    and  that  zve  can  never  prevent  popery^   hut 
hy  preventing  that  power  to  rule,   which  is  derived 
from  a  popijh  fuccejfor,   and  the  having  of  a  ppiJJ^ 
King,     It  is  true,  we  have  fpent  fome  time  alfo,"  in 
afferdng  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  the 
King  for  Parliaments,  or  other  grievances  j  but  I 
do  not  take  that  to  be  fo  remote  to  this  affair  ; 
for  can  the  plot  ever  be  fearched  to  the  bottom,  or 
popery  prevented,  as  our  cafe  ftands,  but  by  Par- 
liaments? And  feeing  there  were  fo  many  proroga- 
VoL.  I,  B  b  tions 
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that  may  ferve  to  gull   the  people,  if  they  fhould 
procure  a  diffolution.     But  I  hope  his  Majefty  will 
not  hearken  to  fuch  advice  •,  in  order  to  prevent  it, 
let  us,  until  we  have  an  opportunity  to  exprefs  our 
duty  to  him  by  aclions,  do  it  by  words,  to  fatisfy 
him,  that  we  have  fpent  moft  of  our  time  in  exa- 
mining the  plot,  and  in  contriving  how  to  fecure 
his  perfon  and  government  againft  the  dangers  arif- 
ing  from  popery  •,  and  to  afTure  him,  that  we  will 
lofe  no  time  till  we  have  done   what  lies  in  our 
power  in   order  thereto;  and  that  we  may   withal 
give  fome  farther  inftance   of  our  endeavours,  let 
us  vote  that  we  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  tri- 
al of  my  Lord  Vifcon?2t  Stafford, 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I   am  well  content  to  und^r- 
iland  that  part  of  the  fpeech,  which  recommends 
to  us  a  fpeedy  examination  of  the  plot,  to  proceed 
from  his  Majefty's  goodnefs,  on  a  fuppofition  that 
he  is  now  more  fenfible  than  ever,  of  the  danger 
his  perfon  and  government  is  in  by  papifts.     And 
I  hope  it  is  from  that,  and  not  from  any  other  rea- 
fon,    that  he   hath  been    pleafed  to  fend    us  this 
mefiuige  fo  foon   after  his  fpeech,  nbtwithftanding 
Dur  endeavours  as  to  the  plot  and   popery.     But, 
Sir,  what  I  am  moft  concerned  at,  is  the  latter  part 
of  the  fpeech,  that  about  the  fuccelTion  ;  for  it  looks 
like  the  difficulty  that  was  put  upon  the  Ifraelites, 
of  making  bricks  without  ft  raw.     For  feeing  all  the 
difcoveries  about  the  plot  make  it  clearly  out ^  that  it  all 
centers  in  the  Duke  of  York,  and  that  all  their  hopes 
is  derived  from  a  popifto  fucceffor^  and  expectation  of  a 
popifh  King,  how  can  we  do  any  thing  that  can  be  ef- 
feulual  in  pur  fiance  of  the  fir  ft  part  of  that  propofition^ 
without  contradicling  the  latter^  it  being  impojfible  to  fe- 
cure  the  proteftant  religion  under  fuch   U?nitations? 
However,  Sir,  I   hope  that  none  of  thefe  things 
will  put  the  houfc  out  of  that  temper  and  modera- 
tion which  becomes  this  place ;  for  I  hope  that  at 
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JafthisMajefty  will  either  convince  us,  or  to  bead  vifed 
by  us,  that  fo  we  may  come  to  a  fair  underftanding, 
and  this  fefTion  have  a  happy  conclufion.  Let  us  be 
careful  not  to  give  our  enemies  any  jufl  advantage 
to  mifreprefent  us  :  And  then  I  hope  all  will  do  well 
at  laft,  maugre  all  the  endeavours  of  our  back 
friends.  That  we  do  vote  that  we  will  proceed  to 
trial  of  fome  of  the  Lords,  and  appoint  a  Commit- 
tee to  draw  up  an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  this  meflagCj 
upon  the  debate  of  the  houfe,  is,  I  conceive,  what 
is  neceffary  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  his  Majefty's  mefTage  is  ^SiUsTitus* 
tacit  reprehenfion  of  this  houfe,  for  not  having  done 
their  duty  as  to  the  plot  and  popery.  And  as  well 
by  this  mefTage,  as  by  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 
the  feflion,  he  doth  now  feem  much  concerned,  that 
the  examination  of  the  Plot,  and  the  fecuring  of 
the  nation  againft  the  danger  of  popery,  hath  been 
fo  long  deferred  \  for  my  part  I  think  he  hath  a  great 
deal  of  reafon  for  what  he  faith,  and  I  am  glad  to 
hear  it.  For  I  hope  he  is  now  truly  fenfible  what 
ftrange  advice  he  followed  in  diflbiving  the  laft 
Parliaments,  and  fo  often  proroguing  this  j  and  that 
he  will  now  permit  the  Parliament  to  fit,  until  they 
have  done  their  duty  in  that  particular.  But,  Sir, 
though  his  Majefty  may  now  be  very  fenfible  of  the 
mifcarriages  there  have  been  in  the  management  of 
this  bufinefs  already,  yet  I  think  we  may  not  do  a- 
mifs  (feeing  his  Majefty  hath  given  us  this  occafion) 
to  particularife  to  him,  how  the  examination  of  the 
plot,  and  the  fecuring  us  againft  popery,  hath  been 
prevented.  Sir,  was  not  the  late  long  Parliament, 
after  the  plot  broke  out,  in  a  fair  way  to  have  tried 
the  Lords,  and  to  have  examined  the  plot  to  the 
bottom?  And  did  not  the  diflblution  of  them  fruf- 
trate  all  their  proceedings?  Did  not  the  next  Parlia- 
ment fall  upon  the  fame  fubjedl,  and  were  they  not 
advanced  very  far  towards  it?  And  did  not  the  pro- 
B  b  3  rogation 
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that  may  ferve  to  gull   the  people,  if  they  fhould 
procure  a  diffolution.     But  I  hope  his  Majefty  will 
not  hearken  to  fuch  advice  •,  in  order  to  prevent  it, 
let  us,  until  we  have  an  opportunity  to  exprefs  our 
duty  to  him  by  aclions,  do  it  by  words,  to  fatisfy 
him,  that  we  have  fpent  moft  of  our  time  in  exa- 
mining the  plot,  and  in  contriving  how  to  fecure 
his  pcrfon  and  government  againft  the  dangers  arif- 
ing  from  popery ;  and  to  affure  him,  that  we  will 
lole  no  time  till  we  have  done   what  lies  in  our 
power  in   order  thereto;  and  that  we  may   withal 
give  fome  farther  inftance   of  our  endeavours,  let 
us  vote  that  we  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  tri- 
al of  my  Lord  Vifc  on  nt  St  afford, 

Harh^d,        ^^-  ^P^^^^^^-f  Sir,  I   am  well  content  to  und^r- 
ftand  that  part  of  the   fpeech,  which  recommends 
to  us  a  fpeedy  examination  of  the  plot,  to  proceed 
from  his  Majefty's  goodnefs,  on  a  fuppofition  that 
he  is  now  more  fenfible  than  ever,  of  the  danger 
his  perfon  and  government  is  in  by  papifts.     And 
I  hope  it  is  from  that,  and  not  from  any  other  rea- 
fon,    that  he   hath  been    pleafed  to  fend    us  this 
mefTage  fo  foon   after   his  fpeech,  n6twithftanding 
our  endeavours  as  to  the  plot  and   popery.     But, 
Sir,  what  I  am  moft  concerned  at,  is  the  latter  part 
of  the  fpeech,  that  about  the  fucceffion  ;  for  it  looks 
like  the  difficuky  that  was  put  upon  the  Ifraelites^ 
of  making  bricks  without  Jl raw.     For  feeing  all  the 
di/coveries  about  the  plot  make  it  clearly  out^  that  it  all 
centers  in  the  Duke  of  York,  and  that  all  their  hopes 
is  derived  frofn  a  pofifh  fucceffor^  and  expe5lation  of  a 
popifh  King,  how  can  we  do  any  thing  that  can  he  ef- 
feolual  inpurfuance  of  the  firfi  part  of  that  prop ofition^ 
without  contradicting  the  latter^  it  being  impoffible  to  fe- 
cure the proteflant  religion  under  fuch   U?nit aliens? 
However,  Sir,  I   hope  that  none  of  thefe  things 
will  put  the  houfe  out  of  that  temper  and  modera- 
tion which  becomes  this  place ;  for  I  hope  that  at 
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JafthisMajefty  will  either  convince  us,  or  to  bead  vifed 
by  us,  that  fo  we  may  come  to  a  fair  underftanding, 
and  this  feffion  have  a  happy  conclufion.  Let  us  be 
careful  not  to  give  our  enemies  any  juft  advantage 
to  mifreprefent  us :  And  then  I  hope  all  will  do  well 
at  laft,  maugre  all  the  endeavours  of  our  back 
friends.  That  we  do  vote  that  we  will  proceed  to 
trial  of  fome  of  the  Lords,  and  appoint  a  Commit- 
tee to  draw  up  an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  this  melTage, 
upon  the  debate  of  the  houfe,  is,  I  conceive,  what 
is  necefTary  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  his  Majefty's  mefTage  is  zSiUsTituu 
tacit  reprehenfion  of  this  houfe,  for  not  having  done 
their  duty  as  to  the  plot  and  popery.  And  as  v/ell 
by  this  meflfage,  as  by  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 
the  feffion,  he  doth  now  feem  much  concerned,  that 
the  examination  of  the  Plot,  and  the  fecuring  of 
the  nation  againft  the  danger  of  popery,  hath  been 
fo  long  deferred  -,  for  my  part  I  think  he  hath  a  great 
deal  of  reafon  for  what  he  faith,  and  I  am  glad  to 
hear  it.  For  I  hope  he  is  now  truly  fenfible  what 
ftrange  advice  he  followed  in  diffoiving  the  laft 
Parliaments,  and  fo  often  proroguing  this  j  and  that 
he  will  now  permit  the  Parliament  to  fit,  until  they 
have  done  their  duty  in  that  particular.  Bat,  Sir, 
though  his  Majefty  may  now  be  very  fenfible  of  the 
mifcarriages  there  have  been  in  the  management  of 
this  bufinefs  already,  yet  I  think  we  may  not  do  a- 
mifs  (feeing  his  Majefty  hath  given  us  this  occafion) 
to  particularife  to  him,  how  the  examination  of  the 
plot,  and  the  fecuring  us  againft  popery,  hath  been 
prevented.  Sir,  was  not  the  late  long  Parliament, 
after  the  plot  broke  out,  in  a  fair  way  to  have  tried 
the  Lords,  and  to  have  examined  the  plot  to  the 
bottom?  And  did  not  the  diftblution  of  them  fruf- 
trate  all  their  proceedings?  Did  not  the  next  Parlia- 
ment fall  upon  the  fame  fubjedl,  and  were  they  not 
advanced  very  far  towards  it?  And  did  not  the  pro- 
B  b  3  rogation 
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rogation  and  difiblution  come,  and  make  all  void  ? 
Hath  this  Parliament,  though  called  to  meet  the 
17th  of  O^oher  was  twelve  months,  ever  fat  till 
now  ?  And  have  they  not  ever  fince  their  meeting 
employed  moll:  of  their  time  about  the  plot  and 
popery  ?  And  can  there  lie  any  juft  complaints  a- 
gainft  us?  The  truth  is,  Sir,  it  is  plain  to  me,  that 
if  this  meffage  proceeds  from  his  Majefty's  own 
judgment,  as  I  hope  it  doth  *,  (for  how  can  it  be 
prefumed  that  his  Majefty  fhould  not  fee  how  we 
proceed  againft  the  plot  and  popery  as  well  as  every 
body  t\k^)  or  if  it  proceed  from  fuch  counfel,  as  do 
really  intend  wefhould  do  fomething  againif  popery, 
then  we  may  be  permitted  to  fit  until  we  have  done 
fomething  for  the  fecurity  of  our  religion,  and  good 
of  our  country  •,  but  on  the  other  fide,  if  this  mef- 
fage  do  proceed  from  the  fame  counfel  that  advifed 
the  diffolutions  of  the  laft  Parliaments,  and  many 
prorogations  of  this,  then  we  may  take  it  as  a  clear 
difcovery,  that  there  are  perfons  at  work  to  reprefent 
us  ill  rothe  King,  and  to  find  fome  pretence  for  our 
diffolution,  as  may  pafs  with  the  people ;  and  fuch 
I  take  to  be  enemies  both  to  the  King  and  Kingdom, 
and  therefore  hope  you  will  take  a  time  to  find  them 
out,  and  proceed  againfl  them  as  they  deferve.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  fecond  the  motion  that  hath  been 
made,  for  a  Committee  to  draw  up  an  anfwer  to  this 
addref^,  and  for  making  a  vote  in  order  to  try  my 
Lord  Stafford. 

s-.r  Trench  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  though  I  know  that  we  are 
innMpcn,  ^^^q^.  ^^  obligation  from  duty  to  make  a  good  con- 
fl:ru(51ion  of  all  his  Majefty's  fpeeches  and  meflages 
to  this  houfe,  yet  becaufe  they  generally  do  proceed 
from  fome  advice  and  counfel  taken  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  therefore,  I  think,  we  may  without  offence, 
when  any  thing  is  irreconcileable  in  them,  attribute 
it  to  the  minifters  •,  though  all  that  which  is  good, 
and  agreeable  to  that  wifdom  and  prudence  which  is 

inherent 
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inherent  in  his  Majefty,  ought  to  be  attributed  to 
himfelf  •,  and,  as  the   cafe  ftands  with  us,  I  think 
only  from  him  can  it  proceed.     What  is  laid  in  this 
meflage,  that  neither  his  Majefty  nor  the  people  can 
be  fatisfied,  'unlefs  we  expedite  fuch  matters  as  relate 
to  the  plot,  I  believe  it  proceeds  from  his  Majeily^s 
own  genius,  it  being  fo  agreeable  to  that  Jove  which 
he  hath  always  profelTed  for  the  proteflant  religion  ; 
but  that  tacit  imputation  that  we  have  negledted  the 
examination  of  the  plot,  and   proceedings  againft 
popery,  appears  to  me  like  a  kind  of  infatuation  ia 
thofe  minifters  that  advifed  it.     For,  Sir,  is  there 
any  thing  more  obvious,  than  that  this  Parliament 
havefpent  mod  of  their  time  in  matters  relating  to 
the  plot  and  popery,  and  to  make  fuch  laws  as  may 
prevent  the  coming  in  of  popery  upon  us?  And 
did  not  both  the  laft  Parliaments  do  the  fame,  from 
the  time  the  plot   broke  out  ?  And  if  I  may  take 
the  liberty  to  prophefy,  I  am  apt^ to  think,  that  the 
next,  and  the  next,  will  proceed  in  the  fame  fteps, 
until  fuch  laws  be  made  as  are  precifely  neceffary 
for  the  hindring  of  popery  from  coming  in  upon 
us :  And  I  pray  God  it  may  not  be  a  caufe  v/hy  we 
fhall  have  no  Parliaments  to  fit  and  ad  for  a  while. 
But,  Sir,  as  this  is  plain,  fo  to  our  grief  it  is,  that 
there  are  thofe  about  the  King  in  great  power,  that 
are  againft  the  examination  of  the  plot  to  the  bottom, 
or  making  laws  againft  popery.     Hath  not  this  ap- 
peared by  the  great  endeavours  that  have  been  ufed 
to  ftifle  the  plot ;  the  menacing  and  difcouraging  of 
the  true  witnefTes,  and  fetting  up  and  encouraging 
of  falfe  ones?  I  mean,  by  the  great  power  that  ac- 
companied thofe  endeavours  -,  but  above  all,  by  the 
great  authority  and  intereft,  which  that  party  have 
Ihewed  in  the  diflfolution  of  the  laft  two  Parliaments, 
Cthough  as  to  the  firft  I  heartily  forgive  them)  and 
the  many  prorogations  of  this.     And  muft  they  now, 
after  they  have  flopped  or  f mothered  all  proceedings  that 
tended  to  dejlroy  popery^  for  above  two  year  s^  find  fault 
B  b  4  that 
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that  we  have  not  brought  all  to  perfe5fion  in  tmo  weeks  ? 
Sir,  this  looks  like  fuch  a  profound  piece  of  policy, 
as  that  of  killing  juftice   Godfrey,     But  I  am  not 
forry  that  their  politicks  run  lb  low.     Such  a  pre- 
tence as  this  can  only  pafs  with  perfony  that  have  a 
iTiind  to  be  deceived.     I  will  never  doubt  the  pru- 
dence of  the  major  part  of  the  nation  in  this  parti- 
cular,   v/ho  know  that  the  non-profecution  of  the 
plot,  is  the  great  grievance  which  the  nation  groans 
under  ;  and  the  making  of  fuch  laws  as  may  fecure 
us  again  ft  popery,  the  greateft  reafon  they  have  fo 
longed  for  a  Parliament,  and  adventured  fo  much, 
as  iome  did,  in  petitioning  for  one.     And,  Sir,  I 
t  i  kj  that  accordingly  this  houfe  have  not  been 
wanting  to  do  their  duty  therein  •,  and  therefore  do 
believe  that  fuch  reprefentations  to  his  Majefty,  are 
made  by  fuch  as  aim  at  the  deftru6lion  of  Parlia- 
ments and  bringing  in  of  popery.     But  the  better 
to  prevent  their  taking  any  fuch  advantage  for  the 
future,  I  could  wifli  that  we  may  not  fpend  more 
mornings  about  Irijh  cattle,  nor  Eaft- India  trade, 
until  the  bufinefs  of  the  plot  and  popery  be  more 
off  our  hands.     But  in  order   to   fatisfy  his  Ma- 
jelty  of  our  obedience  to   his  commands,  I  agree 
both  for  the   Committee,  and  trial  of  the   Lord 
Stafford, 

Refolved,  I'hat  a  Committee  he  appointed^  to  draw 
up  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  upon  the  de- 
late of  the  houfe  ^  inanfwer  to  his  Ma jeftf  t  gra- 
cious meffage, 

Refolved,  ^at  this  houfe  will  proceed  in  the  profe^ 
cution  of  the  Lords  in  the  tower ^  and  will  forth- 
mth  begin  with  William  Vifcount  Stafford, 


ne 
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The  nth  ^November,   1680.' 

SI R  William  Jones  reports  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
upon  the  debate  of  the  houfc,  in  anfwer  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  gracious  meffage  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterward  delivered  the  fame  at  the  clerks  table ; 
where  being  read  again,  was  upon  the  queftion 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

The  addrefs  to  his  Majejiy  from  the  Commons, 

May  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  MajeJly^ 

WE  your  Majefty 's  moft  loyal  and  obedient 
fubjcds,    the  Commons  in  this  prefent  Par- 
liament affembled,  having  taken  into  our  moft  fe- 
rious  confideration  your  Majefty's  gracious  meffage, 
brought  unto  us  the  ninth  day  of  this  inftant  No- 
vember y  by  Mr.  Secretary  7^«^f«j,  do  with  all  thank- 
fulnefs  acknowledge  your  Majefty's  care  and  good- 
nefs,  in  inviting  us  to  expedite  fuch  matters  as  are 
depending  before    us  relating  tt)  popery  and  the 
plot.     And  we  do,    in  all  humility,   reprefent  to 
your  Majefty,  that  we  are  fully  convinced,  that  k 
is  highly  incumbent  upon  us,  in  difcharge  both  of 
our  duty  to  your  Majefty,    and  of  that  great  truft 
repofed   in  us  by  thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  to  en- 
deavour,   by  the  moft  fpeedy  and  cffedual  ways, 
iht  fupprejfion  of  popery  within  this  your  kingdom, 
and  the  bringing  to  publick  juftice  all  fuch  as  fhall 
be   found  guilty  of  the  horrid  and  damnable  popijh 
plot.     And  though  the  time  of  our  fitting  (abating 
what  muft  neceffarily  be  fpent  in  the  chufing  and 
prefenting  a  Speaker,  appointing  grand  committees, 
and  in  taking  the  oaths  and  tefts  enjoined  by  a6t  of 
Parliament)  hath  not  much  exceeded  a  fortnight, 
ytt  we  have  in  this  nme  not  only  made  a  confide- 
rable  progrefs  in  fome  things  which  to  us  feem,  and 

(when 
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(when  prefented  to  your  Majefty  in  a  parliamentary 
way)  will,  we  truft,  appear  to  your  Majefty  to  be 
abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  fafety  of  your  Majefty's 
perfon,  the  efFe6lual  luppreffion  of  popery,  and  the 
fcurity  of  the  religion,    lives,    and  eftates  of  your 
Majefty's  proteftant  fubjects :  But  even  in  relation  to 
the  trials  of  the  five  Lords  impeached  in  Parliament 
for  the  execrable  popifli  plot,  we  have  fo  far  pro- 
ceeded, as  we  doubt  not   but  in  a  (hort  time  we 
fhall  be  ready  for  the  fame.     But  we  cannot  (with- 
out being  unfaithful  to   your  Majefty,    and  to  our 
country,    by  whom  we  are  intmjfted)  omit,    upon 
this  occafion,    humbly   to    inform    your  Majefty, 
That  our  difficulties,  even   as   to  thefe  trials,  are 
much  increafed  by  die  evil  and  deftrudive  counfels 
ofthofe  perfons  who  advifed  your  Majefty,    firft  to 
the  prorogation,  and  then  to  the  diflblution  of  the 
laft  Parliament,  at  a  time  when  the  Commons  had 
taken  great   pains  about,    and  were  prepared  for 
thofe  trials.      And  by  the  like  pernicious  counfels 
of  thofe  who  advifed    the  many  and    long   proro- 
gations of  the  prcfent  Parliament,    before  the  fame 
was  permitted  to  fit ;  whereby  fome  of  the  evidence 
which  was  prepared  in  the  laft   Parliament,    may 
poflibly  (during  fo  great  an  interval)  be  forgotten  or 
loft  •,  and  fome  perfons,  who  might  probably  have 
come  in  as  witnefles,    are  either  dead,    have  been 
taken  off,  or  may  have  been  difcouraged  from  giv- 
ing their  evidence.      But  of  one  mifchievous  confe- 
quencc  ofthofe  dangerous  and  unhappy  counfels,  we 
are  certainly  and  fadly  fenfible,    namely,    that  the 
teftimony  of  a  material  witnefs  againft  every  one 
of  thofe  five  Lords,  (and  who  could  probably  have 
difcovered,  and  brought   in  much  other  evidence 
about  the  plot  in  general,  and  thofe  Lords  in  parti- 
cular) cannot  now  be  given  viva  voce  ;  for  as  much 
as  that  witnefs  is  unfortunately  dead,  between  the 
calling  and  the  fitting  of  this  Parliament.     To  pre* 
vent  the  like^  or  greater  inconveniencies  for  the  fu- 
5  ^^^^i 
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ture,  we  make  it  our  moft  humble  requeft  to  your 
molt  excellent  Majefty,  that,  as  you  tender  the 
fafety  of  your  royal  perfon,  the  fecurity  of  your  loyal 
fubje6ls,  and  the  prefer vation  of  the  true  proteftanc 
religion,  you  will  not  fufter  yourfelf  to  be  prevailed 
upon  by  the  like  counfels,  to  do  any  thing  which 
may  occafion,  in  confequence,  (though  we  areaiTur- 
ed  never  with  your  Majefty's  intention^  either  the 
deferring  of  a  full  and  perfedl  difcovery  and  exa- 
mination of  this  moft  wicked  and  deteftable  plot,  or 
the  preventing  the  confpirators  therein  from  being 
brought  to  fpeedy  and  exemplary  jufticeand  punifti- 
ment.  And  we  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty  to 
reft  affured,  (notwithftanding  any  fuggeftions  which 
rnay  be  made  by  perfons,  vvho,  for  their  own  wick- 
ed purpofes,  contrive  to  create  a  diftruft  in  your 
Majefty  of  your  people,)  that  nothing  is  more  in 
the  defires,  and  Ihall  be  more  the  endeavours  of  us, 
your  faithful  and  loyal  Commons,  tharwhe  promot- 
ing and  advancing  of  your  Majefty's  true  happinefs 
and  grcatnefs. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  hope  this  addrefs  ftill  fatisfy  ctorgi 
his  Majefty,  that  this  houfe  hath  not  been  negligent  ^"''"^« 
in  the  profecution  of  the  plot  and  popery,  and  chat 
it  will  create  in  his  Majefty  a  good  opinion  of  our 
proceedings,  that  fo  we  may  not  meet  with  any  in- 
terruption in  the  perfedling  of  thofe  bills  which  are 
necelTary  for  the  good  of  the  King  and  kingdom, 
and  may  have  the  glory  of  having  been  inftrumental 
in  accompliftiing  that  fecurity  which  the  nation  fo 
much  defires  in  point  of  religion,  and  in  making 
his  Majefty's  government  not  only  more  eafy  to 
him,  but  fo  formidable,  as  that  he  may  become  a 
terror  to  his  enemies,  and  in  a  capacity  to  give  af- 
fiftance  to  his  friends  both  at  home  and  abroad  ; 
and,  if  poflible,  fo  reconcile  all  divifions,  as  that 
there  may  be  no  diftindion  but  of  papifts  and  pro- 
teftants,  nor  of  that  neither,  if  there  could  be  a  way 

found 
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found  out  to  prevent  it.  For  I  know  this  houfe 
wants  nothing  but  opportiinity  to  exprefs  their  loyal- 
ty to  the  King,  and  iove  to  the  proteftant  religion, 
and  their  country  ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  all  our 
endeavours  will  prove  ineffeflual,  unlefs  we  can  re- 
move from  his  Majefty  all  counfellors  that  advife 
him  in  favour  of  the  popifh  intereft,  and  fuch  as  in- 
fluence him  in  favour  of  that  party.  I  do  not  mean 
little  ones,  but  fuch  as  by  experience  we  had  found, 
"have  in  the  time  of  our  greateft  danger  exercifed  a 
kind  of  uncontrolable  power.  The  witneffes  which 
you  have  heard  this  day  at  the  bar,  as  to  the  wicked 
plot  of  the  papifts  in  Ireland,  and  in  what  a  dan- 
gerous condition  the  poor  proteftants  are  there,  how 
exceeded  in  numbers  by  their  enemies,  and  deferted 
by  their  friends,  added  to  the  evidence  we  have  of 
the  plot  in  England,  hath  given  to  me  a  new  pro- 
fped:  of  the  deplorable  condition  we  are  in  •,  and 
therefore,  although  it  be  a  little  late  in  the  day,  fee- 
ing here  is  a  full  houfe,  and  of  fuch  perfons  as  I 
believe  will  never  think  any  thing  too  much,  that 
13  To  nccelTary  for  the  good  of  their  King  and  coun- 
try ;  1  hope  you  will  not  think  itunfeafonable,  that 
I  ihould  now  move  you,  that  the  ingroffed  bill,  for 
difinheriting  James  Duke  of  Tork^  be  read. 

ne  bill  amended  as  the  houfe  had  ordered  was 
read^  Intituled,  An  aB  for  feciiring  of  the 
protejlant  religion^  by  di fabling  James  Duke 
of  York  to  inherit  the  imperial  crown  of 
England  andlrchnd^  and  the  dominions  and 
territories  thereunto  belongijig. 

<  WJ  H  E  R  E  A  S  James  Duke  of  York  is  no- 
t  VV  torioufly  known  to  have  been  perverted 
«  from  the  proteftant  to  the  popifh  religion  *,  where- 
«  by  not  only  great  encouragement  hath  been  given 
t  to  the  popiQi  party  to  enter  into,  and  carry  on 
5  *  moft 
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moft  devilifh  and  horrid  plots  and  confpiracies,  for 
the  deftrudion  of  his  Majefty's  facred  perfon  and 
government,  and  for  the  extirpation  of  the  true 
proteftant  religion:    But  alfo,    if  the  faid  Duke 
fhould  fucceed  to  the  Imperial  crown  of  this  realm, 
nothing  is  more  manifeft,  than  that  a  total  change 
of  religion  within  thefe  kingdoms  would  enfue. 
For  the  prevention  whereof.  Be  it  enadled  by  the 
King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by,  and  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  the  Commons  in  this  prefent  Parlia- 
ment affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame. 
That  the  faid  James  Duke  diTork  fhall  be,  and 
is,  by  the  authority  of  this  prefent  Parliament,  ex- 
cluded, and  made  for  ever  uncapable  to  inherit, 
poflefs,  or  enjoy  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm, 
and  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland^  and  the  docni- 
nions  and  territories  to  them,  or  either  of  them, 
belonging ;    or  to  have,  exercife,  or  enjoy  any 
dominion,  power,  jurifdidtion  or  authority  in  the 
fame  kingdoms,  dominions,  or  any  of  them. 
*  And  he  it  farther  ena5fed^  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid.  That  if  the  faid  James  Duke  of  l^ork  fhall 
at  any  time  hereafter,  challenge,  claim,  orattem.pt 
to  poffefs,  or  enjoy,  or  fhall  take  upon  him  to  ufe 
or  exercife  any  dominion,  power,  or  authority,  or 
jurifdiflion,  within  the  faid  kingdoms,  or  domini- 
ons, or  any  of  them,  as  King,  or  chief  magiftrate  of 
the  fame  ;  That  then  he  the  faid  Jam£S  Duke  of  Torky 
for  every  fuch  offence,  fhall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  o'^ Higb'Treafon  -,  and  fliall  fufferthe  pains,pe- 
nalties,  and  forfeitures,  2^%\nc?iko^  High-Treafon, 
And  farther^  That  if  ajiy  perfon  or  perfons  what- 
foever,  fhall  afTift,  or  maintain,  abet,  or  willing- 
ly adhere  unto  the  faid  James  DukeofT^r^,  \n 
fuch  challenge,   claim,    or  attempt,    or  fhall  of 
themfelves  attempt,  or  endeavour  to  put  or  bring 
the  faid  James  Duke  of  Tork^  into  the  pofTefHon, 
or  exercife  of  any  regal  power,  jurifdidion,  or 

*  authority. 
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*  authority,    within  the  Ir^ngdoms  and  dominions 

<  aforefaid,  or  (hall  by  w'f  ing,   or  preaching,  ad- 
«  vifedly  publifh,    maintain  or  declare,    Th:.t  he 

<  hath  any  right,    title,  or  authority,  to  the  office 

*  of  King,    or  chief  magiftrat-e,  of  the  kingdoms 
«  ar^  dominions  atbrefaid  •,  that  then  every   fuch 

<  perfon  fhall   be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of 

*  High  Treafon\  and  that  he  fuffer  and  undergo  the 

*  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  aforefaid. 

*  And  he  it  farther  ena5fed^  by  the  authority  afore- 

*  faid,    That  he,    the  faid  James  Duke   of  Tork^ 

*  fhall  not  at  any  time,  from  and  after  the  fifth  of 

*  November  i62>Q,  return,  or  come  into,  or  within 
«  any  of  the  kingdoms  or  dominions  aforefaid ;  other- 

<  wife  he,  the  faid  Jaines  Duke  of  Tork,  fhall  be 

*  deemed   and  adjudged  guilty  of  High-Treafon  ; 

*  and  fhall  fuffer  the  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 

*  as  in  cafe  of  High  Treafon  :  And  farther.  That  if 

*  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever  fhall  be  aiding  or 

*  afTifling  unto  fuch  return  of  the  faid  James  Duke 

*  of  Tor k,    that  then  every    fuch  perfon   fliall   be 

*  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  High-'Treafon  ; 
«  and  fhall  fuffer  as  in  cafes  of  High-'Treafon. 

*  And  he  it  farther  enaEled^  by  the  authority  afore- 

*  faid.  That  he,  the  faid  James  Duke  o^Tork^  or  any 

<  other  perfon,  being  guilty  of  any  of  the  treafons 

<  aforefaid,  fhall  not  be  capable  of,  or  receive 
'  benefit  by  any  pardon,  otherwife  than  by  acfl  of 
'  Parliament,    wherein  they  fhall   be  particularly 

*  named  *,   and  that  no  Noli  Frofequi^  or  order  for 

*  flay  of  proceedings,  fhall  be  received  or  allowed 

*  in,  or  upon  any  indidlment,  for  any  of  the  offen- 

*  ces  mentioned  in  this  adl. 

*  And  he  it  farther  ena^ed  and  declared^  and  it  is 

*  hereby  enaded   and  declared.    That  it  fhall  and 

*  may  be  lawful  to,  and  for  any  magiftrates,  officers, 
'  and  other  fubjeds  whatfoever  of  thefe  kingdoms 

*  and  dominions  aforefaid  •,  and  they  are  hereby  en- 

*  joined  and  required  to  apprehend  and  fecure  the 

'  faid 
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«  faid  James  Duke  o'i  Tork^  and  every  other  perfon 
«  offending  in  any  of  the  premiffes ;  and  with  him 
«  or  them,  in  cafe  of  refiftance,  to  fight,  and  him 

*  or  them  by  force  to  fubdue :  For  aJl  which  aflions, 
'  and  for  fo  doing,  they  are,  and  Ihall  be,  by  vir- 

*  tue  of  this  adl,  faved  harmlefs  and  indemnified. 

'  Provided,  and  it  is  hereby  declared.  That  no- 

*  thing  in  this   ad  contained  fhall  be   conftmjed, 

*  deemed,  or  adjudged,  to  difenable  any  other  per- 

*  fon  from  inheriting   and   enjoying  the   imperial 

*  crown  of  the  realms  and  dominions   aforefaid  ; 

*  (other  than  the  faid  James  Duke  of  Tor k,)    Buc 

*  that  in  cafe  the  faid  James  Duke  of  Tork  ihould 
^  furvive  his  now  Majefty,  and  the  heirs  of  his  Ma- 
'  jefty'sbody,  the  faid  imperial  crown  (hall  defcend 
'  to,  and  be  enjoyed  by  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fuc- 

*  cefiforily,  during  the  life  of  the  faid  James  Duke 

*  of  Tork^  as  fhould  have  inherited  and  enjoyed  the 
«  fame,  in  cafe  the  faid  Ja7nes  Duke  of  Tcrk^  were 

*  naturally  dead  •,  any  thing  contained  in  this  a6t  to 

*  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

*  Jnd  be  it  farther  ena^edy  by  the  authority  afore- 

*  faid,  That  during  the  life  of  the  faid  James  Duke 

*  of  York^  this  ad  fhall  be  given  in  charge  at  every 
^  afllzes,  and  general  feflions  of  the  peace  within  the 

*  kingdoms,  dominions  and  territories  aforefaid  ; 
'  and  alfo  fhall  be  openly  read  in  every  Cathedral 

*  Church,  and  Parifh  Church,  and  Chapels,  with- 

*  in  the  aforefaid  kingdoms,  dominions,  and  terri- 
'  tories,  by  the  feveral  refpedtive  parfons,  vicars, 

*  curates,  and  readers  thereof,  who  are  hereby  re- 

*  quired,  immediately  after  divine  fervice  in  the 
^  forenoon,  to  read  the  famiC  twice  in  every  year ; 
<  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  25th  of  December ^  and  upon 

*  Eafter-Bay^  during  the  life  of  the  faid  Jatnes  Duke 
'  ofl^ork: 

Mr.  Speaker y  Sir,  this  great  bufinefs  cannot  be  too  f}  ^'  7*^* 
well  confidered,  before  you  come  to  a  final  refolu- 

tion 
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tion  therein.  I  will  not  now  offer  you  any  pru- 
dential arguments  againft  this  bill  ^  becaufe  I  did 
offer  feveral  at  the  laft  reading.  But,  Sir,  I  would 
defire  you  to  confider,  that  this  prince  is  brother  to 
our  prefent  King,  and  fon  to  our  late  pious  King 
Charles  the  firft ;  for  whofe  memory  this  nation  hath 
a  great  veneration :  That  this  Prince  is  enriched  with 
excellent  endowments,  which  he  hath  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  this  nation,  by  fighting  our  battles, 
and  defending  us  from  the  opprelTion  of  our  enemies ; 
and  is  only  guilty  of  this  one  crime,  which,  1  hope, 
upon  a  mature  deliberation,  will  not  deferve  fo  great 
a  condemnation.  Sir,  I  know  it  is  ufual  for  this 
houfe  to  proceed  in  affairs  of  lefs  importance,  with 
all  the  calmnefs,  juftice,  and  prudence,  that  can 
be  imagined  -,  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  be  care- 
ful how  you  deviate  from  thofe  meafures,  in  a  bu- 
finefs  of  this  nature.  I  would  once  more  remem- 
ber you,  that  there  are  laws  already  for  the  punifh- 
ment  of  the  crimes  he  is  accufed  of ;  and  therefore 
humbly  conceive,  you  ought  not  to  chaftife  him,  by 
making  a  new  law  •,  efpecially  with  that  feverity, 
which  is,  by  this  bill,  now  intended,  before  any 
hearing. 

Sir,  for  my  part,  I  have  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, and  think  my  felf  therein  bound  to  him, 
as  heir,  until  it  pleafe  God  that  his  Majefty  have 
children.  I  know  of  no  power  on  earth,  that  can 
difpenfe  with  my  oath  •,  and  therefore  I  cannot  (fo 
much  as  by  being  filent)  give  my  confent  to  this 
Jbill,  left  I  therein  wrong  my  confcience ;  feeing  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  houfe. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  moft  here  have  a  great  ef- 
teem  for  the  church  of  England,  as  members  there- 
of: I  could  widi  they  would  confider  what  a  great 
blow  this  bill  will  give  to  our  religion,  and  to  our 
church.  To  difiniierit  a  Prince  for  no  other  caufe, 
but  for  being  of  a  different  opinion  in  fome  points 
of  faith,  is,  I  think,  quite  contrary  to  the  princi- 
ples 
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pies  of  the  religion  we  profefs,  and  alfo  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  laws  of  this  land.  And  ifluch  an  adl,  when 
made,  fhould  be  of  any  validity,  I  do  conclude, 
that  you  will  thereby  change  the  conftitution  of 
this  monarchy,  and  make  it  in  a  mannereledive  •, 
and  therefore  I  humbly  move  you,  that  the  bill 
may  be  thrown  out. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  l  defire  leave  to  offer  {omt  su  RUhari 
objedions,  which,  in  my  opinion,  do  juftly  arife^''^"'** 
againft  this  bill.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  aprovifo, 
That  if  the  Dukejhould  turn  protejlant^  that  then  the 
hill Jhould  he  vo'id^  and  henJ  excluded fro?n  his  right ; 
that  fo  we  may  not  leave  him  without  fomc  tempta- 
tion to  return  to  the  proteltant  religion.  And,  Sir, 
I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  frovifo^  that  in  cafe  the 
Duke  fhould  have  a  fon,  after  either  of  his  daugh- 
ters (\i  it  fhould  be  their  fortune)  have  afcencied  the 
throne,  for  the  referving  of  him  a  right.  For  there 
is  a  polTibility,  that  if  the  Duke  fhould  out-live  the 
King,  he  may  have  a  fon,  after  that  his  daughters,  by 
virtue  of  this  adl,  may  have  taken  the  crown.  I  fup- 
pofe,  that  as  there  is  no  intent  to  chaftife  the  daugh- 
ters for  the  father's  fake,  fo  not  the  fon  ;  and  there- 
fore I  humbly  move  you,  that  tome provifo  may  be 
added,  to  fecure  him  his  right,  if  any  fuch  thing 
fhould  happen, 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir  the  honourable  member  that^^w/ww- 
fpoke  before,  made  large  encomiums  on  the  Duke,^"' 
extolling  his  endowments,  and  fervices  to  the  nation. 
For  my  part,  I  think,  that  the  better  qualified  he 
is,  the  greater  is  our  danger.  But  as  to  what  he 
faid,  of  having  fought  our  battles,  and  done  great 
things  for  the  nation,  I  think  he  hath  not  done 
fairly  by  the  houfe  *,  for  he  fhould  alfo  have  told  us. 
How  the  triple  league  was  hroke,  and  my  Lord  of 
Sandwich  loft  his  life  *,  how  he  changed  his  religion^ 
and  hath  ever  fince  encouraged  popery  ^  and  ajfifted  that  ' 

Vol,  I.  Co  intcrejl^ 
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inter  eft  -,  how  the  city  of  London  was  burnt  ^  and  the 
a^ors  difcharged  \  how  the  difcovery  of  the  popifjj  plot 
was  prevented  as  fnuch  as  it  could  be^  and  the  prejhy- 
terian  one  encouraged  ^  that  fo  we  might  have  all  be- 
fore us. 

He  was  going  on  more  fever ely^  but  was  interrupt' 
ed. 

Laurence  Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  although  it  hath  been  faid, 
^-^'^*'  that  no  good  proteftant  can  ipeak  againft  the  bill  •, 
yet,  Sir,  I  cannot  forbear  to  offer  fome  objedli- 
ons  againft  it.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  the 
King's  murderers  were  condemned  without  being 
heard  ;  and  muft  we  deal  thus  with  the  brother  of 
our  King  ?  It  is  fuch  a  fevere  way  of  proceeding, 
that  I  think  we  cannot  anfwer  it  to  the  world  *,  and 
therefore  it  would  confift  much  better  with  the  juf- 
tice  of  <he  houfe,  to  impeach  him,  and  try  him, 
in  a  formal  way  -,  and  then  cut  off  his  head,  if  he 
deferve  it.  I  will  not  offer  to  difpute  the  power  of 
Parliaments  •,  but  queftion  whether  this  law,  if  made, 
would  be  good  in  itfelf  Some  laws  have  a  natural 
weaknefs  with  them.  I  think,  that  by  which  the 
old  long  Parliament  carried  on  their  rebellion 
was  judged  afterward  void  in  law  ♦,  becaufe  there 
was  a  power  given,  which  could  not  be  taken 
from  the  crown.  For  ought  I  know,  when  you 
have  made  this  law,  it  may  have  the  fame  flaw  in 
it*,  if  not,  I  am  confident  there  are  a  loyal  party, 
which  will  never  obey,  but  will  think  themfelves 
bound,  by  their  oath  of  allegiance  and  duty,  to 
pay  obedience  to  the  Duke,  if  ever  he  fliould  come 
to  be  King,  which  muft  occafion  a  civil  war.  And 
Sir,  I  do  not  find  that  the  provifo^  that  was  ordered 
to  be  added  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Duke's  children, 
is  made  ftrong  enough  to  fecure  thetn,  according^ 
to  the  debate  of  the  houfe  ;  it  being  liable  to  many 
objedions  •,  and  the  more,  becaufe  the  words,  pre- 
fumptive  heir  of  the  crowriy  arc  induftrioufly  left  out, 

tho* 
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tho'  much  infifted  on  when  debated  here  in  the  houfe. 
Upon  the  whole  matter,  my  hnmble  motion  is, 
that  the  bill  may  be  thrown  our. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  am  very  unfit  to  fpeak  in  gj^  jvimam 
this  place,  being  a  member  but  of  yefterday ;  but>"". 
I  will  rather  adventure   to  draw  a  cenfure  on  my 
{q\^^  than  be  wanting   to  ferve  my  country  (feeing 
they  have  called  me  hither)  in  a  bufinefs  of  fo  great 
importance,  1  think,  as  great  as  ever  was  debated 
in  an  houfe  of  Commons.     I  can  truly  affirm,  that 
I  have  a  great  refpe(5l  for  the  Duke  o^Tork  ;  and 
therefore,  as  well  as  for  the  prefervation  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  I  am  for  this  bill.     For  I  take  it 
for  granted,  That  it  is  impoffihle  that  a papifl  Jhould 
come  to  the  pojfejfion  and  quiet  enjoy?nent  of  this  crown^ 
without  wading  through  a  fea  of  bloody'  and  occafion- 
ing  fuch  a  war  as  may^  for  ought  I  know^  Jhake  the 
moitarchical  government  of  this  nation,  and  thereby 
not  only  endanger  himfelf,  but  his  children  too.     For 
no  man  can  forefee  what  may  be  the  end   of  fuch  a 
war,  nor  what  m'iferies  it  may  bring  on  the  nation  : 
But,  in    all   probability,* it  may  prove  the  deepeft 
tragedy   that  ever  was  a6led  on  this  great  theatre. 
For  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  the  great  body   of 
froteftants  which  are  in  this  nation  will  tamely  fubmit 
to  the  popifh  yoke^  which  they  will  in  time  fee  mufl  be 
the  confequence  of  fubmitting  to  a  popifh  King,  without 
fome  firuggling.     And  wars  begun  upon  the  fcore  of 
religion  are  generally  attended  with  more  fatal  and 
bloody  confequences  than  other  wars  •,  and  this  may 
exceed  all  others  that  ever  yet  were  made.     And  I 
fee  no  way  to  prevent  it,  but   by  paffing  this  bill, 
which,  fo  long  as  it  excludes  only  him,  and  fecures 
the  crown  to  his  children,  is,  I    think,  fas  the  cafe 
ftandsj  the  greateft  kindnefs  we  can  do  him. 

Sir,  I  do  much  admire  to  hear  fome  honourable 

and  learned  members  fay,  that  this  bill  is  againft  na- 

C  c  2  tur^l 
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tural  ]uftice,  becaufc:  it  condemns  a  man  before  he  is 
heard  •,  and  that  it  is  too  fevere  a  condemnation  ; 
that  it  is  againft  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  princi- 
ples of  our  religion  ',  that  it  will  be  a  (candal  to  our 
church,  to  exclude  a  man  of  his  right,  for  his  opi- 
nion in  religion  ;  that  it  is  a  law  that  will  be  void 
in  itfelf,  and  that  there  are  a  loyal  party  which  will 
never  obey  it  •,  that  it  will  make  the  crown  tiedive, 
and  occafion  a  civil  war  -,  and  that  theprovifo,  as  to 
the  Duke's  children,  is  not  ftrong  enough,  bccaufe 
the  word  prefumptive  heir  is  left  out. 

Sir,  The  firft  objtdion,  1  think,  is  a  great  mi- 
ftake  ;  for  this  bill  is  not  intended  as  a  condemnation 
to  the  Duke,  but  a  fecurity  to  ourfelves ;  and  is  fo 
far  from  being  againll  natural  juft ice,  that  the  palTing 
of  it  is   agreeable  to   the  very  fcundation  not  only  of 
natural  juftice^  hut  natural  religion  too  •,  the  fafety  of 
the  King  and  kingdom  depending  thereon^  which ^  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  ofjuftice  andreli^  ion^  we  are  hound  to 
ufe  our  endeavours  to  preferve^  before  any  one  man^s 
intereft.     That  about  the  oath  of  allegiance,  1  do  a 
Ji\tle  admire  at ;  for  it  is  the  firft  time  /  ever  heard 
That  oath  pleaded  in  favouf  of  popery,     I  have  often- 
times  had  occafion  to  fcan  the  meaning  of  that  oath, 
but  never  found  it  extended  to  the  fucceflbr  during 
the  King's  life ;  and  therefore  no  need  of  any  dif- 
penfation  in  that  point.     And  I  cannot  underftand, 
how  it  can  be  any  fcandal  as  to  our  church  or  reli- 
gion, ifby  church  be  meant  our  proteftant  church. 
Can  our  church,  or  churchmen,  be  fcandalized,  be- 
caufe  we  endeavour  to  fecure  ourfelves  againft  po^ 
pery,  by  all  lawful  means  ?  I  rather  think  the  very 
fuppofition  an  high  refledion  on  our  church merf,  as 
rendring  them  willing  to  let  in  popery,  which  I  am 
confident  they  are  not.     As  to  what  is  faid.  That 
the  law  will  be  void  in  itfelf,  and  that  there  will  be 
a  loyal  party  that   will  never  obey  it,  and  that  it 
will'occafion  a  civil  war  ;   I  muft  confefs  thefe  are 
ftrange  arguments  to  me :  For^  to  doubt  that  the  legif- 

lative 
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iative  power  of  the  nation^  ^^^S'»  Lords^  and  Com- 
mons^  cannot  make  laws  that  Jhall  hind  any^  or  all  the 
fubie5is  of  this  nation^  is  to  fuppofe  there  is  fuch  a  weak- 
nefs  in  the  governments  as  mujl  infallibly  occafion  its 
ruin.  And  therefore  I  am  of  opinion,  that  what  1  iws 
you  make  in  this  cafe,  will  carry  as  much  right  and 
ftrength  with  them,  not  only  now,  but  after  the 
King's  death,  as  any  law  whatfoever.  And  how 
then  can  there  be  a  loyal  party  that  will  notacqu'efce 
therein,  unkTs  the  word  loyal  have  fome other  fig- 
nification  than  I  know  of?  I  take  it  to  be  a  diftinc- 
tion  that  can  only  be  given  to  fuch  as  obey  laws  ; 
and,  I  think,  we  need  not  doubt,  but  if  once  this 
law  were  paflird,  there  would  be  prof efi ants  enough^ 
whoCe  intereli  it  will  be  to  defend  it^  that  would  compel 
an  obedience  to  it.  And  we  have  much  more  reafon 
to  fear  a  civil  war  without  it,  than  with  it*,  for  if 
we  can  get  this  bill^  we  may  be  thereby  fo  united^  and 
enabled  to  defend  ourfelves^  as  thai  the  popifh party  may 
never  have  the  confidence  to  attempt  us  \  but  without  it 
we  fhall  not  be  in  any  capacity  to  defend  ourfelves  \ 
which s  above  all  things^  may  encourage  a  civil  war^ 
As  to  the  provifo,  for  fecuring  the  right  to  the 
Duke's  children,  if  it  be  not  ftrong  enough,  I  am 
ready  to  give  my  vote  it  fhould  be  ftronger  ;  but  I 
take  it  to  be  as  full  and  comprehenfive  as  can  be 
made  ;  at  lead,  I  take  the  leaving  out  the  words, 
prefumptivi  heir  to  the  crown^  to  be  no  objedtion 
againft  it ;  for  there  is  no  fuch  word  in  our  law- 
books,  nor  no  fuch  term  in  treating  of  the  fucceflion  j 
and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  be  careful  how  you 
make  a  precedent  in  that  cafe. 

And,  Sir,  as  I  do  not  find  there  is  any  weight  in 
the  arguments  that  have  been  made  againft  this  bill  j 
fol  think,  that  if  the  prefervation  of  our  King,  our 
government,  outlives,  and  our  religion,  be  things 
of  moment,  that  there  is  much  to  be  faid  for  it. 
For  although  the  malignity  of  men  cannot  deface 
his  Majefty's  goodnefs ;  yet  by  alTifting  the  popifh 
C  c  3  fadion. 
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fadtion,  they  have  fpoiled  the  beautiful  face  of  the 
beft  government  in  the  world  *,  by  breaking  that 
good  correfpondence  that  there  ought  to  be  between 
the  King  and  his  people  •,  by  dividing  us  in  points 
of  religion  ;  and  by  being  the  caufe  ot  jull  jealoufies 
and  fears.  By  which  his  Majefty  is  reduced  to  great 
difficulties  and  trouble,  in  the  adminiftration  of  his 
regal  authority  •,  and  the  credit,  peace,  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  nation  almofl:  irrevocably  loft.  As  to 
all  which,  the  art  of  man  cannot  find  out  any  reme- 
dy, as  long  as  there  is  a  popifh  fuccefTor,  and  the 
fears  of  a  popifh  King;  and  therefore  I  humbly 
move  you  this  bill  may  pafs. 

s\T  Francis  Mr.  Speaker^  Sir  the  arguments  that  have  been 
JViTmingtm.  ^^^^  againft  this  bill  may  he  very  excellent  to  lull  us 
into  a  fatal fecurity^  by  pojfejftng  us  with  opinions,  that 
there  is  no  need  of  taking  fo  fnuch  care  about  popery  •, 
or  that  we  ought  not  to  oppofe  it ;  or  that  it  will  be  to 
.  no  purpofe^  becaufe  we  have  no  power  to  hinder  it. 
But  I  do  not  fee  what  weight  they  have  in  them, 
grounded  on  any  other  confideration,  to  hinder  the 
pafiing  of  this  bill.  Rather,  for  the  fame  realbn 
that  fuch  arguments  as  thefe  are  here  offered  againft 
this  bill,  and  fuch  endeavours  ufed  abroad  to  recon- 
cile the  people  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  popery 
than  formerly,  I  think  we  ought  to  be  the  more  zea- 
lous for  this  bill  ;  becaufe  nothing  can  give  a  greater 
encouragement  and  affiftance  to  popery,  than  the 
growth  of  fuch  opinions  -,  nor  prevent  their  defign 
who  are  induftrious  to  infufe  them,  than  the  paffing 
of  this  bill.  Whoever  will  confider  how  this 
monarchy  hath  declined  in  grandeur,  honour,  and 
reputation  abroad,  by  the  deltrudtion  of  our  navy  in 
1666,  and  the  little  appearance  we  have  ever  fince 
made,  of  being  able  to  be  formidable  at  fea  •,  but 
above  all,  our  minifters  double-dealing  in  the  mak- 
ing of  alliances,  or  performing  of  them,  (m  order 
to  keep  up  our  intereft  with  France.)      How  from 
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being  umpire  to  all  this  part  of  the  world,  accord- 
ing to  that  advantage  which  we  have  by  our  fitua- 
tion,  we  are  become  the  defpicableft  nation  in 
Europe.  How  the  government  is  weakened  at  home, 
not  only  by  fears  and  jealoufics,  but  by  the  debau- 
cheries and  divifions  which  have  been  promoted 
amongftour  people  ;  how  narrowly  we  elcapcd  ruin 
when  the  city  of  London  was  burnt,  as  well  as  when 
the  toleration  came  our,  and  thearmy  was  at  Black- 
Heath  ;  as  lately  by  the  horrid  plot  if  it  had  not 
been  difcovered^  how  there  is  nothing  ftands  between 
us  and  death,  but  the  King's  life  \  and  how  all  thefe 
dangers,  pad  and  prefent,  do  arife  from  popery  : 
And  how  impoflible  it  is  it  fhould  be  otherwife,  as 
long  as  there  is  a  popifh  fucceflbr,  we  may  juflly 
admire  there  fliould  be  any  arguments  offered  in  this 
place,  to  lefTen  our  care  for  preventing  the  growth 
and  power  of  popery.  I  cannot  tell  how  thefe 
learned  members  underjland  natural  juftice  •,  but  I 
am  of  that  opinion,  ^bat  felf-prefervation^  and  the 
prefervatlon  of  our  religion,  and  the  life  of  our  King ^ 
by  all  lawful  ways,  is  very  agreeable  to  natural  jufiice. 
And  I  do  admire  to  hear  fuch  a  confl-rudlion  made 
of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  that  it  binds  all  perfons  to 
the  next  heir,  as  well  as  to  the  King.  For  it  is  a 
moft  dangerous  maxim,  and  may  he  of  ill  confequence, 
if  ever  the  next  heir  of  the  crown  fljould  make  a  rebel- 
lion  ;  for  he  may  thereby  challenge  allegiance  from  the 
people,  as  well  as  the  King  ;  which  might  be  of  per- 
nicious confequence.  And  I  do  not  fee  wherein  our 
church  or  religion  can  be  fcandalized  by  this  bill. 
For  we  do  not  difinherit  this  prince  for  his  religion,  bul 
tofave  our  own,  and  to  prevent  thejnanifeft  ruin  of 
the  nation.  And  therefore  I  think  it  is  a  kindncfs  to 
the  church,  above  all  a6ls  whatfoever  •,  becaule  the 
only  way  to  preferve  -it,  I  mean  the  proteftant 
church.  And  thofc  objedions  that  have  been 
made  againil  the  lawfulnefs  and  validity  of  this  act, 
do  not  weigh  with  me-,  but,  notwidiltanding  what 
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hath  l:>een  faid,  I  do  believe  it  will  be  as  good  in  law 
if  once  it  be  pafs'd,  and  will  be  as  well  obferved  too 
as  any  adl  whatfoever.     The  King  hath  his  right 
from  God,  and,  as  fupreme,  is  accountable  to  none  y 
his  perfon  facred,    and,  by   our  laws,  can   do  no 
wrong.     If  we  fhould  give  all  thefe  qualifications 
to  a  fucceflbr,  as  hath  been,  in  fome  meafure,  infinu- 
ated,  it  would  make  a   ftrange  confufion  in   the 
government.     Life  itfelf,   to  which  a  man  hath  as 
much  right,  as  any  fucceflbr  can  pretend  to  have  to 
the  crown,  is  taken  away  upon  fome  forfeitures  for 
the  public  good.  And  as  there  may   be  a  forfeiture 
of  life,  fo  there  may  be  a  forfeiture  of  a  right  to  the 
fucceflion.     And  to  doubt  that  there  is  not  an  un- 
limited,    uncontroulable  power  refiding  fomewhere 
in  all  governments,  to  remedy  the  exigencies  that 
may  happen,  is  to  llippofe  there  is  fuch  a  weaknefs 
in  this,  or   any  other  government,  as  that  it  muft 
fall  when  a  powerful  fad  ion  fhall  endeavour  it.  In 
this  nation,  this  power  is  in  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons;  and  I  hope  they  will  make  ufe  of  it  to 
prefer  ve  the  government  upon  this  occafion.    And  I 
do  not  doubt,  but  if  the  bill  pafs,  all  will  obey  it 
heartily,  that  wifli  well  to  the  proteftant  religion. 
I   am  afraid,  fome  minifters  of  ftate   place   their 
fafety  in  common  ruin  ;  or  otherwife,  the  fettling  of 
this  affair  would  not  have  been  fo  long  delayed  and 
oppofed,  as  it   hath    been.     Hath  there  not  been 
contrived  and  pradifed,  and  is  there  not  flill  threat- 
ned,  the  greateft  and  certaineft  ruin  to  this  nation 
by  this  bufinefs  of  the  Duke,  that  ever  was  yet  pro- 
3e6ted  -,  and  mud  we  be  more  ftupified  than  our 
anceftors  ?  Doth  not  thead  of  the  thirteenth  of  Queen 
Elizabeth^  make  it  treafon  for  any  one  to  fay.  That 
the  Parliament  cannot  alter  the  fuCceflion  ?    And  in 
Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  -was  not  the  right  of  fuc- 
ceflion  changed,  and  rechanged   by  ad  of  Parlia* 
ment  ?    He  then  inftanced  feveral  precedents,  how 
the  fuccefllon  had  been  fettled  and  altered  by  ads  of 
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Parliament,  fince  William  the  conqueror's  time, 
and  concluded  with  a  motion  for  the  pairing  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  It  is  my  misfortune  to  liecoioncr 
under  the  difreputation  of  being  d.  papift  \  but  haven's- 
now  an  opportunity  of  (hewing  my  felf  otherwife, 
in  declaring  that  I  am  againft  this  bill  ;  for  I  think 
there  is  none  but  papifts  that  are  of  opinion,  that  a 
man  may  be  difinhcrited  for  his  religion.  I  have 
alfo  an  opportunity  to  (hew  my  duty  to  my  mailer, 
in  declaring,  that  thofe  reproaches  which  have  been 
caft  upon  him  are,  in  my  opinion,  very  unjufl: ; 
becaufe  I  believe  he  abhors  the  thoughts  of  doing 
thofe  adlions  that  have  been  imputed  to  him  -,  and 
therefore  do  think  it  very  hard,  that  becaufe  he  may 
differ  with  us  in  points  of  religion,  that  therefore 
his  reputation  (hould  thus  be  called  in  queftion  in 
this  houfe.  Sir,  I  cannot  enter  into  a  difpute  with 
that  worthy  member  that  fpoke  laft,  as  to  the  prece- 
dents he  hath  mentioned  -,  becaufe  I  know  he  is  very 
learned  in  the  law;  and  the  underftanding  of  fuch 
things  belong  more  particularly  to  fuch  as  have  had 
that  education  :  but  1  humbly  offer  it  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  this  houfe.  Whether  or  no,  if  our 
Englijh  hiftories  be  true,  moft  of  thofe  precedents 
were  not  accompained  with  blood  and  mifery  ?  And 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  thisdifinheriting  bill  fliould 
pafs,  it  will  not  have  better  fuccefs.  I  cannot 
doubt,  but  that  this  houfe  is  for  keeping  up  the  mo- 
narchical government  of  this  nation.  We  all  know, 
how  the  balance  hath  been  altered  by  Henry  the  Se- 
ventb^s  leffening  the  Peers  -,  and  Henry  ih^  Eighth' % 
deftroying  the  Church,  and  by  the  fale  of  the  crown- 
lands.  I  pray.  Sir,  let  us  have  a  care  how  we  give 
a  greater  blow  than  all  this,  by  making  the  crown 
eledtive.  The  King  loft  his  father  by  one  rebellion, 
I  know  this  houfe  would  not  willingly  be  the  caufe 
of  lofing  his  brother  by  another  -,  which  I  am  afraid, 
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this  bill,  if  it  fhould  pafs,  will  occafion  hereafter  ; 
efpecially  if  we  name  no  fuccelTor  •,  for  which  I  am 
the  more  forry,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  for  whom 
to  draw  my  fword. 

sixH.Capeh  Mr.  speaker.  Sir,  I  do  obferve,  and  am  glad  to 
fee  it,  that  all  that  have  fpoken  in  this  bufinefs, 
pro  or  eon,  feem  to  agree,  that  we  ought  to  do  all 
we  can  to  preferve  the  prefent  government,  and 
prevent  a  civil  war  ;  but  we  differ  about  the  way  : 
Some  think,  that  this  bill  is  the  only  way  ;  and 
others  are  of  a  contrary  opinion,  I  cannot  tell  for 
what  good  reafon.  For  there  being  nothing  intend- 
ed by  this  bill,  but  the  exclufion  of-  the  Duke  only, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  great  danger  we  lie  under, 
by  reafon  of  his  great  influence  at  court  at  prefent; 
and  thofe  we  fear,  if  ever  a  popifh  King  Ihould 
afcend  the  throne.  There  being  nothing  in  the  bill 
that  tends  any  way  to  prejudice  the  next  heit,  it  can- 
not, in  my  poor  opinion,  weaken,  much  lefs  tend 
to  alter,  the  prefent  government,  or  be  any  prejudice 
to  the  royal  family,  more  than  in  the  exclufion  of 
this  one  perfcn  intended  by  the  bill.  From  whom 
there  can  be  no  fear  of  a  civil  war  ;  unlefs  we  fhould 
imagine,  that  the  people  of  this  nation,  when  they 
have  a  law,  upon  the  obfervation  and  execution 
whiereof  their  lives,  liberties,  and  religion  depend, 
they  Ihould  be  fo  great  brutes  as  not  to  value  them- 
felves  thereon  •,  but  rather  embrace  a  blind,  fuper- 
ftitious  religion,  and  fubmit  to  all  the  flavery  ima- 
ginable. We  may  as  well  think  that,  after  the 
King's  deceafe,  the  people  will  be  willing  to  fub- 
mit to  the  government,  and  pretended  authority  of 
the  Pope  himfelf,  though  they  fhould  be  never  fo 
well  able  to  defend  themfelves.  The  worthy  mem- 
ber that  fpoke  laft,  did  in  a  manner  affirm,  that  all 
the  precedents  that  have  been  mentioned,  as  to  the 
fettling  of  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  by  ad  of  Par- 
liament, have  been  accompanied  with  blood.     If 

^  he 


A.  i6So.         DEBATES. 

he  would  but  take  the  pains  to  perufe  the  hlftories 
of  England^  I  think  he  would  be  of  another  opi- 
nion. But  I  am  fure,  none  ever  equalized  the 
fhort  reign  of  Queen  Mary.  The  barbarities  which 
were  exercifed  in  her  reign,  by  fire  and  faggot,  may 
be  put  into  the  balance  with  all  the  inconveniencies 
that  ever  happened  by  any  exclufion-aft.  But,  Sir, 
if  it  had  been  fo,  which  I  utterly  deny,  it  would  not 
have  fignified  much  as  to  our  cafe  •,  for  in  thofe 
days  matter  of  right  was  always  fo  confounded,  (I 
mean,  as  to  the  underftanding  of  the  people)  by 
the  many  arguments  that  were  impofed  on  them  by 
each  party,  that  neither  point  of  right,  nor  any 
confideration,  as  to  any  thing  of  intereft,  came 
fairly  before  them.  Whether  A.  or  B.  fhould  be 
King,  was  their  only  queftion,  without  bcingloaden 
with  any  difficulties  •,  as  to  which  the  common  and 
major  part  of  the  people  in  ihofe  days  might  pro- 
bably be  very  indifferent.  And  yet.  Sir,  upon  a 
full  examination  it  will  be  found,  that  moft  of  thofe 
a6ls  of  Parliament,  touching  the  fucceflion,  had  the 
effedt  they  were  defigned  for  -,  and  did  ferve  as  expe- 
dients, to  prevent  thofe  miferies  which  were  feared, 
and  were  the  occafion  of  them.  But,  Sir,  the  cafe 
will  be  now  much  otherwife,  if  ever  you  fhould  befo 
unfortunate,  as  that  theDuke  fhould  out-live  the  King, 
and  you  fhould  come  to  try  the  ftrength  of  this  ex- 
clufion  bill  \  For  the  queftion  in  this  cafe  will  not  be 
only  whether  J.  which  is  excluded  ;  or  B.  which  is 
the  next  heir,  fhall,  according  to  this  ad:,  be  King  ; 
hut  whether  it  /ball  he  a  papijl^  or  aproteftant.  Upon 
which  it  will  plainly  appear,the  fafety  of  their  eftates, 
lives,  and  religion,  doth  depend.  Sir,  1  have  heard 
and  read  of  if  range  things  done  by  popt/h  miracles ; 
and  I  muft  confefs,  Sir,  1  h2iVtfeen  7?iuch  of  it, 
even  amongft  many  that  pretend  to  be  good proteft ants, 
fince  the  plot  broke  out ;  /  77iean,  as  to  their  believ- 
ing any  thing  againft  popery.  If  fome  fuch  om- 
nipotent power  fhould  hereafter  over-rule  in  fuch 
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a  conjundion,  haply  this  bill,  if  it  fhoulJ  pafs 
into  an  acl,  may  be  flighted  and  negl  died ;  but 
otherwife,  I  humbly  cone  ive,  it  cannot  be  prefum- 
ed,  that  the  proteftanrs  fiiould  omit  to  make  ufe  of 
it,  to  fave  themfelves  from  popery  and  flavery, 
•which  would  be  the  conftquence  thereof ;  and  there- 
by not  only  prevent  a  civil  war,  but  fupport  the 
government  ellablifhed  in  the  right  line.  The  truth 
is.  Sir,  the  molt  material  obfervation  that  I  Can 
make  of  the  arguments  againft  this  bill  is,  that  it  is 
thought  too  good  for  us  ;  and  that  it  may  probably  he 
effectual  for  the  fe curing  of  the  proteftant  religion » 
And  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  that  this  is  the  fatal  confide- 
ration  that  hath  prevailed  with  fome,  to  advife  the 
King  not  to  grant  it.  If  we  confider  how  all  other 
laws,  which  have  been  hitherto  made  againft  the 
Duke,  have  been  defeated  ;  we  may,  with  fome 
reafon,  fear  the  like  fuccefs  of  all  others  that  fliall 
be  made  •,  unlefs  you  can  do  fomething  that  may 
tend  to  changing  of  the  intereft  ;  which  can  never 
be  done  without  this  bill.  We  have  a  great  many 
old  laws  againft  papifts  -,  but  I  did  never  hear  that 
any  thing  was  done,  by  virtue  of  them,  that  ever 
prejudiced  the  Duke;  it  was  once  attempted  by  a 
prefentment  made  by  a  grand  jury  ;  the  fuccefs  was, 
that  a  known  material  law  of  the  land  muft  be 
broken,  by  an  extrajudicial  difcharge  of  the  jury, 
rather  than  the  law  againft  him  ftiould  have  any 
cffedt.  There  was  a  law,  not  long  fince  made, 
obliging  all  perfons  that  held  or  executed  any  office, 
to  take  the  tranfubttantiation  teft :  It  is  true,  the 
Duke  was  fo  brave-fpirited,  as  not  to  diflemble, 
and  rake  the  teft;  though  haply  he  was  earneftly  prefb'd 
with  a  difpenfation.  Yet  hath  not  that  law  had  any 
effcdl,  in  favour  of  the  protcftant  religion :  for 
though  the  Duke  hath  not  fince  aded  in  his  offices 
by  himfelf ;  he  put  in,  as  his  deputies,  perfons  offo 
much  gratitude,  as  have  in  all  things  followed  his 
direclions  j  fo  that,  as  to  himfelf,  the  ad  hath  not 
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proved  cf  any  force.  There  was  anotlier  a6l  lately 
made,  which  was  intended  chiefly  againft  him  -,  I 
mean,  that  of  excluding  papifts  from  fiiting  in  either 
houl'e  j  there  he  got  himfelf  fairly  excepted  by 
name.  Now  we  would  fecureour  religion  by  ano- 
ther bill  againft  him  ;  I  find  it  meets  with  oppo- 
fition  here ;  what  it  m.^y  meet  with  elfewhere,  I 
cannot  tell.  But  \[  fuch  he  bis  power  under  aprote- 
ftant  Ktn^  \  what  may  we  not  juflly  fear ^  ifhejhould 
come  to  he  King  himfelf?  I  think,  nothing  lefs  than 
popt-ry,  mifery,  and  flavery  *,  from  which  we  can 
never  be  faved  but  by  having  this  bill :  And  there- 
fore I  humbly  move  you,  that  this  bill  may  pafs. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  will  not  fay  that  a6ls  of  Par-  -P.-"''' 
liament  cannot  difpofe  of  the  fucceffion  ;  becaufe  it  ''"^  * 
was  made  treafon,  by  aftatute  in  the  I'^th  of  Eliza^ 
hetBy  which  I  do  not  remember  was  ever  repeal- 
ed. But  I  will  deny,  that  the  Kings  of  England 
rule  by  virtue  of  any  ftatute-Iaw,  as  was  fuggefted  ; 
for  their  right  is  by  fo  ancient  a  prefcription,  as  that 
it  may  juftly  be  (aid,  to  be  from  God  alone  ;  and 
that  no  power  on  earth  ought  to  difpute  it.  And  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  the  fuccefllon  of  the  crown  is 
infeparably  annexed  to  proximity  of  blood;  and 
therefore  am  not  yet  altered  in  my  opinion,  that  if 
this  bill  (hould  pais  into  a  law,  it  would  be  in  it 
felf  invalid.  Which,  with  what  hath  been  already 
faid,  that  we  cannot  in  juftice  anfwer  the  inflidling 
of  this  fevere  condemnation  without  hearing  the 
party  concerned  •,  and  the  improbability  of  ever  at- 
taining this  bill,  doth  very  much  weigh  with  me  for 
my  opinion  againft  this  bill.  But,  Sir,  I  think 
there  are  many  doubts  arife  from  the  penning  of  the 
bill.  If  the  Princefs  of  Orange  fhould  come  to  the 
crown,  during  the  Duke's  life,  and  the  Duke  ftiould 
afterwards  have  a  fon,  muft  that  fon  lofe  his  right 
for  ever  ?  I  fee  no  provifion  made  by  this  a<5l  to 
fave  his  right  j  and  may  not  that  occaficn  as  great  a 
4  civil 
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civil  war,  between  his  generation  and  the  princefs's 
children,  as  ever  happened  between  Tork  and  Lan- 
cafter  ;  and,  Sir,  1  am  (till  unfatisfied,  as  to  that 
provifo  about  the  Duke's  children,  that  it  is  not 
made  as  it  ought  to  be ;  and  I  am  afraid,  that  in 
the  whole  matter  we  are  gratifying  France^  and  the 
papiftstoo,  by  laying  a  ftumbling-block  of  divifion 
even  amongft  proteftants  themfelves,  and  giving  fo 
great  an  occafion  for  a  civil  war ;  which  I  hope 
you  will  endeavour  to  prevent,  by  throwing  out 
this  bill. 

Mr.  John  Mr.  speaker^  Sir,  I  have  hearkned  to  the  ob 
Trtnchard.  jedlions  that  have  been  made  againft  this  bill,  which 
have  not  convinced  me,  that  we  want  either  a  juft 
caufe,  or  a  legal  power,  for  the  making  of  this  bill. 
Jfthe  pojrijb  interefi  be  grown  too  ftrong  for  the  pro- 
teftants then  any  of  the fe  arguments  may  ferve  -^  for 
force  and  power  willfupply  the  defe^l  of  them.  Other- 
wife  I  think  they  have  been  fo  fully  anfwered,  as 
that  there  is  no  need  more  fliould  be  faid  about  this 
matter ;  but  1  am  forry  to  fee,  that  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  our  lives  and  liberties,  muft  have  no- 
thing to  depend  on,  but  the  continuance  of  the 
King's  life,  and  the  good  nature  of  the  popifh 
party  afterward.  And  this,  after  fuch  demonftra- 
tion  as  we  have  of  the  intereft  of  that  party  in 
France^  Scotland^  and  Ireland^  as  well  as  here  -,  and 
after  a  full  detedlion  of  the  growth  of  that  intereft, 
by  means  of  the  Duke's  -,  and  of  the  endeavours  that 
are  ufed  to  polTefs  the  proteftants,  with  feveral  opi- 
nions that  will  tend  very  much  to  the  ftrengthening 
of  it ;  and  a  clear  difcovery,  that  the  plot,  in  fa- 
vour of  popery,  goeth  on  as  much  as  ever.  It  hath 
created  in  me  an  opinion,  that  popery  is  too  ftrong 
to  be  fubdued  by  laws ;  and  that,  after  this  King's 
life,  the  proteftant  religion  muft  either  he  overcome  by 
;popery^  or  defend  itfelf  by  the  fword.  At  leaft,  I 
believe,  that  this  is  the  defign  of  fome  men   now 

about 


A.  i68c.       DEBATES.  39^ 

about  the  King  •,  but  I  hope  he  will  at  laft  hearken 
to  the  advice  of  his  Parliament,  and  prevent  the 
nation  from  falHng  into  fo  miferable  a  condition. 
The  objedtion  made  about  the  Duke's  Ton,  if  he 
fhould  have  any,  after*either  of  his  daughters  have 
taken  poffcfiion  of  the  government,  may,  in  fome 
meafure,  be  made  againft  the  courfe  of  fuccefllon 
obferved  in  all  kingdoms  :  If  a  King  die,  leaving  a 
Queen,  the  next  heir  is  prefently  proclaimed,  to 
prevent  an  interregnmn;  though  there  be  a  pofFibility 
of  the  Queen's  being  with  child,  to  whom  the  right 
fhould,  in  the  firll:  place,  belong.  If  any  fuch 
fhould  be  born,  fuch  a  fettlement  as  is  defigned  by 
this  bill  may  deftroy  the  French  and  popifh  inte- 
reft,  but  can  never  be  a  gratification  to  them.  Our 
anceftors,  upon  many  occafions,  fettled  and  changed 
the  fuccefllon  ;  of  which  he  gave  many  inftances  ; 
and  concluded  for  the  bill. 

The  ijth  of  November^    1680. 
His  Majeftfs  mejjage  about  Tangier  was  read. 

*  W  ^  ^  Majefty  did,  in  his  fpeech  at  the  open- 

*  -"  ing   of  this   feflion,    defire   the  advice  and 

*  affiftance  of  his  Parliament,  in  relation  to  T'^w^/Vr: 

*  The  condition  and  importance  of  the  place  obliges 
«  hisMajefty  to  put  this  houfe  in  mind  again,   that 

*  he  relies  upon  them  for  the  fupport  of  it;  without 

*  which  it  cannot  be  much  longer  preferved.  Hifs 
'  Majefty  doth  therefore  very  earnellly  recommend 
«  Tangier  again,  to  the  due  and  fpcedy  care  and 

*  confideration  of  this  houfe. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  am  very  forry  that  the  bu-gj,  wwi^a^ 
finefs  of  fupply  for  Tangier  is  now  moved  ;  becaufe>««^^ 
I  take   it  to  be  a  place  of  great  importance,    and 
that  as  well  for  the  honour  of  the  nation,  as  benefit 
of  trade,  it  ought  to  be  preferved.     But,  Sir,  we 

have 
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have  now  things  of  greater  importance  to  look 
after,  of  fo  prefling  a  nature,  and  of  fo  dangerous 
confequence,  if  delayed,  that  we  cannot  anfwer,  ei- 
ther to  our  King  or  our  country,  the  preferring  this 
before  it.  It  is  a  duty  incumhnt  onus^  to  fe cure  things 
at  home^  on  which  our  all  depends^  before  we  enter 
into  an  expence  of  time  about  fecuring  things  abroad. 
If  an  enemy  were  but  coming  to  invade  us,  it 
might  be  proper  to  fortify  Dover  Caftle^  Portfmouth, 
or  Plimouth,  or  any  of  our  port-towns :  But  if  an 
enemy  were  aflually  landed,  it  would  be  more  pro- 
per to  ftrengthen  London^  or  other  in-land  cities  or 
towns.  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  this  is  too  much  our  cafe  ; 
I  am  afraid  we  have  got  an  enemy  within  our  bowels, 
and  a  great  one  too  ;  and  that  it  is  high  time  to  make 
preparation  to  oppofe  him.  We  have  been  already 
carelefs  and  inconfiderate  too  long ;  and  fhall  we 
now  go  about  Tangier^  inftead  of  continuing  our 
endeavours  about  that  ?  Tangier  may  be  of  great 
importance  to  trade  ;  but,  I  am  afraid,  hath  not 
been  fo  managed,  as  to  be  any  fecurity  to  the  pro- 
teftant  religion.  The  Portugueze^  when  they  deli- 
vered it  up,  did  covenant  to  have  one  popifh  church 
remain  there,  for  the  conveniency  of  fome  priefts 
and  friers,  and  others  of  that  nation  that  were  per- 
mitted to  ftay  there;  but  it  was  then  agreed.  That 
their  mortality  fhould  not  be  fupplied,  that  fo,  after 
the  deceafe  of  thofe  perfons,  the  faid  popifh  church 
might  be  demolifhed,  or  converted  to  a  proteftant 
ufe.  But  I  am  well  informed  that  it  hath  been  o- 
therwife  managed;  and  that  the  papifts  there  are 
now  more  than  ever.  And  was  not  my  Lord  Bella- 
fts,  now  a  prifoner  in  the  tower,  for  the  plot,  go- 
vernor of  T'^AT^f^r  ?  And,  I  think  fome  others  of 
that  religion  ;  if  not  I  am  fure  thefolJiers,  and  their 
commanders,  are  moft  of  that  religion:  Which 
makes  me  conclude,  it  is  a  kind  ofnurfery  for  popi/h 
Joldiers  \  and  haply  for  that  reafm^  as  much  as  for  the 
advantage  oj  trade •t  may  the  advice  given  his  Majejly^ 

in 
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in  reference  to  Tangier,  proceed.  But,  Sir,  there  is 
another  confideration,  which  will  make  the  debate  of 
Tangier  improper  at  this  time  ;  it  muft  end  in  mo- 
ney, and  not  a  little  fum  neither,  enough  to  raifean 
army  -,  which,  although  in  time  I  doubt  not  but  this 
houie  will  be  willing  to  advance,  as  far  as  his  Ma- 
jclty's  occafions  (hall  require ;  yet  I  think,  Sir,  we 
iire  not  ready  for  it  as  yet.  We  muft  be  better 
fatisfied  into  whofe  hands  it  will  go ;  whether  to 
fiich  perfons  as  are  for  the  popifh  intereft,  or  prote- 
itant  i  that  fo  we  may  not  be  afraid,  that,  inftead  of 
going  to  the  fupport  o[  Tangier,  it  fhould  be  em- 
ployed to  the  deftru6lion  of  the  proreftant  religion. 
When  thcfe  things  have  been  looked  into,  and  fe- 
cured,  then  it  will  be  time  to  take  C3.re  of  Tangier, 
and  of  all  other  his  Majefty's  dominions.  In  the  mean 
time,  our  duty  binds  us  to  give  his  Majefty  all  the 
fatisfaftion  we  can,  as  to  our  proceedings  -,  and 
therefore  I  humbly  move  you,  that  a  Committee  may 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  every  one  that  knows  hgw  ad-  ^^"^^^^s 
vantageoufly  Tangier  is  fituated,  to  command  the"-^"^" 
greateftthorow- fare  of  commerce  in  the  world,  and 
how  by  the  advantage  of  the  mole,  it  is  like  to  prove 
an  excellent  receptacle  for  our  merchant- (hips,  to  fur- 
ther and  fecure  them  in  their  trading  voyages  into  the 
Streights,  and  for  our  men  of  war,  when  they  may  be 
employed  in  thofe  parts,  to  check  or  oppofe  the 
Turks  or  other  enemies ;  how  advantageous  it  is  for 
carrying  on  a  trade  with  Spain  in  cafes  of  extremity  ; 
and  what  hopes  we  have  of  opening  a  trade  intOjB^r- 
hary  that  way  •,  I  fay,  every  one  that  will  confider 
thefe  things,  will,  I  fuppofc,  have  reafon  to  con- 
clude, that  it  is  a  place  of  great  importance,  and 
not  to  be  (lighied.  And  I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  any 
nurfery  for  popifh  foidiers,  as  hath  been  argued  ;  for 
it  is  well  known  under  what  a  regulation  our  foidiers 
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are,  not  only  hert' in  England,  but  m  Ireland  too, 
of  taking  fuch  oaths  and  tefts  as  fecures  them  to  be 
proteftants.  And  therefore  I  am  confident  they 
were  not  papifts  when  they  went  hence,  or  from 
Ireland  ;  and  I  have  not  heard  there  is  any  fuch  con- 
verfion  made  among  them  there,  nor  do  believe  there 
are  fo  many  inftruments  there  for  that  work.  If  this 
bufinefs  come  before  you  unfeafonably  at  this  time, 
it  is  becaufe  the  neceflity  of  the  affair  requires  hafte: 
For,  either  this  houfe  muft  fpeedily  give  fome  af- 
fiftance  for  'Tangier,  or  elfe  it  will  be  loft.  For  the 
Moors  are  come  down  with  fuch  a  mighty  army, 
and  his  Majefty  hath  been  at  fo  great  an  expence 
already,  that  he  is  not  able  of  himfelf  to  do  more  to 
<Dppofe  them.  And  this  fudden  danger  could  not 
by  any  means  have  been  forefeen  ;  for  the  motions 
of  thcM^^rj  with  their  armiesare  not  like  thofe  of  £«- 
rope^  but  more  quick  and  fudden  ;  and  their  defigns 
and  confultations  out  of  the  reach  of  any  difcovery 
by  intelligence,  before  put  in  execuaon.  This  notice 
is  more  feafonable  now,  than  it  would  have  been 
after  the  place  had  been  loft,  which  I  am  afraid, 
will  be  the  next  news,  if  fomething  be  not  done  by 
this  houfe  to  relieve  it.  And  therefore  I  humbly 
move  you  to  think  of  fome  effedual  way  to  relieve 
it  for  the  prefent,  and  fecure  it  for  the  future,  againft 
the  like  attempts. 

johnHamp'     ^^'  Speaker^   Sir,  among  the  reft  of  the  regi- 
A«.  ments  that  have  been  lent  to  Tangier^  I  think  there 

is  my  Lord  of  Dunbar ^on^s  ;  haply  that  air  might 
have  changed  them,  but  I  am  fure  they  were  looked 
upon  as  rank  papifts  all  the  while  they  were  here, 
and,  I  believe,  in  Ireland  too.  I  have  heard  that 
one  argument,  that  was  lately  given  elfe  where  againft 
a  bill  which  we  pafled  in  this  houfe,  was,  that  the 
Duke  had  all  the  papifts  in  England  ready  for  his 
afiiftance  ;  that  his  particular  friends  had  the  com- 
mand of  all  the  places  of  ftrength  in  this  nation  ; 

that 
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that  he  had  an  army  of  twenty  two  thoufand  men 
in  Scotland  at  his  command  ;  that  in  Ireland  the  pa- 
pi  fts  were  fix  to  one  for  the  proteftants  \  and  that 
mod  of  the  princes  of  Cbri/iendom  were  combined 
for  hisalTiftance  *,  add  to  this,  that  the  government 
o^  Tangier  is  alfo  at  his  command,  and,  I  think, 
we  (hall  have  no  great  reafon  to  give  money  as  yet ; 
I  am  very  well  fatisfied,  Sir,  that  we  ought,  and 
muft  put  a  truft  in  the  King  •,  an  argument  much 
ufed  in  former  Parliaments,  I  do  admire  hath  been 
fo  long  forgotten  in  this.  I  am  fenfible  too,  that 
this  nation  cannot  be  happy,  unlefs  there  be  fuch  an 
underftanding  between  the  King  and  his  people,  as 
that  money  may  be  given.  But,  Sir,  if  the  things 
I  have  repeated  be  true,  as  I  am  afraid  they  are, 
how  fhall  we  be  fure,  that  what  money  we  give  fliall 
ever  go  to  the  King  ?  May  it  not  be  intercepted  by  the 
mighty  power  we  have  been  /peaking  of?  May  it  not 
be  a  great  temptation  for  carrying  on  the  plot,  efpe- 
cially  as  to  that  part  of  it  that  refers  to  his  facred 
life?  If  there  were  no  other  reafon  to  be  given  but 
this,  why  we  cannot  at  this  time  give  money,  I  think 
it  enough  :  For  there  is  a  perfeEl  contradt5lion  between 
the  King's  inter  eft  and  the  Diike*s  inter  eft  •,  and  until 
we  fee  about  the  King,  perfons  lefs  engaged  for  the 
Duke's  intereft,  we  cannot  anfwer  the  giving  of 
money  *,  and  I  humbly  move  you,  that  the  Com- 
mittee may  make  this  confideration  part  of  their  ad- 
drefs.     ,  - 

Mr,  Speaker,  Sir,  my  Lord  j5<?//^yZi  hath  not  only  ^^^'^'^'^^ 
been  governor  of  Tangier,  but  of  Hull  too  •,  and 
what  a  place  is  that  to  be  entrufted  with  a  papiff,  I 
refer  to  your  confideration.  And  he  was  not  only 
always  in  places  of  great  truft,  but  in  fo  great  a 
power,  that  none  of  the  laws  of  this  land  coukl  ever 
reach  him.  Only  upon  breaking  out  of  the  plot, 
he  was  committed  to  the  Tower  -,  but  now  that  he 
is  there,  he  hath  fo  much  pov/er,  (he  or  his  friendr> 
Dd  2  for 
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for  him^  as  that  he  hath  all  the  liberty  he  can  there 
defire  •,  and  farther  roceedings  againft  him  are  kept 
oiF  by  prorogations  and  diffolutions  of  Parliaments. 
By  which  the  evidence  of  the  mod  material  witneffes, 
as  to  the  plot,  is  loll,  and  great  endeavours  have  not 
been  wanting  to  corrupt  or  defame  the  reft.  By 
which  ic  is  plain,  though  he  be  in  the  T^ower^  yet 
his  intereft  is  not  much  abated  *,  infomuch,  as  many 
believe,  that  the  Duke's  intereft,  and  popery,  is  in 
a  great  meafure  carried  on,  upon  confultations  held 
with  him,  and  fome  of  the  reft  in  the  Tower,  At 
leaft  this  is  certain,  that  they  know  all  fecrets  of 
ftate  as  foon  as  any  perfons  without.  And  therefore 
I  think  we  are  not  yet  ripe  to  give  money  for  Tan- 
gier. And,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  Tangier  is 
a  nurfery  for  popifti  foldiers  -,  amongft  the  reft,  / 
think  captain  Tom  is  there^  who  was  to  have  headed 
the  apprentices  mutiny  f;?  London,  and  if  I  he  not 
mifinfor?ned,  a  captain  too  for  that  intended  eminent 
fervice.  When  we  are  affured  that  we  fhall  have  a 
good  proteftant  governor  and  garrifon  in  Tangier^ 
then  I  fliall  heartily  give  my  vote  for  money  for  it  •, 
but  I  am  afraid  that  will  never  be,  until  we  are  fure 
of  a  good  proteftant  fuccefTor  at  home.  Sir,  I  fee 
that  new  dangers  ftart  up  daily,  and  that  the  popifh 
intereft  is  ftrong  enough  to  bid  defiance  to  the  pro- 
teftants,  the  power  and  merits  of  the  Duke  being 
magnified  frequently  above  the  King's.  How  to 
prevent  the  growth  of  it,  I  do  not  know  ;  all  that 
we>  can  do  at  this  time  is  ,  to  appoint  a  Committee 
to  draw  up  an  addrefs  fas  hath  been  moved)  to  re- 
prefent  things  fairly  to  the  King,  and  pray,  Sir,  let 
it  be  drawn  with  that  duty  and  humility  as  becomes 
iubjs6ls,  hut  with  that  truth  and  plainnefs  as  hecomes 
a  true  Englifti  houfe  of  Commons, 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  am  very  fcnfible  of  the  dm-^^^f^ 
ger  of  popery,  and  am  ferry  to  fee  that  our  din-^l^^"^' 
ger  is  now  greater,  than  it  was  feven  days  ago  j  fee- 
ing we  are  not  like  to  have  thofe  laws  to  fecureus, 
which  we  hoped  (for ;  and  therefore  I  am  npt  for 
entering  into  any  debate  about  money,  But,  Sir, 
feeing  that  Tangier  is  a  place  of  fo  great  importance, 
and  in  fo  great  diftrefs,  and  feeing  his  Ma  jcfty  hath 
fo  heartily  and  earneftly  recommended  it  to  the  care 
of  this  houfe,  as  well  by  this  mefTage,  as  by  his 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  this  Parliament ;  I  humbly 
conceive  you  will  do  well  to  order,  that  a  true  ac- 
count be  brought  in  of  the  ftate  of  "Tangier^  that  fo 
it  may  be  in  a  readinefs  to  be  confidered  at  a  more 
leifure  time,  when  you  have  found  out,  and  are  af- 
fured,  that  you  (hall  havefome  expedients  to  fecure 
you  from  popery,  that  may  fatisfy  this  houfe  inftead 
of  the  exclufion  bill.  Some  fuch  order  may  fatisfy 
the  world,  that  we  were  making  all  the  hafte  we 
could  to  fupply  it,  that  fothe  lofs  of  it  (in  cafe  it 
fhould  fo  happenj  may  not  be  imputed  to  this  houfe. 
And  I  make  no  doubt  but  there  may  be  fome  way 
found  out,  fo  to  lodge  and  appropriate  the  money, 
as  that  it  may  be  fecure  for  that  ufe  -,  and  therefore 
I  humbly  move  you  that  you  would  order,  that  an 
account  of  the  ftate  and  condition  o^ Tangier  may  be 
brought  in. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  could  wifh  our  fears  and  jea-coi.s/rfii 
loufies  werp  either  fo  inconfiderable,  or  fo  well  over, 
as  that  we  were  ripe  to  confider  the  ftate  of  Tangier^ 
and  into  whofe  hands  to  lodge  money  for  it.     But 
if  our  bill  be  mifcarried,  and  the  power  andftrength  ' 
of  the  Duke's  party  be  as  I  have  heard,  I  think  we 
ought  in  the  tirft  place  to  confider,  whether  we 
have  any  thing  to  give  or  no.     And  if  we  find  we 
have  not,  or  that  it  is  in  great  jeopardy,  I  think  we  . 
ought  firft  to  fecure  that  a  little  .better,  before  we 
lKdktoH^Q\jixh^  Tangier,     I  confefs  the  arguments 
D  d  3  thac 
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that  1  hear  have  been  ufed  elfewhere  againft  our  bill, 
have  a  little  ftartled  me.     For   now  I  fee  why  all 
the  laws  made  againd  the  Duke  have  proved  in- 
eftcdlual  •,  and  that,  notwithftanding  all  the  endea- 
vours of  Parliament,  he  hath  had  the  adminiftration 
of  all  affairs,  not  only  in  England  ^nd  Scotland^  but 
1  think  in  Ireland  too,  (if  we  believe  the  Iri/b  wit- 
nefTcSsJ  even  fince  the  breaking  out  of  the  plot  : 
Even  becaufe  the  Duke  and  the  popilh  intereft  are, 
I  am  afraid,  ftrong  enough   for  the  King  and  the 
proteftant   intereft.     And  if  fo,    I  think  we  may 
take  it  for  granted,  that  we  have  not  any  thing  of 
our  own  ;  for  I  conclude,  if  popery  come  in,  not 
only  the  church-lands,   but  all   the  lands  we  have, 
•will  be  little  enough  for  them  •,  for  they  will   nev^r 
want  a  good,  holy,  fandlified,  religious  pretence, 
to  take  them  from  us :   Rather  than  fail,  I  doubt  not 
but  that  they  will  be  able  convincingly  to  make  out, 
that  we  are  baftards,  or  that  they  have  a  n^i  jure 
divino  ;  to  which  there  can  be  no  oppofition. 

Sir,  1  think  we  cannot  anfwer  to  God  nor  man  the 
giving  of  money,  until  there  be  a  great  reformation 
all  over  the  nation,  as  to  perfons  in  truft  and  com- 
mand.    Not  but  that  there  are  very  worthy  men  in 
feveral  places  •,  but  I  am  afraid,  no  where,  without 
being  over-powered  by  fuch  who  are  for  the  Duke's 
intereft :  And  for  my  part,  I  defire  to  fpeak  plain, 
/  cannot  ynake  any  dijVmElion  hetween  the  Duke's  inte- 
refi  and  the  ppi/h  intereft.     If  there  be  any  body  that 
can  fplit  that  hair,  I  wifh  he  would  do  the  houfe 
that  fervice  *,  for  I  take  it  to  be  a  material  point,  and 
fit  to  be  agreed  fome  way.     And   if  it  be  fo.  Sir, 
can  we  give  money,  as  long  as  there  are  eleven  to 
itvcxi  in  fome  places  certainly  known,  and   all  in 
Others,  and  in  places  of  great  importance  too  ?  . 

Sir,  I  am  very  fenfible  that  this  feflion  can  never 
befuccefsful,  nor  the  nation  happy,  unlefs  we  come 
to  have  fo  fair  an  iinderftanding  with  his  Majefty, 
AS  that  we  may  freely  give  him  money  ;  which  fee- 
ing 
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ing  it  cannot  be  done  with  any  fecurity  to  the  King 
or  his  government,  as  long  as  the  great  affairs  of 
this  nation  are  thus  influenced,  that  there  may  be  no 
jult  caufe  of  having  any  imputation  lie  at  our  door, 
I  agree  in  the  motions  th  it  have  been  made  for  an  ad- 
drefs,  and  defire  it  may  be  drawn  very  full  and  plain. 

Mr.  Speaker y  Sir,  I  am  much  afraid  of  Tangier,  Georie  f^tr- 
but  more  of  a  popifh  fuccelTor.  By  the  one  we  may"""* 
Jofe  fomething  of  trade;  but  by  the  other,  our  reli- 
gion, and  all  we  have,  (lands  in  danger.  And 
therefore,  uniill  we  are  fecured  as  to  that,  for  my 
own  part,  I  do  not  think  my  felf  concerned  in  any 
thing  elfe.  Sir,  for  thefe  two  years  laft  paft,  there 
hath  been  talk  of  expedients  tofecure  us  againft  po- 
pery •,  I  believe  it  was  only  to  quiet  our  thoughts, 
while  popery  fteals  on  upon  us.  For  we  are  fo  fat 
from  having  any  expedients  brought  to  perfection, 
to  fecure  us  againft  popery,  that  all  endeavours  go  on 
as  much  as  ever  to  bring  in  popery  :  Parliaments 
kept  off;  the  witnefTes  as  to  the  plots,  both  Englijh 
and  Irijhy  abufed  and  confumed  ;  the  church-men 
fet  up  to  labour  for  a  profecution  of  the  diflenters, 
in  order  to  divide  yet  more  the  proteftant  intercft  ; 
and  falfe  witnefles,  in  favour  of  popery,  countenanced 
and  encouraged. 

Sir,  Thefe  are  ftrange  expedients  againft  popery  ; 
I  begin  to  be  perfuaded,  that  our  cafe  is  very  defpe- 
rate,  and  that  the  popifh  party  themfelves  cannot 
contrive  any  thing  for  us  that  will  look  like  an  ex- 
pedient :  For  I  make  do  doubt,  but  the  whole  cabal 
of  jefuits  have  been  at  work  about  it,  and  that  they 
would  have  fpawned  fomething,  if  it  had  been  pof- 
fible,  before  now.  But  I  believe  it  is  found  to  be 
very  difficult  to  find  out  any  thing  that  will  look 
like  an  expedient,  and  yet  not  prove  fo:  And 
therefore  now  they  are  plainly  carrying  on  thofe 
things  that  muft  be  profecuted  in  order  to  efta- 
blifh  popery,  in  cafe  the  expectation  of  expedients 
D  d  4  fliould 
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fhould  not  longer  lull  the  people  adeep  •,  the  ridicul- 
ing of  the  plot,  the  divifions  between  our  church- 
men and  difiemcrs,  and  the  danger  or  inconfiftency 
of  Parliaments  with  a  monarchical  government : 
Which  ti:iings  will  deferve  a  longer  debate,  when  you 
fliall  think  good  to  appoint  a  day  for  them.  But,  in 
the  mean  time,  we  cannot  give  money  without  en- 
dangeriog  the  religion  and  governmentof  the  nation. 
But  that  we  may  always  (hew  to  hisMajefty's  melTages, 
that  refpecl  which  is  due  to  them,  and,  if  polTible, 
fatisfy  him,  that  our  refolutions  are  grounded  on 
true  reafon,  let  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  addrefs,  upon  the  debate  of  the  houfe. 

siiasruHs.  -^i^  Speaker^  Sir,  I  think  that  no  body  fhould 
%ove  you  to  take  the  ftate  of  Tangier  into  your  con- 
fideration  at  this  time,  without  an  apology  :  For,  if 
we  fnoul J  b'd  perfuaded  thereto,  we  may  be  reBedt- 
ed  on,  as  Nsro  was,  for  being  flaying  on  his  fiddle 
*when  Rome  was  en  fire.  When  we  are  in  fuch  dan- 
ger to  haveour  throat-,  cut  from  within,  to  what  pur- 
pofe  will  it  be  tofpend  our  time  about  fecuring  things 
abroad  ?  Eipecially  when  we  plainly  fee,  it  cannot 
be  efFeded  by  any  fupplies,  v  chout  increafing  our 
fears  and  dangers  of  our  defirudtion.  Is  not  all 
England  in  danger  to  be  loft  ?  Let  us  fecure  the  (hip, 
before  we  difpofe  of  the  cabbins.  When  we  are  fe- 
cure againit  a  popifn  fucceiTor,  anc'  "-'wt  ft.d-  of  hav- 
ing a  popifh  King,  then  it  will  be  time  to  think  of 
Tangier:  For,  as  the  power  of  a  popifli  fucceffor 
hath  lately  appeared  in  the  oppofition  made  to  our 
bill,  fo,  I  make  no  doubt  but  it  will  appear  in  the 
management  of  our  money- too,  if  we  fhould  give 
any.  W}>en  the  flomach  is  clean,  what  food  a  man 
takes  turns  to  nutriment,  and  prcferves  the  life  and 
ftrength  of  the  body  ♦,  but  when  the  Itomach  is  foul, 
food  turns  to  humour  and  deftrudicn.  Sir,  fo  it  is 
with  the  body  politic:  When  the  King  fhall  be 
pleafpd  to  remove  from  him  fuch  as  give  him^  ill  ad- 
vice. 
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vice,  and  are  againft  the  proteftant  intereft,  that  fo 
we  may  have  reafon  to  prefume,  that  the  money 
will  be  employed  for  our  good,  then  I  hope  we 
fhall  be  ready  to  fhew  our  duty,  in  giving  as  much 
money  as  his  occafions  (hall  require  •,  otherwife  I  am 
afraid  we  may  be  ferved  as  we  have  been  formerly. 
I  remember  when  11 00,000 1.  was  given  for  building 
ofjhips^  and  not  one /hip  built  \  and  above  two  millions 
given  tofupport  the  triple  league,  a7id  then  it  was  pre- 
fently  employed  for  the  breaking  of  it  \  when  1 200,000!. 
was  given  for  an  a5iual  war  with  France,  when  at 
the  fame  time  we  [were  under  all  the  obligations  for 
peacey  andfo  continued.  Sir,  thefe  are  fuch  material 
mementos,  as  we  ought  never  to  forget,  until  we 
have  more  caufe  to  look  forwards,  and  not  back- 
wards;  which  I  pray  God  we  may  have  v^rf 
fpeedily,  and  then  1  (hall  be  ready  to  join  in  giving 
of  money,  and  be  very  well  content  to  forget  all 
that  is  paft.  But  as  yet  I  think  our  condition  is  not 
fo  happy,  but  rather  fear  the  management  of  our  af- 
fairs is  very  much  out  of  order :  For  though  we  had 
never  more  treafurers,  yet  never  lefs  money  •,  never 
more  admirals,  yet  never  a  worfe  fi&et ,  and  though 
never  more  counfellors^  yet  never  lefs  fafety.  Of  which 
I  hope  his  Majefty  is,  or  will  be,  fenfible.  For  it 
cannot  be  imagined,  that  feeing  he  hath  fo  much 
care  for  Tangier,  he  ihould  want  any  for  the  nation. 
That  we  may  do  our  duty  in  giving  him  the  beft 
advice  we  can,  let  us  give  him  the  grounds  and  rea- 
fons  of  our  proceedings  by  an  addrefs,  as  hath  been 
moved. 

Mr.  Speaker,  If  ever  there  fhould  happen  in  this  i^ord  ii«jf</; 
nation  any  fuch  change,  as  that  /  fhould  not  have 
liberty  to  live  aprotefiant,  1  am  refolved  to  die  one  ; 
and  therefore  would  not  willingly  have  the  hands  of 
our  enemies  ftrengthned,  as  I  fuppofe  they  would 
be,  if  we  fhould  give  money  while  we  are  fure  ic 
muft  go^  to  the  hands  of  the  Duke's  creatures.  Doth 
--'  noc 
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not  the  Duke's  intereft  endanger  the  King's  life  ? 
and  are  not  our  Jives  and  fortunes  in  danger  to  be 
fwallowed  up  by  his  power  ?  And  fhall  we  yet 
make  them  ftronger,  by  putting  money  into  their 
hands?  No,  Sir,  they  are  too  ftrong  already  ;  but 
whenever  his  Majefty  fhall  be  pleafed  to  free  us  of 
the  danger  of  a  popifli  fucceflbr,  and  remove,  from 
his  council  and  places  of  truft,  all  thofe  that  are  for 
his  intereft,  (becaufe  there  can  be  no  diftindion 
made  between  the  Duke's  intereft  and  popifh,)  then. 
Sir,  I  will  conclude  that  what  money  we  fhall  give, 
will  be  difpofed  of  according  to  his  Majefty's  own 
royal  plcafure,  and  for  the  true  proteftant  intereft. 
And  I  (hall  be  ready  to  give  all  I  have  in  the  world, 
if  his  Majefty  ftiould  have  occafion  for  it*,  but  in 
the  mean  time  I  pray.  Sir,  let  us  not  endeavour  to 
deftroy  ourfelves  by  our  own  hands.  If  we  may 
not  be  fo  happy  as  to  better  the  condition  of  the 
nation,  I  pray,  Sir,  let  us  not  make  it  worfe.  And 
tintil  the  King  ^^11  be  pleafed  to  give  us  encourage- 
menc  lo  exprefs  our  duty  and  loyalty  to  him,  by 
giving  him  money,  let  us  do  it  by  making  an  addrefs. 

Mr.  rr//-  Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  have  reafon  to  have  fome 
^'^^'"'^'''- knowledge  oi  Tangier,  having  been  there  my  felf, 
and  converfed  all  my  life  time  with  perfons  that 
have  gone  up  and  down  thcSlreighis,  and  been  there 
many  times,  but  I  cinnot  agree  with  thofe  worthy 
members  that  make  it  a  place  of  fo  great  impor- 
tance. That  we  fhall  ever  thereby  open  a  trade 
with  the  Mjors  is  a  mere  chimera  ;  they  will  not 
have  any  trade  with  us.  All  the  hopes  we  can  have 
of  any  advantage  from  it,  is  from  the  mole,  if  it 
fhould  be  finifhed.  But  I  am  afraid  we  have  feen 
the  beft  of  it,  and  that  it  will  hardly  ever  be  brought 
to  more  perfedion  than  it  is.  But,  Sir,  if  it  (hould 
in  a  time  of  peace  with  Sp'W,  it  will  be  of  little 
ufeto  usi  for  the  bay  of  C^^iz  is  upon  feveral  ac- 
counts 
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Counts  fo  much  more  convenient  for  (hips  to  flop  at, 
that  it  will  always  be  preferred.  For  they  will  not 
only  have  a  fafe-riding,  but  the  merchant  fhips 
great  advantages,  made  by  freight  of  fales  of  goods, 
which  generally  happens  in  that  port,  and  of  good 
company,  whether  going  up  or  down  the  Stretghts, 
Oar  men  of  war  do  not  there  want  conveniencies  to 
careen,  or  other  neceffaries,  and  will  be  then  more 
ready  to  do  the  nation  fervice,  by  convoying  fhips, 
than  at  Tangier^  as  alfo  to  carry  on  the  money 
trade.  But  it  is  true,  that  in  a  time  of  a  war  with 
Spawy  it  would  be  very  ferviceable  to  us.  But  if  it 
muft  coft  looooo/.  per  annum^  and  if  a  war  with 
Spain  be  not  like  to  happen  one  year  in  twenty,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  certain  charge  will  amount  to 
more  than  the  uncertain  inconveniency,  and  there- 
fore that  we  need  not  be  fo  extremely  concerned 
for  it. 

Mr.  Speaker y  Sir,  I  fhould  not  have  concerned  Thomas 
my  fclf  in  this  debate,  but  that  I  differ  from  that^*"^' 
worthy  member  that  fpoke  laff.  For  I  think  it 
would  be  a  great  blow,  not  only  to  the  honour,  but 
to  the  trade  of  the  nation,  if  7*^;;^/^^  fhould  be  lofl. 
For  it  will  always  be  ferviceable,  as  well  for  our 
men  of  war  to  refort  to  for  provifions,  and  to  be 
cleaned,  in  order  to  check  the  rapine  of  the  Turksy 
or  oppofe  other  enemies,  as  for  the  protedlion  of  our 
merchant-men.  In  time  of  peace  with  Spain,  it 
will  fif  we  have  enemies)  be  better  to  have  two 
ports  than  one ;  in  time  of  war  with  Spain,  much 
better  have  this  than  none.  And  even  in  the  time 
of  peace,  it  muft  be  ferviceable  upon  many  occa- 
lions,  becaufe  of  its  fituation  on  the  Barhary  fide, 
as  I  take  it,  and  Cadiz  on  the  chriftian  fhore,  and 
both  near  the  Str eights-mouth,  the  greateft  pafTage 
for  fhips  in  the  world.  And  by  parting  with  it,  wc 
may  not  only  be  prejudiced  for  want  of  the  conveni- 
ency  of  it,  but  by  the  great  inconveniencies  that  may 

arife. 
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arife,  by  ialling  into  the  hands  of  th^  French,  Turksy 
Moors ^  or  Spaniards,  And  therefore  I  think  the 
charge  of  maintaining  it  muft  not  be  confidered  in 
this  cafe  ;  and  it.is  not  fo  much,  but  that  if  we  could 
once  fall  into  the  way  offending  good  governors 
there,  that  would  mind  the  promoting  of  trade, 
haply]  the  gains  that  might  be  levied  thereon  would 
in  Ibme  time  prove  fufficient  to  maintain  the  garri- 
fon.  And  if  we  fhould  now  part  with  it,  we  fiiould 
lofe  the  two  millions  we  have  laid  out  on  the  Mole^ 
which  I  think  may  alfo  be  worth  our  confideration. 
Sir,  1  do  well  remember  what  a  cry  there  was  in 
this  nation,  upon  the  delivery  up  of  Dunkirk  to  the 
French  •,  I  believe  if  Tangier  fliould  be  delivered  up, 
there  would  be  m,ore,  and  1  think  not  without  caufe 
too.  For  I  am  afraid,  that  whenever  we  may 
have  a  war  with  France^  we  fhall  find  that  he  hath 
already  too  many  locks  upon  us  in  the  Streigbts^  fee- 
incr  he  is  fo  formidable  at  iea.  And  I  think  if  it  were 
for  no  other  reafon  but  to  kcu]^  the  place  out  of  his 
hands,  we  ought  to  keep  the  pofleflion  of  this 
place. 

Rir  L.y.n-  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  by  the  difcourfe  which  the  wor- 
^'"''  thy  member  made  which  fpoke  laft,  I  hope  you  are 
fully  fuisfied  that  Tangier  is  a  place  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  you  may  conclude  that  his  Majefty  is 
clearly  of  that  opinion,  or  elfe  it  is  not  likely,  that 
after  he  had  recommended  it  to  you  in  his  fpeech, 
he  would  now  fo  foon  have  m^inded  you  of  it  again 
by  his  meflige.  And  being  lo,  I  hope  this  houfe 
will  not  have  the  lofs  of  it  lie  at  their  doors,  which 
I  take  for  granted  will  be  the  fate  thereof,  if  fome 
fiipply  be  not  given  for  its  fupport  fpeedily.  For 
his  Majefty's  revenue  will  not  bear  the  advancing  of 
more  inoney  towards  it,  the  great  fupphes  lately 
fent,  having  been  very  chargeable  •,  and  yet  there 
mull  be  an  additional  fupply,  and  that  a  confiderable 
one  too,  e'rt  long,  to  make  up  the  garrifon  four  thou- 

fand 
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fand  men,  or  elfe  the  governor  writes  he  cannot  be 
in  a  pofture  to  defend  the  town,  the  army  of  the 
Moors  is  fo  potent. 

Sir,  I  have  heard  the  many  reafons  that  have  been 
given,  why  money  cannot  be  at  prefent  advanced,  I 
cannot  fay,  without  being  much  concerned  to  hear 
the  minillers  fo  arraigned,  and  I  think  without 
caufe  ;  for  1  believe  there  are  none  about  his  Ma- 
jefty  but  what  are  very  good  proteftants,  and  willing 
to  do  all  they  can  for  thatintereft:  Which  I  hope 
upon  a  farther  confideration  will  not  be  found  to  be 
in  fuch  apparent  danger.  But  if  there  be  any  thing 
amifs,  which  in  the  management  of  fo  great  affairs 
under  fuch  difficulties  as  the  nation  hath  lately 
ftruggled  under,  may  poffibly  be,  lam  confident 
the  lofs  oi  'Tangier  will  no  way  remedy  it  -,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  giving  of  money  for  thefupportof 
Tangier^  being  his  Majefty  doth  fo  earneftly  defire 
it,  is,  I  think,  the  only  way  of  this  houfe  to  gain  a 
good  opinion  with  bis  Majefty,  and  to  obtain  what 
they  defire ;  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  take  it 
into  your  confideration. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  My  apprehenfions  as  to  the  sir  f.  rf?». 
ftate  of  the  nation,  and  danger  of  popery,  are  no  "'"-«"«• 
way  abated  by  what  this  honourable  member  hath 
faid  •,  and  therefore  I  think  the  bufinefs  of  Tangier 
looks  too  little  for  this  day's  debate.  Efpecially  if 
we  confider  how  the  bill,  upon  which  all  our  hopes 
were  grounded,  as  to  the  fecurity  of  our  religion, 
hath  been  ufed  by  the  Lords,  thrown  out  without  fo 
much  as  a  conference,  whereas  they  do  not  ufually 
do  fo,  with  bills  that  relate  to  fome  little  trade.  It 
is  ftrange  that  after  they  have  fo  often  declared  the 
danger  of  popery,  and  a  popifh  plot,  They  will  nei- 
ther receive  any  remedy  from  us,  norpropoje  any  to  us. 
But  rather,  on  the  contrary,  be  fo  induftrious  to 
blaflt  all  our  endeavours  that  tend  that  way  ;  well 
may  we  be  afraid  of  our  religion,  If  the  fathers  of 
S  the 
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the  church  will  join^  in  being  againft  the  only  means 
that  canfaveit,  Thefe  are  frelh  inftances  of  the 
mighty  power  and  influence  of  a  popiQi  fucceflbr  -, 
what  may  we  expecfl  from  them  if  we  fhould  have  a 
popilhKing?  I  think,  Sir,  if  there  were  no  other 
reafon,  it  is  enough  fo  make  us  cautious  how  we 
give  money  •,  and  to  take  fuch  notice  of  it  in  our  ad- 
drefs  as  may  be  convenient. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  This  debate  hath  more  of 
weight  in  it,  than  the  bufmefs  of  Tangier^  I  think. 
As  affairs  now  ftand,  the  mod  part  of  chriftendom 
is  concerned  in  it,  I  am  fure  all  the  proteftants. 
And  therefore  I  hope  your  patience  will  hold  out, 
to  have  the  whole  circumftances  of  it  fairly  ex- 
amined :  For  the  arguments  that  have  been  offer- 
ed in  the  confideration  of  this  mefTagc,  have  in- 
larged  the  debate  farther  than  was  at  firft  intended, 
and  have  brought  the  whole  ftate  of  the  nation  in 
fome  meafure  before  you,  inftead  of  that  one  parti- 
cular bufinefs  oi'Tangier-,  fo  that  now  what  re- 
folve  you  make  will  be  a  difcovery  of  your  incli- 
nations, not  only  as  to  what  you  intend  to  do  as 
to  a  fupply  for  Tangier^  but  as  to  giving  money 
for  alliances  and  all  other  occafions,  upon  which 
refult  the  good  or  bad  fuccefs  of  this  Parliament 
doth  depend.  As  to  Tangier^  I  do  agree  with 
that  worthy  member  that  fpoke  before,  (though 
many  are  of  a  different  opinion)  that  it  is  not  of 
any  great  ufe  to  us  upon  the  account  of  any  advan- 
tage we  (hall  make  by  it.  But  however,  I  think 
it  is  very  well  worth  our  keeping,  becaufe  of  the 
difadvantages  we  fhould  receive  by  it,  if  it  (hould 
fall  into  the  h;;nds  either  of  the  Turk,  or  Spaniard^ 
but  efpccially  tht  French-,  who  will  not  only  be 
thereby  enabled  to  fetter  us,  as  to  our  trade  in  the 
Levant,  but  to  curb  alfo  all  other  nations  whatfo- 
tver,  and  be  fuch  an  addition  to  the  too  great 
power  he  hath  acquired,  both  by  fea  and  land  al- 
ready,  that  1  am  of  opinion  we  ought  to  be  very 

cautious 
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cautious  how  we  weaken  the  fecurity  we  now  have 
that  it  Ihall  not  fall  into  his  hands.  But  if  the 
mole  and  the  town  could  be  blown  into  the  air,  or 
other  wife  reduced  into  its  firft  chaos,  I  think,  con- 
fidering  the  charge  it  will  coft  keeping,  England 
would  not  be  much  the  worfe  for  if,  but  to  move 
you  to  confider  any  thing  about  that,  at  this  time, 
cannot  be  proper,  becaufe  the  Moors  have  fo  be- 
fieged  it,  that  the  firft  thing  that  mull  be  done, 
whether  in  order  to  keep  it,  or  deftroy  it,  is,  to 
beat  them  off,  by  fome  fpeedy  fupplies  which  muft 
be  prefently  fent,  or  elfe  the  town,  according  to 
the  beft  information  come  from  thence,  is  like  to 
be  loft.  And,  Sir,  I  think  this  fingle  confidera- 
tion  may  be  perfuafive  to  move  you  to  give  fome 
fuch  fupply,  as  may  be  precifely  neceftary  for  the 
defence  and  protedlion  of  this  place.  A  fmall  fum 
of  money,  in  comparifon  of  what  this  houfe  hath 
formerly  given,  may  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  his 
Majefty's  expedation,  and  fecure  the  place  too. 
But  I  muft  confefs.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  confideration 
of  'Tangier  that  makes  me  prefs  you  to  it ;  but  the 
deplorable  eftate  of  the  proteftants  abroad.  Sir,  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  ferve  his  Majefty  in  fome 
public  employments,  and  by  that  means  may  be 
a  little  more  fenfible  of  the  (late  of  affairs  in  refe- 
rence to  our  neighbours,  than  others  may  be,  hav- 
ing not  only  had  the  advantage  of  information, 
but  was  under  a  neceflity  of  ufing  my  beft  endea- 
vours to  get  a  true  account  of  them.  Sir,  1  am 
confident  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  this  Parlia- 
ment •,  and  not  only  the  proteftants  abroad^  hut  many 
catholic  countries,  {who  ftand  in  fear  of  the  power 
o/' France)  do  think  themfelves  as  much  concerned  in 
the  fuccefs  of  this  Parliament,  as  this  houfe ^  and  will 
he  as  7nuch  perplexed  to  hear  any  ill  news  thereof 
This,  Sir,  as  well  as  the  neceffities  of  our  affairs  at 
home,  makes  me  trouble  you  at  this  time,  to  de- 
fire  you  to  be  careful  what  you  do,  that  we  may 

not 
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not  occafion  in  his  Majefty  any  diflikc  to  this 
houfe.  Whatever  you  do  as  to  the  bufinefs  of 
money  for  Tangier^  I  pray,  Sir,  let  there  be  no 
notice  taken  in  your  addrefs,  of  the  Lords  hav- 
ing caft  out  your  bill  5  for  we  have  no  reafon  to 
think  the  King  was  any  ways  concerned  therein. 
To  throw  out  a  bill  of  fo  great  importance,  with- 
out a  conference,  was,  in  my  humble  opinion,  very 
ft  range,  and  contrary  to  the  ufual  proceedings  of 
that  houfe.  But  pray.  Sir,  let  it  lie  at  their  doors 
that  did  it,  for  the  King  could  not  be  concerned 
in  a  parliamentary  way.  For  by  this  means  we 
IJiay  obviate  all  mifunderftandings  with  his  Majc- 
fly  about  this  affair,  and,  I  hope,  create  in  him  a 
good  opinion  of  this  houfe,  upon  which  the  welfare 
not  only  of  this  nation,  but  of  Europe^  doth  much 
depend. 

Sir,  his  Majefty  in  his  meffage  puts  you  in  mind 
of  giving  advice  as  well  as  money.  I  think  if  we 
make  that  expreffion  the  ground  of  our  ^  addrefs, 
we  may  naturally  graft  very  good  things  thereon, 
efpecially  what  may  conduce  to  the  prefervation 
of  a  fair  correfpondencc.  Sir,  Though  a  King  alone 
cannot fave  a  kingdom^  yet  a  King  alone  can  do  very 
much  to  ruin  it ;  and  though  Parliaments  alone  cannot 
fave  this  kingdom^  yet  Parlia7nents  alone  may  do  much 
to  ruin  it.  And  therefore  we  cannot  be  too  circum- 
fpc(5l  in  what  we  do.  It  is  our  fortune  to  fit  here 
in  a  critical  time,  when  not  only  the  affairs  of  this 
nation,  but  the  proteftant  religion  abroad,  need  our 
continuance  •,  and  for  the  fame  reafon  we  may  juft- 
ly  fear,  that  there  are  thofe  who  endeavour  to  con- 
trive the  putting  off  this  Parliament.  I  pray.  Sir, 
let  us  not  give  them  any  advantage,  and  then  I 
doubt  not  but  his  Majefty's  care  and  goodnefs  will 
at  lail  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  bring  this  fef- 
fton  to  a  happy  concliifion. 
£i*.r,f  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  I  think  his  Majefty  may  eafily 

v^erh^.      fend  fiiccour  to  Tangier  without  any  great  charge. 
'^^        '  Here 
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Here  are  three  or  four  regiments  of  foldiers  about 
this  town,  which  do  rather  hurt,  than  good  to  the 
nation  ;  and  therefore  may  very  well  be  fpared  ; 
and  then  that  money  which  pays  them  now  here, 
may  pay  them  there,  and  fo  I  fuppofe  there  will  be 
no  need  of  money,  fave  only  for  their  tranfportation. 
Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  This  bufinefs  hath  been  fo 
long  and  fairly  debated,  as  that  I  think  it  is  high 
time  you  fhould  come  to  a  queftion,  and  put  the 
bufinefs  off  your  hands.  I  hope  there  will  be  great 
care  taken  in  drawing  this  addrefs,  that  fo  our  ene- 
mies may  not  have  any  ground  to  reprefent  us  as  a 
ftubborn  Parliament,  that  have  no  intention  to  give 
money  upon  any  terms  whatfoever.  I  think.  Sir, 
we  may  be  plain  with  his  Majefty,  and  give  him 
as  full  afiurance  as  ever  any  houfe  of  Commons 
did,  that  when  we  have  thofe  things  granted,  which 
are  unavoidably  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
religion,  that  we  will  freely  and  heartily  give  mo- 
ney for  the  fupply  of  his  occafions  -,  and  I  can- 
not but  hope,  that  fuch  fair  proceedings  will  oc- 
cafion  a  happy  ilTue  to  this  parliament.  For  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  the  King  is  very 
fenfible,  'That  he  ozves  more  to  his  people  in  general, 
than  to  any  one  man^  he  he  brother^  or  any  other 
relation  \  and  that  he  cannot^  without  much  trouble 
to  him f elf ^  hecaufe  of  his  coronation  oath^  longer  per^ 
7nit  that  our  laws  and  religion  Jhould  he  in  fuch  immi- 
nent  danger.  And  therefore  I  hope  that  we  Ihall 
not  only  have  a  fair  correfpondency  continued,  but 
alfo  a  gracious  compliance,  in  what  we  have  de- 
fired  for  the  effedual  fecurity  of  our  religion,  and 
therefore  would  defire  you  to  put  the  queftion  for  a 
committee. 


Vol.  I.  E  e  Refolved, 
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Refblved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to  draw 
tip  an  addrejs  to  he  prefented  to  his  Majefty^  up- 
on the  debate  of  the  hoiife^  humbly  representing 
to  his  Majefty  the  dangerous  ft  ate  and  condition  of 
the  kingdom^  in  anfwer  to  his  Majeflfs  meffage. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Commons  in  Par- 
liament affembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  mod  excellent  Majefty, 

ITT  E  your  Majelty's  moft  obedient  and  loyal 
^^  fubj-cls,  the  Commons  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled, having  with  all  duty  and  regard  taken  in- 
to our  feriousconfideration,  your  Majefty's  late  mef- 
fage relating  to  Tangier^  cannot  but  account  the 
prefent  condition  of  it,  as  your  Majefty  is  pleafed 
to  reprefent  it  in  your  facred  meflage,  (after  fo  vaft 
a  treafurc  expended  to  make  it  ufeful)  not  only  as 
one  infelicity  more  added  to  the  afflided  eftate  of 
your  Majefty's  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  but  as 
one  refult  alfo  of  the  fame  counfels  and  defigns, 
which  have  brought  your  Majefty's  perfon,  crown 
and  kingdoms,  into  thofe  great  and  imminent  dan- 
gers, with  which  at  this  day  they  are  furrounded  -, 
and  we  are  the  lefs  furprized  to  hear  of  the  exigen- 
cies of  Tangier^  when  v;e  remember,  that  fince  it 
became  part  of  your  Majefty's  dominions,  it  hath 
feveral  times  been  under  the  command  of  popifh 
governors,  (particularly  for  fome  time  under  the 
command  of  a  Lord  impeached,  and  now  prifoner 
in  the  ^ower  for  the  execrable  and  horrid  popifh 
plot,)  that  the  fupplies  fent  thither  have  been  in 
great  part  made  up  of  popifh  officers  and  foldiers, 
and  that  the  Irifi  papifts  amongft  the  foldiers  of 
that  garrifon,  have  been  the  perfons  moft  counte- 
nanced and  encouraged. 

To 
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To  that  part  of  your  Majefty's  mefTage,  which 
cxpreffes  a  reliance  upon  this  houfe  for  the  fupport 
o^Tangier^  and  a  recommendation  of  it  to  our  fpeedy 
care,  we  do  with  all  humility  and  reverence  give 
thisanfwer:  That  although,  indue  time  and  order, 
we  fhall  omit  nothing  incumbent  on  us  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  eve^y  part  of  your  Majefty's  dominions, 
and  advancing  the  profperity  and  flourifhing  eftate 
of  this  kingdom  ;  yet  at  this  time,  when  a  cloud, 
which  has  fo  long  threatned  this  land,  is  ready  to 
break  upon  our  heads  in  a  ftorm  of  ruin  and  con- 
fufion,  to  enter  into  any  farther  confideration  of  this 
matter,  cfpecially  to  come  to  any  refolutions  in  it, 
before  we  are  effedlually  fecured  from  the  imminent 
and  apparent  dangers,  arifing  from  the  power  of 
popifh  perfons  and  counfels,  we  humbly  conceive 
will  not  confift  either  with  our  duty  to  your  Majefty, 
or  the  truft  repofed  in  us  by  thofe  we  reprefent. 

It  is  not  unknown  to  your  Majefty  how  reftlefs 
the  endeavours,  and  how  bold  the  attempts  of  the 
popifh  party,  for  many  years  laft  paft,  have  been, 
not  only  within  this,  but  other  your  Majefty's  king- 
doms, to  introduce  the  romifti,  and  utterly  to  ex- 
tirpate the  true  proteftant  religion.  The  feveral 
approaches  they  have  made  towards  the  compaffing 
this  their  defign  (alTifted  by  the  treachery  of  per- 
fidious proteftants,)  have  beenfo  ftrangely  fuccefsful, 
that  it  is  matter  of  admiration  to  us,  and  which  we 
can  only  afcribe  to  an  over-ruling  providence,  that 
your  Majefty's  reign  is  ftill  continued  over  us,  and 
that  wc  are  yet  aftembled  to  confult  the  means  of 
our  prefervation.  This  bloody  and  reftlefs  party, 
not  content  with  the  great  liberty  they  had  a  long 
time  enjoyed,  to  exercile  their  own  religion  privately 
amongft  themfelves,  to  partake  of  an  equal  free- 
dom of  their  perfons  andeftates,  with  your  Majefty's 
proteftvant  fubjeds,  and  of  an  advantage  above  them, 
in  being  excufed  from  chargeable  offices  and  cm- 
E  e  2  ploymcnts, 
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ployments,  hath  fo  far  prevailed,    as  to  find  coun- 
tenance, for  an  open  and   avowed  pradice  of  their 
fuperfhition  and  idolatry,  without  controul,  in  feveral 
parts  of  this    kingdom.     Great  fwarms  of  priefts 
and  jefiiits  have  rcforted  hither,  and  have  here  ex- 
erciled  their  jurifdidlion,  and  been  daily  tampering 
to  pervert  the  confciences  of  your  Majefty's  fubjedh. 
Their  oppofers  they  have  found  means  to  difgrace  •, 
and    if   they   were  judges,  juftices  of  the  peace,  or 
other  magiftrateSj  to  have  them  turned  out  of  com- 
mifiion  •,  and  in .  contempt  of  the  known  laws  of  the 
land,  they   have  pradtiled  upon  people  of  all  ranks 
and  qualities,  and  gained  over  divers   to  their  re- 
ligion ;  fome  openly  to  profefs  it,  others  fecretly  to 
efpoufe  it,  as  mod  conduced  to  the  fer vice  thereof. 
After  fome  time  they  became  able  to  influence 
matters  of  ftate   and  government  •,  and  thereby  to 
deilroy  thofethey  cannot  corrupt.  The  continuance, 
or  prorogation  of  Parliaments,  has  been   accom- 
modated to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  that  party .  Money 
railed  upon  the  people  to  fupply  your  Majefty's  ex- 
traordinary occafions,    was,    by   the  prevalence  pf 
popifh  councils,  imployed  to  make  war  upon  a  pro. 
teftant  ftate,  and  to  advance  and  augment  the  dread- 
ful power  of  the  French  King  \   though  to  the  appa- 
rent hazard  of  this,  and  all  other   proteftant  coun- 
tries.    Great   numbers  of  your   Majefty's  fubjedts 
were  fent  into,  and  continued  in  the  lervice  of  that 
King,  notwithftanding  the  apparent  intereft  of  your 
Majefty's  kingdoms,  the  addrelTesof  the  Parliament, 
and  your  Majefty's  gracious  proclamations  to  the 
contrary.     Nor  can  we   forbear  to  mention,  how 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  fame  war,  even  themi- 
nifters  of  England  were  made  inftruments  to  prefs 
upon  that  ftate,    the   acceptance  of  one  demand, 
among  others,  from  the  Fr^/zr/^  King,  for  procuring 
their  peace  with  him,  that  they  fhould  admit  the 
public   exercife   of  the  reman  catholic  religion  in 
the  United  Provinces  9  the  churches  there  to  be  di- 
vided ; 
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vided  •,  and  the  RomiJJo  priefts  maintained  out  of  the 
public  revenue. 

At  home,  if  your  Majefty  did  at  any  time,  by 
the  advice  of  your  privy  council,  or  of  your  two 
houfes  of  Parliament,  command  the  laws  to  be  put 
in  execution  againft  the  {papifts,  even  from  thence 
they  gained  advantage  to  their  party,  while  the  edge 
of  thofe  laws  was  turned  againft  proteftani  diflenters; 
and  the  papifts  efcaped,  in  a  manner,  untouched. 
The  adt  of  Parliament,  enjoining  a  teft  to  be  taken 
by  all  perfons  admitted  into  any  public  office,  and 
intended  for  a  fecurity  againft  papifts  coming  into 
employment,  had  fo  little  effedl,  that,  either  by  a 
difpenfation  obtained  from  Roine^  they  fubmitted  to 
thofe  tefts,  and  held  their  offices  themfelves  ;  or 
thofe  put  in  their  places  were  fo  favourable  to  the 
fame  interefts,  that  popery  it  felf  rather  gained, 
than  loft  ground  fince  that  adl. 

But  that  their  bufinefs  in  hand  might  yet  more 
fpeedily  and  ftrongly  proceed,  at  length  a  popifh 
fecretary  (fince  executed  for  his  treafons)  takes  upon 
him  to  fet  afoot  and  maintain  correfpondencies  at 
Rome^  (particularly  with  a  native  fubjed:  of  your 
Majefty's,  promoted  to  be  a  Cardinal)  and  in  the 
courts  of  other  foreign  Princes  (to  ufe  their   own  ^ 

form  of  fpeech)  for  the  fubduing  that  peftilent  he-  ^ 

refy,  which  has  fo  long  domineered  over  this 
northern  world  ;  that  is,  to  root  the  protcftant  reli- 
gion out  of  England  \  and  thereby  to  make  way 
the  more  eafily,  to  do  the  fame  in  other  proteftant 
countries. 

Towards  the  doing  of  this  great  work,  (as  Mr. 
Coleman  was  pleafed  to  call  it)  Jefuits  ('the  moft  dan  - 
gerous  of  all  the  popifh  orders,  to  the  lives  and 
eftates  of  princes)  were  diftributed  to  the  feveral 
precincls  within  this  kingdom,  and  held  joint  coun- 
cils with  thofe  of  the  fame  order,  in  all  neighbouring 
popifti  countries :  Out  of  thefe  councils  and  cor- 
refpondencies was  hatched  that  damnable  andhelHfti 
E  e  3  plot. 
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plot,  by  the  good  providence  of  Almighty  God, 
brought  to  light  above  two  years  fince,  but  ftill 
threatning  us ;  wherein  traytors,  impatient  of  longer 
delay,  reckoning  the  prolonging  of  your  facred 
Majefty's  life,  (which  God  long  preferve)  as  the 
great  obftacle  in  the  way  to  the  confummation  of 
their  hopes  •,  and  having  in  their  profped  a  profe- 
lyted  prince,  immediately  to  fucceed  in  the  throne 
of  thele  kingdoms,  refolved  to  begin  their  work 
with  the  affaffination  of  your  Majefty  ;  to  carry  it 
on  with  armed  force  ;  to  deftroy  your  proteftant 
fubjeds  in  England ;  to  execute  a  fecond  maffacre  in 
Ireland  %  and  fowitheafeto  arrive  at  the  fuppreflion 
of  our  religion,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

When  this  accurfed  confpiracy  began  to  be  difco* 
vered,  they  began  thefmothering  itup  with  the  bar- 
barous murder  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  within  one 
of  your  Majefty's  own  palaces,  who  had  taken  fome 
examinations  concerning  it. 

Amidft  thefe  diiLra6lions  and  fears,  popifh  officers 
for  the  command  of  forces,  were  allowed  upon  the 
mufters  by   fpecial  orders  (furreptitioufly  obtained 
from  your  Majefty)  •,  but  counterfigned  i3y  a  fecre- 
tfk  tary  of  ftate,  without  ever  pafTing  under  the  tells 

i^  prefcribed  by  the  aforementioned  a(fl  of  Parliament, 

in  like  manner,  above  fifty  new  commifTions  were 
granted  about  the  fame  time  to  known  papifts,  be- 
fides  a  great  number  of  defperate  popifh  officers, 
though  out  ol  command,  yet  entertained  at  half  pay. 
"When  in  the  next  Parliament,  the  houfe  of  Commons 
were  prepared  to  bring  to  a  legal  trial  the  principal 
confpirators  in  this  plot,  that  Parliament  was  firft 
prorogued,  and  then  diiTolved.  The  interval  be- 
tween the  calling  and  fitting  of  this  Parliament  was 
fb  long,  that  now  they  conceive  hopes  of  covering 
all  their  paft*  crimes,  and  gaining  a  feafonable  time 
and  advantages  ofpradifing  them  more  effedlually. 

WitnefTts 
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Witneffes  are  attempted  to  be  corrupted  ;  and  not 
only  promifes  of  reward,  but  of  the  favour  of  your 
Majefty's  brother,  made  the  motives  to  their  com- 
pliance !  Divers  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's proteftant  fubjeds  have  crimes  of  the  higheft 
nature  forged  againft  them  ;  the  charge  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  fubornation  and  perjury,  that  they  may- 
be deftroyed  by  forms  of  law  and  juftice. 

A  Prefentment  being  prepared  for  a  grand  jury 
oF  Middlefex,  againft  your  Majefty's  faid  brorher, 
the  Duke  of  I'ork  (under  whofe  countenance  all  the 
reft  flicker  themfelves)  the  grand  jury  were,  in  an  un- 
heard of,  and  unprecedented,  and  illegal  manner, 
difcharged  ;  and  th.it  with  fo  much  hafte  and  fear, 
left  they  fliould  finifti  that  prefentment^  that  they 
were  prevented  from  delivering  many  other  indi^- 
ments^  by  them  at  that  time  found  againft  other  popifh 
recufants.  Becaufe  a  pamphlet  came  forth  weekly, 
called,  ne  weekly  packet  of  advice  frotn  Rome  ; 
which  expofes  popery,  (as  itdeferves)  as  ridiculous 
to  the  people  \  a  new  and  arbitrary  rule  of  court 
was  made  in  your  Majefty's  court  of  King's  bench, 
frather  in<^e  a  ftar-chamber,  than  a  court  of  law) 
That  the  fame  ftiould  not,  for  the  future,  be  printed 
by  any  perfon  whatfoever. 

We  acknowledge  your  Majefty's  grace  and  care,  ^ 

in  ifluing  forth  divers  proclamations  fince  the  difco- 
very  of  the  plot,  for  the  baniftiing  papifts  from 
about  this  great  city,  and  refidence  of  your  Majefty's 
court,  and  the  Parliament  -,  but  with  trouble  of 
mind  do  we  humbly  inform  your  jVIajefty,  That, 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  prohibinons,  great  numbers 
of  them,  and  of  the  moft  dangerous  fort,  to  the  ter- 
ror of  your  Majefty's  proteftant  fubjcdfs,  do  daily 
refort  hither,  and  abide  here.  Under  thefe,  and 
other  fad  effeds  and  evidences  of  the  pre  valency  of  po- 
pery, and  its  adherents,We  your  Majefty's  moft  faith- 
ful Commons  found  this  your  Majefty's  diftrefTed 
E  e  4  kingdom. 
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kingdom,    and   other    parts  of  your    dominions, 
labouring,  when  we  affembled. 

And  therefore  from  our  allegiance  to  your  Ma- 
iefty,  our  zeal  to   our  religion,  our  faithfulnefs  to 
our  country,  and   our  care  of  pofterity,  We  have 
lately,  upon  mature  deliberation,  propofed  one  re- 
medy of  thefe  great  evils  -,  without  which  (in  our 
judgments)  all  others  will  prove  vain  and  fruitlefs  ; 
and     (like  all  deceitful    fecurities    againft    certain 
dangers)  will  rather  expofe  your  Majefty's  perfon  to 
the  great   hazard,    and  the  people,  together  with 
all  that's  valuable  to  them,  as  men  or  Chriftians,  to 
utter   ruin   and  deftrudlion.     We  have  taken  this 
occafion  of  an  accefs  to  your  Majefty's   royal  pre- 
fence,  humbly  to  lay  before  your  Majefty's  great 
judgment  and    gracious    confideration,    this    moft 
dreadful   defign  of  introducing  popery^  and,  as  ne- 
cefTary  confequences  of  it,  all  other  calamities,   into 
your  Majefty's  kingdoms.     And    if  after  all   this, 
the  private  fuggeftions  of  the  fubtle  accomplices   of 
that  party  and  defign   ftiould  yet  prevail,  either  to 
elude,  or  totally  obftru6l  the  faithful  endeavours  of 
Us  your  Commons,  for   an   unhappy  fettlement  of 
l^is  kingdom.  We  Ihallhave  this  remaining  comfort. 
That  we  have  freed  our  felves  from  the  guilt  of  that 
blood  and  defolation  which  is    like  to  enfue.     But 
our  only  hope,  next  under  God,  is   in  yourfacred 
Majefty,  That,    by  your  great  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs,  we  may  be   efredfually  fecured  from  popery, 
and  all  the  evils  that  attend  it :  And  that  none  but 
perfons  of  known  fidelity  to  your  Majefty,  and  fin- 
cere  affedions  to  the  protcftant  religion,  may  be 
put  into  any  employment,  civil  or  military  •,  that 
whilft  we  fliall  give  a  fupply  to  Tangier,  we  may  be 
aftured   we   do  not  augment  the  ftrength  of  our  po- 
pi/b  adverfiries,    nor   encreafe  our  own    dangers. 
Which   dcfires  of  your  faithful  Commons,  if  your 
Majefty  fhall  gracioufly  vouchfafe  to  grant,  we  fliall 
not  only  be  ready  to  aflift  your  Majefty  in  defence 

of 
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of  Tangier,  but  do  whatfoever  elfe  fhall  be  in  our 
power,  to  enable  your  Majefty  to  protect  the  protef- 
tant  religion  and  intereft  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and 
to  refift  and  repel  the  attempts  of  your  Majefty's, 
and  the  kingdom's  enemies. 

The  ipho^  November y  1680. 


fonis. 


The  \ph  oi  November^   1680. 

Several  perfo72S  exmnined  about  the  difmijji?ig  of 
a  Grand-Jury  in  Middlefex. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

SIR,  The  prefervation  of  the  government  in si/wnnam 
general,  as  well  as  our  particular  fafeties,  have^" 
a  dependance  upon  the  matter  that  is  now  before  you-, 
in  which  there  are  fo  many  mifcarriages  fo  compli- 
cated, as  there  arifeth  fome  difficulty  how  to  exa- 
mine them.  I  cannot  but  obferve,  how  the  procla- 
mation is  here  again  mentioned  ;  by  which  you 
may  conclude,  there  lieth  a  great  weight  on  the 
people's  right  to  petition  by  means  thereof;  and 
that  the  beft  way  to  remove  it  is,  to  find  out  the 
advifers  and  contrivers  of  that  proclamation,  in  or- 
der to  proceed  againft  them  according  to  their  deferts. 
Without  which,  what  you  have  done  in  aflerting  the 
right  of  petitioning,  will  remain  with  fome  doubt ; 
and  thofe  that  advifed  the  proclaiming  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  it  is  feditious  to  petition  the  King,  without 
that  chaftifement  they  deftrrve.  And  therefore  I 
humbly  conceive,  you  will  do  well  toconfiderof  it  as 
foon  as  you  can.  It  is  not  ftrange,  that  the  pro^ 
clamation  fhall  be  made  ufe  of  with  country  gentle- 
men,  to  get  abhorrers  to  petitioning  ;  feeing  the 
judges  themfelves  have  made  ufe  of  it  to  that  pur- 
pofe  :  TheyJJoould  have  known^  that  though  a  procla- 
mation 
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tlon  might  he  of  great  ufe^  to  intimate  the  ohfervation  of  a 
law  ',  yet  that  it  had  never  been  ufed  inftead  of  a  law. 
But  yet  I  do  not  admire  fo  much  at  this,  as  I  do  at 
the  difcharge  of  the  grand-jury,  before  they  had 
finifhed  their  prefentments.  It  tends  fo  jnuch  to  the 
fuhverfwn  of  the  eft ahlijbed  laws  of  this  land,  that  I 
dare  pronounce  ^  that  all  the  laws  you  have  already^  and 
all  that  you  can  make,  will  ftgnify  nothing  againft  any 
great  man,  unlefs  you  can  remedy  it  for  tfje  future.  I 
obferve,.  there  were  two  reafons  why  this  grand-jury 
were  fo  cxurajudicially  difcharg^d ;  one-,  becaufe 
they  v/ould  otherwife  have  prefented  the  Duke  of 
3^r/^  for  a  papift -,  the  other,  becaufe  they  prefented 
a  petition  to  be  dehvered  to  the  King,  for  the  fitting 
of  the  Parliament ;  which  they  fa  id  it  was  not  their 
bufinefs  to  deHver.  Tho'  I  cannot  but  ob(erve, 
how,  upon  other  occafions,  they  did  receive  peti- 
tions, and  delivered  them  to  the  King  \  and  all  the 
difference  was,  that  thofe  petitions  fo  delivered,  were 
againft  fittings  of  Parliaments,  The  truth  is,  I  can- 
not much  condemn  them  for  it  •,  for  if  they  were 
guilty  of  fuch  crimes  as  the  witnefies  have  this  day 
given  you  information  of,  I  think  they  had  no 
reafon  to  further  petitions  for  the  fitting  of  a  Parlia- 
ment. But,  Sir,  this  bufmefs  wilt  need  a  farther  in- 
-;  formation  -,  and  therefore  I  humbly  pray  it  may  be 

referred  to  a  Committee. 

swFrmcis  Mr.  speaker.  Sir,  I  think  we  are  come  to  the  old 
Wiunmgton>  tJmes  again,  whenihe  judges  pretended  they  had  a  rule 
of  government,  as  well  as  a  rule  of  law  •,  and  that 
they  have  aded  accordingly.  If  they  did  never 
read  Magna  Charta,  I  think  they  are  not  6t  to  be 
judges  •,  if  they  have  read  Magna  Charta,  and  do 
thus  fo  contrary,  they  defcrve  a  fevere  chaftifement. 
To  difcharge  grand-juries,  of  purpofe  to  difappoint 
them  of  making  their  prefentments,  is  to  deprive 
the  fubjed:  of  the  greatcfl,  benefit  and  fecurity  the 
law  hath  provided  for  them.     If  the  judge Sy  inftead 

of 
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of  a^ing  ly  laWy  /hall  he  aEied  hy  their  own  ambitions 
and  endeavour  to  get  promotions^  rather  hy  worjhipping 
the  rifing  fun^  than  hy  doing  juftice^  this  nation  will 
foon  be  reduced  to  a  miferable  condition.  Suppofe 
that  after  the  difcharge  of  this  grand-jury,  feme 
perfon  had  offered  to  prefent  fome  murther,  treafon 
or  other  capital  crime,  for  want  of  the  grand-iury 
there  would  have  been  a  failure  of  juftice.  As  faults 
committed  by  judges  are  of  more  dangerous  confe- 
quence  than  others  to  the  public  ;  fo  there  do  not 
want  precedents  of  feverer  chaltifements  for  them, 
than  for  others.  I  humbly  move  you,  iirft,  to  pafs 
a  vote  upon  this  bufmefs,  of  difcharging  grand-juries ; 
and  then  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  examine  the 
mifcarriages  of  the  judges  in  Weft minfter  hall ^  and 
to  report  the  fame  with  all  fpeed  to  you. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  As  it  hath  been  obferved,that  this  siusTitus. 
bufmefs  hath  feme  reference  to  the  proclamation  ;  fo 
I  believe  there  is  fomething  of  the  plot  in  it  too. 
And  therefore  I  think  \^  this  plot  does  not  go  on^  it 
will  have  the  worft  luck  that  ever  plot  had ;  feeing  the 
judges,  as  well  as  moft  other  perfons  in  public  places, 
have  given  it  as  much  affiftance  as  they  could.  But 
whereas  fome  have  fpoken  ill  of  thefe  judges,  I  de- 
fire  to  fpeak  well  of  them  in  one  thing  :  I  am  con- 
fident they  have  herein  fhewed  themfeives  grateful  to 
their  benefadlors  -,  for  1  do  believe,  that  fome  of 
them  were  preferred  to  their  places  of  purpofe,  be- 
caufe  they  fhould  do  what  they  have  done.  Laws  of 
themfeives  are  but  dead  letters  •,  unlefsyoucan  fecure 
the  execution,  as  well  of  thofeyou  have  already,  as 
of  thofe  you  are  now  making,  we  fhall  fpend  our 
time  to  little  purpofe.  Therefore  I  fecond  the  mo- 
tion that  hath  been  made  for  a  vote,  to  declare  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  as  to  the  difcharging  of  grand- 
juries  ;  and  for  referring  the  farther  examination  to 
a  Committee. 


Mr. 
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William  sa-  Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  the  bufinefs  of  this  debate  is  a 
ehsverei.  great  inftance  of  our  Tick  and  languifhing  condition. 
As  our  (hips,  forts,  and  caftles,  are  for  fecuring  us 
fronfi  the  danger  of  our  enemies  from  abroad,  fo  our 
laws  from  our  enemies  at  home  ;  and  if  committed 
to  fuch  perfons  as  will  turn  their  ftrength  upon  us, 
are  equally  dangerous.  Sir,  '  we  all  know  how 
'  the  government  of  Scotlafid  h^ith  been  quite  altered 

*  fince  his  Majefly's  reftauration,    by  fome  laws 

*  made  there  -,  pray  let  us  have  a  care  that  ours  be 
«  not  altered,  by  the  corrupt  proceedings  of  judges, 

*  left  we  be  reduced  to  the  fame  weak  condition  of 

*  defending  ourfelves  againft  popery  and  arbitrary 
'  government  here,  that  they  are  there.'  If  judges 
can  thus  prevent  the  penalties  of  the  law,  by  dif- 
charging  grand  juries  before  they  have  made  their 
prefentments,  and  can  make  laws  by  their  rules  of 
court,  1  think  the  government  may  foon  be  fubvert- 
ed  ;  and  therefore  that  it  is  high  time  for  this  houfe 
to  fpeak  with  tholcf  gentk^men.  In  former  times  fe- 
veral  judges  have  been  impeached,  and  hanged  too, 
for  lefs  crimes  than  thefe  ;  and  the  reafon  was  becaufe 
they  had  broke  the  King's  oath  as  well  as  their  own.  If 
what  hath  been  faid  of  fome  of  thefe  judges  be 
fully  proved,  they  fhall  not  want  my  vote  to  inflid: 
on  them  the  famechaftifement.  The  truth  is ,  Sir,  I 
know  not  how  the  ill  confequences  we  juftly  fear 
from  judges  can  be  prevented,  as  long  as  they  are 
made  durante  hene-jAacito,  and  have  fuch  dependen- 
cies as  they  have.  But  this  muft  be  a  work  of  time  : 
In  order  to  remedy  our  prefent  grievances,  let  us 
pafs  a  vote  upon  this  bufinefs  of  difcharging  grand- 
juries  ;  and  that  it  may  be  penned  as  the  cafe  de- 
ferves.  If  you  pleafe,  let  it  be  drawn  up  by  a 
Committee  that  may  withdraw  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  let  there  be  alio  one  appointed  to  examine  the 
mifcarriage  of  the  judges. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  would  beg  leave  to  oh{tvv t^enry Sidney 
to  you,  becaufe  I  think  it  may  be  necefiary  to  be 
confidered  by  your  Committee,  what  an  opinion 
was  given  not  long  fince  by  fome  of  thele  judges  a- 
bout  printing  ;  which  was,  that  printing  of  news 
might  be  prohibited  by  law  •,  and  accordingly  a 
proclamation  ifiTued  out.  I  will  not  take  on  me  to 
cenfure  the  opinion  as  illegal,  but  leave  it  to  your 
farther  confideration.  But  1  remember  there  was  a 
coifultation  held  by  the  judges  a  little  before  •,  a7idthey 
gave  their  opinion^  that  they  knew  not  of  any  way  to 
prevent  printing  by  law  •,  hecatife  the  aB  for  that  pur- 
pofe  was  expired.  Upon  which^  fome  judges  were  put 
out  and  new  ones  put  in  \  and  then  this  other  opinion 
was  given,  Thefe  things  arc  worthy  of  a  ferious 
examination.  For  if  treafurers  may  raife  money  by 
fliutting  up  the  Exchequer^  borrowing  of  the  bankers, 
or  retrenchments;  and  the  judges  make  new  laws 
by  an  ill  conftru6lion,  or  an  ill  execution  of  the  old 
ones  :  I  conclude,  that  Parliaments  will  foon  be 
found  ufelefs ;  and  the  liberty  of  the  people  an  in- 
convenience to  the  government.  And  therefore  I 
think.  Sir,  you  have  been  well  moved  to  endeavour 
to  pafs  your  cenfure  on  fome  of  thefe  illegal  proceed- 
ings by  a  vote  ;  and  to  refer  the  farther  confidera- 
tion to  a  Committee. 

Refolved,  ^at  the  dif charging  of  a  grand-jmy  hy 
any  judge.,  before  the  end  of  the  term.,  affixes.,  or 
feffions^  while  matters  are  under  their  confidera- 
tion, and  not  prefented.,  is  arbitrary.,  illegal^  de- 
ftru^five  to  public  juftice^  a  manifeft  violation  of 
his  oath.,  and  is  a  means  tofubvert  the  fundamen- 
tal  laws  of  this  kingdo?n. 


Refolved, 
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Refolved,T'/6^/  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  examine 

the  proceedings  of  the  judges  in  Weftminfter- 

hall,  and  report  the  fame,    with  their  opinion 

thereon,  to  this  houfe, 

T'he  i^th  ^December,    1680. 

The  houfe  being  fummoned  by  the  Black-Rod  to 
the  Lord*s  houfe,  his  Majejiy  made  a  fpeech 
to  them,  and  then  they  returned  to  their 
own  houfe. 

His  Majeftfs  mofl  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes 
of  Parliament,  o«Wednefday  the  1  ^th  of  Decern- 
ber,  1680. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
'     \  T  the  opening  of  this  Parliament,  I  did  ac- 
«  ±\.  quaint  you  with  the  alliances  1  had  made  with 
'  Spain  and  Holland,  as  the  beft  meafures  that  could 
«  be  taken  for  the  fafety  of  England,  and  the  repofe 

*  of  Chriftendom . 

'  But  I  told   you  withal,    that  if  your   friend- 
'  (hip  became  unfafe  to  truft  to,  it  would   not  be 

*  wondred  at,  if  our  neighbours  fhould  begin  to 
'  take  new  refolucions,    and  perhaps  fuch  as  might 

*  be  fatal  to  us. 

*  Imuftnowtell  you,  that  our  allies  cannot  but 

*  fee  how  little  has  been  done  lince  this  meeting,  to 
'  encourage  their  dependance  upon  us.     And  I  find 

*  by  them  that  unlefs  we  can  be  fo  united  at  home, 
<  as  to  make  our  alliance  valuable  to  them,  it  will 
«  not  be  pofTible  to  hinder  them  from  feeking  fome 
'  other  refuge ;  and  making  fuch  new  friend- 
«  fhips  as  will  not  be  confiftent  with  our  fafety. 
«  Confider,   that  a  negle(ft  of  this  opportunity  is  ne- 

*  ver  to  be  repaired. 

'  I  did 
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<  I  didlikewifelay  the  matter  plainly  before  you, 
touching  the  eftate  and  condition  of  Tangier.  I 
muft  now  tell  you  again,  that  if  that  pLice  be 
thought  worth  the  keeping,  you  muft  take  fuch 
confideration  of  it,  that  it  may  be  fpeedily  fuppli- 
ed  ;  it  being  impoffible  for  me  to  prefer ve  it,  an 
expence  fo  far  above  my  power. 
'  I  did  promife  you  the  fulleft  fatisfadion  your 
hearts  could  wifh,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  prote- 
ftant  religion  -,  and  to  concur  with  you  in  any  re- 
medies, which  rnight  confift  with  preferving  the 
fuccefilon  of  the  crown  in  its  due  and  legal  courfe 
of  defcent :  I  do  again,  with  the  fame  refer vations, 
renew  the  fame  promifes  to  yon. 
'  And  being  thus  ready,  on  my  part,'  to  do  all 
that  can  reafonably  be  expected  from  me ,  I  ihould 
be  glad  to  know  from  you,  as  foon  as  may  be, 
how  far  I  fhall  be  afilued  by  you  ;  and  what  it  is 
you  defire  from  me.' 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  would  willingly  move  you  towuiiam 
appoint  a  day  to  confider  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech^^"* 
now  made  to  both  houfes ;  becaufe  it  is  according 
to  the  ufual  methods  of  Parliament  ^  and  I  fhould 
be  forry  to  fee  this  houfe  fhew  lefs  refped:  to  his 
Majefty's  fpeeches,  than  former  have  done.  But 
upon  hearing  it  now  read,  I  do  conclude,  that  it 
will  be  to  little  purpofe  to  appoint  a  day  for  the 
confideration  of  it  -,  becaufe  every  paragraph  of  ic 
tends  to  money,  unlefs  that  about  fecuring  religion, 
if  it  may  be  fo  underftood,  notw^ithflanding  the 
refervation  in  it  about  the  fucceflion.  We  have  al- 
ready endeavoured,  by  feveral  addreffes  we  have 
made,  to  affure  his  Majefty  of  our  loyalty  and 
readinefs  to  promote  whatever  may  tend  to  his  hap- 
pinefs  and  greatnefs ;  and  that  when  we  are  fecur- 
ed  of  our  religion,  v/e  will  readily  give  money  ; 
we  can  do  no  more  than  confirm  the  fame,  after 
We  have  confidered  this  fpeech.  We  having  not 
3  yet 
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yet  had  any  encouragement  to  give  money  ;  we  have 
made  feveral  addrefTes  for  relief  of  fome  griev- 
ances the  people  lie  under  ;  but  hath  any  one  of 
them  been  granted?  We  have  finifhed  one  bill 
againft  popery  *,  but  what  fuccefs  hath  it  had  elfe- 
where  ?  thrown  out  as  haftily  as  if  it  had  carried 
a  fireball  with  it.  And  yet  now  it  feems,  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done  but  giving  of  money;  as  if  all 
our  complaints  were  granted,  the  proteftant  reli- 
on  fecured,  and  nothing  wanting  to  fatisfy  the  peo- 
ple. Sir,  I  think  the  complaints  of  the  nation,  as 
to  the  danger  of  popery,  are  fo  great,  and  fo  rea- 
fonably  grounded,  as  that  it  cannot  be  expedled 
they  fhould  longer  be  fatisfied  with  words  or  pre- 
tences; bdcaufe  we  have  met  with  many  difappoint- 
ments,  efpecially  after  giving  of  money.  And 
therefore  confidering  the  defperate  cafe  we  are  in, 
it  will  not  be  convenient  we  fhould  go  that  way 
now  ;  but  keep  our  money  until  we  have  got  laws. 
Which  I  think,  is  the  beft  fervice  we  can  do  thofe 
who  fent  us  here,  as  the  cafe  ftands.  For  thefe 
reafons,  I  think,  we  had  belt  adjourn  the  confide- 
ration  of  this  fpeech  to  fome  other  time. 

siUsTitus.  Mr.  speaker.  Sir,  We  have  been  long  jealous 
that  there  are  people  that  endeavour  to  create  a 
mifunderftanding  between  his  Majefty  and  this 
houfe,  which  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  prevent.  If  there 
be  a  difference  between  two  men,  and  the  one  will 
not  hear  what  the  other  offers,  but  be  utterly  againft 
all  propofals,  it  would  be  hard  to  reconcile  two 
fuch  perfons ;  treaties  and  debates  being  a  proper 
way  to  come  to  a  fair  underftanding.  It  is  true, 
moft  of  the  paragraphs  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech  are 
mementos  about  money ;  but  in  the  conclufion, 
he  is  pleafe  to  tell  you,  that  he  defires  to  know 
how  far  he  ftiall  be  aflifted  byus;  and  what  it.  is 
that  wedefire  from  him.  Sir,  I  think  this  is  a  fair 
ftep  towards  coming  to  a  right  underftanding ;  for 

I  am 
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I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  if  the  King  knew  how 
reafonable  the  things  are  that  we  defire  or  him, 
and  how  ready  we  are  to  give  him  all  the  alTift- 
ance  he  can  defire  for  the  fupport  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  we  fhould  not  long  continue  under  thefe 
mifunderftandings  ;  and  therefore  I  humbly  move 
you  to  appoint  a  day  to  confider  his  Majefty's 
Ipeech. 

Refolved,  That  this  houfe  will  on  Saturday  morning 
next  take  into  confideration  his  Majefly^s  inoft  gra- 
cious  fpeech^  this  day  made  to  both  houfes  of  Par- 
liament, 

The  houfe  then  refolved  into  a  grand  committee^  how 
to  fecure  the  kingdom  againft  popery  and  arbitrary 
gov  eminent.     Mr,  Powel  in  the  chair. 


-ord  Ca- 


Sir,  When  I  confider  the  immunities  and  advan-L 
tages  we  enjoy  by  the   excellent  compofure  of  our  *'»'^'^'^' 
government  both  in    church  and  (late  •,    how  the 
King,  as  fovereign,  enjoys  all  the  prerogative  that 
can  be  neceiTary  to  make  him  either  great  or  hap- 
py \  and  the  people  all  the  liberty  and  piiviiege 
that  can  be  pretended  for  their  encouragement  to  be 
induftrious,  and  for  fecuring  to  themfelves  and  po- 
fterities  the  enjoyment  of  what  they  get  by  their  in- 
duftry  •,    how    the   dodrine  of  the  church  is  void 
of  idolatrous,  fuperltitious  opinions  ;    and  tlie  go- 
vernment of  tyranny,  or  abfolute  dominion  :  I  can- 
not  but   admire   that    there  (hould  be   any  body 
amongft  ourfelves,    that  fhould  aim  at  any  alcera- 
tion,    and  be   the  occahon    of  this    day's  debate. 
But,  Sir,  it  is  Too  evident  that  fuch  there  are  -,  and 
that  they  have  made  a  great  advance  to-effedt  tfieir 
defign,    by    many  contrivances   which    they  have 
purfued  for  a  long  courfe  of  years,  according  to  the 
refults  and  confultations  held  by  jefuits  for  that  pur- 
pofe:    But  above  all,  by  converting  to  their  reli- 
Vol,  I.  F  f  gion 
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on  James  Duke  of  Tork^  the  prefumptiye  heir  of  the 
crown  -,  and  by  engaging  him  to  efpoufe  their  in- 
tereft  with  that  zeal  and  fervency,  which  ufiially 
attends  new  converts ;  efpecially  when  fo  great  a 
glory  is  propofed,  as  the  rooting  out  of  a  pejiilent 
herefy  out  of  three  nations  \  and  the  faving  of  fo 
many  fouls  as  would  depend  thereon.  The  fad  ef- 
fe6l  of  this  converfion  we  have  felt  for  many 
years,  it  having  had  the  fame  operations  in  our 
body  politick,  as  fome  forts  of  lingring  poifon  hath 
in  bodies  natural  ;  made  us  Tick  and  confumptive, 
by  infeding  and  corrupting  ail  the  food  and  phy- 
fick  which  hath  been  applied  in  order  to  preferve  us 
from  popery  and  flavery,  worfe  than  death  itfelf. 
From  this  fatal  acSl:  the  declination  of  the  gran- 
deur of  this  monarchy  may  be  dated  •,  and  to  the 
confequences  thereof,  its  abfolute  ruin  (if  not  timely 
prevented)  will  be  hereafter  attributed.  This  being 
our  cafe,  I  could  not  but  admire  to  fee  this  houle 
fo  long  coming  to  confider  this  weighty  point  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  1  began  to  perfuade  myfelf,  that  ei- 
ther our  dangers  were  not  fo  great  as  our  dilcourfes, 
upon  fome  other  occafions,  had  reprefented  them, 
or  that  we  were  not  in  good  earneft  to  endeavour 
any  redrefs.  It  is  true,  when  we  ccnfider  what  ill 
fortune  we  have  had  with  our  bill,  lately  fent  up 
to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  in  having  it  thrown  out  in 
fuch  a  heat,  without  fo  much  as  a  conference, 
(though  whenever  they  fliall  confider  of  it  in  cool 
blood,  they  will  find  there  can  be  no  other  way  to 
fecure  the  protcitant  religion)  we  may  with  fome 
reafon  be  difcou raged.  But  I  hope.  Sir,  that  feeing 
our  country  have  thought  us  worthy  to  be  their  re- 
prefentatives,we  Qiall  not  be  fo  eafily  daunted  in  what 
jb  nearly  concerns  them  *,  but  be  as  indefatigable  in 
finding  out  ways  for  our  prefervation,  as  our  ene- 
mies are  to  find  out  means  for  our  deftru6lion  -, 
hoping  we  fliall  not  meet  always  fo  bad  fuccefs  in 
the  houfe  of  Lords  :    For  thov.glo  the  too  much  kind- 

nefs 
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7ufs  offome  men^  who  pretended  to  be  for  the  bill,  hut 
underhand  made  a  party  againft  it,  did  this  time  ope- 
rate as  fatally,  as  enmity  difgiiifcd  infrienafhip  ufetb  to 
do ;  yet  I  hope  th:U  on  another  occafion  we  may 
have  better  fuccefs  ;  not  doubting  but  a  great  many 
Lords,  when  they  are  perfaaded  that  they  fhall  not 
be  able  to  find  out  any  other  way  (as  I  hear  they 
begin  to  defpair  they  fliall)  to  fecure  the  proteftant 
rchgion,  that  they  will  join  with  us  in  the  lame,  or 
feme  odier  bill  to  the  fiime  purpofe  :  Efpecially  my 
good  Lords  the  Bifliops,  who  cannot  be  prefumed 
to  have  made  peace  with  Rome,  but  to  be  ready  to 
die  for  the  proreftant  religion  ;  and  therefore,  doubt- 
lefs,  will  not  long  ftick  at  joining  in  a  bill  to  fave  it. 
But  feeing  that,  according  to  the  courfe  of  Parlia- 
ments, we  are  not  like  to  bring  this  to  a  trial  for  a 
longtime,  1  am  of  opinion,  we  had  beft  try  fome- 
thing  elfe  ;  and  akhough  I  know  not  what  other  adl 
can  be  made  to  ferve  inftead  of  that,  but  will  either 
prove  too  weak,  or  too  ftrong  •,  yet  feeing  we  are 
put  upon  it,  we  muft  try,  that  fo  we  may  not  be 
reprefented  as  ftubborn.  And  therefore  I  humbly 
move  you,  that  a  bill  may  be  brought  in  for  the 
aflbciation  of  all  his  Majefty's  proteftant  fubjeds. 

Sir,  Great  things  are  expeded  from  this  ^'^f^^^l^^^^^ 
debate  -,  and  we  could  not  well  have  entred  into  it  ''"^''^"** 
fooner ;  it  now  comes  more  feafonable  than  it  v;ould 
have  done  before,  becaufe  of  the  opportunities  we 
have  had  to  feel  the  pulfe  of  affairs  fince  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feffion  ♦,  and  the  time  we  have  fpent  in 
alTerting  the  right  of  petitioning,  by  which  the  effence 
of  Parliaments,  and  the  foundation  of  the  people's 
liberties  were  (truck  at.  And  the  trial  of  my  Lord 
Stafford,  and  the  difinheriting  bill  could  not  pofTibly 
have  been  avoided.  And  as  our  labour  hath  not 
been  loft  in  all,  fo  I  hope  that  at  laft  we  fliall  have 
fome  benefit  of  that  fpent  about  the  fucceiTion-bill. 
For  as  it  was  faid  at  the  pafTing  of  the  bill,  that  there 
were  a  loyal  party  that  woulct  never  acquiefce  in  it  5 
F  f  2  fo 
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fo  I  do  believe,  there  is  a  true  proteftant  party  that 
will  never   acquiefce  in  any  thing  lefs,    than  what 
may  be  fufEcient  for  the  fecurity  of  their  religion  ; 
which,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  v/ill  end  in  that  bill. 
But  in  the  mean  time,    that  we  may  fhew  that  wc 
are  not  humorifts,  let  us  try  what  ftrength  we  can 
muiler  up  to  oppofc   thefe  great  enemies  by  fome 
other  laws  *,  as  when  a  houfe  is  on  fire,  we  make 
ufe  of  buckets  and  tubs  for  calling  of  water,  until 
the  great  engines  can  be  got.     But  I  would  move 
you  to  be  cautious  what  you  do  ;  for  I  am  afraid  that 
the  defign  of  putting  you  upon  finding  out  expe- 
dients, is  not  in  order  to  have  any  thing  done  that 
may  be  efFecftual  againft  popery  ^  but  in  order  to 
have  you  offer  at  fomething  that  may  purchafe  a 
difrepute  on  the  houfe,    and  give  your  enemies  an 
advantage  to  purfue  their  defigns  of  breaking  us, 
by  alledging  that  you  aim  at  laws  that  will  overturn 
the  government.     For  my  part,  I  am  fully  perfuad- 
cd,  that  this  is  the  defign  of  thofe  that  have  put  the 
King  fo  often   to  declare  againft  altering  the  fuc- 
cefTion,  and  to  recommend  other  ways  •,    and  that 
offer  at  what  you  will,  if  it  be  any  thing  that  is  like 
to  prove  ftrong  enough  to  fecure  us  againft  popery, 
that  you  will  fee  the  houfe  put  off  before  it  comes 
to  any  perfedion  •,  and  that  in  time  it  will  be  made 
ufe  of  to  arraign  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  and 
to  perfuade  the  people,  that  this  houfe  did  attempt 
to  alter  the  government  by  fuch  and  fuch  bills  ;  and 
fo  by  degrees  poffefs  the  people,  that  Parliaments 
are  either  dangerous,  or  inconfiftent  with   the  go- 
vernment, that,  if  poffible,  they  may  be  well  con- 
tent to  be  without  them.     Sir,  I  am  afraid  that  the 
popifh  party  are    more  ferious  in  this  defign  than 
we  are  aware  of  •,  and  that,  next  to  the  great  endea- 
vours they  have  ufed  for  many  years  to  keep  up  our 
divifions  in  points  of  religion  ;  the  next  great  arti- 
fice which  they  depend  on  is,  the  infufing  into  the 
people  the  diflike  of  Parliaments  5    for  they  well 

know, 
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know,  that  popery  can  never  be  eftablifhed  in  this 
nation,  as  long  as  Parliaments  are  permitted  to  fit 
and  adl.  Therefore,  though  I  know  it  is  below  a 
houfe  of  Commons  to  mind  every  little  dircourfe  -, 
yet  I  think,  if  we  conckide,  that  this  powerful  par- 
ty, amongft  their  many  defigns,  have  this  for  one, 
that  we  ought  to  countermine  it  as  much  as  we  can. 
We  cannot  well  comprehend  what  a  bill  of  affo- 
elation  will  be  before  it  be  drawn  up,  nor  what  dif- 
ficulties may  be  found  in  the  contriving  of  it  •,  and 
therefore  I  think  no  great  debate  will  be  neceflfary 
about  it,  before  fuch  a  bill  be  brought  in.  And  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  more  likely  to  be  ferviceable, 
in  cafe  the  papifts  be  baniflied  ;  and  therefore  I  con- 
ceive, A  bill  for  hanijhment  of  all  the  confiderahle  pa- 
pifts  out  of  England,  may  be  very  neceffary:  And 
if  at  the  fame  time  that  we  endeavour  to  fecure  our 
felves  againft  popery,  we  do  not  alfo  do  fomething 
to  prevent  arbitrary  power,  it  will  be  to  little  pur- 
pofe  \  for  the  one  will  be  fure  to  have  a  hand  to 
bring  in  the  other;  and  I  think  nothing  can  prevent 
that,  or  rather  both,  better  than  frequent  Parlia- 
ments. And  therefore  I  humbly  move  you,  that  a 
hill  for  fe curing  frequent  Parliaments  may  be  taken 
into  your  confideration. 

Sir,  I  think  you  are  well  advifed,  that  the  way  g^^  g.  H«»- 
to  fecure  our  felves  effectually  againft  popery,  is  togirforA. 
fecure  our  felves  alfo  againft  arbitrary  government ; 
and  that  the  having  of  frequent  Parliaments  is  the 
beft  way  to  fecure  both  •,  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  think 
you  may  do  well  to  move  the  houfe,  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  infpedl  what  old  laws  there 
are,  for  enforcing  the  fitting  of  frequent  Parliaments ; 
that  if  they  (hould  be  found  deficient,  fome  new 
laws  may  be  made  for  that  purpofe.  I  do  agree, 
that  a  hill  for  banifJoing  out  of  England  the  mojl  con- 
fiderahle  papifls^  may  do  well ;  but  I  hope.  Sir,  that 
if  you  banifh  the  men,  you  will  banifh  fome  women 
too  \  for  I  do  believe,  that  fome  of  that  fex  have 
F  f  3  been 
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been  great  inftruments,  in  bringing  about  our  ruin. 
And  if  in  time  you  would  confider,  how  to  prevent 
the  royal  family's  marrying  popifn  women,  it  would 
be  of  great  fecurity  for  hereafter.  For  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  late  Queen  mother's  zeal  for  her  reh'- 
gion,  was  not  only  a  great  occafion  (amongft  many 
others)  of  the  miferies  that  befel  us  in  41  j  but  the 
great  caufe  of  all  our  miferies  now,  by  perverting  the 
Duke  from  his  religion^  as  is  reported  ;  and  may  rea- 
fonably  be  believed,  if  we  conclude,  that  fiie  had 
that  motherly  care  for  the  falvaiion  of  her  children, 
as  other  mothers  ufually  have ;  for,  according  to 
her  opinion,  it  was  not  to  he  obtained  out  of  the 
pale  of  that  church :  And  no  man  can  doubt,  but 
that  the  proteftant  intereft  hath  been  much  preju- 
diced, hy  hisMajeftfs  marrying  a  Princefs  of  that  re- 
ligion:  For  we  have  plainly  feen,  fmce  the  difcovery 
of  the  plot,  how  fome  of  the  moft  material  jefuits, 
and  popifh  inftruments,  have  fheltered  themfelves 
under  her  royal  proted:ion ;  and  how  they  have 
helped  to  carry  on  the  plot,  being  fo  impudent,  as 
to  pretend  they  had  her  patronage,  and  by  abufing 
her  authority ;  but  more  efpecially,  by  the  Lluke's 
marrying  the  Princefs  of  Modena;  becaufe  of  her 
near  relation  to  the  Popes  and  Cardinals.  All  which 
was  plainly  forefeen  by  that  Parliament,  which  m.et 
a  little  before  that  marriage  in  1673.  and  therefore 
they  made  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  reprefendng 
the  faid  ill  confequences  •,  defiring  him  not  to  per- 
mit it,  becaufe  it  would  tend  to  the  deftrudion  of 
the  proteflant  religion.  But  their  endeavours  were 
defeated  by  that  party,  as  we  may  guefs,  feeing  we 
find  fo  much  ufe  of  her  name  in  Colepnanh  letters  ; 
for  well  might  they  who  have  over- ruled  in  fo  many 
great  affairs,  as  hath  been  inftanced  in  this  houfe, 
have  an  influence  alfo  in  this,  that  fo  that  party 
might  not  v/ant  fo  ufeful  an  inftrument  in  fo  great  a 
ftation  ;  and  fo  the  Parliament's  addrefs  mifcarried  ; 
but  that  they  had  either  a  good  judgment,  or  prophe- 
tic 
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tic  fpirit,  I  hope  will  never  mifcarry,  but  remain 
upon  record.  And  unlefs  you  do  believe,  that  thefe 
Jadies  are  k^s  companionate  than  others  ufually  are, 
how  can  it  be  otherwile,  their  principles  confidered  ? 
But,  Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  you  farther  about  it ; 
but  fuppofe  it  may  be  worth  your  confideration  in 
due  time.  In  the  interim,  I  agree /^^r  I  be  bill  of 
haniffoment  and  ajjociaiion  too. 

Sir,  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  thit  popery  and  wiui.m 
arbitrary  government  are  fo  near  of  kin,  as  cannot  ^'"'^'"'''^* 
be  feparated  \  and  therefore  if  we  deftroy  the  one, 
we  need  not  fear  the  deftrudtion  of  the  other.  Be- 
fore our  late  miferable  wars,  popery  was  more  in 
mafquerade ;  and  arbitrary  power,  the  loans,  mo- 
nopolies, and  fhip-money,  more  invifible ;  now 
popery  is  more  vifible,  excepting  in  the  bufmefs  of 
the  exchequer,  w^hich  amounting  to  above  one  mil- 
lion of  money,  we  may  not  admire  v/e  have  not 
heard  of  more  great  things  of  that  kind  ;  fince  efpe- 
cially,  being  we  know  how  averle  the  King  is  to 
hearken  to  fuch  advice  ;  but  our  fears  of  popery  are 
the  ftronger,  becaufe  of  the  popifh  fucceffor ;.  and 
therefore  I  cannot  but  commend  the  policy  of  thofe 
who  are  tender  in  ufing  arbitrary  proceedings  at  this 
time,  left  the  fears  and  jealoufies  that  might  ariie 
from  both  together  fhould  prove  intolerable. 

I  muft  confefs,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  great  lofs  what  to 
offer  to  your  confideration  in  this  matter  •,  for  our 
danger  is  not  only  from  the  ftrength  of  the  popiOi 
party,  but  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  proteftants,  by 
reafon  of  the  animofities  which  they  fow  amongft  us, 
not  only  in  points  of  religion,  but  of  intereft  too. 
For  of  late  they  have  not  been  content  with  carrying 
on  the  defign  of  dividing  the  churchmen  and  fa- 
natics, but  by  arraigning  the  laji  Parliament  as 
omnipotent  and  dangerous^  for  going  about  to  difinherit 
the  Duke.  They  endeavour  to  divide  the  people 
in  their  opinioris  as  to  Parliaments,  and  to  render 
F  f  4  them 
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them  inccmpatible  with  the  government,  that  fo  if 
poflible  they  may  keep  the  proteftant   intereft  di- 
vided, and  v;ork  them  to  deftroy  themfelves,    by 
engaging  party  againit  party,  in  hopes  at  laft  to  have 
hut  one  party  to  deal  with,  and  to  have  an  opportunity 
cf  gaining  the  weakeft  to  their  fide  hy  ajjurances  of  li- 
herty  of  conference  ^  crotherways,  which  muft  certainly 
be  the  conlequence  of  fuch  a  conteft.     And  akhougli 
I  am  very  unwilHng  to  detract  from  the  merits  of 
our  churchmen,  for  whom  I  have  a  great  veneration, 
yet  I  cannot  but  obferve,  how  that  ever  ftnce  the 
trial  of  Wakeman  ivas  over,    hut  more  about  the 
time  of  the  prefoyterian-plot,  how  they  preached  up 
(efpecially  in  publick  ajfemhlies)  the  danger  of  fanatics 
to  he  more  than  ofpapifts ;  and  that  to  difinheric  the 
Duke  was  againfc  the  Jaw   of  God.     Which  faid 
opinions,    if  they   fhould   be  imbibed  by  the  peo- 
ple,    what    will    your   affociation-bill    fignify,    or 
any  other  law  you  can  make  againft  popery?  Sir, 
I  do  not  mention  thefe  things  to  you   without  a 
great  deal  of  regret  *,  for  I  am  well  known  to  be  a 
true   friend  of  the  church,  and  have  (when  I  was 
thought  worthy  to  be  in   commiffion)  expreft  my 
feif  a  fevere  enemy  to  fanaticifm.     But  however,  I 
cannot  but  obferve  thisflrange  contradiction,  of  pre- 
tending to  keep   out  popery,  and  yet  at  the  lame 
time  to  endeavour  to  divide  the  proteftant  intereft, 
and  to  refer ve  a  right  to  make  a  papift   King.     I 
muft  confefs  I  am.  miOre  diftraded  from  the  ill  con- 
lequences  I  fear  from  fuch  contrivances  asthefe,  than 
from  th^  ftrcngth  of  the  papifts  themfelves.     They 
will  certainly  go  on    with  their  intereft,  as  long  as 
they  are  fecure  of  fuch  auxiliaries.     Thefe  things 
rnuft  be  confidcred  in  the  drawing  of  your  bill,  that 
forhe  remedy  you  propofe  may  he  proportionable  to 
your  difeafe.     For  an  a6l  of  aflbciation  may  be  fe- 
veral  ways  evaded  by  fuch  opinions  as  theie,  if  they 
fliould  grow  amongft  the  people ;  and  it  will  be  an 
•irrep.iriiDle  blow  to  the  proteftant  intereft  to  accept 
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of  fuch  an  expedient,  if  it  (hould  prove  inefFedual. 
And  therefore  it  ought  to  be  fo  drawn,  as  may  pro- 
vide for  all  the  contrivances  of  that  party :  For,  6'ir, 
/  cannot  imagine  that  ever  popery  will  attempt  to  cotne 
into  this  nation  hare-faced^  hut  do  expeEl  that  the  defign 
ivill  always  he  carried  on^  as  hitherto^  under  fome  dif- 
guife,  either  hy  a  toleration  in  favour  of  tender  conjci- 
ences^  or  in  the  name  of  church-men^  or  a  loyal  party ^  for 
the  defence  of  the  church  or  government^  to  which  fome 
prefhyterlan-vlot  would  much  conduce^    end  he  an  ex- 
cellent pretence  for  raifing  of  an  army^  and  apprehend- 
hig  or  difarming  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  mojl  likely  to  op- 
pofe  that  interefi.     I   muft  confefs,  Sir,  I  have  not 
very  well  digefted  what  I  have  faid  to  you  on  this 
fiibjedl  •,  but  unlefs  you  can  change  the  intereft  at 
court,  and  remove  thofe  counfellors  that  are  fo  much 
for.the  Duke,  1  think  you  may  juftly  fear  all  thefe 
itratagems,  and  that  it  will  be  impolTible  to  contrive 
any  aflbciation-bill  that  can  provide  againft  them. 
And  therefore,  that  we  may  not  fpend  our  time  in 
vain,    I  would  humbly  move  you.  Sir,   to  go  on 
with  the  bill  of  banifnment,  which  is  moft  likely 
to  do  you  fome  fervice.  At  lead,  by  it  we  fhall  fee, 
whether  any  thing  will  be  granted  againft  papifts,  or 
no :  For  this  purpofe  it  will  be  neceflary,  that  the 
houfe   be  moved,    that  the  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgeffes,  be  commanded  to  bring  in  a  lift  of  all  the 
moft  confidcrable  papifts  in  England^  in  order  to 
banifti  the  moft  notorious. 

Sir,  I  retain  a  good  opinion  of  an  aflbciation-  /.  3/ 
bill,  notwithftanding  what  hath  been  faid,  as  to  the 
weaknefs  it  may  receive  from  our  unhappy  divifions 
in  points  of  religion  and  intereft,  too  much  promot- 
ed by  fome  of  our  clergy.  For,  Sir,  when  I  con- 
fid  er  how  the  Laudean  principles^  as  to  raifing  of 
money  without  Parliaments  in  the  late  times ^  infeSled 
moft  of  our  clergy^  fo  as  that  they  not  only  preached  up 
the  King's  ahfolute  authority  over  men's  properties^  %ut 

branded 


442 


Parliamentary    A.  1680. 

branded  with  the  title  of  rebels^  and  condemned  to  hell 
thofe  that  offered  to  argue  againft  it :    I  do  conclude^ 
that  it  isufualfor  one  or  two  hi/hops  to  givemeafures 
or  directions  to  the  reft  of  the  hi/hops^  and  they  to  the 
clergy  of  their  fever al  dwceffes :  And  that  therefore  the 
clergy  derive  their  politicks  generally  from  one  or  two 
hifhops  in  fome  great  ftation.     Yet,  Sir,  when  I  re- 
member how  after  Ibme  Jittle  time  many   of  the 
clergy  fell  off,  and  would  not  follow  fuch  inftrudions ; 
and  how  the  people  foon  excufed  themfelves  from 
following  their  advice   in  fuch  politics,    and  would 
not  freely  pay  illegal  taxes,  notwithftanding  all  their 
endeavours  ;    I   am  apt  to  think.  Sir,  that  as  the 
people  were  not  long  then  mifled,  fo  as  to  fubmit  to 
lofe  their  property,    fo  they  will  not  now,  to  any 
thing  that  (liall  tend  to  the  lofing  of  their  religion 
and  property  both.     They  will  foon  difcovcr  what 
is  their  intereft,  and    how  true  intereft  will  not  lie. 
1  have  often  told  you  within  thefe  walls,  they  will 
foon  apprehend   that  popery  will  bring  in  flavery, 
and  reduce  them  not  only  to  an  idolatrous,  fuper- 
iiitious  religion,  but  to  wear  wooden  Hioes  like  the 
French^  and  to  eat  herbs  like  the  Spaniard^  becaufe 
they  will  foon  know  that  they  fhall  not  be  long 
mailers  of  any  thing  they  have:  And  however  they 
may  be  perfuaded  for  a  while,  I  am  confident  they 
will  at  iait  confult  how  to  fave  their  bacon.     They 
will  difcern  that  the  clergy  may  be  good  divines, 
but  not  fo  good  politicians ;  and  that  there  may  he 
fome  difference  in  point  of  intereft  between  them  and  the 
clergy^  becaufe  clergymen  inay  be  in  a  poffibility  of  he^ 
ing  advanced  by  popery  if  they  fubmit ;  but  the  laity 
under  a  probability  of  lofing  all^  notwithfianding  all 
fubmiffions.     Sir,  I  do  not  trouble  you  with  this  dif- 
courfe  out  of  a  fear  that  our  clergy  will  not  fhew 
themfelves  good  proteftants  ;  for  1  have  that  vene- 
ration for  them,  and  opinion  of  them,  as  to  believe 
that  many  of  the  biQiops  and  clergy  too  would  as 
fdDn  die  for  the  proteftanc  religion  as  any  perfons  in 
T  the 
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the  nation.  But  1  am  jealous  that  there  is  feme 
ever- awing  power  got  in  among  ft  the?n,  fomethingan- 
fiver  able  to  that  of  a  popifh  fuccejfor  in  the  ft  ate  ^  by 
whofe  means  thofe  bills  were  fo  eafily  pafs'd  in  the  late 
Jong  Parliament,  under  a  pretence  that  they  were 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religion,  which 
the  Commons  then  founds  and  anyperfon  that  will  now 
per  life  them  may  find  ^  would  infallibly  have  brought  in 
popery.  And  how,  fince  the  plot,  the  danger  of 
fanatics  is  cried  up  more  than  that  of  the  papifts ; 
and  how  tender  they  are  in  the  point  of  a  popifh 
fuccefTor,  or  joining  in  any  thing  that  is  againft  him. 
But  though  thefe  things  make  me  jealous  there  is 
fome  body  that  mifleads  them  now  in  matters  relat- 
ing to  popery,  as  formerly  in  things  relating  to 
property  ;  yet  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  wiJl  e're  long 
fee,  that  to  (land  up  for  the  interefl  of  a  popifh  fuc- 
cefTor, to  have  a  popifh  King,  to  weaken  the  pro- 
teftant interefl,  and  fpeak  ill  of  Parliaments,  is  not 
the  right  way  to  preferve  the  proteflant  religion ; 
but  a  plain  contradi6lion,  and  an  invention  of  jefuits. 
And  therefore.  Sir,  I  am  for  going  on  with  the 
aiTociation-bill ;  for  I  will  never  doubt,  that  the 
true  interefl  of  the  nation,  in  fo  great  a  concern  as 
this,  will  long  be  baffled  by  fuch  projedors.  And 
therefore  it  is  my  defire,  that  the  houfe  may  be 
moved  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  bill  for 
that  purpofe. 

Sir,  I  think  you  have  been  well  moved,  as  well  w,  ih 
for  the  aiTociation-bill  as  the  banifhing  bill.     By  the 
one,  you  will  fend  your  enemies  out  of  the  country  ; 
by  the  other  be  in  a  good  condition  to  keep  them 
out,  which  may  go  a  great  way  to  fecure  us. 

Sir  F.  R.  Sir  J.  H.  and  Mr.  L.  G.  for  the  ba- 
nifhing bill. 

Sirj 
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sk  Nfch^         Sir,  I  am  not  againfl:  any  of  thefe  bills,  becaufe 
^'**        they  may  be  all  convenient  for  the  prefent  occa- 
fion ;  but  if  any  man  think  that  thefe  bills  will  do 
without  the  fuccelTion  bill,  I  believe  they  will  find 
themfelves  miftaken.     For  thefe  bills  will  fignify 
nothing,  unlefs  you  can  remove  your  popifh  fuccef- 
for,  and  your  popifli  intereft.     Thefe  bills  will  noE 
reach  your  papifts  in  mafquerade,  who  will  certain- 
ly continue  as  long  as  there  is  a  popifh   fucceflbr, 
and  make  your  banifhing  bill,  and  aiTociation-bill 
too,  as  ineffectual  as  white  paper.     Let  fuch  as  I 
could  name  to  you  have  the  command  of  the  fea- 
ports,  (as  I  fuppofe  they  will  without  my  naming 
them)  and  in  the  lieutenancy,  and  commilfion  of  the 
peace,  and  when  the  prefent  heat  is  over,  let  thepa- 
pifts  come  back  when  they  will,  they  will  have  no 
caufe  to  doubt  having  a  kind   reception.     For  you 
iTTuft  not  exped  to  have  plain  ruftick  country  gentle- 
men in  fuch  commands,  but  well  bred  courtiers,  and 
•  fome  good  eafy  credulous  gentlemen  that  will  foon 
be  perfuaded  there  is  no  danger  in  popery  ;  and  then 
of  what  ufe  will  your  banifhing  or  aflbciation-bill 
be?  As  long  as  the  Duke  hath  fo  many  friends  at 
court,  (between  whofe  intereft  and  popery  1  cannot 
hear  there  is  any  diftindion)  I  think  no  laws  that  we 
can  make  againfl  popery  will  do  us  any  good,  he- 
caufe  all  the  lavjs  we  have  already  have  done  us  none. 
For  the  f.ime  arts  and  power  that  have  hitherto  de- 
feated all  your  other  laws,    will  alfo  defeat  what 
you  are  now  about.     And  therefore,  Sir,  I  am  of 
opinion  we  are  not  now  adling  like  the  true  phy  ficians 
of  the  nation,  but  like  mountebanks.     For  the  mofl 
we  (hall  be  able  to  do  this  way,  is  to  patch  and  plai- 
ner up  our  fores,  and  have  them  hereafter  break  out 
-  incurable  upon  us.     But  if  you  are  refolved  to  go 
on  with  thele  bills  that  have  been  propofed,  I  will 
not  offer  to  oppofe  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee,  but 
would  move  you,  (that  we  may  not  forget,  or  lofe  in 

the 
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the  crowd,  that  which  at  laft,  I  believe,  mud  be 
purfued,  if  ever  you  will  do  any  thing  for  your  re- 
ligion) that  in  the  firft  place  you  pafs  a  vote.  That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Co?nviittee^  that  as  long  as  the  pa- 
p)ijls  have  any  hopes  of  the  Duke  of  York'j  fucceedi>}g 
the  King,  that  the  King's perfon,  theproteftant  religion^ 
and  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  people^  are  in  apparent 
danger. 

Sir,  I  have  read  that  a  great  minifter  of  flate  of  siUsTasa* 
Spain,  gave  this  fhort  advice  to  a  friend  of  his  that 
was  coming  amballador  into  England  ;  that  he  fhould 
not  always  aim  at  the  bed.     I  think  it  may  be  con- 
venient for  us  to  follow  that   advice;    for  if  we 
fhould  not  have  fomething  for  our  fecurity,  before 
we  get  the  beft,  I  am  afraid  it  may  happen  to  us,  as 
it  did  to  a  man  whofe  houfe  was  befet  with  thieves  \ 
h^  was  fo  long  arming  his  fervants,  and  appointing 
them  their  diftindl  quarters,  that  the  thieves  broke 
in,  and  caught  them  all  unprovided.     I   pray  God 
It  may  not  be  our  cafe;  though  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  none  of  thefe  bills  can  effed:ually  do  our  bufi- 
nefs ;  for  nothing  can   fecure  us  againft  this  party, 
but  being  free  of  their  principles  as  w^ell  as  of  their 
perfonsj  which  I  conclude  will  always  remain   in 
lome  perfons  amongft  us,  notwithftanding  your  ba- 
nifhing  of  papifts,  as  long  as  there  is  a  popilh  fuc- 
ceflbr.     For  1   remember  what  a  great   man   of 
S'lJirdeland  told  me,  that  all  laws  they   could  make 
had  never  any  effedl  againft  them,  until  they  not  only 
banijhed  them  out  of  their  country,  hut  fecure d  the  go- 
vernment in  the  hand  of  Princes  of  their  own  religion  ; 
and  1  am  afraid,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  fame  way 
will  ever  do  our  bufinefs  here.    For  it  is  not  fo  much 
the  number  of  the  papifts,  as  their  principles,  and 
the   danger  of  their  getting  the  government  into 
their  hands,  which  we  know  they  have  been  long 
aiming  at,  that  may  juflly  be  feared,  in  which  I 
am  perfuaded  they  will  be  fo  reft  lefs,  as  that  we 

fhall 
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fhall  never  be  fecure  againft  them,  unlefs  we  can 

hanljh  their  principles  from  court  ^  as  well  as  the  people 
out  of  the  country, 

sir  F.  Win-  ^If,  wliat  my  good  friend  that  fpoke  laft  hath 
nington.  faid,  that  we  fhould  get  fomething,  and  not  lofe  all, 
by  aiming  fo  earneftly  at  the  beft,  is  very  well,  if 
we  were  like  to  get  any  thing  inftead  of  it,  that 
fhall  have  the  appearance  of  being  ferviceable  in  this 
cafe :  But  I  have  feen  old  Parliament-men  miftaken 
fometimes,  and  I  am  afraid  that  he  will  fooner  fee 
this  Parliament  dlfiblved,  than  any  thing  granted 
that  fhall  be  material  againft  popery.  And  that  the 
mentioning  of  thefe  bills  (hall  afterwards  arife  in  judg- 
ment againft  you*,  however,  I  think  we  muft  ad- 
venture. What  this  afibciation-bill  may  be,  1  can- 
not tell,  until  it  be  drawn;  but  I  fee  no  oppofition 
made  to  any  of  thofe  bills  that  have  been  propoled  •, 
and  I  believe  there  is  much  buHnefs  yet  behind  for 
this  day,  and  that  you  will  do  ^'^tW  to  hufband  your 
time,  and  put  this  bufmcfs  out  of  your  hands  by  put- 
ting the  queftions. 

Sir  Rkhard  ^ir,  you  have  been  very  well  moved  for  the  bringing 
Temple.  in  of  fuch  bills  as  may  tend  as  much  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  proteftant  religion,  as  any  that  can  be  offered. 
Thatof  banifhment  will  certainly  go  a  great  way  to 
deftroy,  not  only  their  power,  but  their  intereft  and 
principles  too,  and  be  a  great  diftieartening  to  their 
party  abroad.  That  intereft  will  not  then  have  fo 
many  engines  to  work  with  here,  as  now  they  have. 
And  the  bill  bf  afibciation  will  be  necefiary,  that 
we  may  have  a  law  to  defend  our  felves.  The  afib- 
ciation made  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  will  be  a 
good  precedent  to  draw  ic  up  by.  And  feeing  there 
is  no  oppofition,  I  move  you  to  put  the  queftion. 


Refolved, 
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Refolved,  ^hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  one  rneans  to  fupprejs  popery  is^  that  the  houfe 
he  moved  that  a  hill  he  hrought  in  immediate- 
ly^ to  haniflo  all  the  confiderahle  papijts  out  of  the 
Kingdofns. 

Sir,  by  offering  at  the  exclufion  bill,  we  may  ^^^/p^  Mo«. 
conclude  we  have  offended  the  Duke  of  Tork ;  by  ^^&"''- 
this  bill  for  banifnment,  all  the  reft  of  the  confider- 
able  papilts  in  England.  As  we  have  made  many 
enemies^  foit  will  he  convenient^  that  we  fhoiild  endea- 
vour  to  get  fome  law  to  defend  our  f elves  againft  their 
i?7iplacable  deftgns.  For  which  a  bill  for  an  affocia- 
tion  of  all  his  Majefty's  proteftant  fubjecls  may  do 
well  •,  and  therefore  I  pray  that  we  may  move  the 
houfe  to  have  it  brous^ht  in. 

Sir,  as  we  are  fick  of  complicated  difeafes,  though  w,  c. 
all  have  their  original  from  one  caufe,  feeing  we 
cannot  be  permitted  to  cure  that  caufe,  we  muff  think 
of  m.any  remedies  to  cure  the  many  evils  that  fprout 
from  it.  The  banifhing  of  the  papifts  alone  will  not 
do  it.  And  I  am  not  willing  to  pafs  any  judgment  oa 
the  affociation  bill  before  I  fee  it.  But,  Sir,  what 
fruit  can  you  exped  from  your  laws,  unlefs  you  can 
fecure  good  judges  in  Wejlminfler-hall^  and  good 
men  in  com  million  in  all  other  places  ?  Is  there  at 
this  time  a  judge ^  a  deputy  lieutenant^  or  a  jujlice  of 
peace  in  commiffon^  that  you  can  expe^ffJ-jall  a^  againji 
the  Duke  ^/^  York?  Or  if  any  fuch  be  in,  are  they 
for  more  than  a  colour?  Are  they  not  over-powered 
by  fuch  as  are  for  the  Duke's  intereft?  l^  this  do 
not  make  all  your  laws  invalid,  by  not  execuiino- 
them;  is  there  not  an  army  of  about  ten  thoufand 
men  under  the  name  of  guards,  and  may  not  more 
be  raifed?  And  what  then  will  your  laws  fignify  ? 
Have  we  not  already  had  fome  experience  of  this, 
when    the    toleration   came  out    in    1672.    when 
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there  was  that  army  at  Black-heathy  and  Clifford  had 
the  management  of  the  great  affairs  of  ftate  ?    If 
the  King  had  not  then  hearkened   to  the  advice  of 
his  Parliament,  what  would  all  the  laws  that  were 
then  in  force  againft  papifts  have  fignified  ?  And 
may  you  not  fee  the  fame  again,  if  you  do  not  take 
fome  care  to  prevent  it  ?  What  great  difference  be- 
tween Clifford  and  fome  of  our  prefent  great  minifters, 
only  that  he  had  that  weaknefs  to  declare  himfelfto  he  a 
papifts  and  thefe  the  difcretion  to  keep  the  knowledge  of 
their  religion  to  them/elves.     But  we  fee  they  manage 
things  as  much  in  favour  of  popery,  as  ever  Clifford 
did.     Did  not  that  toleration,  that  army,  and  that 
minifter  of  ftate,  repeal  all  your  laws  as  effedually, 
as  if  they  had  never  been  made?  When  I  confider 
how  the  triple-league  was  hroke^  after  we  had  made 
laws  for  the  keeping  it^  by  giving  near  three  millions  ; 
bow  the  peace  was  made  up  at  Nimeguen,  after  we 
had  made  an  a5i  for  an  aSlual  war  with  France,  and 
given  above  a  million  for  entring  into  it  -,    I  will  never 
believe  that  any  law  will  be  obferved,  make  what 
you  will,  unlefs  there  be  thofe  about  the  King  that 
may  be  for  the  keeping  of  it ;  otherwife  you  fhall 
have  fuchjudges,juftices,  deputy- lieutenants, and  other 
commifTionared  officers,  as  will  repeal  your  laws  at 
pleafure.     And  therefore  I  could   wifh  you  would 
confider  well,  how  you  pofTefs  thofe  that  fent  you 
here,  with  an  opinion  that  they   may  depend  upon 
fuch  laws  as  thefe.     And  at  the  fame  time.  Sir,  that 
you  are  confulting  the  deftru£iion  of  the  papifts y  I  think 
you  may  do  well  to  endeavour  the  prefervalion  of  the 
proteftanis.     Is  this  a  time  for  the  church- men  and 
difTenters  to  quarrel  ?   It  is  like  two  men  riding  upon 
a  road,  a  highway-man  coming  to  rob   them,  in- 
ftead  of  uniting  to  defend  themfelves,  they  quarrel 
and  difarm  one  the  other,  and  fo  were  both  robbed. 
1  pray  God  this  do  not  prove  at  laft  our  cafe.     For 
as  that  projcft  of  the  papifts  hath,  {mQ.(tWake7narL9^'' 
irial,    had  itrange   fuccefs  in  dividing  us ;  fo  no 
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doubt  but  it  will  at  hft  come  to  difarming  us  too-, 
and  how  that  will  facilitate  their  conqueft,  may  be 
eafily  calculated?  Is  this  a  time  to  weaken  the  pro- 
teltant  intercft,  by  tearing  us  in  pieces  by  the  execu- 
tion of  a6ls  made  againlt  pLipiits?  That  man  that 
can  believe,  that  th:u  is  the  way  to  preferve  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  or  proreftant  church,  is  fit  to  believe 
that  St.  Dennis  walked  many  miles  with  his  head  un- 
der his  arm,  or  any  other  popifh  miracle  whatfo- 
ever.  And  therefore  1  think  you  will  do  well  to 
halten  the  bill  for  uniting  of  the  proteitant  dif- 
fenters,  that  we  may  bring  into  the  church  as  many 
of  them  as  is  pofTible,  and  not  longer  be  fo  infatuat- 
ed as  to  gratify  the  papifts  in  that  particular,  by  do- 
ing their  bufinefs  in  deftroying  one  another  ;  but 
prevent  them  if  pofTible  by  union,  which  will  tend  more 
to  prevent  popery  than  all  the  bills  that  have  been 
propofed. 

Sir,  I  have  read  in  fcripture,  What  King  going  to  paui  Foiej, 
make  war  againft  another y  fttteth  not  down  firft^  and 
confidteth  whether  he  be  able  with  ten  thoufand  to  meet 
him  that  cometh  againft  him  with  twenty?  I  tike  the 
denial  of  the  bill  of  exclufwn  to  be  a  plain  demonflra- 
tion,  that  the  popifh  party  fhould  not  be  deprived  of  a  right 
to  govern  us  -,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  having 
that  right,  they  will  be  fure  to  make  ufe  of  all  the 
power  they  can  back  it  with,  That  we  may  be  the 
better  able  to  judge,  whether  we  can  fortify  our 
felves  fufficiently  againft  fuch  a  right,  and  the  power 
that  will  naturally  follow  it,  I  pray.  Sir,  let  us 
follow  our  Saviour's  advice,  and  confult,  whether 
with  ten  thoufand  we  can  meet  twenty  thoufand. 

When  I  confider  how  the  triple '  league  was 
broke,  and  how  all  alliances  and  tranfa6lions  relat- 
ing to  peace  and  war  have  been  (ince  managed  in 
favour  of  the  French  intereft,  contrary  to  the  true 
intereft  of  England^  and  the  prefTing  importunities 
of  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  our  own,  1  think  we 
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cannot  but  conclude,  that  the  Duke's  intereft,  the 
French  interefl:,  and  popifli  intereft  is  all  one. 
And  that  the  Duke  or  popifh  intereft  have  fome  great 
dependance  on  the  French  King,  for  his  afiiftance 
in  the  fettling  of  popery  here.  And  no  man  can 
doubt  this,  but  he  that  will  not  believe  Coleman's 
letters,  or  that  there  was  a  peace  made  at  Nime- 
guen,  in  order  to  put  him  in  the  better  condition. 
If  the  jefuits  do  manage  all  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
as  is  faid,  it  may  be  juttly  feared,  that  the  French 
King  will  improve  this  argument  fo,  as  to  get 
Flanders^  if  not  Holland  too,  before  he  perform 
his  promife  of  giving  them  the  expe6led  aOlftance  ; 
which,  being  it  will  conduce  to  the  deftroying  of  the 
proteftants  abroad,  as  well  as  here,  we  may  juftly 
fear  the  jefuits  will  never  obftrudl. 

Befides  the  dependance  which  the  papifts  may 
have  of  aftlftance  from  this  mighty  monarch,  in 
Ireland  they  are  five  to  one  for  the  proteftants, 
and  amount  to  many  hundred  thoufands,  full  of 
bloody  revenge,  derived  from  their  anceftors,  want- 
ing nothing  but  arms,  (which  they  may  have  from 
France  in  a  night)  to  be  enabled  to  malTacre  all  the 
proteftants  in  Ireland^  and  to  be  ready  to  be  tranf- 
ported  hither.  How  the  plot  hath  been  carried  on 
there  in  order  to  it;  how  endeavours  have  been 
there  ufed  to  ftifle  and  counterplot  it-,  who  com- 
mands all  the  Englijh  coaft  oppofite  to  Ireland^  we 
know;  and  how  our  forts  and  caftles  are  provided, 
the  examination  of  the  governor  of  Cheapftow-ca- 
file  may  inform  you. 

And  that  there  may  not  want  a  ftrength  to  com- 
pel us  on  every  fide,  is  not  the  government  of 
Scotland  quite  altered,  by  fome  ads  made  within 
tliefe  few  years  ?  Is  it  not  become  very  near  arbi- 
trary. Parliaments  in  a  manner  laid  afide,  and  the 
power  invefted  in  a  privy-council?  And  is  there 
not  a  ftanding  army  of  twenty  two  thoufand  men,' 
fettled  by  adt  of  Parliament,    with  a  declaration, 

that 
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that  they  fhall  be  ready  to  come  into  England  up- 
on any  occafion  ?  And  is  not  the  Duke  now  there, 
managing  the  government  of  that  kingdom,  and 
army  too,  by  putting  his  own  creatures  into  the 
council  and  into  the  command  of  the  army,  and 
ufingall  other  ways  imaginable  to  improve  his  in- 
tereft  there  ? 

And  may  we  not  conclude,  that  in  England  there 
may  be  one  hundred  thoufand  papifts  fighting 
men,  and  that  Port/mouth,  Plimouth,  Sheernefs,  Til- 
bury-Forty and  Hully  and  all  other  places  of  impor- 
tance, jfhall,  when  that  intereft  ihall  think  it  conve- 
nient, be  in  the  hands  of  perfons  they  may  confide 
in,  as  well  as  the  command  of  the  militia  and 
fleet. 

And  what  now.  Sir,  can  any  man  fay  is  want- 
ing, to  enable  this   party  to  make  a  great  conteit 
with  us,  but  a  popifli  King  to  head  them?  And 
doth  any  thing  ftand  in  their  way  for  that,  but  his 
Majefty*s  life?  And   is  it  not  ftrange,  that  though 
we  fee  things  never  fo  plain,  that  there  is  no  reme- 
dy for  poor  proteftants?  can    it  be  imagined,  that 
if  this  party  fhould  once  have  a  King  on  their  fide, 
endowed  with  a  valorous  fpirit,  and  vowing  revenge, 
fpurred  on  with  a  fiery  zeal,  to  get  not  only  three 
crowns  on  earth,  but  the  crown  of  glory  in  heaven, 
by   rooting  out  a  peftilent  herefy  out  of  three  nati- 
ons ;  that  they  will  negled  fo  great  an  opportuni- 
ty for  the  eftablifning  of  popery  here?  And  will 
not  the  divifions  they  carry   on  amongft  us,  as  to 
church- men  and  fanatics,  plot  or  no  plot,  be  very 
ufeful  to  them,  but  efpecially  their  arraignments  of 
Parliaments,  and  all  that  fpeak  againft  popery,  as 
forty-one- men,    and    enemies  to  the  government, 
occafion  a  great  weaknefson  our  fide?  I  think.  Sir, 
all  this  put  together  makes  a  great  ftrength  for  that 
party,  enough  to  bring  us   into  mifery,  whatever 
the  ifTue   may    be.     I  would  now.  Sir,    give  you 
fome  account  how  the  protellants  may  be  able  in 
G  g  2  fuch 
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fuch  a  cafe  to  defend  themfelves ;  but  I  proteft,  Sir^ 
I  know  not  what  defence  they  will  be  able  to  make 
legally.  It  is  true.  Sir,  as  long  as  our  good  King 
lives,  we  may  live  in  quiet*,  but  things  being  thus, 
are  not  the  papifts  under  great  temptations  to  go 
^  on  with  their  old  damnable  -defign,  or  fet  op  a 
new  one  for  the  deftruclion  of  the  King.  And  if 
it  fhould  fo  happen,  either  by  their  wicked  coun- 
fels,  or  naturally,  I  think  there  is  no  way  left  us 
to  oppofe  this  party,  hut  by  a  rehcllion  \  and  there- 
fore I  think  we  may  conclude^  that  our  lives^  liberties, 
and  religion^  are  to  terminate  with  the  King^s  life. 

I  confefs.  Sir,  this  is  a  melancholy  difcourfe,  but 
I  am  afraid  too  true*,  and  that  the  more  you  confi- 
der  of  it,  the  more  reafon  you  will  have  to  believe^ 
that  there  is  fuch  a  net  fpread  to  catch  poor  prote- 
ftants,  as  cannot  fail  to  do  it  effedually,  whenever 
the  jefuits  (hall  be  pleafed  to  draw  it.     And  our 
condition  looks  the   more  difmal,    becaufe  though 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  have  fo  often  declar- 
•€d   that  there  hath  been  a  damnable,    execrable, 
devilifh,   hellifh,   abominable  plot   carried  on  by 
the  papifts,  yet  that  all  remedies   againft  the   like 
for  the  future  muft  be  denied  us ;  I  mean  fuch  as 
can  fignify  any  thing ;  and  we  muft  now  again  be 
expofed,  as  we  were  before  the  plot  broke  out,  to 
■all  their  barbarities,  having  only  weakened  that  par- 
ty   by    executing  about    twenty   old   men ;    but 
ftrengthened  them  much  more,  by  having  difcourag- 
ed  all   witnefies  from  ever  revealing  more  of  their 
plots,    and   by  the  difcoveries   they  had  made  of 
the  ftrength  of  their  party,    in  the  ftifling  of  this 
plot.     And  yet  all  will  not  open  the  eyes  of  fome 
proteftants,  that  fo,  ifpoflible,  we  might  be  fo  hap- 
py as  to  lay   our  divifions  afide,  and  join   againft: 
the  common  enemy,  without  which  we  muft  cer- 
tainly be  ruined. 

And  if  this  be  our  cafe,  and  there  be  nothing 
wanting  but  a  popifti  King  to  complete  our  mifery^ 

and 
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and  the  art  oF  man  cannot  find  out  any  way  to  fe- 
cure  us  againft  a  popiQi  King,  without  the  exclufion- 
bill ;  is  it  not  ftrange  it  fhould  be  rejecfted  in  the 
houfe  of  Lords  ?  I  cannot  believe  that  the  fathers 
of  the  church  fhould  join  in  that,  which  mud  infalli- 
bly give  opportunity  for  the  tearing  out  of  the 
bowels  of  their  mother,  and  deftroying  her  for 
ever.  If  fo,  well  may  we  lie  down  and  cry,  We 
have  no  body  to  help  «j,  but  only  thee^  0  God. 

Sir,  I  have  troubled  you  too  long,  but  I  hope 
what  I  have  faid,  may  be  of  fome  ufe  to  you  in 
refolving  about  thefe  bills  that  are  propofed,  though 
I  think  they  will  all  come  fliort  of  our  cafe.     See- 
ing you  have  voted  a  bill  for  the  banifhing  of  the 
papifts,  I  think  you  may  do   well  to  try  what  a 
bill  of  afTociation   may   amount  to:   But   I  agree 
with  the  opinion  of  thofe  worthy  members  that  have 
told  you,  that  thefe  things  are  put  upon  you,  that 
you  may  give  occafion  to  thofe  that  wi/^  ill  to  Par- 
liaments^  to  argue  thereby  for  your  dijfolution ;  and 
afterwards  to  perfuade  the  people  that  you  went  about 
to  dijfolve  the  foundation  of  the  government.     And 
therefore  I  do  not  expedfc  any  good  efFed:  of  thefe 
bills. 

Sir,  by  the  ferious  difcourfe  which  that  worthy  sir  Fr^wc/V 
member  hath  made  of  the  fadnefs  and  infecurity  ^"^'^ 
of  our  condition,  we  may  plainly  fee,  how  by  the 
intereft  of  the  Duke  of  Tork^  there  is  a  great  pow- 
er combined  againft  us,  and  that  our  condition  is 
irrecoverable,  if  he  fhould  come  to  be  King. 
And  therefore.  Sir,  I  defire  you  would  put  the  quef- 
tion,  upon  a  motion  that  was  made  a  little  while 
fince,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that, 
as  long  as  the  papifts  have  any  hopes  of  the  Duke's 
fucceeding  to  the  government  of  this  nation,  the 
King's  perfon,  nor  the  proteftant  religion,  nor  the 
government  of  this  nation,  can  be  fecure. 

G  g  3  Refolved, 
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Refolved,  Thai  it  is  the  opinion  oj  this  committee^ 
that  as  long  as  the  paptjis  have  any  hopes  of  the 
Duke  of  York'i  fucceeding  the  King  in  the 
kingdom  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  domini- 
ons thereunto  belongings  the  King's  perfon^  the 
froteftant  religion ^  and  the  lives ^  liberties y  and 
properties  of  all  his  Majeflfs  proteftantfubje5fSy 
are  in  apparent  danger  of  being  defiroyed. 

^tc.c.  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  the  popifh  plot  goeth  on 
as  much  as  ever,  and  the  papifts  are  fo  proud  of  it, 
as  they  cannot  forbear  bragging  of  their  hopes  to 
fee  better  days  fpeedily.  I  think.  Sir,  feeing  we 
are  not  like  for  one  while  to  have  the  exclufion-bill, 
we  fhall  appear  negle<5lful  of  our  duty,  if  we  do 
not  try  what  fecurity  can  be  contrived  by  an  af- 
fociation-bill.  And  therefore  1  humbly  pray,  that 
the  houfe  may  be  moved  to  appoint  a  committee,  to 
draw  up  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  alTociating  all  his 
Majefty's  proteftant  fubjedts. 

Sir,  The  reafon  why  we  are  now  in  this  debate, 
CateiT^    is  becaufe  a  negative  is  pafs'd  on  our  bill  for  exclud- 
ing the  Duke  of  T^ry^.     It  is  ftrange,  feeing  the 
danger  of  the  proteftant  religion   is  fo   great,  (if 
there  be  any  intent  to  fave  it)  that  the   only  bill 
which  could  ferve  for  that  end  fhould  be  thought 
too  much.     I  am  of  opinion,  that  no  other  bills 
can   do    us   any  fervice    at    all    (for   it   will    be 
pretended  they  are  all  void,  becaufe  made  againft 
the  right  and   prerogative  of  your  lawful  King) 
without  this  exclufion-bill.     Yet  feeing  his  Majefty 
hath  fo  often  in  his  fpeeches  recommended  the  fecu- 
rity of  the  proteftant  religion   by   other  ways,  I 
think  it  is  our  duty  to  try  what  other  laws  can  be 
made,  though  it  be  only  to  give  the  King  and  the 
world   fatisfacflion,    and  to  enable  us  the    better  to 
judge,  whether  fuch  fpeeches  proceed  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's goodnefs,  or  from  evil  council.     I  muft  con- 
3  fefs, 
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fefs.  Sir,  I   am  afraid,  (feeing  the  Duke  of  22?;'/^*s 
intereft  is  now  as  great  at  court  as  ever,    and  that 
there  are  fo  many  of  the  privy-counfellors  for  him, 
as  well  as  moft  others  in  places  of  trult  and  command) 
that  they  that  advife  the  King  to  put  in  that  limita- 
tion in  all  his  fpeeches,  do  know,  that  without  that 
law  there  can  he  none  made  that  can  prejudice  the  Duke^s 
intereft^  and  fo  confequently  not  fave  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion^ and  therefore  they  advife  it.     For  how  can  we 
reafonably  prefume  otherways,  feeing  his  intereft  is  fo 
fixt  as  it  is,  and  the  wheel  within  the  wheel  continues^ 
which  hath  been  fo  often  complained  of.     When  I 
ponderate  on  the  good  things  his  Majefty  always 
doth,  when  he  is  pleafed  to  exclude  the  corrupt  po- 
litics, and  advice  of  others,  I  cannot  but   lament 
afrefh  our  great  misfortune  in  having  2Lpopi/hfucceJfor; 
that  fhould  be  able  to  create  fuch  an  intereft,  as  to 
hinder  us  from  the  good  efFe6l  thereof.     His  Ma- 
jefty did  once  declare,    how  fenfible  he  was  of  the 
inconvenience  of  being  advifed  by  private  cabals^  and 
feemed  refolved  to  dilmifs  them  j  and  from  that  time 
forward  to  advife  with  his  privy- council ^  and  in  cafes  ex- 
traordinary^ with  the  great  council  the  Parliament. 
How  he  came  to  vary  from  that  refolution  1  do  not 
know ;  but  I  am  afraid  we  (hall  not  fee  any  alteration 
in  favour  of  the  proteftant  intereft,  until  we  fee  fome 
change  in  that  particular.     For  though  the  Duke's 
friends  may  do  very   well  to  preferve  the  Duke^s  in- 
tereft <t  which  upon  all  accounts  is  popery  \  yet,  I  think, 
they  are  very  inconfiftent  with  the  prefervation  of 
the  proteftant  intereft :  And  therefore  until  fome  al- 
teration in  council,  as  Parliaments  have  laboured  in 
vain  againft  popery  thefe  two  years,  fo  I  am  afraid 
we  fhallnow.  However,  Sir,  I  am  not  againft  trying 
what  ftrength  you  can  make  of  an  Affociation-bill ; 
but  I  am  afraid,  that  without  the  Exclufion-hill^  you 
will  find  your  work  endlefs;  and  that  one  bill  will 
occafion  another,  and  all  prove  to  littlepurpofe  with- 
G  g  4  out- 
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out  it,  and  that  you.  wilj  buD  give  your  enemies  a 
handle  to  reprefent  youamifs,  and  get  nothing. 

^'  Sir,  The  many  difcourfes.  yttu'h^ve  beard  this 
day,  touching  the  ftrength  of  the  popiili  intereft  at 
home,  and  how  combinedvvith  foreign  power,  doth 
cot  fo  much  ftarde  me,  as  to  fee,  that  all  tbefirengthy 
upon  which  theproteftant  party  muft  depend  for  fecurity^ 
is  put  into  the  hafids  of  perfans  who  are  for  the  Duke'' 3 
irJereJl,  ivhich  'we  have  reafcn  to  undsrfijznd  to  he  the 
fame  with  popery  \  not  a  perfon  being  implpyed  in 
any  place  of  command  or  truft,  that  ever  declared 
againft  that  intereft.  If  1  be  miftaken  in  what  I 
fay,  I  defire  to  be  correded  ;  I  fpeak  according  to 
the  befl:  information  I  could  have,  and  I  believe  all 
here  know,  what  an  exact  fcrutiny  there  hath  been 
often  made  in  all  countries  and  corporations,  for  the 
finding  out  of  men  that  way  inclined,  or  otherwaya 
fo  qualified,  as  are  not  fit  to  make  any  oppofition  to. 
the  defgns  carried  ofi  by  the  popifh  party.  And  if  by 
chance  any  is  put  in,  not  fettered  either  by  opinioQ 
or  intereft  to  that  party,  upon  the  firft  appearance 
he  is  prefenilydifcharged,  as  if  he  were  a  traitor  to 
his  country.  And  now  ^fter  a  long  interval  of  Par- 
liaments, and  morcaTid  more  difcoveries  of  the  rea- 
lity and  danger  of  the  popifh  plot»  not  only  here, 
but  in  Ireland^  and  of  the  many  contrivances  of  that 
parcy  to  ftifle  new  evidence,  and  to  corrupt  and 
difcourage  the  old,  of  the  certain  ruin  of  the  prote- 
ftant  religion  from  a  popifh  fuccceflbr  and  popifti 
King,  what  remedies  are  we  like  to  obtain  this  fcf- 
fion?  I  am  afraid  very  few  or  none*,  for  I  muft 
confcfs,  I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  there  can  be  none 
without  the  exclufion-bill,  which  the  Lords  have 
thrown  out  without  fo  much  as  a  conference ;  and 
therefore  I  am  afraid,  that  what  the  witneftes  have 
faid  they  were  told  by  feveral  jefuits,  is  true;  nai 
popery  wasfo  clenched  and  rivetted^  that,  it  did  not  lie 
in  0je  power  of  God  nor  man  to  prevent  the  fettling  of 
it  in  this  nation.     And  if  we  confider  what  an  in- 

terelj"- 
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terefl  that  party  hath  now  at  prefenr,  and  how  things 
are  prepared  to  afford  them  a  greater  afiliiance  here- 
after ;  how  a  popifh  King,  as  well  as  ourdivifions 
and  animofitres,  will  contribute  to  it,  though  I  hope 
God  will  make  them  liars  \  yet  I  conclude,  they 
have  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  be  very  confident. 
And  1  fee  not  how  we  can  help  ourfelves,  feeing 
there  are  fo  many  Miniftersof  ftate  about  the  King» 
who  are  as  a  partition-wail  betv/een  him  and  his 
people.  I  find  in  Cokeys  Repcrt^^  that  when  the 
nation  was  in  apparent  danger,  the  people  might 
go  diredly  to  the  King  v/ith  their  grievances,  and 
make  their  complaints  and  petitions  known.  \  think 
we  may  do  well  to  cqnfult  this  textv  arid  fee.  if  we 
can  find  out  any  better  way  than  what  we  have  tried 
already,  to  convey  our  humble  fupplications  to  his 
royal  perfon.  In  the  mean  time  1  think  you  had 
not  beft  to  go  off  from  the  bill  of  afibciation  •,  for 
which  we  have  a  precedent  in  Queen  Elizabeth'^. 
time,  firft  made  by  the  gentry,  and  afterwards  con*  ^ 
firmed  by  ad  of  Parliament, 

Sir,  I  would  notdifcourage  you  from  going  on-^-^* 
with  thefe  bills ;  but  I  am  afraid  they  will  fall  far 
fhort  ofthe  power  and  ftrength  that  will  be  neceflary, 
to  root  out  an  intereft  that  hath  been  above  one  hun- 
dred years  rivetting  itfelf  by  all  arts  and  ways  ima- 
ginable, and  hath  now  fixt  itfelf  fo  near  the  throne. 
1  muft  confefs,  I  am  afraid  we  are  at  labour  in  vain, 
and  that  this  intereft  hath  fo  clenched  itfelf,  (as  the 
jefuits  term  it)  that  it  will  break  nor.  only  this  Par- 
liament, butmanymore,  if  not  all  Parliaments,  and 
the  proteftant  religion  too.  Ic  is  too  weighty  to  be 
removed,  or  perverted,  by  fuch  little  bills  as  thefe : 
No,  Sir,  you  will  find,  that  nothing  lefs  than  3.  firm 
union  amongji  all  the  prot  eft  ants  in  this  nation  can  he 
fiifficierd  to  give  any  check  to  this  intereft.  As  long  as 
there  are  amongft  us  fo  m^any  perfons,  as  know  not 
rightly  how  to  apply  the  dangers  ofthe  church  and 
ftate,  nor  the  miferies  o\yorty  one^  but  will  be  led 
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by  popifh  projedors,  I  am  afraid  fuch  bills  as  thefe 
will  not  do  our  bufmefs :  Becaufe  they  will  not  de- 
ftroy  that  footing  which  they  have  at  court,  nor 
ftrengthen  the  proteftant  intereft,  which  mud  have 
its  original  from  union.  It  is  ftrange  that  none, 
but  thofe  who  are  for  the  Duke's  intereft,  fhould  be 
the  only  perfons  thought  fit  to  be  in  places  of  truft  ! 
It  is  fo  ftrange  away  to  preferve  the  proteftant  church 
and  religion^  that  it  raifeth  with  me  a  doubt,  whether 
any  fiich  thing  be  dejigned.  Such  perfons  may  be 
proper  to  manage  affairs  in  favour  of  the  popifii  in- 
tereft j  but  it  is  to  be  admired,  that  they,  and  they 
only,  fhould  be  thought  fit  to  be  intrufted  with  the 
proteftant  intereft.  I  think  it  as  hard  for  them  to 
do  it,  as  to  ferve  two  mafters.  It  is  not  ufual  in 
other  countries,  to  retain  their  enemies  in  the  govern- 
ment, nor  fuch  as  are  friends  to  their  enemies  ;  and 
it  is  ftrange  that  we,  of  all  other  nations,  fhould  fall 
into  this  piece  of  policy.  But,  Sir,  for  thefe  reafons 
you  may  conclude,  that  unlefs  what  laws  you  make 
be  ftrongand  well  penned,  they  will  fignify  nothing 
againft  fo  powerful  a  party  as  you  have  to  do  with. 

.  '.'Sir,  Though  it  plainly  appear,  by  what  hath 
rfltreen  faid  upon  this  debate,  that  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion is  in  a  dangerous  condition,  yet  when  I  confider 
how  ftrangely  God*s  providence  hath  hitherto  help- 
ed us,  and  defeated  all  the  wicked  ftratagems  of 
this  party,  I  cannot  defpair.  Notwithftanding  the 
breaking  of  the  triple  league,  the  Butch  war  1672. 
and  the  afTiftance  given  the  French^  the  protefiants 
abroad  are  not  ail  deftroyed-:  Neither  by  their  firing 
of  London,  endeavours  to  corrupt  Parliaments,  and 
contrivances  againft  the  King's  life,  have  they  yet 
deftroyed  all  at  home.  And  as  I  doubt  not  but  the 
King  is  willing  to  fecure  the  proteifant  religion  to 
us  and  our  pofterities,  fo  I  hope  he  will  hearken  to 
us,  and  grant  fuch  laws  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
fecuring  of  it,    he  being  moft  concerned  therein. 

And 
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And  therefore  I  hope  that  at  laft  he  will  concur  in  fuch 
laws  as  we  fhall  propofe  for  that  end,  or  contrive  better. 

'  Sir,  There  hath  been  fo  much  faid  already  upon  sir  wmam 
the  fubjedl- matter  of  this  debate,  that  I  fhall  have  ^''""' 
little  occafion  to  trouble  you  long.  The  worthy 
member  that  fpoke  a  while  fince,  hath  fhewed  you 
from  whence  our  fears  of  popery  arife,  from  the  de- 
pendance  they  have  of  afliftance  from  France,  Ire- 
land,  and  Scotland,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  a  popifh 
King,  befides  the  parry  they  have  here,  and  the  ad- 
vantage they  will  have  by  the  government,  which 
is  already  fecured  for  that  intereft,  and  of  itfelf 
would  be  fufficient  to  conteft  with  the  proteftant  in- 
tereft, who,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  would  have  no  King  to 
head  them,  no  perfons  in  any  place  of  truft  to  exe- 
cute any  laws  in  their  behalf,  nor  no  legal  power  to 
defend  themfelves.  And  therefore,  feeing  there  is 
a  negative  pafs'd  upon  the  bill  we  had  contrived  to 
fecure  us  from  thefe  great  dangers,  I  think.  Sir,  we 
may  do  well  to  try  if  we  can  get  any  thing  elfe. 
But  I  am.  perfuaded  if  this  afibciation  bill  be  made 
as  it  fhould  be,  that  we  fliall  have  no  better  fuccefs 
with  it  than  we  had  with  the  exclufion  bill :  For  I 
am  afraid,  that  though  we  are  permitted  to  brandifh 
our  weapons,  yet  that  we  fhall  not  be  allowed  to 
v^ound  popery  ;  but  rather  do  believe,  that  they 
who  adviled  the  throwing  out  of  that  bill,  will 
alfo  do  the  fame  by  this,  or  difTolve  the  houfe  be- 
fore it  come  to  perfedlion  :  For  this  bill  muft  be 
much  ftronger  than  that  in  Queers  Elizahethh  days  ; 
that  was  for  an  afTociation  only  after  her  death,  but 
I  cannot  tell  if  fuch  a  bill  will  fecure  us  now,  the 
circumftances  we  are  under  being  very  different. 
In  Queen  ElizahetJfs  days,  the  privy  counfellors 
were  all  for  the  Queen's  intereft,  and  none  for  the 
fucceffor's ;  now  moft  of  the  privy- counfellors  are  for 
the  fuccejfor'^s,  and  few  for  the  King's.  Then  the 
Minifters  unanimoufly  agreed  to  keep  out  popery, 

now 
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now  we  have  too  much  reafon  to  fear,  there  are  many 
that  are  for  hritigitig  it  in.  In  thofe  days  they  aU 
agreed  to  keep  xkit-popijh  fuccejjbr  in  Scotland,  now 
the  major  part  agreed  to  keep  the  fuccejfor  here  ;  all 
which  muft  be  confidered  in  drawing  up  of  the  bilL 

Refblved,  iToat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^ 
that  the  houfe  he  nwved^  that  a  hill  he  hrought  in 
for  an  affociation  of  all  his  Majejifs  proteftant 
fi{hje5fs^  for  the  fafety  of  his  Majeft/fs  perfon^ 
the  defence  of  theproteflaiit  religion^  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  Majeftfs  proteflant  fuhjecfSy  a^ 
gainft  all  invafions  and  oppofitions  •,  and  for  pre- 
venting the  Duke  of  York^  or  any  other  papiji^ 
from  JU€ce£dmg  to  the  crown. 

The  1 7  th  of  December^   1680. 

TH  E  houfe  refolved  into  a  Committee,  farther 
to  confider  of  ways  and  means  to  fecure  the 
kingdom  againfb  popery  and  arbitrary  government  -, 
and  after  feveral  debates,  how  inefftdual  all  laws 
would  prove,  without  having  good  Judges,  Ju- 
ftices,  and  others  in  commiffion,  that  will  execute 
them  ;  and  how  frequent  Parliaments  would  conduce 
to  iiave  laws  put  duly  in  execution, 

Refolved,  ^hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe ^  that  the 
houfe  he  moved^  that  a  hill  he  hrought  in^  for  the 
more  effectual  fecuring  of  the  ?neetings  and  fittings 
of  frequent  Parliaments, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  ^  thai 
the  houfe  he  moved^  that  a  hill  he  hrought  in  that 
thejudges  may  hold  their  places  andfalaries^  quam- 
diu  fe  bene  geflerint. 

Refolved, 
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Rcfolved,  nat  it  is  the  opinion  of  ibis  Committee ^ 
that  one  means  to  prevent  arbitrary  power  is ^  that 
the  boufe  be  moved,  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  ^- 
gainjl  illegal  exaction  of  money  upon  the  people,  to 
make  it  High-Treafon.  Reported  to  the  houfe, 
and  agreed  to. 

His   Maj^Jlfs    Speech  made  to   both    houfeSy 
•^^     December  15.  was  read. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

0  I  R,  The  veneration  that  is  due  to  all  his  M2i'7*iUmfi^* 
^  jefty*s  fpeeches  doth  require,    that  we  fhould 
ferioufly  debate  them  before  we  give  any  anfwer  to 

them  -,  but  the  circumftances  we  are  under  at  this 
time  challenge  a  more  than  ordinary  confultation. 
For  by  the  tenor  of  the  fpeech  I  conclude,  that  the 
fuccefs  of  this  Parliament  depends  upon  our  anfwer 
to  iti  and  confequently,  the  fafety  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  both  at  home  and  abroad.     And  therefore 

1  think  myfelf  very  unable  to  advife  in  this  matter, 
and  fhould  not  have  attempted  it,  but  that  you  have 
encouraged  me  by  your  leave  to  fpeak  firll.  So  that 
if  I  offer  any  thing  amifs,  thofe  that  come  after  will 
have  opportunities  to  corredl  me.  I  would  begin 
with  the  latter  end  of  the  fpeech  firft;  becaufe  that 
part  of  it  is  mod  likely  to  beget  a  fair  underftanding 
between  his  Majefty  and  this  houfe.  But  I  cannot 
but  obferve,  what  great  care  is  here  again  taken  of 
preferving  the  fucceflion  in  the  right  line,  as  in  all 
other  his  Majefty's  fpeeches  ever  fihce  the  plot  broke 
out.  I  think  more  could  not  be  done,  though  it 
were  in  behalf  of  the  King's  fon,  and  a  proteftant 
too.  That  limitation,  and  his  Majefty  s  offer  offe- 
curing  the  proteftant  religion,  (if  by  fuccefTion  in  the 
right  line  may  be  meant  the  Duke)  upon  m^ny  de- 
bates in  this  houfe  is  found  irreconcileable ;  and 
therefore  muft  be  imputed  to  thofe  that  have  advifed 

his 
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his  Majelly  thereto.  To  preferve  the  right  fucceflion 
in  the  Duke,  is  to  preferve  fomething  or  nothing. 
The  fomething  muft  be  no  his  than  the  crown,  in 
cafe  of  his  Majefty's  death  ;  and  fo  confequently  the 
intereft  of  the  popifh  party,  who,  after  one  hun- 
dred years  endeavours  to  have  a  prince  of  their  re- 
ligion, the  indefatigable  induftry  of  the  jefuits  to 
obtain  it,  and  the  lofs  of  fo  much  blood  fpent  there- 
in, will,  befides    their   principles  and  inclinations, 
lay  on  them  great  obligations,  to  make  ufe  of  the  op- 
portunity to  eftablifh  their  religion  again  in  this  na- 
tion.    So  that  I  muft  confefs,  thefe  refervations  look 
to  me  like  a  perfe5l  defign  to  fave  the  whole -p arty ^  ac^ 
companied  with  a  power  and  a  pretence  fufficient  to  en- 
able them  to  accomplijh  their  end.     For  to  this  the 
faving  of  the  Duke's  right  doth  amount,    and  con- 
fequently the  deftruftion  of  the  proteftant  religion. 
Which  cannot  be  imagined  to  proceed  from  his  Ma- 
jefty.     In  former  times,  the  intereft  of  no  one  man 
could  ever  bear  up  againft  the  intereft  of  the  nation  ; 
now  it  feems,  that  the  rehgion,  lives,  and  liberties 
of  all  the  people  of  this  nation,  nay,  I  may  fay,  all 
the  proteftants  of  the  three  nations,  muft  all  be  loft, 
rather  than  one  man  he  difpojfejt  of  his  right  \  though  by 
his  a5l  he  hath  made  himfelf  incapable  to  enjoy  it.  Cer- 
tainly  there  muft  be  more  intended  by  this  than  the 
faving  of  one  man  •,    it   muft   be  the   faving  of  a 
party.     And  therefore.  Sir,  I  am  afraid  we  are  but 
where  we  were  .two  years  ago.  For  it  is  plain  to  me, 
that  there  is  a  certain  fatal  fcheme,  which  hath  been 
exadly  purfued  thefe  twenty  years,  in  order  to  de- 
ftroy  the  proteftant  intereft,  and  hath  had  a  ftrange 
fecret  operation  in  the  management  of  all  our  affairs. 
And  although  now  and  then  fome  accidents  have 
happened,  that  have  occafioned  fome  alteration  for 
a  time ;  as  by  his  Majefty's  recalling  the  toleration, 
fome    tranfadions    of  Parliaments,    the  breaking 
out   of  the    plot,    and    his    Majefty's    toleration 
of  his  council  in  1679 :  Yet  I  obferve,  that  after  a 
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little  while  there  is  no  change  in  the  main  5  all  re- 
turns to  the  old  fcheme,  as  if  there  were  a  certain  in- 
fallible balance  that  did  preponderate.  We  have  had 
fo  much  experience  of  his  Majefty's  goodnefsand  in- 
clinations, that  we  cannot  but  conclude,  that  there  is 
ftill  fome  fuch  thing,  as  a  wheel  within  a  wheel  ; 
whether  Jefuits^  (for  'tis  like  them  j  or  who,  I  can- 
not tell,  nor  how  the  government  is  influenced,  that 
the  proteftants  fhould  not  be  able  to  obtain  any  thing 
for  their  fecurity.     But  we  may  guefs,  and  juftly 
fear,  that  it  will  never  beotherwife,  as  long  as  there 
is  a  popi/h  fucceflbr.     The  truth  is,  we  have  a  hard 
tafk  to  ferve  our  King  and  country  in  fuch  a  time  as 
this  is.  We  may  expofe  our  felves  to  the  rage  of  a 
powerful  party  ;  but,  I  am  afraid,  get  little  to  fe- 
cure  ourfelves  againft  their  revenge.     We  are  under 
the  fame  inequality  as  fair  gamefters  that  meet  with 
thofe  that  ule  falfe  dice  ;  and  are  like  to  have  the 
fame  ill  luck  at  laft,  unlefs  his   Majefty  fhould  be 
pleafed   to  confider,  who  (lands   up  moft   for  his 
government,  and  who  plays  faireft  •,  and  accordingly, 
change  his  councils.     The  firjl  three  paragraphs  of 
the    fpeech  are  about  alliaiues ;  the  fourth^  about 
"Tangier  \  ihtffth^  about fecuring  the  fuccefllon -,  the 
fixth^  to  know  what  we  dtfire,  and  what  ^t  will  do. 

Sir,  I  take  no  delight  in  looking  backward  ;  but 
without  doing  it  at  this  time,  I  am  afraid,  we  fhali 
not  mend,  as  w^e  go  forward.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed but  that,  as  well  for  the  fecurity  of  the  nation  ac 
home,  as  o^  Flar?ders  againft  the  power  o^  France^ 
and  the  proteflant  religion  abroad,  we  are  under  a 
necefTity  to  make  alliances  •,  and  that  they  cannot  be 
made  nor  fupported  without  money.  But  did  we 
not  give  above  two  milliois  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  triple  league  ^  And  was  it  not  by  the  power  of 
iht  French  2Lnd  popijh  p^r/jy  employed  to  break  it? 
Did  we  not  a  little  while  fince  give  about  a  million 
and  an  half  for  an  adlual  French  war  ?  And  was  there 
not  prefently  a  general  peace  made  ?  Do  not  all  fo- 
reign 
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reign  nations  complain,  that,  notwithftandingall  our 
treaties,  pretences,  and  declarations,  we  have  been 
only  true  to  France?  And  what  reafon  have  we  now 
to  imagine,  that  if  we  fhould  give  money  for  leagues, 
that  it  would  be  employed  drhsrwife  than  formerly  ? 
Is  not  the  fame  fcheme  of  government  purfued  (till  ? 
Is  not  the  French  A/nbaffador,  and  the  French  Wo- 
men  too,  as  great  at  court  as  ever  ?  A  nd  have  not  the 
Duke's  creatures  the  management  of  all  affairs? 
And  if  the  Duke's  intereft,  the  French  intereft,  and 
the  popilh  intereft,  be  all  one,  can  you  imagine, 
that  your  money  fhall  be  employed  to  make  any 
alliances,  that  fhall  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  ?  No,  Sir,  though  his  Majefty  fo 
intend  it;  yet  the  wheel  within  a  wheel,  which  hath 
managed  all  other  alliances  hitherto^  will  alfo  manage 
thefe^  and  have  the  difpofal  of  our  money  too^  and  per- 
'vert  it  to  our  deflruUion.  And  until  things  fettle 
here  at  home  on  a  true  proteftant  bottom,  it  cannot 
be  imagined,  that  any  foreign  Prince  will  depend  on 
us,  or  make  alliances  with  us.  And  therefore  as 
well  for  that,  as  becaufe  our  money  may  not  pro- 
bably bedifpofed  of  for  any  good  end,  it  is  in  vain  to 
treat  of  either  alliances  or  money.  For  until  the 
intereft  be  changed  at  court,  that  fo  there  may  be 
a  better  underftanding  between  the  King  and  his 
people,  it  cannot  produce  any  thing  for  our  advan- 
tage. 

As  to  'Tangier^  and  the  fuccefiion,  there  hath  been 
fo  much  faid  already,  when  thofe  points  were- de- 
bated, that  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  more  at  this 
time. 

But  1  beg  leave  to  add  fomething  about  the  latter  part 
of  the  fpeech,  which  doth  a  little  comfort  me,  be- 
caufe I  hope  we  may  graft  fuch  an  anfwer  thereupon, 
as  may  beget  a  right  underftanding  with  his  Ma- 
jefty.  I  know  this  houfe  is  conftituted  of  perfons 
much  different  from  that  of  the  long  Parliament, 
becaufe  of  the  many  penfioners  that  were  in  it ,  and 

2  that 
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that  we  need  not  now  be  afraid  to  talk  of  money. 
I  believe  we  all  know,  that  without  giving  money 
this  fefTion,  the  nation  can  never  be  happy,  nor  his 
MajeRy's  government  fo  formidable  as  it  ought  to 
be.  And  therefore  I  would  humbly  move  you  to 
appoint  a  Committee,  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  af- 
fure  his  Majefty,  that  when  his  Majefty  (hall  be 
pleafed  to  grant  us  fuch  laws,  as  are  necelTary  for 
the  fecurity  of  our  religion,  which  may  be  particu- 
larized in  the  addrefs  -,  that  we  will  be  ready  to  give 
him  what  money  his  occafions  may  require,  not  only 
for  the  fupport  of  Tangier^  and  alliances ;  but  to 
enable  him  to  have  a  good  fleet  at  fea,  for  the  en- 
couraging of  feamen,  and  fecurity  of  trade,  and 
prefervation  of  his  dominions-,  that  fo  we  may  fhew 
we  are  ready  to  exprefs  our  duty,  as  well  by  our 
ads  as  words. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  being  it  is  fo  apparent  that  all  Lord  Rujj-eu 
our  fears  of  popery  arife  from,  and  center  in  the 
Duke  of  Tork ;  and  that  it  is  impoflible  the  affairs 
of  this  nation  fhouldever  fettle  on  a  good  proteflant 
bottom,  as  long  as  there  is  apopifh  fuccelTor,  which 
cannot  be  prevented-but  by  the  fucceffion  bill.  That 
there  may  be  no  iilconftrudtion  made  of  our  defires, 
1  would  humbly  move  you  to  offer  to  fupply  the 
King  with  what  money  he  may  need  for  the  fupport 
of  Tangier  and  alliances,  upon  his  granting  of  the 
fucceflion  bill  only,  thatfo  his  Majefty  may  have  no 
reafon  to  be  diffident  of  us ;  not  doubting,  but  that 
if  we  can  once  but  lay  a  foundation  for  good  corre- 
fpondence,  that  his  Majefty  will  take  fo  much  con- 
tent in  it,  beyond  what  he- doth  now  enjoy,  that,  to 
preferve  it,  he  will  afterwards  grant  us  what  more 
bills  may  be  farther  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
proteftant  religion.  And  therefore  I  am  not  for 
clogging  this  addrefs  with  any  rcqueft  for  any  thing 
more,  than  that  one  bill. 

Vol.  I.  H  h  Mr. 
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Sir  miuam  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  we  have  hitherto  had  fo  little 
^'"*'^*  fuccefs  in  our  endeavours,  that  we  may  juftly  fufpedt, 
we  are  permitted  to  fit  here,  rather  to  deftroy  our 
f elves  than  to  fave  our  country.  It  is  a  matter  of  ad- 
miration to  me,  that  thofe  who  have  fo  often  advifed 
his  lVIajefty,to  put  this,  and  the  former  Parliaments, 
upon  finding  out  expedients,  for  fecuring  the 
proteftant  religion,  without  altering  the  fucceflion, 
fhould  all  this  while  find  out  none  themfelves  •,  but 
Itill  continue  advifing  the  King  to  put  that  upon  us, 
which,  after  many  debates,  is  found  to  be  impoflible. 
And  that  the  King  fhould  always  have  at  his  elbow 
perfons  ready  to  remember  him  conftantly  to  make 
this  limitation,  which,  in  all  appearance,  muft  tend 
to  the  final  deftrudlion  of  the  proteftant  religion. 
And  that  there  fhould  be  no  body  there  to  mind 
him  of  propofing  fome  expedients  to  prevent  it, 
only  in  general  words,  of  which  no  ufe  can  be 
made.  According  to  the  opinion  of  three  fuccef- 
five  Parliaments,  the  limitation  in  favour  of  the 
popilh  intereft  is  plain,  intelligible,  and  pradli- 
cable.  1  hope  his  Majefty,  againfl  the  next  oc- 
cafion,  will  require  them  that  have  fo  advifed 
him,  to  make  the  expedients  and  other  ways  to 
iecure  the  proteflant  religion,  as  plain  and  pra6li- 
cablc ,  that  fo  we  may  fee  if  the  fecurity  of  the  pro- 
teftant religion  be  defigned  in  good  earneft  by  fuch 
advifers,  which  1  cannot  believe  -,  becaufe  what  they 
propofe  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  contradiction  in  it  felf. 
Without  the  exclulion-bill  there  can  be  no  expe- 
dient but  what  will  leave  us  in  that  miferable  condi- 
tion, of  having,  firft  or  laft,  a  conteft  with  our 
lawful  King.  And  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as 
fettingupa  power  to  oppofe  him,  but  by  putting  a 
kind  ofjupreme  authority  in  the  Parliament  \  with  a 
power  to  oppofe,  as  well  by  making  war  as  laws, 
which  might  prove  the  deftrudtion  of  the  monarchi- 
cal 
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cal  government.     The  faid  truft  or  power  (without 
the  exclufion  bill)   being  not  to  be  repofed   in  the 
next  heir,  or  any  fingle  perfon,  left  he  fhonld  die 
before  he  come  to  have  the  power  in  him,  or  utterly 
refufe  to  a6t,  if  he  fhould  live  to  have  a  right,  by 
virtue  of  fuch  a  fettlement,  to  adminifter   the  go- 
vernment.    Infuch  a  cafe,  there  would  be  no  law- 
ful power  lodged  any  where  elfe,  to  oppofe  fuch  a 
King,  and  there  muft  not  be  an  interregnum.     By 
this  fhort  account  you  may  fee,  what  difficulties  all 
expedients   will  be  liable  to ;  and   may  conclude, 
that  thofe  that  advife  the  King  to  make  this  limita- 
tion, do  intend  it  as  an  expedient  to  make  theendea- 
'vours  of  Parliaments  ineffe^ual^  and  to  bring  in  popery. 
And  if  you  had  offered  at  fuch  expedients  as  I  have 
mentioned,  as  the  laft  houfe  of  Commons  was  ar- 
raigned for  omnipotent  and  arbitrary,  fo  would  this 
with  fome  worfe  charader  ;  as  having  attempted  to 
deftroy  the  monarchical,  government,  that  if  pof- 
fible,  the  King  and  people  might  be  put  o  ::  of  love 
with   Parliaments.     But,  Sir,  though  a  is  plain, 
that  things  are  thus  out  of  order  ;  yet  Jet  us  not  be 
wanting  in  our  duty,  but  give  fuch  an  anfwer  to  his 
Majefty,  as  may,  if  pofTible,  create  in  him  a  good 
opinion  of  this  houfe,  and  fatisfy  him  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  bill  of  exclufion  ;  and  that  all  other  adls 
of  grace  will  but  ferve  to  fatten  us  for  the  flaughter 
of  our  enemies.     The  laft  part  of  this  fpeech,  I  be- 
lieve, is  his  Majefty's  own ;  he  feems  willing  to 
know  what  you  expeft  from  him,    and  what  you 
will  do  for  him  ^  which  I  think  is  a  fair  propofition 
to  come  to  an  underftanding.     And  although  it  be 
not  good  manners  to  offer  to  make  a  bargain  with 
his  Majefty  ;  yet  as  in  bargains  there  is  a  quid  pro 
^uo,  fo  in   this.     And    1  think  we  need  not  fear 
talking  of  money  in  this  houfe,  being  all   feem  re- 
folved  to  give  it  freely,  if  we  can  be  fecured  of  our 
religion,  but  no  otherwife.    And  therefore  I  hum- 
H  h  2  bly 
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bly  conceive,  you  may  accordingly  exprefs  your 
felves  plain  in  your  addrefs. 

w,G,.  Mr.  Speaker,  If  you  do  not  reprefent  all  your 
grievances  in  this  addrefs,  as  the  condition  of  your 
giving  money,  whatever  you  fhall  offer  at  after- 
wards will  be  looked  upon  as  clamorous,  and  out  of 
order.  And  therefore  I  would  advife  you,  not  to 
omit  any  one  grievance  you  expedt  any  remedy  in. 
And  I  am  for  enumerating  all  your  grievances,  in 
the  addrefs,  which  have  been  lately  debated.  And  I 
do  admire  no  body  takes  notice  of  the  (landing  ar- 
my ;  which  if  not  reduced  to  fuch  a  number  as  may 
be  convenient  for  guards,  and  fo  limited,,  that  they 
may  not  be  increafed,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  a  rebellion, 
or  an  invafion,  all  f  your  laws  may  fignify  nothing. 
And  I  am  not  fatisfied  in  the  making  of  fuch  ge- 
neral offers  of  money.  For  if  you  do,  you  will 
hear  in  time,  that  the  fleet  needs  one  million  ;  al- 
liances, as  much  more ;  and  Tangier,  (tho'  I  think 
not  worth  keeping)  little  lefs.  A  demand  of  three 
millions,  grounded  on  your  general  promife,  would 
perplex  the  houfe  how  to  come  off  with  that  reputa- 
tion, which  a  houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  preferve 
with  the  King,  I  know  not  how  fuch  a  promife 
may  be  turned  upon  you  •,  and  therefore  I  am  either 
for  demanding  more,  or  promifing  lefs. 

sir£.  h;  Mr,  Speaker,  Sir,  lam  very  unwilling  to  have 
this  Parliament  broken  ;  yet  I  cannot  agree,  that, 
to  prevent  it,  we  fhould  offer  fo  much,  and  de- 
mand fo  little,  as  has  been  mentioned.  Have  we 
not  fat  two  days  in  a  Committee,  to  examine' the 
dangerous  eftate  of  the  kingdom,  and  ordered  fe- 
veral  good  bills  to  be  brought  in  thereupon,  for 
the  fecuring  usagainft  popery  and  arbitrary  power  ? 
And  ftiall  we  now  the  next  day  lay  all  thofe  bills 
afide,  and  be  content  with  the  exclufion-bill  only, 
which  I  think  will  be  worth  nothing,  unlefs  you  can 
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get  more.  And  therefore,  though  to  obtain  them, 
you  fpoke  plain  Englijh^  and  mentioned  what  fum 
you  intend  to  give ;  I  think  you  will  be  fafer  to 
offer  money  in  general  words,  without  declaring 
what,  or  enumerating  your  bills. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  this  worthy  g.v, 
member  •,  for  it  would  take  up  fomc  days  debates, 
to  agree  what  fum  is  neceflary  to  fupply  his  Majefty*s 
occafions,  and  what  fum  to  exprefs.  And  it  may  be 
to  no  purpofe,  as  the  cafe  ftands  with  us,  unlefs  we 
are  fure  his  Majefty  would  find  out  fome  way  to 
bring  the  exclufion-bill  about  again,  then  indeed  we 
might  come  to  particulars.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
promife  in  general  words  may  be  fufficient,  and  fave 
the  houfe  a  great  deal  of  time.  And  for  my  part, 
I  am  not  for  enumerating  many  bills,  but  fhould  be 
content  to  give  money  upon  having  the  exclufion- 
bill  only  •,  which  being  fo  precifely  neceflary  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  religion,  all  the  world  would  ju- 
ftify  us  in  the  demanding  it  before  we  part  with  mo- 
ney ;  and  therefore  I  defire  the  Committee  may 
draw  up  the  addrefs  accordingly. 

Refolved,  T!hat  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  prepare 
an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty^  upon  the  debate 
of  the  houfe ^  in  anfwer  to  his  Majeftf  fpeech. 
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Mr.  Hampden  reports  the  addrefs ;   which  was 
read, 

T'he  humble  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons 
prefented  to  his  Majejiy^   in  anfwer  to  his 
Majeftfs  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of 
Parliament^   upon  the  i  ^th  day  of  the  fame 
December, 

May  it  pie afe your  moft  excellent  Majejly^ 

WE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
jedls,  the  Commons  in  this  prefent  Parlia- 
rnent  affembled,  having  taken  into  our  ferious  con- 
sideration your  Majetiy's   gracious   fpeech  to  both 
houfes   of  Parliament,  on  the   15th  of  this  inftant 
Decemher-^  do,  widi  all  the  grateful  fenfe  of  faithful 
fubje6ts  and  fincere  proteftants,  acknowledge  your 
Majefty's  great  goodnefs  to  us,  in  renewing  the  aftli- 
rances  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give  us,  of  your  rea- 
dinefs  to  concur  with  us  in  any  means  for  the  fecuri- 
tyofthe  proteftant  religion,and  your  gracious  invita- 
tion of  us,  to  make  our  defires  known  to  your  Majefty. 
But  with  grief  of  heart  we  cannot  but  obferve, 
that,  to  thefe  princely  offers,  your  Majefty  has  been 
advifed   (by  what  fecret  enemies  to  your  Majefty, 
and  your  people,  we  know  not)  to  annex  a  referva- 
tion,  which,  if  infifted  on  in  the  inftance  to  which 
alone  it  is  applicable,  will  render  all  your  Majefty's 
other  gracious  inclinations  of  no  effe£t  or  advantage 
to  us.     Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  thus  to  limit  your 
promife  of  concurrence,  in  the  remedies  which  fhall 
be  propo'd,  that  they  may  confift  with  preferving  the 
(uccefiion  of  the  crown  in  its  due  and  legal  courfe  of 
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defcent.  And  we  do  humbly  inform  your  Majefly 
that  no  interruption  of  that  defcent  has  been  endea- 
voured at  by  us,  except  only  the  defcent  upon  the 
perfon  of  the  Duke  oi  Tork^  who,  by  the  wicked 
inftruments  of  the  church  of  Ro7ney  has  been  mani- 
feftly  perverted  to  their  religion.  And  we  do  hum- 
bly reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  as  the  iffue  of  our 
moft  deliberate  thoughts  and  confultations,  that  for 
the  papifts  to  have  their  hopes  continued,  that  a 
Prince  of  that  religion  ihould  fucceed  in  the  throne 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the 
fafety  of  your  Majefty's  perfon,  the  prefervation  of 
the  proteitant  religion,  and  the  profperity,  peace, 
and  welfare  of  your  proteftant  fubjeds. 

That  your  Majefty's  facred  life  is  in  continual 
danger,  under  the  profped:  of  a  popifh  fuccelTor, 
is  evident,  not  only  from  the  principles  of  thofe  de- 
voted to  the  church  of  Ro7ne^  which  allow,  that  an 
heretical  Prince  (and  fuch  they  term  all  proteftant 
princes)  excommunicated  and  depofed  by  the  Pope, 
may  be  deftroyed  and  murthered  *,  but  alfo  from 
the  teftimonies  given  in  the  profecution  of  the  horrid 
popifh  plot,  againft  divers  traitors,  attainted  for  de- 
figning  to  put  thofe  accurfed  principles  into  pradice 
againft  your  Majefty. 

From  the  expedation  of  this  fuccefTion,  has  the 
number  of  papifts  in  your  Majefty's  dominions  fo 
much  encreafed  within  thefe  few  years,  and  fo  many 
been  prevailed  with  to  defert  the  true  proteftant  reli- 
gion, that  they  might  be  prepared  for  the  favours  of 
a  popifh  prince,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  come  to  the 
pofTeflion  of  the  crown ;  and  while  the  fame  expec- 
tation lafts,  many  more  will  be  in  the  fame  danger 
of  being  perverted. 

This  it  is  that  has  hardned  the  papifts  of  this 
kingdom,  animated  and  confederated  by  their 
priefts  and  jefuits,  to  make  a  common  purfe,  pro- 
vide arms,  make  application  to  foreign  princes,  and 
follicit  their  aid,  for  impofing  popery  upon  us  5  and 
H  h  4  all 
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all  this,  even  during  your  Majefty's  reign,  and 
while  your  Majefty's  government  and  the  laws  were 
our  protedlion. 

It  is  your  Majefty's  glory  and  true  intereft,  to  be 
the  head  and  protc6lor  of  all  proteftants,  as  well 
abroad  as  at  home  :  But  if  thefe  hopes  remain, 
what  alliances  can  be  made  for  the  advantage  of  the 
proteftant  religion  and  intereft,  which  fhall  give 
confidence  to  your  Majefty's  allies,  to  join  fo  vigo- 
roufly  with  your  Majefty,  as  the  ftate  of  that  inte- 
reft in  the  world  now  requires,  while  they  fee  this 
proteftant  kingdom  in  fo  much  danger  of  a  popifti 
fucceffor  ?  by  whom,  at  the  prefent,  all  their  coun- 
cils and  adlions  may  be  eluded,  as  hitherto  they 
have  been  *,  and  by  whom  (if  he  ftiould  fuccetd) 
they  are  fure  to  bedeftroyed. 

We  have  thus  humbly  laid  before  your  Majefty, 
fome  of  thofe  great  dangers  and  mifchiefs,  which 
evidently  accompany  the  expedlation  of  a  popifti 
fucceffor.  The  certain  and  unfpeakable  evils  which 
will  come  upon  your  Majefty's  proteftant  fubjtds, 
and  their  pofterity,  if  fuch  a  prince  ftiould  inherit, 
are  more  alfo  than  we  can  well  enumerate. 

Our  religion,  which  is  now  fo  dangeroufly  fhaken, 
will  then  be  totally  overthrown*,  nothing  will  be 
left,  or  can  be  found  to  protedl  or  defend  it. 

The  execution  of  old  laws  muft  ceafe,  and  it  will 
be  vain  to  expe6l  nev/  ones.  The  moft  facred  ob- 
ligations of  contrafls  and  promifes,  (if  any  fuch 
Ihould  be  given)  thatftiall  be  judged  to  be  againftthe 
intereft  of  the  romifti  religion,  will  be  violated  ;  as 
is  undeniable,  not  only  from  argument  and  expe- 
rience elfewhere,  but  from  the  fad  experience  this 
nation  once  had  on  the  like  occafion. 

In  the  reign  of  fuch  a  Prince,  the  Pope  will  be 
acknowledged  fupreme,  (though  the  fubjeds  of  this 
kingdom  have  fworn  the  contrary)  and  all  caufes, 
either  as  fpiritual,  or  in  order  to  fpiricual  things, 
will  be  broL>ght  under  his  jurifdidlion. 

The 
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The  lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  of  all  fuch  pro- 
teftants,  as  value  their  fouls  and  their  religion 
more  than  their  fecular  concernments,  will  be  ad- 
judged forfeited. 

To  all  this  we  might  add,  that  it  appears  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  plot^  that  foreign  Princes  were  in- 
vited to  afTift  in  fecuring  the  crown  to  the  Duke  of 
Tork,  with  arguments  from  his  great  zeal  to  efta- 
blifli  popery,  and  to  extirpate  proteftants  (whom 
they  call  heretics)  out  of  his  dominions ;  and  fuch 
will  exped:  performance  accordingly. 

We  farther  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty,  in 
your  great  wifdom  to  confider,  whether,  in  cafe 
the  imperial  crown  of  this  proteftant  kingdom 
fhould  defcend  to  the  Duke  of  Tork,  the  oppofi- 
tion  which  may  pofiTibly  be  made  to  his  poffefTing 
ir,  may  not  only  endanger  the  farther  defcent  in 
the  royal  line,  but  even  monarchy  itfelf. 

For  thefe  reafons,  we  are  molt  humble  petitioners 
to  your  moft  facred  Majefty,  that,  in  tender  c  \Tn- 
miferation  of  your  poor  proteftant  people,  your 
Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  depart  from 
the  refervation  in  your  faid  fpeech  ;  and  when  a 
bill  (hall  be  tendred  to  your  Majefty,  in  a  Parlia- 
mentary way,  to  difable  the  Duke  of  Tork  from 
inheriting  the  crown,  your  Majefty  will  give  your 
royal  affent  thereto ;  and  asneceffary  to  fortify  and 
defend  the  fame,  that  your  majefty  will  likewife  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  aftent  to  an  adl,  whereby 
your  Majefty 's  proteftant  fubjefls  may  be  enabled 
to  aflbciate  themfelves  for  the  defence  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  per  fon,  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  fecu- 
rity  of  your  kingdoms. 

Thefe  requefts  we  are  conftrained  humbly  to 
make  to  your  Majefty  as  of  abfolute  neceflity,  for 
the  fafeand  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  religion. 

Without  thefe  things,  the  alliances  of  England 
will  not  be  valuable,  nor  the  people  encouraged  to 
contribute  to  your  Majefty's  fervice. 

As 
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As  fome  farther  means  for  the  prefervation  both 
gf  our  religion  and  property,  we  are  humble  fuit- 
prs  to  your  Majefty,  that  from  henceforth  fuch 
perfons  only  may  be  judges  within  the  kingdom 
of  England^  and  dominion  o^Wales^  as  are  men 
of  ability,  integrity,  and  known  affedlion  to  the 
proteftant  religion :  And  that  they  may  hold  both 
their  offices  and  falaries,  quamdiu  fe  hene  gefferint. 
That  (feveral  deputy  Lieutenants  and  Juftices  of  the 
peace,  fitly  qualified  for  thofe  employments,  hav- 
ing been  of  late  difplaced,  and  others  put  in  their 
room,  who  are  men  of  arbitrary  principles,  and 
countenancers  of  papifts  and  popery:)  fuch  only 
may  bear  the  office  of  a  Lord- Lieutenant,  as  are 
perfons  of  integrity  and  known  afFedion  to  the 
proteftant  religion.  That  deputy  Lieutenants,  and 
Juftices  of  the  peace,  may  be  alfo  fo  qualified,  and 
may  be  moreover  men  of  ability,  of  eftates  and  in- 
terefts  in  their  country. 

That  none  be  employed  as  military  officers,  or 
officers  in  your  Majefty's  fleet,  but  men  of  known 
experience,  courage,  and  afFedion  to  the  proteftant 
religion. 

Thefe  our  humble  requefts  being  obtained,  we 
fhall,  on  our  part,  be  ready  to  affift  your  Majefty 
for  the  prefervation  of  I: angler  \  and  for  putting 
your  Majefty's  fteet  into  fuch  a  condition,  as  it  may 
preferve  your  Majefty's  fovereignty  of  the  feas, 
and  be  for  the  defence  of  the  nation. 

If  your  Majefty  hath,  or  fhall  make  any  necef- 
fary  alliances  for  defence  of  the  proteftant  religion, 
and  intereit  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom,  this 
houfe  will  be  ready,  to  affift  and  ftand  by  your  Ma- 
jefty in  the  fupport  of  the  fame. 

After  this  our  humble  anfwer  to  your  Majefty's 
gracious  fpeech,  we  hope  no  evil  inftruments  what- 
loever,  (hall  be  able  to  lefTen  your  Majefty's  efteem 
of  that  fidelity  and  affection  we  bear  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's fervice  \    but  that  your  Majefty  will  always 

retain^ 
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retain,  in  your  royal  bread,  that  favourable  opinion 
of  us  your  loyal  Commons,  that  thofe  other  good 
bills  which  we  have  now  under  confideration,  con- 
ducing to  the  great  ends  we  have  before  mentioned, 
as  alfo  all  laws  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  your 
people,  which  fhall  from  time  to  time  be  tendred 
for  your  Majefty's  royal  aflent,  Ihall  find  acceptance 
with  your  Majefty. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  have  hearkned  with  all  the  Edxoard 
attention  I  could  to  this  addrefs,  and  do  agree  with  ^<»«i:^^«- 
the  firft  part  of  it.  The  dangers  and  inconve- 
niencies  arifing  from  a  popifh  fuccelTor  are  very 
obvious;  and  that  there  will  be  no  peace  nor 
tranquillity  in  this  nation  for  the  prefent,  as  long 
as  there  is  a  popifh  fuccefTor^  and  that  our  religi- 
on will  be  loft,  if  there  fhould  be  a  popifh 
King,  I  am  afraid,  is  too  true  :  But  yet  I  mufl 
crave  leave  to  difTent  from  the  true  opinion  of  thofe 
worthy  members  that  have  drawn  it,  as  to  the  other 
parts  thereof.  I  think  it  is  not  convenient,  at  this 
time,  to  prefs  fo  hard  for  the  exclufion-bill,  becaufe 
we  know  we  cannot  have  it  without  a  prorogation  ; 
which,  for  my  part,  I  fear  at  this  time,  as  much  as 
I  do  a  popifh  fuccefTor ;  for  I  do  believe,  if  it  fhould 
happen,  that  you  will  foonerfeethe  Duke  at  White- 
hall^ than  this  affembly  met  together  again  between 
thefe  walls :  And  therefore,  I  am  not  wilJif  »g  to  give 
the  popifh  party  fuch  an  advantage  to  procure  our 
difTolution,  left  they  fhould  lay  hold  of  it,  as  I 
believe  they  would  ;  by  v/hich  the  proteftant  intereft, 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  would  be  ruined.  And 
as  I  cannot  agree  in  thife,  fo  neither  in  prefTing  the 
aflbciation-bill  ;  for  being  it  hath  not  yet  been 
brought  into  the  houfe,  we  do  not  well  know  what 
will  be  the  purport  of  it.  And  it  is  not  proper,  that 
we  fhould  afk  of  the  King  we  know  not  what ;  nor 
expedt  that  he  fhould  grant  us  what  he  can  know 
nothing  of.    And  truly,   Sir,    I  think   that  thefe 

things 
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.  things  about  the  Judges,  Deputy ~ Lieutenants,  and 
Juftices  of  the  peace,  are  minute  things  to  be  infift- 
ed  on  at  this  time,  compared  with  others  which 
might  be  demanded,  ^een  Elizabeths  Counfellors 
never  thought  her  fafe^  until  the  popi/h  fuccejfor  was 
inclofed  in  a  tower  ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  you  will 
fiever  he  fafe^  until  you  take  fome  fuch  courfe  that  may 
bring  things  to  an  ijfue.  When  you  have  done  that, 
and  banifhed  all  the  confiderable^  pipifts  out  of 
England^  I  think  we  (hall  not  be  in  fo  apparent  dan- 
ger, as  we  now  are.  And  feeing  this  may  probably 
be  granted,  and  the  other  bills  not,  I  humbly  move 
you  to  recommit  the  addrefs,  that  it  may  be  better 
confidered.  I  know  not  how  this  may  agree  with 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  \  but  I  fhall  always  crave 
leave  to  fpeak  in  this  place  according  to  my  con- 
fcience,  that  fo  I  may  have  peace  within  me  \  but 
readily  fubmit  to  better  judgments. 

Sir  TViiiiam  Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  am  very  glad  that  worthy 
jonsi.  member  agrees  in  the  apprehenfions  of  the  dangers 
arifing  from  a  popilli  fucceffor,  and  in  the  neceffity 
of  the  bill  of  exclufion ;  and  am  very  forry  1  cannot 
acrree  with  him  in  the  reft  of  his  difcourfe.  I  cannot 
imagine,  without  a  high  reflection  upon  his  Majefty, 
that  if  he  fhouldbe  perfuaded  to  prorogue  the  houfe 
for  two  or  three  days,  in  order  to  pafs  the  exclufion- 
bill,  that  he  (hould,  inftead  of  permitting  us  to  meet 
again,  difTolve  the  Parliament  \  which  is  quite  con- 
trary to  it.  I  fear  a  prorogation,  without  being  in- 
tended for  this ;  but  if  once  we  could  prevail  with 
his  Majefty  to  do  it  for  this  end,  I  ftiould  not  doubt 
the  defired  effect.  And  m  prefling  the  aflbciation- 
bill,  we  ftiall  not  prefs  the  King  to  grant  us  we 
know  not  what  :  The  word  affociation  may  very 
well  be  underftood,  and  the  ends  of  it  are  declared 
to  be  for  the  fecurity  of  his  Majefty's  perfon,  and 
the  proteftant  religion.  And  if,  when  drawn,  it 
fhould  be  directed  to  other  ends,  I  fuppofe  this  houfe 

will 
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will  take  care  to  mend  it;  if  nor,  the  King's  pro- 
mife  can  bind  no  farther  than  to  pafs  a  bill  for  thofe 
ends.     But  I  do  much  admire  to  hear,  that  the  hav- 
ing of  good  Judges,  Juftices,  and  Commanders  at 
Tea  and  land,  is  a  trivial  thing  ;  for  I  think  that  all 
other  things  you  defire  without  it,  would  fignify  no- 
thing.    As  long  as  the  laws  and  militia  of  the  na- 
tion are  in  the  hands  of  perfons  not  well  afFedled 
to  the  proteftant  intered,  I  am  afraid  we  fhall  have 
no  fecurity  againfl  popery.     As  to  the  new    way 
that  hath  been  propofed,  of  bringing  matters  relating 
to  the  popifh  iucceffor  to  fuch  an  iffue,  as  that  he 
may  be  fecured,  as  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time.     If 
he  had  been   fenfible,  that  there  are  none  in  office 
but  what  are  for  his  intereft,  he  would  firft  have 
agreed  to  have  endeavoured  to  have  got  fuch  chang- 
ed, before  he  would  have  propofed  that  way.  And 
it  would  be  neceflary  that  we  fhould  alfo  have  fuch 
Privy-Counfellors  as  Queen  Elizabeth  had,  and  not 
eleven  to  feven  for  the  popifh  fucceflbr.     And  there- 
fore feeing  thefe  propofals  have  no  more  appearance 
of  being  for  your  fervice,  I  fee  no  reafon  you  have 
to  be  diverted  from   the    way   you   were  going : 
And  therefore  I  humbly  move  to  agree  with  your 
Committee. 

ne  houfe  agreed, 

The2iy?  oi December^   1680. 

A  bill  was  read  for  uniting  his  Majeftfs  proteftant 
fubjeBs. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

SI  R,  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  the  happi- 
nefs  of  this  nation,  and  fafety  of  our  religion, 
doth  depend  very  much  upon  preferving  the  well- 
conftituted  government  of  the  church  5  and  that  the 
2  govern- 
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government  in  the  ftate  will  not  long  (land,  if  that 
be  pulled  down,    to  which,  1  am  afraid,  this  bill 
will  contribute  very  much.     Sir,  it  is  well  known, 
how,  notwithttanding  all  the  endeavours  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  as  well  in  Parliament  as  otherwife,   all  the 
-ads  that  are  in  force  againft  dififenters,  all  the  en- 
deavours of  the  fathers  of  the  church,    there  are  a 
fort  of  men,  and  great  numbers  too,  who  will  nei- 
ther be  advifed,  nor  over-ruled  ;  but,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  confcience,  break  violently  through  all  laws 
whatfoever,  tothe  great  difturbance  both  of  church 
and  ftate.     And  it  you  fhould  give  them  more  li- 
berty, you  will  encourage  them  to  go  on  with  more 
boldnefs ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  will  be  more  con- 
venient to  have  a  law,  for  forcing  the  diffenters  to  yield 
to  the  churchy  and  not  to  force  the  church  to  yield  to 
them  •,  and  I  think  we  are  going  quite  the  wrong 
way  to  do  the  nation  good.     And  therefore  I  am 
againft  this  bill. 
p.        Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  would  not  open  my  mouth 
in  favour  of  this  bill,  if  I  thought  it  would  any  ways 
prejudice  the  church,  or  church-government  •,  but  I 
believe  it  may  have  a  quite  contrary  effed:,  and  tend 
more  for  the  prefervation  and  fafety  of  the  church 
and  church-government,    than  any  bill  whatfoever 
that  could  be  contrived.      We  have  a  church-go- 
vernment fettled  by  law,  to  which  the  major  part  of 
the  people,  like  good  Chriftians  and  loyal  fubjeds, 
give  obedience  ^  but  it  is  our  misfortune  that  there 
are  in  the  nation  a  great  many,    who  will  not  fub- 
mit  to  this  government,  who  may  be  divided  un- 
der three  heads,     i.  The  papifts,  who  differ  from 
us  in  points  of  faith,  and  will  not  give  any  obei- 
fance  but  to  the  church  of  Ro?}ie.    2.  Independents, 
prefbyterians,  and  fome  others,  who  agree  in  points 
of  faith,  and  differ  only  in  fome  points  of  dodrine 
and  ceremonies.     3.  Quakers,  who  difagree  not  on- 
Jy  in  points  of  dodlrine  and  ceremonies,  but  in  points 
2  of 
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of  faith,  and  area  head-ftrong  fortof  unreafonable 
people,  that  will  not  fubmit  to  any  laws  made  about 
religion,  but  do  give  obedience  to  the  civil  magi- 
llrate  upon  all  other  occafions.  The  church  of 
Englatid-mtn  are  not  only  the  greateft  number,  but 
have  the  government  of  their  fide.  What  laws  to 
make,  that  may  tend  moft  to  the  preferving  of  it, 
is  your  bufinefs.  It  is  in  danger  from  the  papifts 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  reft  of  the  proteftant-. 
diiTenters  on  the  other,  who  in  fome  meafure  agree 
in  their  enmity  and  difrefped  to  the  church,  and 
therefore  the  more  care  ought  to  be  taken  for  its 
prefervation. 

Having  thus,  Sir,  difcovered  the  danger  of  the 
church  in  general,  it  will  be  neceffary,  in  order  to 
find  out  a  remedy,  todifcourfe  a  little  of  the  ftrength 
and  intereft  of  each  party  in  particular. 

Sir,  the  papifts  are  not  the  greateft  number,  but 
yet,  in  my  opinion,  upon  feveral  confiderations, 
are  moft  to  be  feared,  becaufe  of  their  defperate 
principles,  which  make  them  bold  and  indefa- 
tigable, and  the  afliftance  they  may  have  from  Rome^ 
France^  and  Ireland  \  but  above  all,  from  the  great 
fhare  they  have  in  the  management  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  the  means  of  a  popifti  fucceflbr,  and  the 
fear  of  their  getting  the  government  into  their  hands 
hereafter,  by  having  a  popifti  King.  Which  of  it 
felf  hath  been  fufficient  in  former  times  to  change 
the  religion  of  this  nation,  and  mayjuftlybe  feared, 
may  have  the  fame  effe6l  again,  unlefs  the  prote- 
ftants  be  well  united.  The  preft)yterians,  indepen- 
dents, and  all  other  diiTenters,  may  be  more  in 
number  than  the  papifts,  and  may  be  willing  enough 
to  have  the  church-government  altered,  if  not  de- 
ftroyed  \  yet  being  they  cannot  have  any  fuccour 
from  abroad,  nor  from  the  government  here  at 
home,  I  cannot  fee  any  great  danger  from  them.  For 
it  is  not  probable  that  they  fhall  ever  have  a  King  of 
their  opinion,  nor  a  Parliament,  by  thedifcovery  they 

made 
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made  of  their  ftrength  in  the  laft  eledlions.  For, 
according  to  the  beft  calculation  I  can  make,  they 
could  not  bring  in  above  one  in  twenty.  And  there- 
fore, becaufe  they  have  not  fuch  bloody  defperate 
principles  as  the  papifts,  and  becaufe  we  agree  in 
points  of  faith,  and  fo  no  fuch  great  danger  from 
them  as  from  the  papifts,  I  think  we  have  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  the  church  is  moft  in  danger  from  the 
papifts,  and  that  therefore  we  ought  to  take  care  of 
them  in  the  firft  place  *,  and  we  cannot  do  that  by 
any  way  more  likely  to  prove  efFe6lual,  than  by 
fome  fuch  bill  as  this.  Becaufe  if  it  (hould  have  the 
effedl  defigned,  of  bringing  in  many  of  the  diften- 
ters  into  the  church,  it  would  difappoint  them  of  the 
great  hopes  they  have  grounded  on  our  divifions, 
and  make  the  church  ftronger,  not  only  to  oppofe 
the  papifts,  but  fuch  fanatics  as  may  not  come  in. 
And  if  we  fhould  be  fo  unfortunate,  as  that  this  bill 
fhould  not  have  this  fuccefs,  I  do  not  underftand  it 
will  any  way  weaken  the  church-government.  And 
therefore  I  am  for  this  bill. 

^-  Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  This  bill   is  intended  for  the 

prefervation  of  the  church,  and  I  am  of  opinion,  is 
the  beft  bill  that  can  be  made  in  order  thereto,  our 
circumftances  confidered.  But  I  know  not  what  ef- 
fedt  it  may  have,  becaufe  you  are  to  deal  with  a 
ftubborn  fort  of  people,  who  in  many  things  pre- 
fer their  humour  before  reafon,  or  their  own  fafety, 
or  the  public  good.  But,  Sir,  I  think  this  is  a 
very  good  time  to  try,  whether  they  will  be  won  by 
the  cords  of  love  or  no,  and  the  bill  will  be  very  a- 
greeable  to  that  chriftian  charity  which  our  church 
profeffes  •,  and  I  hope  that  in  a  time  of  fo  imminent 
danger  as  we  are  in,  of  a  common  enemy,  they  will 
confider  their  own  fafety,  and  the  fafety  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  not  longer  keep  afoot  the  un- 
happy divifions  that  are  amongft  us,  on  which  the 
papifts  ground  their  hopes.     But  rather  feeing  the 

church 
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church  doth  fo  far  condefcend,  as  to  difpenfe  with 
thefurplice,  and  thofe  other  things  which  they  fcruple 
at,  that  they  will  fubmit  to  the  reft  that  is  enjoined 
by  law,  that  fo  we  may  unite  againft  the  common 
enemy.  But  if  this  bill  fhould  not  have  this  defined 
effed:,  but,  on  the  contrary,  notwithftanding  this 
condefcenfion,  they  fhould  continue  their  animofities 
and  difobedience  to  the  church,  I  think  dill  the 
church  will  gain  very  much  hereby,  and  leave  that 
party  without  excufe,  and  be  a  juft  caufe  for  the 
making  of  more  coercive  laws.  So  that  upon  all 
accounts  you  have  been  well  moved  for  the  pafiTing 
of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  I  very  much  admire  to  hear  it  '^. 
alledged,  that  this  bill  will  tend  to  the  advantage  of 
the  church  ;  For  how  can  the  pulling  down  of  the 
pales,  and  weakening  the  Jaws  againft  its  enemies, 
be  a  way  to  preferve  it?  I  am  of  another  opinion, 
and  do  think  this  bill  may  not  only  occafion  a  great 
weaknefs,  but  give,  I  fear,  a  mortal  wound  to  the 
church.  Is  it  not  much  more  reafonable,  that  the 
diflenters  fhould  fubmit  to  the  church,  than  the 
church  to  the  diflenters?  And  I  am  afraid,  if  once 
the  government  fhould  begin  to  yield  to  them,  it  will 
be  as  in  Forty  one,  nothing  will  ferve  but  an  utter 
fubverfion  ;  the  having  of  one  thing  will  give  occa- 
fion for  demanding  more  ;  and  it  will  be  impofTible 
to  give  them  any  fatisfadlion,  without  laying  all 
open  and  running  into  confufion.  It  is  our  mifery, 
that  the  church  is  in  fo  much  danger  of  popery  > 
pray.  Sir,  let  us  have  a  care  how  we  increafe  her 
danger  from  fanatics.  Inftead  of  this  bill,  I  hum- 
bly conceive,  that  laws  to  force  the  execution  of  fuch 
laws  as  are  in  being  againft  the  difTenters,  and  what 
more  may  be  neceffary  to  compel  an  entire  obedience, 
(feeing  the  experience  we  have  already  had  of  this 
other  way  hath  not  proved  effedual)  may  more 
Vol.  I.  I  i  contribute 
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contribute   to  the  ftrengthening  of  th&  church,  and 
pervention  of  popery. 

Ml'.  Speaker,  Sir,  As  well  church- men  as  diflen- 
ters  do  all  know  we  have  a  dangerous  common  ene- 
my that  is  got  within  our  bowels,   and  wants  no- 
thing but  a  King  to  their  minds  to  have  theftrength 
of  the  nation,  as  well  civil  as  military,  at  their  com- 
mand, and  fo  confequently  a  fufficient  power  to  de- 
{Iroy   the  proteftant  religion,  if  not  prevented  by  a 
timely  union  of  the  proteftant  intereft.     The  quef- 
tion  that  may  properly  arife  at  this  time  is,  whether 
the  putting  of  tlie  laws  vve  already  have  in  execution, 
and. making  more   agamft  difienters,    in  order  to 
bring  them  into  the  church  by  force,  or  the  making  of 
the  law  to  bring  them  in  by  fair  means,  be  the  moft 
likely  way  to  unite  us,  that  fo  we  may  be  in  a  better 
condition  to  oppofe  the  common  enemy.      It  is  ob- 
vious to  m,e,  that  the  making  of  new  laws,  or  exe- 
cution of  the  old,  at  this  time,  is  the  ready  way  to 
ruin  us  -,  and  what  the  papiits  do  certainly  defire  and 
aim  at  above  all  things  whatfoever.     For  if  it  fhould 
be  put  in  pradice  the  etfedl  would  be  this;  It  would  be 
the  occafion  of  throwing  off  the  farther  profecution  of 
the  plot  and  popery,  and  in  a  little  time  occafion,  not 
only  more  heats  and  animofities,    but   fuch  a  re- 
vengeful implacable  fpirit  amongft  us,    as  would 
prove  irreconcileable,  and  give  opportunity  for  the 
pcpiQi  intereft  to  join  with  either  party,  or  at  leaft 
ways  abet  and  afTift  them  under  hand,  fo  as  that  they 
fhall  eafily    be  provoked  to  deftroy  one  the  other. 
But  if  this  fhould  not  happen,  what  real  love,  friend- 
fhip,  or  obedience,  can  the  church  expecl  from  fuch 
perfons,  as   by  the  execution  of  fuch  laws  may  be 
forced  to  come  to  church  ?  How  can  they  be  depend- 
ed on,  or  the  church  be  ftrengthned  by  them?    You 
•  may  prevent  their  conventicles,  and  force  them  ei- 
ther to  come  to  church,  or  pay  fines,  or  be  impri- 
foned  j  but  you  cannot  expedt  that  their  opinions  or 

affedlions 
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affedions  fhould  be  altered  by  fuch  proceedings,  with- 
out which  the  church  can  never  be  the  ftronger.  It 
muft  be  a  work  of  time  to  reconcile  the  divifions  that 
are  amongft  us,  and  may  be  a  great  and  neceffary  em- 
ployment for  many  Parliaments  hereafter,  when  the 
common  enemy  doth  not  give  fuch  a  juft  occafion  of 
diftradbion,  and  for  employing  all  your  thoughts  and 
care  about  him  -,    when  they  may  have  more  leifure, 
becaufe  their  dangers  may  not  be  fo  imminent.    But 
to  go  about  it  at  this  time  by  any  fuch  laws,  is  the 
ready  way  to  weaken  the  proteftant  intereft,  and 
bring  ruin  upon  us.     But  fuppofe  we  would  follow 
this  advice,  and  make  new  laws,  and  require  a  fe- 
vere  execution  of  the  old,  how  can  you  imagine 
that,  as  long  as  the  popifh  intereft  is  fo  prevalent, 
the  execution  of  fuch  laws  fliould  be  continued  longer, 
than  may  be  fubfervient  to  the  intereft  of  that  party  ? 
Have  we  not  had  a  fad  experience  of  this  ?  Hath 
the  Oxford' a5f^  or  that  of  the  35  of  Queen  Eliza- 
hetb,  or  any  other  againft  the  diflenters,  been  exe- 
cuted in  favour  of  the  church  ?  Are  not  the  diflenters 
as  many,  if  not  more,  now  than  ever  ?   And  is  not 
experience  in  all  affairs  the  beft  mafter  ?  And  is  there 
any  thing  more  Pvifible,  than  that  thefe  laws  have 
been  made  ufe  of  to  ferve   the  popifh  intereft,  or  as 
engines  rather  for  the  affairs  of  the  ftate  than  church  ? 
When  in  the  year  1670,  by  the  fevere  execution  of 
thefe  laws,  all  meetings  in  conventicles  were  pre- 
vented, and  many  dilTenters  came  to  church,  did 
not  the  toleration  happen  thereupon?  And  was  not 
the  execution  of  the  laws  put  afoot,  as  may  be  pre- 
fumed,  by  that  great  papift  Clifford^  who  had  then 
the  greateft  (hare  (under  his  Majeftyj  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  government  ?  If  the  execution  of  the 
Jaws  againft  dilTenters  had  been  for  the  advantage 
of  the  church,  why  was  there  then  granted  a  tole- 
ration ?  And  if  the  toleration  had  been  intended  for 
the  advantage  of  the  proteftant  religion,  why  were 
not  the  church- men,    nor  difftnters  of  any  kind 
J  i  2  pleafed 
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pleafed  with  it?  And  if  the  Oxford-a5l,  and  other 
laws  againft  diffenters,  were  projedled  in  favour  of 
the  proteftant  religion,  it  was  ftrange  that  they 
were  fo  much  promoted(as  many  members  now  here, 
who  did  ferve  in  thofe  Parliaments  do  remember)  by 
Sir  Thomas  Clifford^  Sir  Solomon  Swale^  and  Sir 
Roger  Strickland,  who  have  fince  all  appeared  to  be 
papifts.  Sir,  we  have  been  ftrangely  led  by  the 
popifh  intereft  for  many  years  already  ;  I  pray.  Sir, 
let  us  not  now  at  laft  do  like  NarciJJus,  to  be  fo 
much  in  love  with  a  fhadow,  as  to  fall  into  a  gulph, 
and  drown  our  felves.  Sir,  I  am  afraid  the  na??ie  of 
church  hath  been  ftrangely  made  uje  of  to  bring  in  'popery, 
I  hope  we  fhall  endeavour  to  preferve,  not  only  the 
name,  but  the  fubftance,  I  mean  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion, otherwife  we  may  come  off  no  better  than 
the  dog  'mMfop^  Fables  with  his  (houlder  of  mutton. 
I  hope  that  what  1  have  faid  will  not  reprefent  me 
as  an  enemy  to  the  church,  or  church-government ; 
I  am  fure,  I  am  not  confcious  to  my  felf,  that  I  ever 
entertained  a  thought  againft  the  prefervation  of 
either.  All  what  I  have  faid,  doth  proceed  from 
an  apprehenfion  that  our  churchmen  of  late  have  been 
cut  of  the  right  way  to  preferve  either  our  religion  or 
cur  church  \  becaufe  the  courfes  which  they  take  muft 
(though  I  am  far  from  fufpeding  they  defign  it) give 
a  great  afliftance  to  popery.  I  remember  that 
after  the  plot  broke  out,  there  was  for  a  little  while 
a  kind  of  reconciliation  amongft  proteftants,  and  an 
united  oppofition  made  to  the  common  enemy  ;  and 
how  then  the  popifh  intereft  gave  way,  we  may  all 
remember  •,  but  this  was  too  much  in  favour  of  the 
proteftant  religion  to  hold  long.  Within  a  few  months 
the  fire  broke  out  again,andthe  pulpits  and  the  prefs, 
inftead  of  being  employ'd  againft  the  common  enemy, 
were  reduced  to  their  old  way,  of  carrying  on  the  di- 
vifions amongft  proteftants:  And  how  the  popifti  in- 
tereft have  fince  gone  on  triumphant  again,  all  here, 
I  fuppofe,  may  know.    Sir,  the  church  hath  two 

ftrong 
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ftrong  enemies,  the  papifts  and  fanatics.  We  are 
already  engaged  in  a  fharp  conteft  with  the  papifts, 
and  find  they  arc  ftrong  enough  for  us ;  why  muft 
we  now  alfo  enter  into  a  frefh  engagement  with  the 
fanatics,  efpecially  when  we  may  be  fure  thereby  to 
ftrengthen  our  enemies,  and  weaken  our  felves  ? 
Such  advice  cannot  proceed  from  fuch  as  are  friends 
to  the  proteftant  church  :  If  we  fhould  make  new 
laws  againft  difTenters,  as  hath  been  moved,  and 
enforce  the  execution  of  the  old  ones,  as  long  as  we 
have  a  popifh  fucceflbr,  can  any  man  imagine,  that 
the  execution  of  them  will  be  longer  kept  afoot, 
than  will  confift  with  the  popifti  intereft?  Sir,  our 
church  and  religion  will  be  loft,  if  union  be  not  im- 
proved amongft  proteftants,  and  I  think  no  bill  can 
promote  it  like  this.  And  therefore  I  am  for  the 
paffing  of  this  bill. 

Refolved,  nat  the /aid  hill  le  committed  upon  the 
debate  of  the  houfe. 

December   23,    1680. 

Some  queries  relating  to  the  execution  of  William  late 
Vifcount  Stafford^  offered  to  the  houle  by  the 
Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlefex. 

1.  Whether  the  King^  leing  neither  judge  nor  party ^ 
can  order  the  execution  ? 

2.  Whether  the  Lords  can  award  the  execution  f 

3 .  Whether  the  King  can  difpenfe  with  any  part  of 
the  execution  ? 

4.  If  the  King  can  difpenfe  with  fome  part  of  the  exe- 
cution^ why  not  with  all  ? 

Mr.  Speaker  J 
OIR,  Death   is  the  end  of  the  law  in  criminal 
*^  matters ;  the   other   particulars  of  the  fentence 
are  but  ceremonies,  ufed  ad  terrorem,    I  never  read 

of 
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of  any  peer  that  was  quartered,  though  many  have 
been  condemned  for  treafon,  and  lome  in  Parlia- 
ment. The  Lady  Jane  Gray^  and  many  other  wo- 
men,  have  been  condemned  for  treafon,  and  in  that 
cafe  are  always  condemned  to  be  burnt ;  but  howe- 
ver, are  ufually,  if  perfons  of  honour,  beheaded. 
Wherefore  it  is  probable,  that  the  royal  power  hath 
always  difpenfed  with  fuch  fentences  formerly  ;  and 
if  fo,  this  houfe  lieth  not  under  any  obligation  to 
offer  at  any  oppofition,  nor  concern  themfelves  here- 
in, efpecially  at  this  time,  when  fuch  a  difputc  may 
end  in  preventing  the  execution  of  the  faid  Lord 
Stafford.  And  therefore  I  humbly  conceive  you 
may  do  well  to  give  your  confent,  that  the  faid 
writ  be  executed  according  to  its  tenor. 

.  Refolved,  'That  this  houfe  is  content  that  the  Sheriffs 
i,iurcf  London  and  Middlefex  do  execute  William 
■  »:^  'late  Vifcount  Stafford,  byfeverifjg  his  headfrom 
'^y^'bis  body  only. 

December  30,    1680. 

A  motion  being  made  in  the  behalf  of  Judge  Ray  man, 
/Z/^?/(?;;^  Sherredon,  in  cuflody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
armsy  by  order  of  the  houfe.,  had  moved  for  his 
Habeas  Corpus ;  which  he  had  denied.,  becaufe  he 
was  committed  by  order  of  the  houfe ^  defiring  the 
opinion  of  the  houfe, 

Mr.  Speaker, 
fir^'^'"  C  ^  ^>  The  privileges  of  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
**"*  ^  ment  are  concerned  in  this  bufinefs,  and  in 
that  the  very  being  of  Parliaments  5  and  therefore 
we  muft  be  very  careful  what  we  d6  in  it.  I  have 
perufed  the  Habeas  Corpus  bill,  and  do  find,  that 
there  is  not  any  thing  in  it  that  doth  reach,  or  can 
be  intended  to  reach  to  any  commitment  made  by 
either  houfe  of  Parliament  during  feffion.     The 

pre- 
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preamble  of  the  ad,  and  all  the  parts  of  it,  do  con- 
fine  the  extent  of  the  ad:  10  cafes  bailable,  and  di- 
retls  fuch  courfes  for  the  execution  of  the  a6l,  as 
cannot  be  underftood  ihould  relate  to  any  commit- 
ment made  by  either  hpufe.  This  houfe  is  a  court 
of  it  felf,  and  part  of  the  higheft  court  in  the  nation, 
fuperior  to  thofe  in  Weftminfter-hall ;  and  what  laws 
this  houie  joins  in  m.aking,  are  to  bind  inferior 
courts,  but  cannot  be  underftood  to  bind  themfelves 
as  a  court  ;  that  would  prove  not  only  dangerous, 
but  deftrudtive  to  the  dignity  of  Parliaments,  and 
]evel  them  with  the  courts  in  Weft jninfter -hall. 
Great  care  ought  to  be  taken  how  you  allow  of 
reftraints  and  limitations  to  the  proceedings  of  both 
houfes  of  Parliament,  being  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
Icgiflative  power  of  the  nation,  left:  thereby  you 
fhould  by  degrees  render  them  ufelefs.  A  commitment 
of  this  houfe  is  always  in  nature  of  a  judgment ;  and 
the  ad  is  only  for  cafes  bailable,  whichcommitments 
upon  judgments  are  not ;  at  leaft  commitments  by 
this  houfe  were  never  yet  allowed  to  be  bailable.  And 
I  fuppofe  you  will  never  grant  them  fo  to  be.  Can 
it  be  imagined  that  this  houfe,  who  reprefent,  all  the 
Commons  of  England,  fhould  not  be  intrufted  with 
as  much  power  for  the  prefervation  of  their  confti- 
tution  upon  which  the  fupport  of  the  government 
fo  much  depends,  as  ordinary  courts  and  officers 
are  intrufted  with,  which  are  only  defigned  for 
the  welfare  of  particular  perfons.  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  no  ad  can  deprive  this  houfe  of  that 
power  which  they  have  always  exercifed,  of  com- 
mitting perfons  without  bail,  unlefs  in  exprels 
words  it  be  fo  declared  :  Nor  of  discharging  upon 
bail  after  committed.  The  fame  reafons  which  may  be 
given  for  difcharging  fuch  as  are  not  committed  for 
breach  of  privilege,  if  it  be  grounded  on  the  adt  for  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  will  hold  as  ftrong  for  the  difcharging 
ofperfons  committed  for  breach  of  privilege  •,  and  fo 
confequently  deprive  this  houfe  of  all  its  power  and 
Voi,»  I.  K  k  dignity, 
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dignity,  and  make  it  infignificant.  This  is  fo  plain 
and  obvious,  that  all  judges  ought  to  know  it ;  and 
I  think  it  below  you  to  make  any  refolve  therein, 
but  rather  leave  the  judges  to  do  otherways  at  their 
peril,  and  let  the  debate  fall  without  any  queftion. 

F-wiming'    Mr.  speaker^  Sir,  the  laft  houfe  of  Commons  being 
t^»'  fenfible    how  narrowly    this  nation  efcaped   being 

ruined  by  a  fort  of  monfters  called  penfioners, 
which  fat  in  the  late  long  Parliament,  had  enter- 
ed into  a  confideration  how  to  prevent  the  like 
from  coming  into  future  Parliaments  •,  and  in  or- 
der thereto  refolved,  that  they  would  feverely  chaf- 
tife  fome  of  thofe  that  had  been  guilty,  and  make 
the  beft  laws  they  could  to  prevent  the  like  for  the 
future  :  And  for  that  purpofe  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, of  which  Mr.  Serjeant  Gregory^  now 
judge  Gregory^  was  chairman;  by  which,  many 
papers  relating  to  that  affair  came  to  his  hands. 
Sir,  I  think  it  a  bufinefs  of  fo  great  importance, 
that  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  nor  the  profe- 
cution  of  it  deferred.  I  have  often  heard,  that 
England  can  never  be  deftroyed  but  by  itfelf :  To 
have  fuch  Parliaments  was  the  mod  likely  way 
that  ever  yet  was  invented.  I  remember  a  great 
lawyer  faid  in  this  houfe,  when  it  was  debated  in 
the  laft  Parliament,  that  it  was  treafon ;  and  he 
gave  many  learned  arguments  to  make  it  our. 
"Whether  it  be  fo  or  no,  I  will  not  now  offer  to  de- 
bate ;  but  I  think  that  for  thofe  that  are  the  le- 
giflators  of  the  nation  to  take  bribes,  to  undermine 
the  lav/s  and  government  of  this  nation,  that  they 
ought  to  be  chaftifed  as  traitors.  It  was  my  for- 
tune to  fit  here  a  litde  while  in  the  long  Parlia- 
ment ;  I  did  obferve  that  all  thofe  that  had  penfions, 
and  moft  of  thofe  that  had  offices,  voted  all  of  a 
fide,  as  they  were  directed  by  fome  great  officer, 
as  exadly  as  if  their  bufinefs  in  this  houfe  had 
been  to  preferve  their  penfwns  and  offices^  and  not  to 
I  make 
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make  laws  for  the  good  of  them  that  ftnt  them  here. 
How  fuch  perfons  could  any  way  be  ufeful  for  the 
fupport  of  the  government,  by  preferving  a  fair 
underftanding  between  the  King  and  his  people,  but 
on  the  contrary  how  dangerous  to  bring  in  arbitra- 
ry power  and  popery,  1  leave  to  every  man's  judg- 
ment. They  were  fo  far  from  being  the  true  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  that  they  were  a  diftindt 
middle  intereft  between  the  King  and  the  people  ; 
and  their  chief  bufinefs  was  to  ferve  the  end  of  fome 
great  minifter  of  ftate,  though  never  fooppofue  to 
the  true  intereft  of  the  nation.  Sir,  this  bufinefs 
ought  never  to  fall,  though  there  fhould  be  never 
fo  many  prorogations  and  diffolutions  of  Parlia- 
ments, before  any  thing  be  done  in  it  •,  I  think  it 
is  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  that  it  ftiould  be  profe- 
cuted  from  Parliament  to  Parliament,  as  if  there 
were  an  impeachment  againft  them.  And  therefore. 
Sir,  I  would  humbly  move  you  to  fend  fome  mem- 
bers of  this  houfe  to  judge  Gregory^  for  the  paper* 
he  hath  taken  in  his  cuftody  relating  to  this  affair, 
that  fo  you  may  in  convenient  time  proceed  farther 
herein,  as  you  ftiall  think  good.  And,  Sir,  being 
there  is  a  report  that  fome  of  this  houfe  have  now 
made  a  bargain  at  court  for  great  offices,  in  order 
to  vitiate  and  corrupt  their  votes  in  this  houfe  ; 
which  though  but  a  projefb  to  caft  a  refledlion  on 
fuch  members,  however  to  fatisfy  the  world,  I  pray 
Sir,  let  there  be  a  vote  paft,  'That  no  7nemher  of  this 
houfe  fh all  accept  of  any  office  under  the  crown^  during 
fuch  time  as  he  continues  a  memher  of  this  houfe. 

Mr.  Speaker^  Sir,  I  am  fo  over  loaden  with  me-  •y^-"  ^'''•^•^ 
lancholy,  as  that  I  can  hardly  fpeak  in  this  matter: 
For  I  have  received  fo  many  compliments  as  to  my 
being  conftituced  a  great  minifter  of  ftate,  that  I 
begun  to  flatter  myfelf,  as  others  flattered  me,  that 
I  was  really  fo.     But  now  I  do  difcover,  that  I 

have 
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have  been  but  in  a  kind  of  a  dream ;  and  to  fear 
that  I  (hall  never  in  reality  have  any  f'uch  office.  But 
whatever  vote  you  make  to  punifh  us  officers,  I 
pray.  Sir,  let  it  not  be  fo  fevere  as  that  it  may  pre- 
judice the  public.  Suppofe  his  Majefty  Ihould 
have  occafion  to  fend  fome  perfons  to  Nimeguen  for 
plenipotentiaries,  and  there  fhould  not  be  any  men 
in  England  fit  for  it,  but  fome  that  fhould  be  mem- 
bers of  this  houfe,  would  you  have  the  public  af- 
fairs of  the  nation  injured,  rather  than  fuch  mem- 
bers fhould  accept  of  fuch  an  employment  ?  Or  fup- 
pofe  fome  invafion  fhould  happen,  and  there  were 
no  couragious  expert  admirals  to  be  had,  but  fuch  as 
were  members  of  this  houfe,  (hould  they  not  accept 
thereof  becaufe  of  your  vote?  To  prevent  thefe  in- 
conveniencies,  to  leave  us  all  fome  hopes,  I  pray. 
Sir,  add  to  your  votes,  not  without  leave  of  the  houfe. 
After  fome  farther  debate. 

Refolved,  Tloat  no  member  of  this  houfe  fhall  accept  of 
any  office  or  place  of  profit  from  the  crown^  without 
the  leave  of  this  houfe  ;  nor  any  promife  of  any  fuch 
office  or  place  of  profit  ^  during  fuch  time  as  he  fhall 
continue  a  member  of  this  houfe. 


The  End  of  YoLVMZ  I. 


